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TO 

JOHN ADAMS, L.L.D. 

JtXMSIJ>£NT 01, THS UNITJSD STATES OJF AMERICA, 

■ Although'^ am aware, that by 
ckfting for 1ny humble produftions a patron- 
age fo diftinguifhed, i' hazard the accufation^ 
of prefiiraptibn, I reft confident that your* 
candour will afcribe my temerity to the beft^ 
poffible motive.. 

That benignity and dignified afiability,, 
which is perhaps infeparable from a truly no- 
ble naind, may be compared to the lucid veil^, 
that, tlirown around the orient beam, accom- 
modates to our imbecile gaze thofe fplendors,. 
^hich might otherwife dazzle and confound ; 
vre trace With enkindling ardor the mildly at- 
tempered radiance, we learn to appreciate its* 
worth, and fpontaneoufly we blefs its genial 
path* 

To dwell with accumulating energy upon the- 
pleafmg paft , is one of the appropriate felicitiear 
of reafon ; and^ amid the review of other timeSy 
ratrofpedion frequently prefents to my mental^ 
eye, a period which memory pioufly confe- 
crates, when, privileged by an opportunity oi?. 

contemplating.^ 
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contemplating the Prefident, during the white 
moments of focial pleafure, the domeftic vir- 
tues Collected and embodied^ were exemplified 
with uncommon luftre^ and while the r£Col« 
ledion of his philanthropic manners, and uni- 
form elevation, gives me to mark with addi- 
tional complacency, the afcendency he hath fo 
meritorioufly obtained in the public mind, I re- 
gard the authority to infcribe thefe volumes to 
him among the moil elating drcumftances of 
my life. 

Were I to indulge the genuine language of 
my heart, it would be a talk of no ordinary cie- 
fcription, to circumfcribe within due bounds 
thofe expaniive efiufions refulting from admi- 
ration of his charader, and from afieftionate 
gratitude for the very effential fervices he hath 
rendered to a country, that may confider his 
birth as an era in her annals, and that jufUy 
places this event among her higheil honours* 

The homage We yield to eminent abilities^ 
and luminous rectitude, can never involve the 
charge of fingularity ; for genius, elevated by 
virtue and unimpeached integrity, adorned by 
literature, elegance and taile, have in all agea 
commanded the efteem and veneration of man- 
kind : but although I might plead the fandiou 
«f numerous and refpedable examples, I cau^ 

HOtj 
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Btot, however, difcern the utility of efTaying to 
grove, that the majefty of day illumines our 
world, of that his falutary influence, like fome 
gladdening deity^ diffufes over the face of na^ 
ture, confiftency, harmony, and unrivalled - 
beauty. 

That America has looked up to you, Sir, as^ 
her fecoud hope, is a truth which carries in its, 
bofom a panegyric upon your virtues more im- 
preflive, than if an angel had pronounced your 
eulogy ; and while our fervid.benedi£lions muft . 
ever follow the retiring Chief, whofe guardiaa 
care condu£fced our benighted footfteps over 
paths untried and perilous, to a brilliant morn- 
ing, the refulgent dawn of which is regarded 
as the harbinger of a glorious meridian, we 
Kail with, ardent expedancy his patriotic fuc— 
ceffdr, who, like another. Eliflia, clothed in the. 
facred veftments of authority, inherits a full: 
proportion of that fpirit, which refled upon- 
him, who, emancipating his country from un- 
warrantable ufurpations,. will ever be recog^^ 
nifed as her Deliverer : Thtis, in the fame 
moment that to the name of Wafhirigton, re* 
^efkful gratitude, bending over the unperifli- 
ing record of hisilluftrious afts, eftabliflies in. 
thQ.CoIuijabian bofom her eternal monuments ;, 
we. exult in an Adams, whofe tranfcendent tal^ 

A 2, ents^. 
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cnts^ and whofe vigilance, are fully aSdequate 
to the emergencies and the dangers of a Fres 
Government ; whofeixrifdom and magnanim- 
ity will firmly guide the helm of State j \(rho^ 
although contending florms may afifail, and the 
big waves of oppofition may lalh the bark, will 
purfue with unwavering intrepidity, his deftin- 
ed way ; while rectitude his chart, and expe- 
rience his compafs, he mud afTuredly make the 
broad and ample harbour of Security.. 

Yes, Sir, I indulge a hope that your name 
may not only ihield me from the oblivion I 
dread, but poflibly confer a degree of celebri- 
ty, to which my own merit may not furnifh a 
title ; yet whatever is the fate of pretenfions 
originating perhaps in arrogance, may you, Sir,^ 
purfue your courfe with ever new effulgence^ 
The guardian of a nation's weal, you will watch 
over us for good. May you long continue to 
dired:, enliven, and invigorate ; and may yoat 
parting moments fet ferenely bright. 

I HAVE, Sir, the honour to be, with every 
fentiment of edeem and veneration. 

Your moft obedient. 

And very humble-Servant, 

CONSTANTIA. 

Boston, Mard sst i797» 



^tssassssssggssasssssasssssBmssatstoBsassaas^^ 



PREFACE to the Reader. 



.j\1Y Readers wiU not call my Tcracity 
in queftion, vfhcn I a£ure them that I am ardently 
anxious for their approbation. A lover of hu^ 
inanity, I do not remember the period when I 
was not folicitous to render myfelf acceptable to 
all thofe who were naturayy or adventitioufly my 
afibciates. Had I poflefled ability, I fhould have 
advanced every individual of my ipecies to the 
.liigheft Rzte of felicity, of which the prefent fcene 
is fufceptible ; but circumfcribed within very nar-- 
row bounds, I have, I had almoft faid momently^ 
been reduced to the neceility of lamenting the in-> 
efficacy of my wifhes. Yet thip my ruling paffton^ 
a fondnefs to ftand well in the opinion of the 
•world, having given a-prevalent hue to every im- 
portant a£tion of my life, hath operated powerfully 
«pon my ambition, ftimulated my efforts, and im» 
planted in my bofom an invincible defire to pr^ 
fcnt myfelf before a pujdic which I reverence, ir- 
xefiftibly impelling me ^ become a candidate for 
that complacency we naturally feel toward thofe 
pcrfons, or that performance, which hath contrih-* 
wted to our emolument, or even amufement. 

My defires are, I am free to own, afpiring— * 
perhaps prefumptuoufly fo. I would be diilin* 

guilhed 
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guiflied and refpedled- by my contemporaries ; Jp 
would be continued in grateful remembrance when* 
I make my exit ; ..and I would defcead.with celeb-*- 
rity to'pofterityr 

Had I been miftrefs of talents for an achievement:" 
fo meritorious, my firft objeft in writing would*- 
have been the information and . improvement of-: 
my readers ;, nor will T d^ny that a pleafing hope 
plays about my heart, fuggefting a ppffibility of my 
becoming iii fome fmall degree beneficial to thofe 
young people, who, jufl: entering the career of lif^, 
may turn, with all the endearing ardour of youth- 
ful enthufiafm, to a New Bboh^ to an American AH^ • 
tbor ; and" while with. partial avidity they purfu^e 
the nvell intended pages, they may feleft a hint, or. 
treafure up a remark^ which may become ufeful't 
in the deftined journey of life. 

But vanity, iii the moft extravagant moments crfF 
her triiimphi having never flattered me with thte 
capability of conveying inftfudion to thbfe, whofe 
underftandirigs have pafl!fed thfe age of ad6lefcence, 
my view has only been to amuje ; and if I can do 
tiiis without offending, I {hall be honoured with a, 
j^ace in fome gentle bofom where I fhould clfe. 
hiave been unknown-, I'fhall obtain a portion of 
cfteem, and my ruling pajpkn will* b^ thUs far 
gratified. 

To have prefent^d a fihiffied or perfed produc-- 
tion, (fuch is my fondriefs for literary fame) 1 would 
gladly have reliiiquifhed myprefent mode of exiflence ;- 

aaj),mQrer—r would have laboured for'the complex- 

tioii% 
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do& 6f Ut&i a compofition thrau^ a long fuceei^ 
#m df lengdietiing years» altho«^ ntf life haul 
been a fcene of penury and itntlftnp. 

With fw:k fentiments I (hall nut be fufp^^fced 
€ff ^writing liaftily en* cardefely. Thetnith is, t 
have ]peimed every efiay as tautiouily ^ if I had 
been affui^d my reputadi^ refted fdlely upon 
diat (iHgie efibrt : yet defe^ks of almoit ereiy de« 
fcription may too probably occur ; the Gramma*^ 
rian^ the Rhetorician^ the Poet, thefe may aU trace 
fecb palpable deviations from the given ftandard^ 
as may render me, in their opinion^ an unpardona- 
cAe o^nder againft Ac rules of language^ ai>d the 
elegance and graces oi ftylc. Poffibly too^ thus 
Hud open to all the fcvcrity ef criticifnv I J^ay be 
armigned, tried and condemned \ and in this cafe 
St is certainly true, that I am preparu)g for myielt 
&e Jevereft pangs. Bntj be tins as nt may, I reft ^ 
afiured, that ^ feelings of the M^alift being in no ' 
inftance wounded, he will acoept with complacency 
ny efforts in t!he common caufe, and JUHnanely 
(hield me from thofe (hafts which might Qtherwifi» 
transfix my poace. 

Having, 'ixx the concluding EiTay, given my 
xeafons for afluming the mafculine chara6ler, I 
have only further to obferve, that thofe who ad- 
mit the utility of conveying inftruf^ion and amufe-* 
ment by allegory or metaphor, and who allow the 
propriety pf giving a tongue to the inanimate worlds 
and fpeech to the inferior orders of the creation^ 
will not object to the Uberty I bs^ve taken. It ia 

fuperfluottA 
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fuperfluous toradd^ that allegory^and faUe are. not 
only authorizod by the beft moral writcrS). but axe 
alfo (anftioned .by hojy writ. 

IcAHNOT'Urge in defence of my temerky, that 
^e. importunity of friends hath drawn mc, forth— ^ 
certainly not. But, worthy . reader, I ref^at that: 
I have beenapima^y in this my, arduous purfuit,, 
kf a deftre t^ ke: introduced tQ theey ,hy a Hvijhyto make 
one in the. number of thy friends. lamfilmtoui to oi^ 
tmn an ejlahlijhment in the hpfim of v/r/i/^^*— I.would 
advance my claim to. the fweetly foothing. (braias 
of juft.applaufe.; and I would fecure for myfelf^ 
and for my infant daughter, ((hoiild our future exi- 
genqies rec^uirc it), thy.aix^ity.andthy patronage. 

If thou pjrQcecdeft through thie voluiQies before 
thee, we fhallpafs oa together :thix}ugh many a 
page ; the fentiments of my heart will be unreferr-^^ 
cdly pojartxayedi. and I fondly perfuade myfclf that 
thou wilt| without reluflance, embrace in the. 
arms of thy complacency, thy moft. obedient^ 
lUid fincerely devotpd friend, and, very humblei 
fervantj^ , 

CONSTANTIA. 

BpSTev, March x6; z;^;.: 
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Yes, I confefs 1 love the paths of fotne, 
'And ardent wifli to glean a brightcBingname. 

OBSERVING in the general preface, publiflied 
in the December Magazine,* a hint which I have 
eonftnied into a defire td increafe the number of your 
aniicellaueous correfpondents 4 and, llimulated by die 
delicate reproof upon literary indolence, which that 
elegant exordium contains, I feel myfelf, while fitting 
quite at mj leiiure, on this evening of January 27th, 
1792, ftrongly incited by my^ood or bad genius — ibe 
tvent muil determine the. charafter of me (jpright 
vhich is goading me on, to take into my ferious 
confideration, the folicitation which in faid preface is 
£0 modeftly urged, and which fquares fo wonderfully 
well with my ideas of the reafon and fitnefs of things. 
Not that I ihall aim at palming myfelf upon the pub- 
lic, for a fon of literature, a votary of the nine, or a 
dabbler in wit. I have no pretenfion to any of thefe 
charaders. I am rather a plain man, who, After (pend- 
ing the day in making provifion for my little family, (it 
myielf comfortably down by a clean hearth, and a good 
fire, enjoyingi through thefe long evenings, with an ex- 

quifite 

* The reader is requefted to remember, that the Eflays 
which compofc this Firft Vokime were written purpofely for 
the MoQtldy Mufeum* in which they originally appeared ; 
and that they now (land precifely in the order, and nearly in 
the manner, in which th«;y were fiilC prefented. 

B 
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quiiite ztfft, the pleafures of the hovr, whether they 
happen to be lumiihed by an axnufmg tale» a well 
written book, or a focial friend. Poflibly I might 
have jogged on to the end of my journey, in uiis 
foberv tran^il' manner : hot alas, for fome time pall, 
I thirik, ^s -near as I can remember, ever fmce the 
commencement of yotir Magazine, I have been feized 
with a violent defire to beconie a writer. To combat 
this unaccountable itcji for fcfibblirig, it is in vain 
that I have endeavoured ; it follows me through all 
the bufy fcenes which the day prefelits ; it is my 
conflant accompaniment in every no6himal haunt ; 
and it t>ften keeps me waking, when, I -verSy believe, 
but ibr this reillefs defure, I might enjoy, in the fiiUeft 
latitude, every ''bKflmg which ^hsith ever ^yet (been 
aftrlbed to fleep. 

The many comprdtenfive* titles, and'aUuringfig- 
naitures, t^hiiJh have- fitjm tiiiie to time cmbeUiflied 
your*Maga4tne,have well near taptivated^myraafon ; 
and ^mong many etteter as iiii^hieh might^be entomr- 
ated, th^ rollowing appellation^ have had*for mepe- 
ciiliaf chWrhis : An anjple field fecmed opening in 
the thle • page' bf the Gemrai Obfetver ; the name F^^ 
aj^peared re]3lete witli -ftudious 4ore ; the PoUtiaan 
•was indefotigable for the good of die natbn ; the 
Philafithropijrhlt^ iVmf^thy ; and with the •i?w»i^/ I 
was ' enraptured. At the bar of fancy, • many -a 
title for my intended effays hath been 'tried, and 
hath been lltcceffiv^ly condemned. A variety 
of 'iSgitltures "have been deliberately adopted, 
and as deliberately diiplaccd, until my pericrantum 
hath been nearly turned' with thinking. UtiifoTtu- 
nately , with my vnW- to ccmmience author, origin^ed 
airo,a ni6ft inordinate' ambition, and ;in iiM'ati^e 
thiril for applaufe. In whatever line I made my 
appearance, I 'was foiicitous* to- ftand • unequalled. — 
I would be Cdar, cr I would be nothing. The 
fmoothnefs of Addifon's page, the putity, ftrength 
and corrcdnefs of S'^By tlie magic numbers of Pope 

^ — thefc 
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-r-thefe muft aU veil to me. The Homers and Vir- 
gils of antiquity, I would rival ; and, audacious as I 
am, from the PhUenia's of the prefent age, I would 
arrogantly fnatch^the bays. Strange as is this ac- 
count, it is neverthelefs true. And, moreover, all 
tbefe wild extravagancies have been engendered in a 
brain, which it may be, doth not poflefs abilities ade- 
quate to the fumilhing a paragraph in a common 
newlpaper ] My cafe, I aflure you. Gentlemen, hath 
been truly pitiable, while, for three years paft, I 
have been ftruggling with an inflauis, which hath 
been almoft irrefiftrble. Reafon, hqwever, aided, as 
I iaid, by a conviftion of inferiority, hath hitherto 
reftrained me ; but your laft preface hath done the 
bufmefs — it hath intercftcd my feelings, and induced 
evfn reajhn to enlift under the banners of temerity — 
the fire thus long pent up, cannot now be fmothered, 
but acquiring, nom its confinement, additional fer- 
vour, it at length produces me a candidate for that 
applaufe, by a profpedt of which, you are folic itous 
to engage your readers in the arduous purfuit of 
fame. 

Thus refolved, the die is caft, and this ungovernable 
mania admits of one only remedy. But having once 
made up my mind to write, an appellation is the next 
thing to be confidered ; for as tq fubjedts, my fan- 
guine hopes affure me they will follow of courfe. A 
writer of facetious memory, hath reprefented his dear 
Jenny, when (he could not obtain the tifiued robe, as 
meekly afiuming the humbleft garb which frugality 
c'ould^ fumifh. 1 am fond of refpedbable examples^ 
^d I have humility enough to be influenced, by 
d)em. 

My, tide having much cxetcifcd my mind, and be- 
ing' convinced that any confidisrable achievements are 
beyond m^ §^p9 upon mature delibetatign I have 
ihpught. k^ to adopt, and I do hereby adopt, the 
name, ohara^terj and avocation gf a Gleaner ; and 
this sippellatioD, !t do freely confei^, gives a full and 

complete 
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complete idea of mj prcfent amazi^gly^ curtailed, 
victors. 

Here pride fuggefts.a queftion.» Wh^t is any mod- 
cm fcribbler better than a, Gleaner ? Bu^. I very faga- 
cioufly reply. Let my brethren, and fifters of the quill . 
chara^erize themfelves ; I fha^ not. thus, upon the. 
very threfhpldof the vocation <rf my ele^ion, enter 
the lifts. 

The truth iiJ> . I am. T^ry fond of nvy title : I con- 
ceiye that I ihall find it in many refpedts abundantly 
convenient ; mpre efpecially, fhpuld an accufation of) 
plagiarifm be lodged againft me, my very title wilL 
plead my apology ; fqr it would be indeed pitiful if 
the opulent reaper, whofe granaries are confefledly 
large, and varioufly fupplied, Ihpuld ?rudge the poor 
Gleaner what little he induftrjoufly colledts, and what, , 
from the richnefs.and. plenty, of.hi.^, axpple harvejl, he. 
can never "wiant. 

With diligence th^n> I^fH^ ratifacjc the fields, the 
meadows, and the groves; each fecret haunt, how- 
ever fequeftered, with avidity I ihall explore ; deem- 
ing A^yfelf privileged to crop with impunity a hint 
from one, an idea froni another, and to aim at im- 
provement upon a fentence from a third. I fhall 
give to njy majeriaU, whatever texture my fancy, 
dire^s ; ai^d, as I faid^ feeling myfejiF entitled to 
toleration, as a Gl^janer, in this expreflive name I' 
fliall take fh?lter, (landing entirely regardlefs of every 
charge relative to property, originality, and every 
thing of tjiis nature, which W^l, oe Referred againft 
me. 

Mean time, fhould any of tlie Pamaflian girls, or 
his godfhip. Apollo, or any other genius, fylph, or- 
gnona,ejt, of legendary or fairy anc^ftry, fond of encou- 
raging a. young beginner, throw into my bafket an^ 
unbroken Jheafi you may depend upon it that I will 
aflay to form the vsJuable original, with all the care,ac* 
curacy and fkiU which clpfe thinking, deep ftudy, and; 
an ardqnt deiire to excel, can bellow; and you nwy far^, 

ther 
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iber affiire yourfelves, that when thus highly \7rought» 
X fhaU haAs to prefeht the precious gift, a fit offering 
at the (brine of the MaiTachufetts Magazine. Thus 
hayingf as far as it lays with me, adjufled prellmina- 
ties, I propofe myfelf. Gentlemen, as a candidate for 
a place iu. your Magazine. If my pretenCons are 
Jttdged isia<biai0ible, prefiding in your refpcdable 
iivaB, you have bui to wave your oblivious wand, 
aad I zxA/brever filenced. I confefs, however, that I 
have no violent inclination to fee the Gleaner among 
your lift of acknowledgments to correlpondents, fet 
D^ as a mark lor the (hafts of wit, however bumiih« 
cd tkey may be. 

Yoiit Centlemeib podefs the fpecific at which I 
have already hinted^ suid by whic|i I may be radically 
cui^ed ; and if this at^^pt is really as abfurd as I am 
cyem iiow» at times^ inclined to think it, your aon>- 
m&rdon q{» and (Hence thereto, will operate as effed- 
HsUjaj (be (e^ereft Teprehendon, ^nd will be regard- 
ed by t)^ Gkaneir a« » judgment from whi^h there 
kiK^ appeal.. 
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Wh^hci' o*er meadows, or through groves I ftray, 
Ipdulb-y points her ^road dirc^ing ray ; 
With care I g^can, e'en in the well trod field, 
The fcatter*d fragments it perchance may yield. 

TO t^ie Editors of the Maflachufetts Magazine 
I make my beft congee^ and without any fur- 
' ifcer prefatory acUrefs, I ihaJl, in future, produce my 
piece*meal commodities^ frefh as I may happen to 
colledl them. 

JBIc6 me ! cried Margaretta, while, in the hope of 
meeting fomething from the pen of Philenia, fhe 
threw her fine eyes in a curfory manner over the in- 
dex to 'the February Magazine. But pray, it may 

/- B 2 be 
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be afked, who is Margarctta ? Curiofity is, without 
doubt, a ufeful if not a laudable propenfity ; and, 
if it is the parent of many evils, it is but fair to ac- 
knowledge, that it hath alia among its numerous fons 
and daughters fome extremely well favoured children. 
Curiofity hath given birth to the moft arduous pur- 
fuits ; its achievements have been of the greateft util- 
ity ; and without this ftimulus we fhoidd have great 
reafon to fear anuniverfal ftagnation in every branch- 
of knowledge. Moreover, this fame curiofity con* 
forts, at this prefent, very exaftly with my feelings ;.. 
for the queftion — Pray, who is Marg-ai^etta ? involves^. 
afubjedl upon which I expatiate with infinke fatisfac* 
tion, and upon which I have never yet loft an <^or-. 
tunity of b^ing loquacioufly communicative. 

At the clofe of the late war, when I was an idle^ 
young fellow, fond of indulging myfelf in every lux- 
ury which the fmall patrimony that deicended to me. 
from a very worthy father, would" permit, I conceived 
an invincible defire of ■ becoming a fpectatop-of the 
felicity which I imagined the inhabitants o£. South- 
Carolina, particularly th^ fufFering metropolis of that 
State, would experience on their emancipatton. ironi at- 
iucceflion of evils, which, for a period of feven years,, 
had continued^ to occupy their minds, giving them ta 
tafte deepjiy of every calamity confequent upon a war, 
conduced in th^t part of oui: country with abnofl " 
unparalleled barbarity. I had. early cojiVC^^^dmy-^ 
felf in the bands of Wedlock with a yojxsig woman 
p£ a mild and . conceding difpofition, who fincerely 
loved me, and who, accommodating herfelf even to^ 
my caprices, hath niade itthe, ftydy of her life, whei^ 
Ihe could not conyinpe my judgment,, however ra- 
tional her arguments in her own eflimation, to bend'^ 
to my purpoles her, moil approved wilhes. 

When I announced my iintentipn of vifiting 
South-Carolina, Ihe could not forbear fuggefting' 
fome econoipical ideas ; but upon a, declaration^ 
tjhat I was determined to J^ecute my plan, ihe fubr. 

mitted, j 




Kd. ri.J TfiE GLEANERi 

mitted with that kind of acquiefcencey, which otm 
fex is fo fond of confidering as the proper charac-^ 
teriftic of womanhood. For a progrcfs then of* 
manj hundred miles, in a one horfe chaife^ we* 
commenced our journey ; we intended to pafs o» 
by eafy (|ages ; and, moreover, we were acconv* 
panied by one of= the patriotic exiled citissens of» 
Charleflon, with whom, during a ftruggle which aflo* 
dated the remotefl fubjeds of the union, we had' 
contra^ed an intimate acquaintance. The kindnefs. 
of this gentleman, who was well mounted, ferving us^ 
as a relay, we proceeded expeditioufly enough j and I - 
do not remember that I ever in my life pafled my- 
^me more agreeably. Many fcenes novel and inter* 
efting, profped^s extenfive, and views truly pidur- 
efque, arretted ^up-attentionj and were I not hading 
to give a folution- to the reader's queftion,^ I might* 
peraaps amu(e him very tolerably, in the defcriptive 
Jfee, through two or three pages dofe printing ; but« 
in a courfe of publications, I may poffibly again re^. 
cur to exhibitions .which pleafed >me fo highly at the<^ 
time, when^ I may be more at lejifure to g/ean what--. 
ever £ower recollection may fumifh.. 

On otH- arrival in- CharlefloB' we found our moft 
iknguine expedations anfwe^ed ^ the joy of the libe*^ 
rated citizens was unbounde^^t wa$ beyond de-^ 
icription ; nor can- 1 give a better idea of -their £it-< 
isfadioxi than by pronouncing ic in exa^ proportion* 
to, and fully commenfurate with, their preceding, 
fhfierings. Our companion,- however, was, by the 
fiane unwsurantable meafures which' had wrecked* 
many a princjely fortune, ftripped of his. whole in-, 
heritance; fo that being entire ftrangers in Charleflon, 
we were neceffilated to provide ourfelves with hired; 
le<^ings. 

Our landlady was a widow of reputation, whofe 
faoufe was frequented only by people of the utmofl: 
circunafpe^ion. The fecond day sifter our arrival,; 
9fi the good woxnap, was- pouring the tea, whidK 

we 
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we had cliofeai for break&ft» a geairk ts^ 9t ib» 
door drew^ eur attention. My vf^c, wko m m 
fittft the pink ^ civility, was mechaoically rifaig^ 
tt» open it» wjten (lie was prevented by our holk^ 
iriio criedy Sk down, Madam» it is aobody but the. 
cUid* My dear Mary& who is extravs^^tly fond 
tf di^ren, catching at the {biind» ea^er% Te|>liedt» 
** Theoty Madanv youi hare a young faas^y.'* ** Nc^» 
Madaot," retinmed the hoftefs, *^ it is long fince hi^ 
}K>iiag folks have been grown up^ aheat me i hv^ th^ 
Ikllr creature belongs to an unfortunate lodger qf 
mine^ who fa continually weeping over her» and 'wdw 
I sm aitftid will not long be an uahabitant ^ thh bad 
world ;. indeed I fuppofe her prefexO; ezarand i& oeca- 
fioned by fome new diftrefs of her motiier'ss for the 
pretty itmtg is wonderfully feniible fbv fuch a mere 
bdby.'' My poor wife» in wbofe coiup^ikion, human* 
ity is the paramount ingredient, inftantly feuad h^ 
benevxxknce engaged ; aQ her tender feelings took the 
alarm ; and^ precipitately quitting her chair, m a ttre^^ 
muloQS Tf»ce (he exclainoiedL ** IVay, Msidamy n^led^ 
not die iHifortunnte fick perfon for us>s I can fill t3^ 
tea, and I befeech you to admit the little petttioaer«^ 
'Shegood urantan, pronouncing a. panegyric uponi^e 
tcndemcfs of itiy i^e'a difpofition, fenhwith ^u'ew 
open the door, vsdien a little fenude, apparently a^aot 
ten years of age, prefented herfelf ; ibe was beautiMi 
ae innocence^ and her figure was of thatkuid, whidk 
feenu formed to intereft every benign principle oS thft^ 
foul ; which is calcida£ed to invigorate, even in^ ;he 
bbfom of the mod phlegma/tic, the latent fparks o£ 
pity, although nearly fmothered there^ 

** Oh Mrs. Thrifty P' exclaimed the heart affedlii^ 
pleader, *' will you not come to my mamma I will y<AJk 
" not give her fome more of them blefled drops which 
«* yeflerday made her fo much better? flie is — indeed 
"fhe is" — ^Here, cafting her eyes toward us, whom 
her concern had before prevented her from feeing, and 
who were regardix^ her with a napeture of pity and 

admiration* 
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admiration, a modeftblufh tinged} her irheek', which*, 
even at that earjy age, had been too often waflied by 
the tear of forrow ; andi burfting into an agony of*^ 
ffrief, {he remaitied filent. " Go on, Margaretta, faid 
.Mrs. Thrifty ; let us know what new complaint you< 
have to make ; this gentlenaan ^id lady are very 
good, and will excufe you." Mary took the hand of- 
the weeping cherub, and drawing her to her, im- 
printed upon her humid cheek one of; thofe balmy 
l^ffes which fhe is always ready to beftow upon the 
young proficient, tlius early enlifted- under the ban- 
ners of misfortune. " Mrs. Thrifty fays right, my dear, 
cyery body will" teve and pky you^jtellsus, how is 
your manuna ^" The child, hanging upon the arm of 
my wife, expreffed by her intelligent eyes a thousand 
mingling feidations ; furprife, love, gratitude, and a 
correfted kind of joy, feemedtc grow at once in her 
foul ; and, bowing upon the hand of Mary in a per- 
turbed manner, fhe fpontaneoufly exprefled the invol- 
untary emotions of her bofom- : ^ Oh- my dear lady, 
** will you not fee my mamma ? certainly you can 
** make her well, and fhe is indeed very fick ; I 
*' thought tijis inorning fhe would fpeak to me na. 
•* more— fhe looked fo pale~r-^nd was fo long before 
** fhe bid Bjie repeat ray morning hymn ; Oh if my 
** poQr mamma fhould' die — I cannot — indeed I can-. 
•• not. flay here." 

Mary, it will not be doubted, bent her utmoft 
efforts to foothe the fweet mourner. But not to 
dwell longer upon a fubje<Sl, on which it will per-* 
haps be diought i' hay.e already too much enlarged^ 
it fhall fuffice to fay, that, through the good offices , 
of her little friend, Mary fbon prQCured an intro-v . 
du6tion into the chamber of the fick*— that, feel* , 
ings, which at iirfl originated in compaflion for the - 
charming child, meliorated into a fympathetic kind f 
erf amity-— and that, for the courfe of one week, fhc;^ 
pafTed a very large proportion of. her time in endeav*. 
ouring to mitigaite the calamities of the fliffering mati^.. 



i 



2a The gleaner. [No. IL 

ron. Her afllduitk^ however, ,were not crowned witk 
the falutary efffccls fhe wiihcd ; the patient, it was but 
too apparent, was haftening on to the hour of her ^- 
folution ; her diforder was a. regular decline ; the 
fhafts of a deep-rooted and incurable grief, mufl, of 
neceflity, be unerring j audit was evident, that in the 
bofom of the fair amided, corroding forrow had in- 
fixed its envenomed tooth. My wife often recom- 
mended a refignation to, and reliance on, the dlfpofi- 
tions of a paternal God ; but the dying woman fhook 
her head, and continued her pity moving frghs.: And 
about ten days after our abode at Mrs, Tm-ilty's, the 
poor lady recovering from a fainting fit, during which 
it was fuppofed Ihe had breathed her laft, iunmioned 
us into her apartment, and, confignmgMargarettaio 
the care of Mrs. Thrifty, Ihe thus addreiTedus : — 

" You fee before you, my friends — ^for friends, fliort 
as is the interval in which I have known you, a num^ 
bcr of concurring circumftances evinces you, in the 
moft exalted fenfe of the term, to be ; but you are 
uniformly, I doubt not, the friends of the unfortu-> 
Bate, and- the Searcher of all hearts knows that my 
ek^m to your regards in this charadler is indubitable. 
You fee before you, I fay, a very diilrelTed woman ^ 
for the fake of the child who is juft gone from me, I 
will. briefly Fecount to you -the outlines, if I may fo 
exprefs myfelf, of my life. She is not, as fhe fup^i 
jiofes^ my daughter — ^I never was a mother — ^I was 
the eldeft of two fifters, who faw^ ourfelves reduced. 
from affluence to penury \ we were orphans, and. we 
^itfere,: by the rapacious hand of unexampled fraudf. 
defpoiled o^ «ur patrinK)ny ; our mutual affe^lion, 
kovrever,. fumved- j anc^ upon the altar whict QU|^ 
oiisfortunes-badterededk we exchanged vows of eter^- 
nal amity. To a. fmall town in the environs of 
ILondon.wie retiredi endeavouring to fhekpr our. de- 
fencelefs heads, and, to feekfrom honefl induftry, that 
fi^port, of which, by faithlefs trqileesi we bad been 

« My 
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••^Myfiftcr was addreffed by a young man, vfhom 
1 conceived altogether unworthy of her ; for the 
■pride of my heart was yet urifubdtied ; (he, how- 
ever, -ndtwithftanding all -my remonflrances, pcrfifted 
•in encouraging the pui'fuit of young Melworth ; while^ 
ifo rooted was my averfion, fo -impaflioned my deela- 
Tations,-^nd fo unyielding the anger which deformed 
my Toul, that I rafldy protefted, the hour which made 
them one,(hould fix between us an everlafting bar, 
and tfiat I would on no -account, after fuch an event, 
hold with her the fmalleft intercourfe. Their mar- 
tiage neverthelefs took place, and to*my fitter's en- 
treaties 'for a reftoration -of our former amities, inr 

V'' i*"'' * * 

t3bdurate heart continued infenfible. < '^^ - • ' 

' •* About this time, Captain Arbuthnot made his ap- 
'J>earance' in our vrllage ; a tender friendfliip grew 
'betWeeii us j it meliorated intd love, and he, in feme 
'fort, * /upplied to me the place of my loft fifter : 
Hym6n fanftifi^d our union, and I efteemed myfelf 
the happteft of women, 

** Of my fifter, I' knew* but" little ; common ft me 
indb^d informed me, that ihe was fatisfi^d with her 
coilnexion, that her circumftanccs were eafy, that- fhe 
had given birth to one daughter, and with this intel- 
ligence I was well enough contented. It is true, I 
was, by private whifpers, affured that fhe pined after 
a reconciliation, and that fhe had often been heard 
to fay, that a renewal of our once warm and glow- 
ing attachment, was the only remaining requifite 
which was yet wanting to complete her felicity. 
Still, however, I was unmoved ; and I verily believed 
that every tender feutiment, in regard to my fifter, 
was, eradicated from my bofom. It was at this junc- 
ture that' I accompanied Captain Arbuthnot in a 
jdtirttey of fome months ; and on my return, being 
upon a vifit, among other occurrences which Were 
retailed to me, I leatned that Mr. Melworth, having 
engaged on* board a ftiip whith.had foundered at- fea, 
every life had been loft; and that Mrs. Melworth, 

whofe 
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Aii4i6fe health was before in a decliiungftatCf was faft 
finking under this calamitous event. The feelings of 
nature, were now, as by a fhock of ele&4city, in- 
^flantly roufed. Unfpeakable was the agony of my 
foul ! with the utmoft fpeed I hafled to her abode t 
but alas ! I was only in time to receive her laft fighs ! 
the dart which my unkindnefs had siimed at her 
•peace, urged by a ftroke fo fatal, de^ly transfixed her 
fpirit, and ihe was abfolutely expiring a martyr to the 
fe verity of her fate. Yet, ere fhe breathed her laft, 
fhe bequeathed her little Margaretta to my care. The 
fweet infant, then only two years old, intuitively, as 
•it ihould feem, threw her arftis about my neck, while 
in the prefence of Heaven, and in the hearing of her 
departing mother, I folemnly fwore never to forfal^e 
her ; and, fince that hour, to fhelter, to fbothe, to 
reftrain, and to diredl my lovely charge, hath been 
the prime objedt of my life ; but,, yet a little whilep 
•and I (hall be here no more. Oh diou fainted (hade 
of myinuch wronged Margaretta! may my deaths 
fo fimilar to thy own, expiate my injuflice to thee^ 
thou firft, mod indulgent, and mildeft of women. 

" In one of the regiments ftationed in Ireland, aniS 
in the year eighty-one ordered to America, Captain 
Arbuthnot had a command y he was now my only 
' friend, and with my little orphan, who imagined us 
her real parents, I refolved to follow his fortunes. 
We had been induced to fuppofe that eafe and aiHu* 
cnce awaited us here ; that the country was fubdued> 
and that nothing remained for us but to take poflef^ 
(ion of the forfeited lands ; but we have been mi(e- 
rably deceived. Landing in this city, upon the third 
of June, as early as the feventh of the fame months 
the troops marched under the command of Lord 
Rawdon, encountering inconceivable difficulties, in a 
rapid progrefs beneath the intenfe rays of a burning 
fun, through the whole extent of the State. My un- 
fortunate hufband fell a vidim to the climate, and to 
the wounds which he received in the engagement, 

which 
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vbich took place near Shubrick's plantation.' Need 
the reft be told I — Upon the evacuation of Charlefton, 
I was unable to embark with the troops* For my lit- 
tle Margaretta, tnj lail figh will be breathed ; it is 
for her, as I faid, my humane friends, that I have, 
thus long detained you. By the injuries of which 
they complain, the benevolent feelings of the inhabit- 
ants of this city are blunted — ^what can I do ? (bang- 
crs as you are, I folicit your advice — was fhe but 
provided for, my paflage out of time would be eafy ; 
for, with regard to myfelf, I know no profpedt fo 
pleajQng, as a fpeedy reunion with my Henry and 
my much injured fitter.'* Mary caft upon me her 
mtelligent eyes ; I underftood the reference, and I 
haftily replied. If, Madam, your confidence in us is 
fufficient to calm your mind, you may make yourfelf 
entirely eafy about your girl ; for, from this moment, 
we jointly inveft ourfelves with the guardianfhip of 
the little orphan, and we promife to confider her aaf 
the child of our affedlion. This was enough ; the 
matron yielded up her fpirit without a remaining re- 
gret ; and, after affifting at her obfequies, we returned 
bomcy well pleafed with our new acquifition. 
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To catch the moments as they rapid f[j ; 
To fend them mark'd and gilded to the iky ; 
Fraught with the incenfe dUigence eztradts, 
"Which (till improves, and not one hour protra<Sl8 ; 
This b the hyblcan art, whofe honied fweets 
From circling angels glad acceptance meets. 

" Tl LESS me !*' cried Margaretta, « as I live, here 
J3 is, in this Magazine, a publication entitled the 
Gleaner!" Asihe.fpoke, (he bent her lovelyface 
toward me, in order the more attentively to obfervc 
what effedt this information {>roduced in the lines of 

C my 
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my countenance, I endeavoured to preferve my ac- 
cuftomed gravity. Margaretta interrogated — ^" Dear 
Sir, did 1 not lately hear you fay, that if you ever 
appeared in the world as an author, you would cer- 
tainly be known by this appellation V* I was ftill 
filent — Margaretta continued, — *^ I proteft. Sir, I an^ 
forrry you are foreftalled, for I had promifed myfelf 
a fund of improvement, whenever you Ihould employ 
your talents as a writer : I expected alfo, much en- 
tertainment from the various conjedlures which I 
imagined would have been hazarded, relative to the 
real character of the Gleaner, and I was pofitive, that 
from the commendations which would undoubtedly 
have been beftowed upon my beft friend, I Ihould 
have experienced fome of the fineft fenfations of 
which my gratefully duteous heart is fufceptible." 
I faw that having entered upon a fubjedl: that her 
ingenuity never fails of rendering fufficiently copious, 
fhe would fo manage it, as to prattle on, till her 
tender volubility had made of me the fool, into 
which it is always in her power, (my boafted equa- 
nimity notwithftanding) to convert me. I judged it 
proper, therefore, to ftop her in her career, and 
drawing my pipe from my mouth, I haftily exclaim- 
ed — I tell you, child — I tell you, Mifs Melworth, that 
the univerfe containeth not fo vile an aflaflin of our 
beft purpofes, fo deteftable a murderer of time, as 
that hangdog {conndr^l-^-Procrafiinathn, The poet 
was too cool when he pronounced him only a thief ; 
for he who fteals a commodity, may turn it to his 
own ufe, reaping thereby, at leaft a temporary ad- 
vantage ; whereas this fame Procraftination, is in no 
fort benefited by what he feizes, fince he abfolutely 
ingulfs, nay annihilates, the precious moments upon 
which he lays his torpid paw ; or, in other words, I 
aver, that even in the moft virtuous bofom, every 
principle of.firmnefs evaporates at his corrofive touch, 
and that his fangs are more deadly than the moft 
mortal peftilence, for from the death which he inflidls^ 

there 
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there is no refuiTe<5Hon. Had I, immediately on my 
election, engaged in a compoiition of fome kind or 
other, (for the verfatility of the title allows the utmoft 
latitude) had I forthwith fent it forward to the 
Editors, I fliould thus have fecured, by appropria- 
tion, the defignation of my choice ; but what regrets 
can redeem the pad ? read it, however, my dear, 
and let us profit by every means. 

The reader will remember that at the time of this 
confab, the fecond number of the Gleaner was not 
written. 

Margaretta read, and when fhe had finifhed the 
piece, 1 proceeded, without commenting thereon, to 
harangue the good girl, and Mary my wife (though 
I muft confefs, that few females (land lefs in need of 
leifhiring) upon the value of time, upon the ncceflity 
of feizing it by the forelock, &c. &c. &c. And 
indeed is th«re a more eilimable gem, a pearl of 
m^re intrinfic worth, than that quota of days, 
which is committed to every h?.nd ? and, fmce by 
grafping the moments we cannot detain tliem, Cxi<;^ 
when once they have winged their flight, it is only 
by refledion that they are known, what induftrious 
lapidaries ought we to be, that fo their radiant influ- 
ence may emit the moft fuperb and lengthening 
beams of light. I have long been a warm admirer 
of that Roman Emperor, who is reprefented as 
lamenting in fo impaffioned a manner, the lofs of a 
fingle day ; and in truth, he could not poflibly have 
been furniftied with a more rational caufe of regret ; 
for, had he been robbed of his pofleflions, as an 
individual, the wheel of fortune is ftill revolving, 
and his ancient patrimony might have once more 
been cftablifhed ; were his vaft dominions in any 
part difmembercd, armed for conqueft, he might 
nave gone forth, and his vi<5lorious arm might pofli- 
bly have reunited the fevered diftridl ; was he de- 
prived of the choiceft of his friends, with the gods 
they ftill rentiained, and futurity would doubtless 

reftore 
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reftore them ; but alas ! the lapfe of time he could 
never overtake, its courfe muft be cver.]|rogrcffivej, 
no hand can roll back its career. Neimer J<Aua 
nor Hezekiah, though they may juftly be deemed 
Heaven's firft favourites, though the condefcending 
Deity propitioully bending his ear to the prayer of 
their fupplicationsj added whole years to the life of 
the one, invefting the other with foil powiet to arreft 
and fufpend the operations of nature, giving the fun- 
at his command to ftand ftill. upon Mbunt Gibeon^ 
and the moon in the valley of Ajalon, yet they could 
not fo far prevail with their God, as to induce bim 
to recal a fmgle moment which bad pafled by. 

If then, time is a good, which when gone is beyond' 
redemption, utterly and altogether irretrievable, the 
wonder is, that we are fo litue attentive to its wade 
that 'in its regulations' and diflribution we economize 
fo little \ I -have thought, that if parfimo^rr at^^ 
tolerated, it ought to hej^ ^^ tittjofition of timei and 
that the^^I^unous hand, when employed in appor-. 
iidiiiBg the moments, may with propriety be account* 
ed under the diredlion of virtufe. It is fttange to Hear 
from the mouth of one who murders above Half the 
hours, by configning them to oblivious ilfeep, a com* 
plaint of the fhprtnefs' of time, and yet- nothing is 
more frequent. Six liours in four and. tT*^nty,, 
devoted to lleep, when the conftltution is naturally 
good, is faid, by the moft epiin.ent' phyficians, to be 
fuliy adequate to every purpofe of health. If we 
have accuitomed ourfelves, when the fan is^ upwards 
of fifteen hours above our horizon, to proflrate befose 
the drowfy god, until the hour of eight in 'the morn- 
ing, let us by perfeverailce acquire the habit of 
quitting our pillows at five, at a moment when the 
blufhing face of nature is clothed in tranquillity ;■ 
when every breeze feems commiflioned to invigorate 
the mind ; when the weary frame which the evening 
before funk down languid,, debilitated, and almoft' 
exhaijfled, is as it were renpva^ted ; Whenj aided' by 

frncy,. 
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fancyy we might be induced to conceive ourfelves 
again in the morning of our days ; when every cir- 
cumilance difpofeth to the peaceful enjoyments of 
contemplation, and the mod philanthropic fentiments 
are originated in the bofom : JLet us, I fay, refolutely 
and cheerfully embark in this /peculation^ and we fhall 
^nd that three of the moft delightful hours are every 
day gained ; that twenty-one hours are cleared in the 
courfe of one week ; and how many months may be 
thus added to a common life, let the expert arith- 
metician calculate. It is certain that deep is a figure 
of deaths that while wrapt in its embraces, we are in 
ejffe^ as helplefsy and \vl fa£i as unconfckus of every 
thing which in reality paffeth upon this globe, as tlie 
body which hath been for many years entombed ; 
and as it is quite as pofUble to commit a debauch in 
Heeplng as in eating or drinking, it muft be acknowl- 
edged as an undoubted truth, that every moment 
thus dsvolQdi which is more than fufficient to reftore 
the tired faculties, is worfe than loft. But it is not 
enough that we become careful to enrich ourfelves 
by an accumulation of hours, an exadl attention to 
their appropriation being to the full as requifite. It 
is in vain that we have amaffed much property, if 
we lavilh it, in a profufe or thoughtlefs manner. 
Order fhould be employed as the handmaid of time ; 
file fhould mark, arrange and decorate every move- 
ment J thus proteding from the inroads of confufion, 
which would ingulf even the longevity of an antedi- 
luvian. 

It would be pleafant to obferve the contraft be- 
tween a family, tlie females of which were properly 
methodical, and economical in their diftributions and 
expenditures of time, and one accuftomed to leave 
^trj thing to the moment of necefllty, to conform 
to no regulations, but to crowd the affairs which 
ought to take rank, in the different divifrons j^f the 
week, into fome contingency for which. they are 
totally unprepared : The one is the habitation of 

C 2 tranquillity, 
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tiranqiiillky ; it is a weH ordered community r it is at 
complicated' machine, the compoaent parts of which 
are £o harmonioufly organized, as to produce itone 
But die moft concordant founds, to e^Fedhiate none, 
^ut the moft falutary snxd uniform purpofes ; Jtt 
fhort, it is aterreftrial parasdife, where dwells love 
and unity, atttoded by all the blefBngs of content- 
jhent. While the other, — ^but who can deKne8H« the 
other ? It is a reftoratipn of the reign, of cha:os, ami 
genuine pleafiire is a ftranger to its aibode ; and yct». 
perhaps', the lady paraanotmts' of each faimly, ate 
equally well meaning, good bind of women ; although 
the want of a little petfeycrance, which would zmt 
at producing a laudable habit, ptefents tbiis ^ndanf 
choly reverfe. 

I wifh not, feid Erneftus to Craftinatus, to entruft 
my only fon to the flu^ating waves of die treacherous 
ocean ; but, in my opinion, neither Charyb<fis nor SeyU 
la, though armed with all the terrors once attributed ta 
them, is half fa fatal to a youftg fellow, as a mind, 
unoccupied by laudable purfliits, and that pemidotts 
habit of idly diffipating time, which hath daihed fa, 
many high raifed hopes. Why do you not take hin^ 
into your compting-houfe, replied Craftinatus^ be will' 
certainly find full employ there, for I declare for mj 
own part, that though I conftantly retain two clerks^ 
I am yet notwithftandlng, incxpreifibly fatigued by 
the multiplicity of attentions which my bufinefs in- 
volves. Well, I do not know how it iS| xttumed 
Erneftus ; but I aflure you, neighbour, upon my hon- 
our, though I have riot tne fmalleft affiftance, that were. 
it not for the amufement of reading, pidirig, vifitiftg,, 
ftc. &c. 5fcc. I could not poffibly contrive to fill up» 
time. 

But the bufmefs of Craftinatus is more various^ 
ihore extenfivcj and his avocations ate more multi- 
plied. Erneftus, it may be^ moves in a more confine 
ed fphere. No fuch thing — ^the calls upon them are 
era^^ly fimilar,. and the fame line of conduct woulii 
be pi-opcr to them both j to integrity they are equaU 
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ly devoted, and equity in their dealings is alike the- 
goal of their wifhes^ 

But the clofe of every week ftates ezad^Iy the ac- 
eaeaasci Eraeftusi the poftiag of his books- wasg 
from the firft, the work of every day ; as often as 
poflible he paiTeth receipts ; and when this defideratum 
€2Bnot be obtaiaedt fo preci&ly is debt and credit 
annousteedf that the foot of every page prefents the 
waok unerriiig information;, the whcde amount of 
his paffejj^ns he knows ; every farthing i<x which he 
is iiid<sl«<<d is in legible characters expreiTedt and in 
a very ftort {pace of time^ he can eftimate to a pen- 
-Kfj what he ts rttUfy worth ; no perfon demands of 
Emeftus a iecond time hss ^oaAt^ for he n^er hazards 
birgerfumsy than his capital can at any thm command ; 
this enableth him to wear the wreath of punduality,^ 
and he fu^ports^ unimpeached^ even by the toiurue 
of fl^iden the charad^y of an boneft man^ Tbei 
hsBppY e€eds> oi fuch a mode of procedure, are too- 
Avioos to be pointed out, and. £meftu$y9r/j them alU 

The heart of Craftinatus is equally goodt but irx^eib- 
huion hath affixed ks ftamp upon his mind, and he 
hadi not perfeverance enough tQ break the. force of 
habit ; a demasid upon CraAinatus for a iettls- 
Btent, throws him into the utmoil confuilon ; his ac- 
counts have run j(b longi that they involve a thoufand 
intricaetes ; all hands are at work to inveftsgate ; to 
come at truth is difficult, if not impoffiUe ; and it is 
a wonder if a rtq^ture is not the confequence^. When 
Ctaftinatas hath paid the great (kbt of nature, his 
ttfiidrs will lay open to the inroads of firaud, his wid- 
ow and his orphan children will be the fufferers, and 
the pTObabtiity is> that m. infolvency wiU take plajce*. 

Whetdas, had he But it is time thax I recoUe^ 

myMS; it may be thought that I encroach too for 
Vtt^n a d^epartment, which may be coafidered as 
amready filled. Well then, havbg gleaned thus 
much) I will only add, that a late ingenious writer 
would hate obfenred^Crafiiiuitus. ^< <£>th not work 
it rights'' N^ 
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But let 118 give the prelent tunes their due. 

THERE is fcarce an obferver in all the pHrlieus 
of contemplation, but muft recolle(ft, in fome 
part or other of his life, to hare met with fpirited 
declamations upon the degeneracy of the times. O 
Tempora ! O Mores ! is an exclamation frequently 
in the mouths of thofe who inherit much> and who 
are, by the good and wholefome laws of their coun- 
try, guaranteed the peaceable enjoyment of their am- 
ple pofTeilions. There is a fet of people who can 
never fee a tax4>ill, or attend to the requilitions of 
government, without mutinoufly, if not treacheroufly> 
running the parallel between what they term the 
prefent exorbitant demands, and the moderate char* 
ges of the Britifh adminiflration ; and while they are 
blind to the emoluments of independence, they feem 
to forget that l>ouJe keeping is of necejftty more expenjivc 
than a rejidence in the dnuelling of a parent or a maftermy^ 
If the fpirit of difcontent was peculiar to thefe incon- 
fiderate cavillers, it would be well ; but we are con- 
cerned to find, that it pervades aU orders of men, 
from the philofopher down to the verieft grumbler — 
from the prieft to the cobler — ^from the aggrandized 
lawyer to his fleeced client — ^from the moft enlight*^ 
cned phyfician to his fuffering patient — from the 
ftatefman to the beggar — ^and from the liberally en- 
dowed and independent gentleman to. the common 
day's labourer. In fhort, every defcription of peo- 
ple are fouiid crying out on the depravity of the 
times ; and were we to give full credit to the tefti- 
mony of thofe, who, from age to age, have taken an 
unaccountfible pleafure in depreciating the ti?ne beings 
we Ihould be ready to conclude, that we muft at 
length have arrived at the neplus ultra of turpitude, 

and 



IfaEir:^ The GLEANER. jj 

and have become adapts in eyery ipeeies of atrocious 
criminality* Yet the accufatioH proceeds from the 
lips of' very. re^pe^aUe complainants, wbofe judg- 
ment^ in many refpeds, is- hardly proUemattcaly and 
to whole, decii&ons. vfe fuhnut perhaps witk t90 much 
docility. 

In order to exalt the ancients* and to render them 
fpjnreine in the fcale oft excellence^ it is cullomary to 
level the modems ; and. the- fame of the one is appre* 
ciated, in an exaA ratio, as d^at of the othei:- is under- 
valued. 

We are t<dd nouch of the goltkn age ; but the nioft 
careful invei^ligator is at a lc3s at what period of the 
world to date its epoch.; fince, inunediately upon the 
expulfion of Adam, from the paradife which he had 
t^rfeit^y ^e battery of hatred and malevolence was 
opened ; giants were abroad in the eartb> and nations 
no fooner ezifted, than they learned war. 

The golden age, t)ien> with all its fplendid charac- 
tenfUcS) we are feign, to condgn to the region- of 
'^ncji denying it a bein^ but in the breith of poetic 
fiction, or the annals of imagination. 

Thefl^eriority which. we are fo ready to award to* 
the ancients, m&y be equally without any^fonndatioUi 
m^n^ality-; and it is in myv humble opinion probable^^ 
tJiftt their* principal advantages were derived fix)m 
their being firfl upon the ftage of adion. Methinks. 
I fee tlie blulh of indignation tinge the face of the 
reader> and he is ready to exeorate the Gleaneri for 
attempting to pluck from the venerable brow of an-, 
tlquity the fnjalleft twig of fame. Yet, while I 
reverence a prejudice, which very ptoflibly originates 
in- the rooft. laudable affgdions, I neverthelefs reply—*. 
But* let us give revolving time its due. Pray, my 
good- Sir^ or Madam, if a certain opulent poffeiror is. 
endowed with- vaib dominions, in confequence of his 
dderOtip— *am I, an h<meil Gleaner, to whom, only a 
few bamn' tra^ remain, or whofe lot, perhaps, it i& 
tQ' cjcamine with- imweaiied diligence evecy Qsot q£ 

the . 
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the wide domain, if perchance I may glean the pit- 
tance which affluence has overlooked — ^am I, for this, 
in a Judgment of unimpaffioned reafon, to be the lefs 
regarded ? or, what principle of equity, padmg fen- 
tence without a trial, will pronounce, that had I been 
placed precifely in the fituation of the original occu* 
pier, I might not have laid out my grounds to equal 
advantage, fupporting a charadler to the full as dig- 
nified, as confident, and as becoming. 

Man is ufhered into being ; he finds himfelf ex- 
poied to all the vlcifiitudes with which the various 
feafons are replete ; the wintery ftorms are abroad ; 
hail, rain and fnow pofTefs a power eflentially to 
affliift him ; he burns beneath a torrid zone, or he 
freezes beneath a frigid ; in fhort, every thing points 
out to him the neceffity of a fhelter, and accord- 
ingly, he finks the hollowed cavity, or he raifes the 
thatched hut ; with proper repairs, this homely dwel- 
ling would anfwer full as well for his fucce/Tor ; but 
his fon improves thereon, and every generation adds 
fomething, till at length the finished edifice becomes 
complete. Now, I would a/k, is not every genera- 
tion entitled to its quota of praife ? and fmce the ori* 
ginal inventor was urged merely by necefiSty, and 
performed no more than what the beaver and other 
animals have frequently done, may not the vnprovery, 
who had not this incitement, comie in for his full 
fiiare I 

Surely the annals of antiquity record inftances of 
barbarifm in perfons,.when the manners were deemed 
highly polifhed, which would fhock the prefent feel- 
ings of the mod illiterate. Let us take a view of 
the Athenians, at an era when a ftate of great refine- 
ment WHS attributed to them, when they were, it is 
faid, an intelligent and a learned people ; let us take 
a feat in their theatre ; let us liften while they, al- 
moft unanimoufly, applaud the coarfe ribaldry oif an 
Ariftophanes, while they complacently attend the 
degradation of virtue, encouraging a rude and indel- 
icate 
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icate buffoon to hold up a Socrates as a fit fubjeA 
for the ridicule of the people ! 

But the ancients made many difcoveries — ^very true 
—and is not the reafon obvious ? There ivas much to 
difcover ; moreover, neceffity, as hath been before 
hinted, is an excellent flimulus to promptitude ; yet, 
in fbme refpedls, it would feem that they were vailly 
deficient in ingenuity : For example ; through re- 
volving centuries they remained ignorant of the art 
of printing, by which they might fo eligibly have 
tranfmitted to us their elaborate productions, although 
they could liot fet a foot upon xht yielding earth, with- 
out producing an imprejpon fufficient to fuggeft to 
them fo valuable an idea. 

The education of a modem (Indent is by no means 
finifhed, without an extenfive acquaintance with the 
YiiOtorji learning, manners and cuftoms of the an- 
cients ; the beft part of his life is therefore devoted 
to acquire this knowledge, and when thus accom- 
plilhed, he finds that the age of fancy is well near 
fled, and that to him the door of originality feems 
effectually barred. The ftudent of antiquity was not 
thus encumbered ; from his predeceiTors he had little 
to reap, and the volume of nature was opened before 
him ; yet his acquirements were often fuperficial, 
while the deepeft refearches, with their confequent 
improvements, were referved for later ages. 

How dreadful are the preparations for war, which 
the page of antiquity recounts ! their terrific habili- 
ments ; their deathfiil chariots ; their elephants, with 
all the fhocking apparatus ! fcarcely are they exceed- 
ed by the arrangements of an American favage, and 
hardly are the tortures which he meditates, more 
fearfully tremendous. What fcenes of blood and de- 
vaftation doth the annals of ancient hiftory exhibit ! 
how frequently are the feelings of humanity pierced 
to the very foul ! what fratricide ! what parricide ! 
while inftances are not wanting of tnothersi, who wade 
to empire through the blood of thofe children, in 

whofe 
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whofe Vital ftreamdiey had, with Temorfelefs cruelty, 
imbrued their hands ; fons inceftuoufly pollute ^ fa- 
ther's bed ; and fathers, tnoft unnaturally, fnatch to 
their libidinous embraces the trembling female to 
whom they gave exiftence ! 

The government of the ancients, whether demo- 
eratical, ariftocratical, monarchical, fumple or mixed ; 
all thefe, if examined by the eye of impartiality, the 
boafled wifdom of their legiflators, yielding in many 
reipedts to modem improvements, will, if I miibike 
not, by exadly ftriking the balance, prove the -arrange- 
ments of Deity to be equal, and manifeft him difbnb- 
uting with a p^ernal hand, to ev^ry age their exa^ 
proportion of talents,'endowing every; divifion of time, 
with men poffefling underflandings alike capable of 
profiting by the circunjftances in which they were 
involved. With regard to the religion of the an- 
cients, I fuppofe it will be granted, that it was a heap 
of abfurdities ; that it confifted of contradiftions, im- 
purities, and myfteries ; the charadler of their very 
deities are lewd and otherwijfe immoral ; with the ri- 
valihip and contention of their gods we are difgufled ; 
and even the hiftory €>f their Jupiter is replete wi4 
crimes, that abundantlyjuftify the illhumour ofhis Juno> 
that would have warranted the mod coercive proceed- 
ings againft him, for which he merited condign pun- 
ifhment, and which would have induced us ^wholly 
to acquit his brothers, Pluto and Neptime, (their own 
enormities notwithftandmg^ if they had, uniting their 
powers, precipitated him from his Olympian height, 
and confined him in adamantine chains to the Sty- 
gian flood, or the Tartarean gulph. 

But to refume the language of reafon ; this fond 
prediledlion for, and preference of die ancients, is, in 
reality, altogether unaccountable ; it is a fingiilar 
trait in the hiftory of mankind, fince, in every other 
inftance, the perfons, places and things, with which 
we have affociated, and to which we are accuftomed, 
pofiefs a charm, the bhrndiihrnents «f which 'w&fivd . 

it 
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it impoflible -to efcape : With what ardour do we re- 
member the fcenes of our youth ! upon the tablets of 
our breafts how indelibly is the love of the place of 
our nativity engraved \ what noble enthufiafixi fires 
the patriotic mind, when the interefts of his country 
are at ftake, and how gladly would the man of filial 
integrity, facrifice his faireft hours, to advance the 
importance of his parent foil ! More than one inftancc 
hath occurred of the moft dignified charaders, who 
have, from circiimilances, been compelled to a ftate 
of banifhment, breathing out their laft wiihes, that 
their remains might be conveyed to the much loved 
fpot, there to mingle with the duft, upon the furface 
of 'which they firft drew their vital breath. Indeed 
this attachment to country is aftonifhing, and not fel- 
dom doth it betray the mind into prejudices and con- 
ciufions, extravagant and unjuft. But one of the 
moft pleafing effeds of this local afFe<5lion is, that gen- 
uine tranfport which fo agreeably furprifes the foul, 
upon unexpe^edly meeting, in a diftant land, an ac- 
quaintance, a towniman, or even a fubje<5l of the fam« 
government ; perhaps in the ftreets of our own dif- 
trift, we Should have paffed him with the utmoft 
indifference ; but abfence ftill more endears to us 
every natural connexion ; reflexion meliorates our 
ideas ; circumftances in themfelves of little or no 
confequence, acquire a tender kind of importance ; 
recoUedlion prefents the fcenes of home-felt enjoy«. 
mcnt ; and though, probably, they were undiftin- 
guilhed by any prominent feature, by any particular 
refinement, or impreifive foftnefs, yet, regiftered in 
tlie ftore-houfc of memory, they rife up dignified and 
refpedable claimants, they are cherilhed with aug- 
menting regard, they point us to anticipated good ; 
and the traveller, who would once have been viewed 
as a. ftranger, (landing as a memento, is embraced 
with the ardour of friendfhip. 

But quitting a field, in which the Gleaner had not 
intended at tliis time to have wandered, I proceed to 
fay, that though, as it is an article of my creed, that 

D ' all 
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all things are in a ftate of progrcflion, I cannot re- 
gard the prefent, as the b^ oftdlpo^ihls times ; yet I do 
conceive, that at no period fmce the lapfe of Adam, 
vras the world in fo high a (late of improvement, as it 
is at thi$ very inftant ; it is lefs malevolent, and more 
philanthropic ; it is lefs barbarous, and more civil- 
ised ; it is lefs vicious, and tnore moral ; it is lefs 
rude ; it evinceth an increafing fharp of urbanity ; in 
ftort, the augmenution of its virtues is rapid, and. 
the probability is, as progreffive movements preclude, 
a retrograde idea^ that having rounded the circle, it 
will finally regain the point from whence it com^ 
nuenced its career- 
Let us tale a view of theprcfent order and decen^ 
cy obferved in fociety ; how fuperior is it even to the 
patriarchal age : Let us attend the rife, tJie progrefs, 
and the termination of the hoililities of adverfe na- 
tions ; how multiplied are their precautions ; how 
accumulated their manifeftoes ; what ftri(5t juftice, or 
at leaft the femblance thereof, are the contending 
parties obliged to exercife ; witli what regularity is 
the whole procefs conduced ; how great is the faith 
and confidence of treaties ; what odium attends the 
infringement thereof; with what cordiality, when the 
fword is Iheathed, do the battling heroes embrace ! 
refentments immediately fubfide, and the captured 
and the wounded become the objeds of generous and 
jnftantaneous attention 5 holpitals^ refremments, and 
a variety of folaces are prepared, and it is the pride 
of the foe, that the defeated warrior fhould receive 
every alleviation, of wJiich the circumftances of his 
fituation are fufceptible. By thefe means fo abun- 
dantly are the calamities of war foftened, that mili- 
tary engagements, comparatively fpeaking, afliime 
the form of an amicable intercourfe. 

The prefent age is juftly ftyled the period of revo- 
lutions 5 let us juit glance at the mofl: prominent 
events. The ft?uggles of the French nation have 
been, and ftill continue, ti-uly interefting ; the rights 
of man are placed In a confpicuous view ; many glo- 
rious 
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rious exertions have been made $ they are rapidly 
pofting on to the dellred goal ; and their King, if he 
poiTefletli that genius, that philanthropy, and that pa- 
triotic glow, which the ientijnents he hath avowed, 
and many corroborating teftimonies incline ns to at- 
tribute to him, while his brow is encircled with the 
brightening gem of real wortli, will donbtlefs find 
himfelf emboromed in that tranquillity which con- 
ifcious reftitude creates, and which all the pageantry 
©f faUe greatnefs could nevet have bellowed.* But, 
pai!ing on, we behold anothisr crowned TieaJ, volun- 
tarily, without a frngle hint from liis fubje<5ls, diveft- 
mg himfelf of every veftige of defpotifm, auguftly 
making the good of his people the prime movement 
of his adiens^ and with an ardent and a generous 
enthufiafm^ which will tranfmit his name with eter- 
nal honour to the latefl pofterity, "hailmg upon equal 
ground his feDow-inen ; reftoring to the body of tlie 
people their privileges and immunities, and once 
more invefting them with their native and inherent 
rights. If we turn our eyes toward our own country, 
we Ihall acknowledgje diat a few years have produced 
the inoft aftonifiiing effeds : Unnatural and inadmif- 
lible claims have been made ; they have been iavefli- 
gated ; they have been weighed in the balance, and 
tney have been found wanting. The genius of lib- 
erty, invigorated in tliis younger world, hath an-ayed 
itfelf for the battle ; it hath gone forth ; it hath ori- 
ginated oppofiti<!»n ; its banner have been difplayed ; 
It hath cnlilled its worthies ; the ftruggle hath been 
arduous, but the event hath crowned us with fuccefs ; 
over veteran foes we have been victorious ; independ- 
ence daps her wings ; peace is reftored ; govern- 
ments are formed ; public faith eftablifhed ; and we 
bid fair to become a great and a happy people. Yes, 
governments, are formed ; and what haUi hitherto 

been 

* The Gleaner regrets, tkat the dtplcrabl« cataftrophc, 
wibich, iioce the production of the above ciTay, clofed the vir- 
tuous life of a ftrincc, acknowledged, amiable, hath furniibed 
fb ftriking a proof of the ferocity of the prefeiit times. '" 
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been deemed a folecifm in politics, now becomes, to, 
the eje of experience, a palpable realitjr. We are 
free, fovereign, and independent States, and yet vrt 
are amenable to the Federal Head. Governments 
within governments exift ; their component parts are 
adequate to the purpofes of jurifditafon ; they are 
members of the national government ; they are united^ 
as it were, by a fympathetic thread, fymroetry, and 
its concomitant harmony, prefidies, and federalifm is> 
the tulilinan of their importance. Perhaps the prin- 
ciples of concentration are not flifceptible of clofe 
inveftigation ; like the immortal fpark by which we 
are animated, it takes the alarm, and flies off, when 
we would apply to its vital parts the mftrument of 
diffe<5lion. Yet to the captious reafoner, the anfwer is 
as ready, as to the fophift, who aJTerted the nonexiil^ 
cnce of motion, merely becaufe he could not move 
in the place where he was, and it was impoilible he- 
coiihl move where he was not ; but we cannot admit 
his crgOy for experience proclaims that we abfolutely 
do move, and it is a faft, that thefe governments^ 
ilmple and complex, have, in reality, an energetic 
and refpedable being. Thus, in this inftance, we 
have refined upon the plans of our anceftors, and we 
are happily reaping the eenial fruits of a wife and 
well concerted fyftem. Our admirable Conftitution 
unites the advantages which, ar^ attributed to i 
monarchical government, to an oligarchy, and a de- 
mocracy ; linqe fufficient power is lodged in the handfi 
of the Chief Magiftrate, to benefit the people ; fince 
an order of nobility is inftituted, an order, to which 
ail our worthies may pretend— ^/^^ order of Virtue — 
which, in truth, is alone ennobling ; and fince the 
career being open to all, we may with democratical 
equality purfue the fplendid prize. 

It is with glad complacency we mark the honours 
which encircle the head of our immortal Chief ; we 
congratulate our countrymen, that they have, to- the 
utmofl of their power, with becoming unanimity 
iigreed to reward his patriotic worth j tliat, in veiling 
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him vnik due authmty, they have rep<^d in his 
revered bofom the higheft confidence ; that» fuperior 
to the narrow politics o£ the Athenians (the fplendour 
of his chara^er notwithflanding) they prepare no oftra- 
cifm for his vittues j but that, on the contrary, with 
a glow of fuperior pleafute, they liften while the 
tongue cf fapient age expatiates upon his jullice, his 
difinteredednefs, and his paternal attachment to his 
country ; that they delieht to hear the voice of liiping 
innocence pronounce his venerable name ; that they 
tejoke in his echoing fame ; and that his praifes 
vibrate fweetly upon their fineR and moft rational 
feelings. 

Nor, though that fell defpoiler, {lander, hath dared. 
to infix its envenomed tooth in the fair and confift^ 
cnt charadter of our illuflrious Vice-Prefident^ will 
the pubUc zniiid fubmit to the deception which au« 
daciou5 accufation wotdd prefume to fabncate ; k 
will not iuffer a man, who would have conferred 
honour on any country in which he had happened to 
be bom ; who adorns every department which he is 
called to fill, frc»n the tender domeAic fcene, to the 
higheft oBacts of ftate, with ekgan&e and propriety, 
with the moil undeviating firmnefs, atKi imbkBoiihed 
integrity ; whofe interefting and highly finilhed litera- 
ry produ(^ns will tranfmit his name to ages yet un- 
born.; when the invidious caviller, and the writer of 
this effay, will, it is probable, be whelmed in tlie 
gulph of oblivion; — the public mind,.! fay, will not: 
ibfier fuch a man to fmk ; they will not fuffer the. 
opaque cloud, which for a moment may have ihaded 
t^ ^ik of fo br^ht a luminary, long to intercept it& 
ESkdiance ^ no^ it will judkiouily decide, and rifiiag iu» 
jg^ripT to prejudiee,^ it will, ftill confer on liizn its uUp 
iii(pe<5lfng confidence. 

Mentioning tl£ Vice-Prefident,. I am reminded o£ 
a^ tour I ku:d[y made through a neighbouring State, 
when falling, into company with a Uading man in the. 
govenunent, he eipre^Ted hijnfeif with a confidera-e 
Ue degtee of .acrimony of that gentleman ; and upon 

D a. my 
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mj gravely demanding in what he was culpable, the 
difaffedted perfon, in fo many words, replied, that he 
did not like him ; that he believed him. to be haughty 
and unyielding ; that in his progrefs through that 
State>. he, the objedor, had been one of a number who 
'had been folicitous to do him all the honour in their 
power ; that they aflembled. 'va large companies, col- 
lefted the militia, rung the bells> &c. &:c. but that 
Mr. Adams contrived, by fome means or others- to e* 
hide their wifties, for he had abfolutely, in defiance 
of all this homage which was prepared for him, pait 
ed unmindfCil on, iiicog. as it were, refufingin fa<ft 
every acknowledgment of their allegiance. Such>, 
andfo enormous, are the pretended mifdemeanours. 
of the Vice-Prefident ; yet, neverthelefs^ I perfuade 
myfelf that the aflemblage of virtues which brighteiv 
his charadler, will at length flalh convidlion upon' ev- 
ery eye, and* that the ^laay w'iW. know to diftiiiguiOi), 
and to value that noble independence of fpirit, that 
inborn worth, and intrinflc greatnefs, which, avoid-- 
ing an oftentatious difplay of grandeur, contents it*- 
feffwith innate confcioufeefs of real elevation* 

But, to the moil interefting and important partic-- 
ular, in which the prefent times may juftly boaft their 
fiiperiority over former ages, we have yet to attend*. 
Religion looks abroad with all her native honours 
thick about her j the day* of mafTacre ; the bloody,, 
the execrable adminiftration of a Miary ; the affright-- 
ed hours which witnefied the horrid tranfadlion upon: 
the eve of St. Bartholomew j the Irifti p^rfecutionsy- 
and fucceeding murders ; the government, or rather- 
mortal tyranny of James, with tbp more recent^, 
though not Iqis fatal American bigotry ; all thofe days 
are now gone pail, and I fupplicate the Saviour of' 
fmners, that they may no more return: -Religion, as 
I iliid, now defcends among ub, and ihe- is cloathed 
in all her native lovelinefs,^ On her head Ihe wears » 
wreath, entw:ihed by the fingers of -clemency ; virtu-* 
pus indulgence is exprefled in every feature of her face ^, 
her eye beams teuj^eruefs;^ and.her bofom istb^ feat> 

oi 
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of compaffion ; the unfuUied whitenefs of her flowing 
garments denotes the purity and uprightnefs of her 
mws ; beauteous and prepofleffing is her countenance ;- 
benign is her fway ; reafon and humanity are he»- 
daughters ; and while reditude is the moral of her life,, 
fhe throws over her faulty children the mantle of for* 
bearance. Under her corre<fting aufpices, what? won* 
ders are at this prefent eachibiting in the earth !• her* 
well aimed ihafts have pierced the very vitals of bigot- 
ry, liberality of fentimeiit is eftabliihed^ a CalvinifUcal 
chuTch is permitted almoft rtttht heart of the Papal 
dominions, it is confecrated with much folemnity ;. 
magi/h'ates of all defcriptions, with the clergy of the 
Roman Lutheran, and Calvtniilical perfuauon, joia* 
Mi the te deutn-^ and, the moft God honouring e£fe6t& 
are produced. But it is not at Stratfburg alone that 
the triumphs of truj religion are manifefted; her divine- 
and elucidating powers fesm penetrating into every 
comer of the globe, while in our own country, her 
progrefs is remarkably and glorioufly rapid. The- 
ihackles of fuperftitibn are thrown oflF, ignorance 
and bigotry give way ; the benign agency of tolera* 
tion is eftabliSiedj and a fpirit of equality ». and of free 
inquiry, is abroad. ParentSt enlightened parents, at 
this day are- not folicitous to implant ia the tender 
minds g£ their offspring the feeds of prejudice, or en-ft 
thuilaftic zeal j diey judge it fufficient if they can in- 
ftmdt their children in the nature of their, moral du- 
ties, what they owe to fociety, and, to themfelves ;: 
if they can give them an early and deep impreflion of." 
their dependence on, and; their obligations to,, a cre- 
ating and a paternal God; if they caji (ketch for 
them the outlines of the fall,, and- the reiloration,, 
pointing, to Jefus as the Redeemer of men ;- if they 
can teach them to view their fellow mortals as de-^ 
fcending irom* the^ fhme original ; if they can, by^ 
degrees, accuftom. them, to regard this ivorld as the- 
path through *which they are to Jlo ape- their courfi to their - 
native Jkiej ; Ithefe leading points, if they can accom- 
pUlh,^ they ^rc-therewith content j. wifely leaving thet 

eledica. 
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eledion of a particular fed of ChriiUans, with which, 
to coalefce their fentiments, with all the thorny road 
of difputation, to the matured growth of fully io* 
formed reafon» 

Glorious happyi andaugud period ! The Gleaner 
is grateful to the Power which hath given him his 
exigence in fo favourable an cpo^h ; he gladly renders, 
ifi the frefent times their doe ; he feels therein the utmoft. 
complacency^ and the tranquillity which this fpecula- 
tion difufeth through every faculty of his foul, he is. 
ardently folicitous to communicate to his reader. 
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*rhe virtue. Fortitude, to mould ^he mind, 
Bends fnuHng forward, on hcrfclf rccMn*d ; 
Tp tne«t the ills Of life the foul Ihe forms, 
Acconittiodation in her cauie ihe artnB ; . 
While faChion'd thus, we mark the various fcene^. 
And firmly (land amid tlie ftorm ferene. 

«/^ OD tempers the wind to the fiiom lamb,"— 
\Jf Sterne certainly poEe/Ted the happy art of 
filoathing his ideas in figures which, pointed them to 
the heart of his reader. Not feldom doth the humid 
eye of. fenfibility confefs that the writings . of that 
exquifite fentimentalift abound with flowers of the 
fiureft growth, and though the delicate mind Is too^ 
often lacerated by the thorns, whichin fome inftances. 
deform his high-wrought fcenes, yet fo fweet is the 
fragrance of thcv rofe, that the fofteft hand is reached 
forth to pluck it — ^yea, even at the rifle of being deep- 
ly 'pierced by the foimidable points which furround» 
it* But, however rich his eccentric pages^ may be^. 
(and I have not the fmalleft objedion to allowing- 
them their full value) they produce not, I take upon 
roe to pronomice,. a more ib-ikingly compreheniive 
paffage,' than that which I have fele&ed above— 
^ Btit; God tempers the wind to the ihorn lamb."— 
It i$> methink5» a feutence containing a fyftem in it« 

fd£j. 
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ftlf ; and it is replete with the qiiintefTence of moral- 
ity, religion and divinity— It is replete with moral- 
ity, for example is on all hands allowed to be more, 
influential than precept ; and it exhibits a view of the 
jLord of Univerlal Nature, beftowing fuch minute re*. 
. gards upon the feelings of the family which his om- 
nific word had contmanded into being, as to be at- 
tentive even to the wants of the bleating innocent^ 
who, fhom of its fleecy covering, flands in need of the 
vernal zephyr which is then commiiHoned to move 

fently over the warm furface of his difrobed body.— 
iere, I fay, is a rich lelfon of morality ; for if God; 
thus tempers the wind to the (kom lamb, are we not 
hence taught to refpe^i: much more the feelings of 
our fellow men— ^to regard as facred the relative du- 
ties of life, and to become reverentially obfervant 
of thofe calls which, upon the utnxoft eiforts of hu- 
manity, a focial intercourfe with mankind is fo fre- 
q^uently making. K is, in an efpecial manner, replete 
with religion ; for an a/furance that God tempereth 
the wind to the fhom lamb, naturally originates in 
the bofom the mod unwavering faith ; we cannot but 
confide in the Sovereign Power which is thu« benign* 
ly exercifed ; our hearts become the feat of acquiel^ 
cent tranquillity ; the altars of unwavering affiance 
ai'e ere^ed there, cheerfully we facrifke thereon ;, 
before the fnrrounding Deity we devoutly proftrate,, 
worfhipping with all adoration the Father of eter- 
nity, the God of the fpirits of all RqOi, — It is replete 
with divinity ; for its excellence can hardly be fur-" 
pafTed ; it whifpereth to the care-worn mind the genial 
voice of confolation ; it comforteth, it ere<5teth the 
fuperftru(fhire of its peace upon the only folid and. 
rational foundation ; upon a reliance on the paternal, 
^oodnefs of the Sire of angels and of men, and thus 
pointing dire(5l:ly to heaven ; thus by its animating 
powers foothing the foul, it is undoubtedly the lan- 
guage of the Spirit of truth ; it indifputably partak- 
eth of the divine nature. " But, God tempereth the- 
wind to tKe fhom larab»" — Poor Maria, no wonder 

that. 
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that 4ihy defol^ted bofbm difdained every mitigating' 
fcoafidemtknr, not immediately derived from diat om- 
iiipotefft Being, who, having " twice bruifed thee," 
«ould alone afiuage thy lacerating forrows. Doiaht- 
li^s it "was the angel of compaflion, who, breathii^ 
©ver the chaos of thy deranged ideas, illumined 
tfeem hy that irradiating light, which ftiall one day 
make glad the whole creation of God. But not to- 
Maria only, is the all healiag hand of divine benigni- 
ty even now exteiaded. To the fons and daughters 
cf hmnanity, the winds of heaven are Hill attempered^ 
awid die Source of all intelligence regards with an 
«qu<tl ey« tlie creatutTes whom he hath made : *VhQ 
deftitute Orphan, who trembles on the threlhold of an 
arraigning, a cenfuring, and an unpitying world ; 
the childlefs parent, who once beheld a lovely group« 
of £(ins aad' daughters ;. the widowed fair one, whole 
bkfted hopes, and whole fhort withering joys feem to 
condemn her to unceafing tears ; the once happy huf- 
band* bending over the untimely grave of a beloved 
wife ; the brother, the filter,, the friend, torn from the 
embraces of the obje<5i: whom they held moft dear i 
thefe have all been enabkd experimentally to fay,; 
" But, God tempers the wind to the fhom lamb." 
The angel. Fortitude, armed with unyielding firm- 
nefs, iffues from the right hand of the Moft High ; 
to tliis lower world ihe fhapeth hei: courfe ^ in the 
garments of inflexibility ihe is cloatbed, and always 
lure of her path» while flie w^ears upon her brow the 
wreath of reditude, Ihc tu^Tieth neither to the right 
mor to the left ; perfeveringly ihe pafl'etji on ; Ihe takr 
eth poifeffion of die mind, and ihe faihioneth it to her 
purpose ; with the genuine fpirit of heroifm (he en- 
. dowcth it, and pointing it to an elylium of future blili, 
&c invefteth it with fuperiority over the ills of time : 
Reiignattoii and acquiefcence are. in her train ; for, fii- 
iiig her eye upon one grand, objetfl, ihe bends slccom* 
9iodadng, and with becoming reverence to the will 
of Him n^om whom originates every good. Thus, in 
ficJknds and ia d^atb* ihe foftifi«S) fuf^orts, and 

Hcengthens^ 
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ftrengthens the mind, enabling the man pioufly to e*. 
c)aim, " But* God tempers the wind to the ihom 
lamb." I faid, in fickneft ; and. a reflexion upon this 
particular cal^^wiity, bringing me back from ray prefi 
ent ramble, foggefts to the Gleaner a queftion-— 
Whether it may not be well to account for his being 
induced thus to wander, in a field where, the foil hav- 
ing been fo often trod, he could expedl to glean io little? 
And with the affociation of. ideas perhaps every ob- 
fcrver, though not abfolutely a Locke, is more or left 
acquainted. 

Patrolling one fuperbly mild evening, in the courfc 
of the lall vifibility of the ipoon, the ftreets of the mc- ' 
tropoHs of the State of MafTachufetts, I felt a very 
ftrong inclination to ftep for a little ipace into the cof- 
fee4ioufe ; yielding to the impulfe of the moment, I 
entered with as little obfervation as poffible, and, 
leating mYfcif in one of the open apartments, I 
liflened to a very warm dilute which was carried 
on by a trio, confiftirig of a merchant of great note, 
a military officer of fome eminence, and a fea com- 
mander. The (kill apd abilities of the Bofton phy- 
iicians was their fubjed, and they fi^emed to difcufs 
and compare their feveral qualifications with much 
vehemence. Lloyd, Danforth, Warren, &c. &c. all 
pafTed in review before them. People in general 
are as much attached to the Efculapius of their 
choice, as to the religion of their election ; and our 
combatants ihewed themfelves in eameft by difjputing 
every inch of ground, yielding no point, and mingling 
at length in their retorts and rejoinders no imall 
proportion of acrimony. It is true, that upon the 
merits of the gentlemen in . queftion, they might be 
inadequate to decide ; but they proved themfelves, 
however, capable of arguing, and they fcemed in 
no fort confcious of infufficiency. After fumming 
up the evidences which had been produced upon the 
tapis, the merchant gravely and peremptorily infifted 
that the balance was entirely in favour of Lloyd ; the 
military gentleman iV'ore, and he confirmed his 
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award by n;iany oaths, that Danforth ought to be 
created generalijftmo of the college <^ phyflcians j 
while the fea captain, who appeared to be a mild 
man, clofed the debate by protefting, that he had 
hoarded them all threcy ivithout being able to obtain a 
77jarket for any part of that cargo of complaints^ tvith 
nuhich his fhattered hark had been fo long laden. The 
fiibje<5t thus continuing a moot point, I Avas difpoiing 
myfelf to retire, when the fea captain, putting him- 
felf in the attitude of a narrator, again arrefted mj 
attention. " You know, gentlemen, faid the fon of 
Neptune, " that I am moored, when at home, in a 
•* harbour confiderably diftant from diis town ; and 
" I declare to you, upon the honour of a failor, that 
" we have now laid up in our port, a little fnug honeft 
"fellow, who makes the prettieft way imaginable; 
*' and who, if he continues to carry fail upon the 
'** ocean on which he hath embarked, with as much 
'** undaunted boldn^fs, and to fteer as fafely as he hath 
" hitherto done, will ftand as fair a chance to enter 
'" the defired haven, and to hoi ft his flag upon the 
** higheft eminence of fame, as the moft ikilfiil navi- 
** gator of them all ; and that he is acquainted with 
« every rope in the (liip, I will, if you pleafe, produce ^ 
** a reckoning, that fhall fully evidence." The cap- 
tain proceeded ; but not being fufficiently verfed in 
his vocabulary, to produce his account verbatim, I 
Ihall take leave to render his depofition in my own 
manner. It feems, in a fmall village in the neigh- 
bourhood of the refidence of the captain, a poor man «. 
hath lately been called to pafs through all the ftages 
immediately preceding death, of what is termed a 
regular decline, or confumption ; he was not more 
than twenty-feven years of age, when he was feizcd 
with the pain in the fide, the breaft, heflic fever, 
fuppuration of the lungs, cough, purulent cxpecflora- 
tion, &c. &c. all which train of dreadful fymptoms, 
in their gradual and diftrefllng order, fuccelfively 
took place. At length die hour of his diflblution 
was fuppofed at hand 5 his fatlier was no more ; and 

he 
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jjtfi vv«9s -.(he 4pn .^f ji wi4c)tw^ xa^tbft. Rgpejitid^y 
ti3te.i7mtron, not ,|>pfre^]:^ firengt)i ,pf mmd enough 
^«witQcfsdie4)^iQg.agonies.Qif biniy/an whom fiiel\a4 
p]^ed ii^r maternal hopes, ^had .quittied hi$:ajpart< 
jnenty .yielding him to the csurcjof thofe who. were 
jeii^aged to .perfonn £qr him the laft ofiic^. But 
while <th^£ is life, a latent hope jatUI play ^oat the 
hefuct c The villagers infifted that the captain's little 
[uug honeil fellow iho^ld be called in. The young 
^6Lat^ who bath hardly completed his twenty«thir4 
y^^ar, app^ai;;hed i .he esumxined^ and he drew his 
cpiDUtluiions ; one only experiment remained, it was 
pain&lly.has^ardousy and its effqdls extremely preca- 
xipos ; h^t certain and fpeedy ^e^th was the .only alter" 
native. In the breail of the young man, vthough 
havii^g l;>^6n repeatedly captured in me courfe of the 
late war, fuSerii^ mi>ch in guard-iliips and prifbns— » 
tkough ii^ving been fo often a£9i<5led.by the infirmi- 
ti^ pfa debilitated conBiti^tion^— he.had deeply ufted 
of the hitljer cup jpf calamity ; yet. in his breaft a lov^e 
^. exiftence ilill predominated, and when he confented 
U) ,an .operaiion, which it is conceived hatli been 
ifiidqm .perfbrn\ed in our country, ^d was certainly 
a. novel event in the village of B — > he was be- 
lieved to he the drowning man grafping at a ibraw. 
The patient, however, witneiTed, un^palled, the 
dreadful preparations. The bedfbead was planked^ 
ibe matrzds was nailed thereto, and he, with his face 
covered, was placed thereoiu In the country, upon 
any extraordinary occafion, the whole village feems 
but one family ; no wonder then, that at fuch a period 
the apartment of the emaciated fick man W9,s much 
thronged ; a number flood over him ; if he ftrugglcd# 
fhey were to confine him, and their hands were lifted 
lip . for >that pui|)ofe ; for a mameht he threw the 
liandkerchief from his face— he beheld the formidable 
ai^>ai;!atus-«<the furrouDduig Vifagps, which rcimbled 
biSf who drew Jpriam's curtains at the .de94 of night# 
and would have, ti4d liim half hi5 Troy, was bupat-^ 
lie br^ih«4 Q^iFt f Jbe Aa5p^-H4t4?,»Sir~oiie ijgh-r. 
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it is over— I am myfelf again — ^and you may pro- 
ceed. The mufcles beti^een the fourth and fifth rib^ 
ran inch nearer to the centre of the breaft, then the 
'back bone^ were cut through ; the pleura was pierc- 
ed ; and, to enlarge the aperture into the cavity of the 
breaft, the proper inilruments were introduced ; two 
fingers of the operator were then infinuated, and, 
paffing through the wound, were prefled on the ex- 
ternal furface of the difeafed lobe, when inftantly the 
feat of the vomica, was by its tremulation difcovered^ 
it was at this period, that fomeperfon, to whom years 
had given an advantage over our phyfician, vehe- 
mently exclaimed, Do6tor, we beg that you would 
proceed no farther i Is it not a^'onder that terror 
at the found of this imprudent interpofition, cut not 
the flender thread of the patient's life ? The operator, 
however, .made fure of fiiccefs,Varmly replied^ ** By 
heaven, I will notnow"be ftopped ;" when, penetrating 
the invefting membrane of the right lobe, into the 
abfcefs, and dilating it three quarters of an inch, its 
contents, blood and purulent matter, to the quantity 
of a pint, were immediately difcharged ; the confe- 
quences of this operation have been moft happy, the 
patient, from not being able to repofe for a fmglc 
moment upon either fide, now ftretches himfelf at his 
eafe, and {lumbers fweetly upon his bed ; his cough, 
night fweats, fore mouth, and fwelled-feet are no more ; 
from extreme debility, he is fufficiently ftrong to walk 
abroad, and 'he eats, drinks, and digefts, perfeftlj 
well. What a tranfiticn ! — he is regarded as one 
riaifed from the dead ; while every perfon admires 
the cool, courageous, and determined refolution, with 
which he fubmitted to fo fearful an experiment. He 
is of the loweft grade of induftrious poor ; the powers 
of his mind were never remarkable ; his life ha4 
coj^tained no ftriking exertions ; he had feemed only 
in the common way to yield to the neceflity which 
his misfortunes had created — had any one, in the 
morning of his exiftence, officipufly prefented hka 
? pidlure of the ills-whicli he n«ras to -^idure* 

4Dubtlefs 
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€E>ubtkfs he would have ilarted with horror from 
the view. Is it not furprifing that he did not thus 
argue : " My phyfician is a young man j older 
** pra<5litioners have never once fuggeited fo hazard- 
" ous an expedient ; it is an unheard of operation ; 
•* fliall I yield this emaciated body to an enterprfzing 
** genius, who poffibly is only feeking his own emol- 
" ument in the experiment which he is folicitous to 
"make ?" To the refledtibns of imbecility, I fay, 
luch arguments might naturally have prefented 
themfelves ; but the mind of this poor, emaciated, 
illiterate fufferer, was intuitively, it ihould feem, en- 
dowed with fortitude 5 fuddenly he is converted into 
a philofopher ; h^ reafons juftly, and with fedate 
compofure he meets his fate. What (Hall we fay ? 
we can only repeat* tliat, in deed and in truth, 
•* God tempers the wind to the fiiom lamb.." 

The Gleaner comments no further ; but,- retiring, 
lie gives place to a timid fuggeflor, who hath chofen 
to bring forward a propofal, through the medium of^ 
tiiis publication* 

To the Gleaner.. 

State of Mafiachufettsy Jane xAj X79»i 
sir; 

^ NOT pofleflmg merit fufficient to claim,, in my 
©wn characfter, even the fmalleft niche, in that very 
ufeiul and' refpedlable repofitory in which you, by 
repeatedly appearing, have, I prefume, obtained a 
confiderable intereft, I taJte leav^, through your 
means, to introduce to the gentlemen Editors, a prx)- 
pofal, which, if they think proper to lay b§fore the 
public, may poffibly be attended with the mpft agree- 
able confequences* The idea, which to embody and 
effeduate,J would not only relinquifh. whole years of 
my exfileiice, but I would' abfolutely bfi-co.ntented'to 
live and d\^ in obfcurity, originated in an hour, which 
having appropriated to fome choice f]()irits, I paffed 
convivially over a bottle j we were not, however, 
bacchanalians, and our wine but ferved to melk)rate 
s&d give an edge to our. reflc<5lions. 

Our 
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Our fubjefts wer^multif^iotis', anrf w!th' thetit- 
moflr freedom we arraigned, tried; and condtprrirted- 
Among other matters of fpeculation which Wehskf' 
taken ir upon us liberally to analyze and critrcalfy 
to fcaii, the caufe of the little encouragement which 
is generally throughout the world, and efpecially in 
our own country, given to genius, we carefully en- 
deavoured to inveftigate ; but for thiis abfiirdity, it 
Was in' vain that we afTayed rationally to account ;.-. 
and we were reduced to the neceflity of lamenting aj 
fa<5l, the fources of whicli, our utmoft tefeaTches could^ 
not penetrate. The difappointnlents of a Butler, the 
melanfcholy fate of an Otway, lyith a long train of* 
et-cetefas; We could not revie\V, without pathetf^^tt/ 
deploring ; and Co far were we from conceivtAg that * 
the talle of the prefent times wa» in any &gre^" 
refined, that one of our party gave it*as hisdeckfed:' 
opinion, that if Pope, Addifoil- and Swift flourifliied 
in Ainerica, their merit Would be almoft eitdi^ly' 

difregarded, and that there would fcarce be'fouirda 
fingle wight, who would. acknowledge^ their fliperior 
claims. Frem regf-ctting,' we liatbrally proceeded to 
deffiikig thfe ways amd nwaifty and our pericraniums 
were fruitful in expecjfjeats tp remedy. an eVit' which, 
wfe regarded as a resd blot upon the rifi^]g' failttf of 
this new world. After many pro*s and' con*^ it wais* 
uAanhnoufly agreied among us, (and! L do affiire you 
there was in our juht6 many rei^6table perfon^); dlat 
it'would'be a mo# happy arrangement, if the conftl- 
tution of the United States of America wonLfa^ttit 
an additional article, providing fbr- the" dteabiifhment' 
of real g^Vflus^ yfHtlhtf it be fouxid in the mafe cfr 
femaler world.* It is not fetdcm tHe cafe, that, tO 
ahfwer the preffing wants of life, the efforts of the 
mind are i^o wholly engroffed, that the operations of ^ 
genius are fufperided, if not wholly blafted, and the*, 
door to inteliecfhial. farrie i3\ttuS of ileceflity barred". . 
Ag'aihft this inconvenience, ift its utmoft la:titude; 
our plan went to the providing. Congreft fhould 
s^ppoin^ perfons, duly qualifie^T fC c«amifle- every" 

li|:erary 
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Ikerary pretendert and by this means, while the road" 
would be open to all, only real mwrth would receive 
the palm. To obviatr the necefTity of every pecu- 
niary attention, out of the Treafury of the United 
States, penfions, competent to the decencies of life, 
according to the wants and degrees of merit which 
the candidates pofleffed, fhould be decreed, and reg- 
ularly paid ; and to preclude every reafonable objec- 
tion, the Jtnecure fhould be continued (except in 
cafes of natural and abfolute decay) no longer than 
while the beneficed remained, to the utmofl of his or 
heir power, in the full exercife of thofe talents which 
procured from- the liberality of government fo 
honorary a diHindlion.. 

If this fcheme, or rudiments of a fcheme, might 
ferve as a hint, to be wrought into form by the legif- 
lators of the Union, the probability is, that th^ Mufe, 
in fuch regulations of State, would not be called to 
mourn the " chilling blajk of penury ; the genial current 
" of the foul nvould np longer he frozen ;" the foftcring 
ray of profpcrity, would lend to the real gem its 
beautifying Iplendour j " upon the. defert air the f.onxjer 
^^.nuouU not then ivajle its fmeetnefs^^ but borne on the 
wing of the more propitious zephyr, tafte would 
acknowledge, and feme difleminat^ its fragrance : 
^ Knowledge 'would unfold her ample page j^ and the 
child o£ nature ** nmuld *wake to ecjlacy the living lyre — . 
** the village Hampdens^ ivith dauntlefs fpiritr^ fwonld arife, 
** and a mute inglorious Miltcn twould no more he found J** 

Not well verled in the hiftory of mankind, I anx 
ignorant if any plkn fimilar to the one puDpofed, 
hath ever yet, by any government, been adopted ; 
tot 1 think its utility can hardly be deemed problem- 
atical, and if the fons of genius, in this Columbian 
world, were thus fecured from the fear of want, the 
goal of eminence being thrown open before them, to 
the higheft grades of excellence they might afpire ^ 
and the probability is, that, commencing with youtli- 
ful ardour the great career,' they • would;, in their 
Y4rious piirfuitsy rival the btigbtelt ^iaines.: 

£. 2l Once- 
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Once more, good Mf, Gleaaei', I i^eqtidRf yiM tou 
iifher thefe hxitts to the public eye; and j^OitjR^l, kj 
fo dokig, much oblige youi* very huitibk {er^»nt^ 
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Their various eenfares now they forwaxd, bring, 
And urge by Various words the felf fame thing. 

BEING neceflitat^dy. m the couffe of my bBiliie&^ 
to make frequent vidts to oar metropolis ; andi- 
bearing about me, neither in my j^erfon, or hainli* . 
ments, any diftingulihiog mark, I have the advantsige 
of mixing umiotic^d, in places of gtnerai refort, widDb 
people cf various defcriptionsj and not feldom of im-- 
portant chara(fbers. It was in one of mj late excorf 
fions, that I foutid Jcnyfelf at a table where the gacAs?. 
took their feats with tliat freedom which is ^ eligible^, 
and whicl^ rs always tolerated in a public* houft. * 
After playing their parts, like men wbo perfe^y 
well underftood thT^nifelves, fwallowine a ^sifficieiic. 
quantity of ham ajki chicken, and libtrafify moiftemngc 
the clay with the )uicc gf the apple, they tm£«gi«Q4) 
thetofelves duly qualified to fet as judges of literaiy 
nierit ; for my own part, I am obK^cd. to cocijGbfs^ 
tliat ja regard to .the gifts reqwifite m converfatioa, 
nature hath been unto xnc a perfeot niggard, and that 
I po/Tefs not, m orally delivering my ideas, the 
fmallcft degree of hicilky. Intrenchkig myfelf^ 
thefefbre, in mf natural tsdturaky,, as i hwd never 
before had the homTur of aHieeting an inditidaal o^ 
whom our party confiiled ; wii^ the utmo^ /ang 
fi'oid I wrap^^d myfelf about, dctenniaing to indulge^ 
myfetf, by following the pz^ievalent ioent d^ 97 ^V^ 
iltio^, which is iikvariahJy affigning v^ tile pact oi a 
hearer. 

I "ftras ajipraxed to &)d with hew little accttracy^, 
and with wh»(t ^yp Qfc a at £seedrai» ^v <bgn3|iiigwg > 

deQiQons 



de^ACi&As f^T^9 fer tfi9 tmk partr made ; sai I 
felt » Ibkid of he^ror at tke mangling of aaxnes^ 
which I had aeculbimd m^f^f^ to cofi^^r in the 
nioft fefj^aliile^ piJotut of vtew. From qfueftioaisg; 
tk€ €OfTe€h«d^ and the diekeacy of Addifon, the wie 
of S^*^, smd the poei^cai fnerit of Pope, they ftim-- 
moAed befb«e thioirimpetious ttibOAali the eaiutidateft. 
£&t hmcj which) in this ]f<(Mn:^er worl<i, diftinguifh 
the prefoit d^j i Trumbull, Barlow^ Humphreys, 
Waan^Hy Morton^ Belkftap, Sec, &c. — ikefe all pottid 
in reVkfW befere them ; and as they feemed determined, 
to fet ne bounds to their inyidious cenfiires, dieir 
oblervatfens were of coUrlb equnally deftitute of jnftice 
and of eandour. From l^efe lumiiiottfi bodies in the 
hem^here of literature, defending in dieir career,* 
tllejr ^^ pett-metl upon the poor (leaner. He was 
regsffdei as §tte jlxmder, ferviiig as a mark at which 
to peant. theiV keenel^ iftiafts of ifetire ; he was affy i^tfy^ . 
ewfy iififyi dr mfio^. One while he was eertaiidy a 
Ptirfifiy ^y in his laft number, throwing ^ the mdk, 
he Bftd p«>^vely iKt[am\'ix.i throughout ; k was: 
tme he htd ta^ty hk tett jfr(3in a breather chip ; httC 
wMit ^f thsrt: ? his fpeeeh betrayed him* A fecond 
gMtv^ declared, that lie was credibVy kiformed, 
theOleofter w^, a^ this prelbnt^ a. indent in Harrard 
Ci^fiege f and indeed, (he added) it 4s tfH^ni^ that b* 
n^di iafir^hn. Here a loud laugh ilitermpted, iof 
a imsfth^m^ the pfogl^fs of their critic and judkioofi 
re^ft]£u4Es ; ^hen a y^HE^ng baiTtfi^y taking «p the 
matf^i ^ the ihke of the argument^ ju^ to exercife 
his ^€t^ p]«ofe€lm^ prot!0uneedf ^at moft 
afleq^f^y the gentkmttn who %eke lnh had bepsn 
g#^s^y hl^fe>^Ti>p^^h% the pka of yefting the prop* 
erty ondeir confidetaitifett ; M- that the Cftcanefr ceis- 
t^siiiy hor«^ft^0^^ vft^irks of genins ; that, t^ his,kno^*i* 
edge, *t \Kas-<fce ppoduAion of a Conne<*icitt {>€n^ ai^r 
k ^as ^eti known that Conne^tciit' was i^e't^nd €^f 
efihyifts. A magifterial voice now intefiered*— 
Plhaw, p<h»Wj br4)fher litigant, I fay you are wrimg, 
^MMQt^}F%iMl£ '^«dirtf ^e eicpeft ^ fivft ^wniber «# 

the 
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tfie Qkancr, there is not to be found, m that ^writer^, 
a fingle fcntence of flieer wit. From the firft number^, 
indeedt I encouraged a hope of originality, of a fpe- 
cies of entertainment,. not everyday to be met with ; 
but that, it fliould feem, was a forced matter, a mere 
hot-bed produ(aion,a fparic'ftruck from a flint, rather 
than the offering of that pure, celeftial and immor- 
tal Ere, which, like its ethereal fource, can never be 
extinguifhed, and which, ever genuine, glowing, and 
animated, is with propriety hailed by that dignify- 
ing appellation? — ^true genius* Biit the Gleaner, O- 
fhocking ! in his Margaretta, indeed, I took an inter- 
eft, but he juft popt her upon us, and very foon run- 
ning himfelf out there, whip, in a.moment, Ihe was 
gone... Take my word for it, Geintlemen, (and he 
ftook his bead with great fagacity). the Gleaner 
is not worth our attention ; he is poor, defjpicaUy 
ppor — ^low, pitifully low ;; and I hefitate not to pro* 
nounce him a mere trite, common-place obferver. , 
A middle-aged gentleman,^ who fat at the bottom of 
the table,: and who had been, till then, filent^ adu^ 
ated, as I conceive, 'by a kind ,of fympathy, being, 
himfelf probably a fupplicant at the Ihrin^oif fame,, 
npw joined in the convezfation, by candidly fuggeft- 
mg\ that it did not appeac. the Gleaner had laid, 
aay claim to extraordinary talents ; that he had very 
early renounced tjie vain hopes by which he had 
been inflated ; that if every writer could, not reach 
the eminence of a Boyle, a Locke, or. a Newton, yet 
thofe who were contented with the fubordination of 
their feveral departments, were entitled to their q|iota 
of praifb ; that if the obfervations of the Gleaner^ 
were trite, he was but a Gleaner, and the modefl:y q£ 
his pretenfipns entitled him. to the full, exercife pf 
candon But your- Honor, (continued- the goodf 
natured gentleman) was interefted in hisf Margaretta ;. 
now I think it very poflible. that Mils Melwortli may 
again make }iqis appearance, and it is my opinion, 
th^t the -Gleaner wi^xhold» her now>. not altogetlier 
&om poverty of genius, but from the fear of giving; 

tfii 



i!$'|>wd«ftfehf» the air of st iwvd^ I cotM hanMyi. 
3ear talcing my advocattc in nyji* asmiv}''— 4iid yo* 
iw, Oentlemcn, in iHtat a frivolous poiat of vict^^ 

novtKft; at this prcfent, ftancb. It i* painful* tor 
, and vfhm trouM vh(h to debs^e the efiafeil (for 
if wotild be dfeemed) into a mere »»iatiil of 
(latit f»5Hons ; yet, for my own part, I am freeto> 
:, that I clafs ttns fpecies of vj^itkig m tka very 
reftr gratfe cf ejec^ienee ; it is cnie that the beft" 
gs may be made fubfervietit to the worft of pur- 
t%f attd the pen, feized by the fingers oE imagina- 
[, hath not fehiom proved licentioiifly lujiurious.. 
IS, even a Richaitfibn) though his wiji tinges abouTKt' 
i dte pureft morals, andv though his Ckwiflk, with 
ngfe eicepwicm, n*ay be regarded. a« a mod«l, 
101^ perKs]^s, be ccv^Sydered as akogether fayiiklcfs ;, 

Thave thought, that udder pro^fiei regujbtioiis,. 
ptovkfce affigned to the novel writer> mght* be' 
radivr: «P i^c higheflfc utiBtf ; It^ve, I wet^dnos: 
as ahttighty ; 1 Ttodid not create a dei^oc, bef«w« 
fe thitme ev^ry- ether con&kitatioH rauft, rf*' 
fffify; proftratc ; F tn>cild not repr^lent IttnV as " 
tcmg. f^ vsiffetfotge ' every ^euky ^ the ibi^ an^- 
igviftDiioi»crfei (fccencyj pvopriety^ aikJ' every 
rvitttrc'j biM' I nmttW ' ddcribe him-^ ahmga^ 
iarthj to whom nejtfon fhealrf ftteiiniftiir j hm 
ers fhould be limited, and cfaattwed by prudence ; 
, by a feries of interefting, circumftantial aijd. 

digefled narrations, I would produce events 
►ly "marked, and ftriicingly natural, which ihould 
putably evince tte trk>ni^hs, of difcretion over 
impaffioned dilates of the pertuibed fpifit.5 vol^ 
:s, vn-ottt upon i\ich a plan, would, I venOWfC to 
t, be more ferviceable t-o the inter-eft* ofi virtue 

even the ej^c page j for, however plau^My we 

harangue, the voice ^ the narraror will ittllhe 
d, when, pci4iap5, the rftoft c?k^©wite.e&y«r ««: 

embelKlhed, which evey iftiedfitom the clofet «fi 
ludious, win pafs the to^rpid ear widiout? leavings 
K^dR!bttpBeffi0»K itfdned^ l^tltiAil* ^ gferiovMU 
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Author and Pattern of thf.Chriftian faith, fcems, m. 
the whole courfe of histeichingy to put this matter 
beyond, a doubt : One fpecimen readily prefents — 
vrhen the Saviour undertakes to cultivate the intereftS' 
of benevolence,, when he would diffeminate the feeds^ 
of that i^niverfal benignity^ or brotherhood, whichr. 
ipringing up, fliall one day produce a rich harveft of 
immortal amity, he per&nifies his wifhes, and fays^, 
** A certain man went, down from Jerufalem to- 
Jericho," &c. Sec. Thus I conceive,- that the well- 
concerted relation, defigned to promote morality, or 
a re(5litude of thinking and acting, i& authorized and^ 
fandioned, even by a. divine example.. 

Before fuch. a- pleader, tlius powerfully provided,, 
eveii Do^or. Subpoena was filent, and the company, 
foon after feparating, I returned to my lodgiiigs,, 
felicitating myfelf on the poffeflion of that command, 
•f countenance, which hadfo regulated every feature,^ 
as to render it impoilible that my fecret (hould be. 
*ven furmifed ;, and my bufinefs in the capital beiiag. 
accompliihed, I jogged onward to my native- viUagCir 
pondering all thefe things in my. mind, and.almoit 
Qoming to a determination to furniih fome iketches. 
fi^om my dopaellic arrangementSy when the following; 
letters^ which awaited my return, and which I render 
leerbatim, helped to coii£rm xny wavering refolution^ 

To the Gleaner. 

{State of Maflachiifetts, County of 
Hampihire, AugnA X3th, 179a- 

Good Man Gleaner, 

I AM, d^ye fee, an old fea commander, and many 
a. tough bout have L had on, it in my day ; witkthe 
wind in; my teeth,, I have been blown hither and 
Uiither, coaft wife, and every wife ; but Ivhat of that \ 
with a pretty breeze, mayhap, I can carry as much 
fail, and fleer as flrait forward as- another man. Now 
L have been plaguily puzzled to know at what you 
wer^ driving : I never, in the whole courfe of mf 
li&jt/Viras fond of an uncertain. navigation, becauibji^ 

d*ye 
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d'ye fee, tha'c is no Icnawing what rooks and qukk- 
iands may take one np. FcA^ my part, I neircr waft* 
ed many glaffes in pming over your books, and your 
hiAoriesj and all that— not I — it was my bufinefs to 
mind how the ftip worked, to fee if fhe made good 
way, and failed as many knots in an hour as the 
rharming Sail, or BcU When I was a lad, my 
lather fent me to fchodl, and would have made a 
jparfbn of me; but it would not do — ^the wind 
pointed another way, and fo I -up jib, and bore away, 
making all the fail I could to more convenient moor* 
ines : Howfomever, I learned enough of the art to en- 
able me to make an obfervation, by the help fof which I 
can carry my fhip round the globe, pafling with fafety 
through the narroweft ftraits, always keeping her clear 
t)f a lee fhore, and never running foul =of any rock or 
ihoal, though I have made ever fo many voyages 5 but 
I always kept a good look out, was carefiil to heave 
the log, attending, with my own eyes, to the veerings, 
and my reckonings ivere as fure and as certain as 
the rock of Gibraltar. But what is all this to the 
purpofe ? avaft a moment, and you fliall hear. Being 
pretty much weather beaten, I thought beft, feme- 
time fince, to make the fafe and convenient harbour 
of matrimony, and my daughter Molly, for that was 
the fober name we gave her at the fount, though, by 
the bye, my wife very foon tacking about, chofe to 
call her Maria, till returning from a trip fhe hath 
made to a neighbouring town, the wind again fhifting, 
there is nothing fo proper, fo fedate, and which, fhe 
fays, fquares fo well with her ideas, as Mary j thus 
reducing us to the neceffity of beginning our traverfc 
anew •, well, but my faid daughter Molly, Maria, or 
Mary, being bom juft a year after our marriage, and 
▼ery fbon becoming a fine rofy cheeked girl, I have 
ever fince been examining every point of direftion, 
fo belaying the lifts and the bracesi the clewlines and 
the buntlines, that flie may be as good a fail, make 
as good way, and procure as good a birth, as any 
iittle tight fea boat oi themkall. Her mother wa&iar 

putting 
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f rnkog hvaiirifi: tat !a-lH»ttfiqg i^^boQlyibutfbf^^kti^ 

fantio^ eilii«s»liiQni -^bieiiig iy^ib as .1 k^^e ^d^ {aot^ 
fiMnefth«^ fu^ck)us Ab^t I «[^l^ APt,D^^]^run4i^B9> 
^mid!einerfpo«iit.iof'itke ^ompfwfs ; .fWidsbeingjBiijbaih. 
cd ia fo 4«gKi»k'ft^V!gi3j:ipp>, I 5^ thc.firft tinjc 
iixtce I <u»deitoQk the isomn^Hjd . of «a rihin, irather 
dcmbfful trf fm}r oourfe. N©w y^u,inuft -kiaow, ,d)»t 
tbfittgh I.afR'AO reader, I hav^^ ^n x)rdef to find out 
by tbe-cmries «ad ckfirA^M;^ iR^hich way -the cwmi 
fcts -vmh ray old x^jnv94es, «!WNde it ,^y pra^lkcto 
take oil board tbe j^^ms-po^rs ; (b?t $n^£ <iQy...^:^atf 
Timomal adv^BtiiiFe,. I ..haire aUb ihipp«d tbeir -fyflt 
€£>i£6ns9 iJie jnitgazines, a«d that oi^ cold evenings 
lipoB tb« iirft f^'ApFil 1^, my wjfe and 1 bpi^ 
fcifely liaulcd ijp aiauig fide of a good :£rc> werp 
jn^btily tiken with, yo^r Marg^etta, aod tbat im- 
mediately flrikfjig OUT colours, 4^e Lc^vingly agreed to 
4iSp&fc of !0ur Molly* predfely as you ihould infanpi 
us you bad jdone of die little yawl belayed aJoaE^ .£dc 
your anchorage by dgme Arbu^biiot ; but now, Mr. 
Gleaner, I am coming to tbe point ; tboi^b-we hayi^ 
CTer iince kept watch othd watch, placing ^poUitb^ 
maft-bead of fcTHtiiiy the oarefizl eye of uot^lUgencei 
yet we icaxmot sTpy ^ fmalleft appearance .of the 
little ikiSf^T which we are looking out ; on Uiie con* 
trary, you fo^m to have -boifted every fail, bearing 
diredlly from the port ^to wbich we fu^pofed jon 
were bound ! And pray now .what bave.you got 
by afl this ? I doubt your voyage .will prove ratKer 
unprofitable ; for, j(ay what you will, people -.will taixn 
In when they pleafe, and though your iaomin{^* 
fliould break ten times bandfomer, they will npt ^uit 
their cabins ;a fingle^glais tbe ibener. It is true, y:ott 
have taken us a roun4 about courfe to Atheasy aod 
the£.Qrd.knows^ where^paT^phrafing upon the times^ 
and the .tim^,{th0ugh you^ npt n^e thexn a rppe'« 
«Qd.tke better^; land I^M<»Vf ronlJie^x^y |;e0thof ^ 
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you fay, that I never had more taxes, or more dutks 
to pay, fmce I firft (lepped on board a (hip ; and now^ 
you have come out full freighted with a long fermon, 
though I could as well find out longitude, as tell 
from what quarter of the Bible you have taken your 
text ; and even our parfon, who I have confultedy and 
who is as good a man as ever took the command of 
a church, and who declares, that he thinks you mean 
very well ; yet he, I fay, knows no ftich pafiage, unlefs 
indeed you may have miftaken a fparrow for a lamb, 
and fuppofe that he who made him, will order him a 
fair wind. And what is all this rigmaroll bufinefs 
about ? why, forfooth, to introduce a ftory of a cock 
and a bull— of a man cured of a coniumption at the 
village of B The village of B 1 fplitmy 

topfails — ^why, it may be bear's head, or bull's foot, 
for aught we know. This is not well worked, Mr. 
Gleaner ; if you had meant us fair, you would have 
fo pointed our compafs, that we might have made 
fail diredlly for the harbour of the wonderful phyfi- 
cian, which your chart delineates as affording fuch 
fafe and commodious landing ; but you have i'o con- 
trived matters, as to run every invalid of us faft 
aground upon the lee fhore of conjecture, and I now 
declare to you, Sir, that if you do not refume your 
plain failing, you Ihall no more be read by 

George and Deborah Seaport* 



To the Gleaner. 

Dear good Mr. Gleaner, 

YOU can have no notion how vaftly we are all 
difappointed ; I does not date my letter, becaufe, as 
how, I would not for the whole world that you fhould 
find me out ; but I am one of a great many ladies, 
which is abfolutely dying to fee fomething more 
about Margaretta. My papa hath given his hibitation 
againft my reading your novels, and your theatricksf 
and all that ; but ne is a fubfcriber to the magazines, 

F and 
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and faf s how I may read in them from mormng till 
xdgbt ; and we are all mightily delighted when We 
find fuch pretty hijhrietfes as we fometim6s does ; 
but we would nt)t give a ^ for any thing elfe;^ and 
indeed we could not get through your two laft 
Cleaners, though we read alter atively^ as the folks fay^ 
that isj firft Mifs Primrofe, and then I, till we went 
down two columns^ on purpofe to £ee if We -could 
find as much as the :name of dear Margaretta. Do 
pray^ Sir, oblige us, and let us know fomething of her 
drefs, and if (he Wears a head as high as Mils Syca- 
more, which my papa fays is quite metrepofterotis ; I 
don't know if I fpells thefe ere Sard words right, for 
my brother Valentine has ftole my didionary ; but I 
allure youj Sir> you cannot do better, for fo Mifs Sa- 
bina fays. I fometimes yifits Mifs Sabina with my 
papa, fer my onamma is dead, and ihe is a vaft cute 
lady, and (he writes foeticks like any thing, and her 
mamma fays that flie writes um very near as glibly 
and as handlbmely as Madam Philenia. And Mifs 
Sabina fays, that fnppofing Miis Margaretta is a 
vifual being, and not a realy and a deeden lady, that 
you might make her the vetrlck of a ferus of epics ^ 
and fo teach demeanours and proprietiesy and all 
that, to the varfal <\»drld ; and fb I knows that you 
will mind her, for every body fays how that Mifs 
Sabina is a very learned lady ; and befides all that, 
I will love you dearly, and will remain until death, 
your ever dutiful — I muft fubfcribe 2i fiction name — 
and to tell you the truth my brother Valentine, is 
not my brother Valentine, that is, Valentine is not 
my brother's true and deeden name ; but I am— that 
is, if you tell us fame more of Margaretta, your 
ever lovirg 

MOKIMIA CasTALIO. 

P. S. I got my name from a play book, which 
Mifs Primrofe lent me. My papa does not know it 5 
but the Gleaner mufl not tell fecrets. 

7; 



Nb, VI.J Th* GLEANEfl, 63 

T4 the Gleaner. 

{From, the Saloon of SoHtude^ 
Auguft fjth, X79Z. 

I WAS early left an orphan, and my education was 
much negledled ; but neverthelefs, a variety of con- 
curring circumftance^s, dii^ofing' the heart of a very 
TTorthy g^iitleman in my favour, I happily became 
his wife. For a few years, the hiftory of iny life may 
be regarded' s^s the annals of felicity ; but alas ! I 
l^ave raid jny hufband in the grave, and the (lory of 
■my enjoyiQents is finifhed ; yet, in a little daughter^ 
I once again revive ; my girl ftill attachc^s me to 
humanity. I am in po^emon of what I deem a 
competency; and, being entrufted by her deceaied 
father with the entire difpofal of my child, I would 
adopt, in the forming of her mind, that fyftem, which 
may be the beft cakulated to make her good and 
happy. 

Thus circumft^ccd, I have looked with very 
much anxiety, into every late publication, which I 
have thought calculated for the meridian of my 
underilanding ; and in this purfuit, your lovely or- 
phan very naturally attra<fted my attention ; if I was 
amufed with an agreeable fidlion, I was, neverthelefs, 
interefted and pleafed ; if the clrarming ft^angcr 
was endowed with more, than a fanciful exiftence, I 
filed tears of joy that ihe had found upon this Anier- 
tcan Ihore fo able a patron ; and I have for many 
weeks expe<E^ed from your gentle Mary, and her beau- 
teous Margaretta, fome hint, whereby to fhape my 
i^iture condudl. I will confefs to you, Sfr, that read- 
ing your num^bers under this cloud of difappointn\ent, 
I nave not fo well relilhed fubjefts, which, however, 
for aught I know, may have been extremely well 
cholen, and altogether as well handled* Will you, 
my dear Sir, indulge a petitioner, wliile fhe requefts, 
in your own way, fome documents in the line of 
edxicatioDi which xn^y ferve as euides in the arduous 

undertaking 
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undertaking m which fhe is fo deeply engaged, and > 
for which Ine is fo little qualified ? If you will, you. 
may aiTure yourfelf of wifhes for your felicity, which 
^all ever be bx:eathed, warm from the heart of 

RXBECCA AlMW£LU. 



7i the Gleaner. 

DijGGipatioa Hall, July i8th, 1792; 
Old SquareToes, 

TO tell you the truth, I think you have condu£led 
your matters devilifh oddly> and the whole town are 
of my opinion. What, to raife our curiofity, leading 
us to expeft the hiftory of a fine girl, and then to fob- 
us oflP with your mufty morals ^ which are to the full 
as old as your grandfather Kdaxf\--^fore gad *^^% not 
to be borne ; but neverthelefs, I will play a fair game 
with you ; and I know you are too cmfcientious a prig 
to keep from your ward any thing which will redound 
fo immenfely to her advantage. Know then, that I 
inherited from fhy father a clear eftate, the income of 
v/hich, would have fupported me in tolerable ftyle ; 
-but not chooiing to encumber myfelf with bufinefs, 
and living rather beyond the line, I have got, as the 
faying is, a little out at the elhoivs ; however, a few 
of your acres (and I am confident that you are 
either . a Conneificut landholder, or a Pennfylvania 
Quaker) ferving as decent patches, will fet all right 
again ; and you may depend upon it, that I will 
reform^ live 'within bounds ^ and if I like your girl, 
make her a very good fort of a hufband. One thing 
let me tell you, old fellow, fhe will be the envy of 

all the ladies in — , married and fmgle— dear 

tender creatures, there is not one of them, ixiho hath 
not made the kindejl advances ; but I like to do things 
out of the common courfe ; and fo, if you will, let 
me hear from you, and tell me how you go on ; if 
you will order matters, properly ; andif your Marga- 
retta anfwers my expeftations— why then — ^what then 
— ^hang it — I muft come to it at lafl; — ^why then — offer 

her 
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Jbcr my ikvoiKH and infonn hcr> that fte may alTure 
herfelf jof the hand of the gay, and hitherto inconflant 

Bellaa^our.. 



7i iiJtf Gleaner. 

{From my Eftate in the County, 
July lift, 179a. 

Worthy Sir, 

AS I fuppofe it will be your care to difpofc qf 
.MUs Melworth to the bed advantage ; a9 I think ths^t 
ffae muft now be marriageable, and as I have bee^ 
for {omc. time looking out for a wife, I have thought 
beft to addrefs ,you upon the fubje6l. Indeed, I 
Ihould have wrote you before ; but expcfting, every 
number, to hear fomething fiirther of the girl, I 
poflponed my intention, until by your long-winded 
rctnsurksy (you will pardon me, Sir) my patience is 
c^itt exhauiled. In truth, as I am turned of fifty, 
I have no time to fjpare ; and having a handfome 
and difencumbered eflate, it is fit that I procure ' 
lineal defcendants, who, in cafe of my deceaie, may 
become legal pofTeflbrs. Fromr applying to the girls 
of our day, whpm I have feen, notwithuanding your 
opinionr of " the prefcnt timesi* I am deterred by the 
little chance which a man hath of obtaining a woman 
poflefled of that difcretion which is fo requifite in a 
wife ; for, what with morning vijih% family and public 
diningSf . ridings mall Jirolling^ evening tea parties ^ mid- 
night halls^ and the time "miich is necefTarily devoted 
to fleep and dreffing, the four and twenty hours are 
completely filled up ! Npw, as I look upon you,. 
Mr. Gleaner, to be a very wife man, I take it, that 
your Margaretta muft be a girl of a very different 
Knt ; and, as I fuppofe (he hath been educated in the 
country, I take it for certain, that fbe is a complete 
i^oufe^wife ; that, (he can fuperintend a dairy ; take 
care of her children, when fte has any ; fee that I 
fcave my meals in due feafon ; ai)d that my clothes- 
^e l^uilie4 ^^ l^id in order* Moreoyer, as from 

F 2 a hint 
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a hint in one of your papers, I imagine that yott 
have a proper idea of the fubordination which is 16 
eflential to the charadber of a woman : I prefume 
you have not failed to document your pupil> with 
fufficient gravity, upon the 2rtic\t.Qifubje£iion ; and, I 
aflure you, that I fhall ^x^t&. obedience from mynmfi; that 
fhe muft not only be very well taught, indujirious^ and 
uniformly economical^ but alfo extremely docile. Thefe. 
things premifed, if you will introduce me to Mifs MeU 
worth, and we fhould happen to fancy each other, I will, 
if you pleafe, order the banns to be publilhed, and very 
fpeedily inveft her with all the privileges and immunt* 
- ties of a wife. I am, worthy Sir, your very humble fer- 
vant to command, TtMof hy Plodder.. 

In anfwer to ray feveral correfpondents, I have 
only to obferve, in general, that their expe«ftations 
abundantly forerun both my plans and my ability ;. 
but that I may, " in all my beft, obey them," I will, 
from time to time, fumilh^ from my private family, 
fuch (ketches as I fliaJl think proper, referring to 
myfelf the privilege of difcontinuing and refuming 
them, as fhall fuit my convenience. But to my 
friends Bellamour and Plodder, it is but jullice to 
fay, that four months fince, I had the felicity to 
beftow the hand of Mifs Mslworth upon a very 
worthy man, who, I doubt not, will be fully fenfible 
of the value of the acquifition which he hatli made^ 
But by what fteps Ihe hath obtained the honorary 
crown of matronhoodj may in future numbers bi 
narrated^ 



N°- VII. 



Then ftnoothly fpreads the retrafpcdiivc fcen^. 
When no gigantic errors intervene. 

NO, I think not — ^relative to Margaretta, we have 
no capital errors to deplore ; from the hour 
which configned to the narrow houfe the. remains ^ 

Mrs, 



No. VII.] The L E A N E R. «7 

Mrs. Aburthnot, fhe hath continued to progrcfs in 
our affe^ons, endearing herfelf to us hj every a6l of 
datjf and having laid her in our bofoniy fhe hath be- 
come unto us indeed a daughter. Heaven hath de- 
nied us children ; but we regret not that eircum(lance» 
while this amiable female lives to prop, to foothe, and 
to flope our pafTage through the journey of life. 
Having packed up her little moveables, the mod val-" 
liable of which was a miniature of her mother, put 
into her hands by her aunt (whofe degree of affinity 
fhe hath fince underftood) juft before me expired, we 
quitted the capit^ of South-Carolina. I took a place 
for m3rfelf in the ftage ; and Mary, accommodating 
herfelf to the movements of that vehicle, came on 
with the child. Mary hath the peculiar talent of 
ftealing from the unfortunate their iharpeft forrows ; 
moments of the keeneil anguifh (he can fometimes- 
beguile ; and by her addrefs (he hath not feldom ex- 
trailed from the wounded bofomthe lacerating ihaft. 
Ta foothe and to fupport the little Margaretta, who 
was at firft overwhelmed' with grief, Ihe bent her ut- 
Bioil efforts >$ and as the minds of children, at that 
early and interefting age, are commonly vecy fufcep- 
tible, and eaiily imprefled, ihe fucceeded wonderfrdly 
well ; while the little creatwe, aflured and comfort- 
ed, before we had reached tile northern extremity of 
the middle States, with her heart as light as the goC* 
famer, prattled away- moll delightfully. 

When we returned home, we fitted up a little 
-chamber, of which we conftituted Margaretta the 
fole proprietor ; my wife informing her that fhe fhould 
eftablifh a poft betwixt her apartment and her own> 
that if they chofe, upon any occafion, to feparate^ 
they might with the greater convenience open a cor*, 
refpondence by letter. The rudiments of Margaret- 
ta's education had been attended to; in her plain 
work fhe had made confiderable proficiency; fhe 
could read the feventh, tenth, eleventh and twelfth 
chapters of Nehemiah, without much difficulty ; and 
when her aunt was taken ill, fhe was on the point of 

being 
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being put into joimngJiand ; but Mary very £6^ 
&etche4 aut for qur cbarge rather an extenfiv^ pl^a 
of education ;. and as I was not entirely convinced qf 
the inutility of her views, the natural indolence of my 
temper induced me to let the matter pais, without en- 
terix^ my caveat by way of (lopping proceeding ; an^ 
indeed) I think the propriety of circumfqribing the 
education of a female, within fuch najrow bounds s^ 
iore frequently aligned, is at leaft .problem^ticaL A 
celebrated writer, I really forget who, bath .penne<^ 
upon this fubje^ a number of lelf'-evident txiiths ; ^i. 
it is an incontrovertible ia^* that to the matron. i$ en-, 
truiled not only the care of her daughter, but alfo the: 
forming the firfl and oftentimes the moft important 
movements of that mind, which is to^mform the iu- 
ture man ; the early dawnings of reafon ihe is ^p* 
pointed to watch, and from her are received tbe.nu)ft 
indelible impreiSons of his li&^ Now, was ibe 
properly qu^fied, how enviable and how dignified 
would be her employment. The probability is, that 
the family- of children, whom (be dire^ed, juppofin|^ 
them to pofTefs common capacities, being once initiat- 
ed into ipe flowery paths of fcience» would feldom. 
ftop (hort of the defired goal. Fine writing, arithme- 
tic, geography,aaronomy,mufic, drawing ; an a^t^ch^ 
meat to all thefe might be formed in mfancy ;' the 6rii 
principles of the fine arts might be fo accommodated, 
as to conftitute the paftime of the child ; the feeds of 
lmowle4ge mi^^bt be implanted in the tender mindi. 
and even buddmg there, before the avocations of the 
Neither permitted him to combine his efibtis. Afiec- 
tAon for the fweetpreceptrefs, would originate a ftrong; 
predilei^ion for inftm^ons, that woidd vrith intered- 
ing tendemeis be given, and that would be made to 
ai^me the face of entertainment, and thus the young 
proficient would be, ahnoft imperceptibly, engaged in 
thofe walks, in which an advan^eous perfeverance 
inight rationally be expe&ed. A niother, who poileff- 
eth a competent : knowledge of the Englifh and 
French tongueS} and who is prope;;Jy affiduous about 

hec 
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her children, I conceive, will find it little more diffi- 
cult to teach them to lifp in two languages, than in 
one ; and as the powers of the ftudent advanceth, cer- 
tain portions of the day may be regularly appropriat- 
ed to the converiing in that language which is not 
defigned for the common intercourfey of life. Let- 
ters, in either tongue, to the parent, or fidlitious char- 
aflers, may be alternately written, and thus an ele- 

fant knowledge of both may be gradually obtained, 
-earning, certainly, can never with propriety be 
efteemed a burthen ; and when the mind is judicioufly 
balanced, it renders the pofTeiFor not only more valu- 
able, but alfo more amiable, and more generally ufe- 
fill. Literary acquifitions cannot, unlefs the facul- 
ties of the mind are deranged, be led ; and while the 
goods of fortune may be whelmed heneatli the contin- 
gencies of revolving time, intelle^al property ftill 
remains, and the mental funds can never be exhauft- 
ed. The accompliflied, the liberally accomplilhed 
female, if fhe is deftined to move in the line of com- 
petency, will be regarded as a pleafing and inflruc- 
tive companion ; whatever fhe does wilF connect an 
air of perfuafive elevation ; wherever fhe may be ad- 
ventitioufly called, genuine dignity will be the accom- 
paniment of her fleps ; fhe will always be attended- 
to with pleafiire, and fhe cannot fail of being diftin- 
guifhed ; fhould fhe, in her career of life, be arrefted 
by adverfe fortune, many refources of relief, of pleaf- - 
tire, and of emolument, open themfelves before her ; 
and fhe is not necejjarlly condemned to laborious ef- 
forts, or to the drudgery of that unremitted famenefs, 
which the rotine of the needle prefents. 

But whatever may be the merits of the courfe which 
I am thus apparently advocating, without flopping ta 
examine the other fide of the queflion, I proceed to 
fay, that the plan of education adopted for Marga- 
retta was, as I have already hinted, fufficiently ex- 
ten/ive, and that Mrs. Vigillius (to addrefs my good 
wife, in her dignified character of govemante, with 
all pofllble refped) having inflruded her pupil in the 

grand 
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)i;rand fundam^&tal points of the philanthn>pic re- 
Tgion of Jefus, was never eafy whik any branch of 
knprovement, which could by the moft remote con- 
ftrudkion be deemed feminin,e, resiained unefFayed y 
and I muft in juftice declare, that the confequenco, 
by producing Margaretta at the age of fixteen, a^ 
beautiful and accomplHhed girl, more than anfwered 
^ her moft iangujne expe^ations* 

Of needle work, in its varieties, my wife pronounc- 
ed her a perfeft miftrefs ; her knowledge o£ the Eng- 
hfti, and French tohgues, was fully adequate to her 
years, and her manner of reading had,. for me, pe- 
culiar charms ; her hand writing was neat and eafy ; 
ihe was a good accomptant, a tolerable geographer 
and chronologift ; fhe had fkimmed the furface of af- 
tronomy and natural philojfophy j. bad naade gpqi 
proficiency in her ftudy of hiftory^ and the poets ;. 
could iketch a landfcape ; could furniih, from her 
own fancy, patterns for the mufli^is which fhe 
wrought ; could bear her p^rt in a minuet and a co- 
tillion, and was allowed to have an excellent hand 
upon the piano forte. We once ent^itained a de^ 
iign of debarring her the indulgence of novels jf 
but thofe books, being in the hands oif every one, we 
conceived the accomplifhment of our wifhes in this 
refpedl, except we had bred her an abfoliite reclufe^ 
almoft impracticable ; and Mrs. Vigillius, thereforcj^ 
thought it bcft to permit the ufe of every decent work, 
caufmg them to be read in her prefence, hoping 
that flie might, by her fuggeftions and obfervations, 
preient an antidote to the poifon, with ^hich the pen 
of the novelill is too often fraught. The ftudy 
of hiftpry was purfuedt if I niay fo exprefs myfelf^ 
i^^ftematically : To the page of the hiftorian one hour 
every d^y was regularly devoted ; a fecond hour* 
Mary converfed with her adopted daughter jupon the 
iubje<St which a unifprox coudTe pf reading had fur- 
niihed ; and a third hpur Mstrgaretta was dir^^ed tp 
cn:^plQy, in committing to paper fuch particular fa^Sy 
j^eiQfU-iK^aiid confequeac^s deduced t^erelrom, as ha4» 

* during 
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4arihg the hours appropriated to reading, and con- 
▼crfing, laoft ftriklngly impreffed her mind ; and bj^ 
thefe ineans the leading features of hiftorjwere inde- 
libly imprinted thereon. Mrs. Vigillius alfb cottipdf. 
«d little geographical, hifioric^» and chronological 
catechifms, or dialogaes^ the nature of which will ht 
caf3y conceived; and (he pronottnced them of infinite 
advantage In the profecution of her plan 5 flie fub- 
mitted Iftewilc, at leaft o^nce every week, to little 
voluntary abfences, when my boy Plato, being confti- 
tuted courier betwixt the apartments of nly wife and 
daughter, an epifiolary correfpondence was carried 
on between them, from which more than orte imjpor- 
tant benefit was derived ; the penmanfhip of our 
charge ^was unproved ; the beautiful and elegant art 
of letter writing was by degrees acquired ; and Mar- 
^aretta was early accuftomed to lay open her heart 
xb her maternal friend. 

Pcifons when holding the pen, generally expre/s* 
ihemfelves more freely than when engaged in conver- 
fation ; and if they have a perfefl confidence in thofe 
whom they addrefs, the probability is, that, unbofom- 
ing them/elves, they will not fail to unveil the inmoft 
recefles oi their fouls— -thus was Margaretta properly 
and happily habituated to difclofe, without a bhifh, 
each rifeig thought to her, on whom the care of prer 
paring her for die great career of life had devolved. 

No, Mr. Pedant, fhe was not unfitted for her prop- 
er fpherej and your ftomach, however critical it 
snay be, never digefled finer puddings than thofe 
which I, with an uncommon zeft, have partook, 
as knowing they were the compofition of her fair 
hand — yes, in the receipts of cookery Ihe is thorough- 
ly veifed ; (he is in every refpeft the complete hotife- 
wife ; and our Imeh never received fo fine a glofs as 
when it W4s ironed and laid in order by Margaretta. 
Mrs. VigilKus was early taught the fcience of economy, 
and /he took care to teach it to her daughter ; and 
being more efpecially economical of time, (he fo ar- 
rangeth matters as hev^ to appear ettibarfafled, or in 

a hurry, 
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a hurry, having always her hours of leifure, which 
ihe appropriates to the contingencies of the day. It 
i^ true> flie does not often engage in vifits of mere cer- 
emony, feldom making one of any party, without 
fome view either to her own emolument, or that of 
thofe about her ; and with regard to drefs, flie fpends 
but little time in afTorting an article which is, it muft 
be confefled, too generally a monopolizer of a bleiUng, 
that can hardly be too highly eftimated. She doth 
not think it neceffary to have he^ difhabille for the 
morning, her robe-de-chambre for tloon, and her fuH 
trimed polanee or trollopee, for the evening. The 
morning generally, except in cafes of any particular 
emergency, prefents her drefled for the day ; and as 
Hie is always elegant, of coiirfe Ihe can never be pre- 
pofterous, extravagant or gaudy. It will be hardly. 
necefTary to add, that Mifs Melworth was, and is, her 
exa£t copieft ; and indeed ilie is fo warmly attached 
to my dear Mary, that I verily believe it would have 
Ipeen in her power to have initiated her into the devi- 
ous paths of error ; and this is faying a great deal 
of a mind which poflefTeth fuch innate goodnefs, as 
doth that which inhabits the gentle bofom of my Mar- 
garetta. Upon the fnbjecfl of drefs, I am naturally 
reminded of the requeft of my fanciful correfpondent 
Monimia Caftalio, relative to the drefs of Margaretta, 
and particularly the height of her head ; and I am 
happy that I can gratify Mifs Monimia Callalio,by rec- 
ollefling a circumftance, which being in point, may 
ferve as a fpecimen of the general ftyle of Margaret- 
ta's drefs. I think flie was about fifteen, when Mrs. 
Vigillius conforming as much as her ideas of propriety 
would admit, to the then fafhion of the times, made for 
her a hat of white fatin. I remember there was a 
prettily fancied ribbon to it ; and it had, I thought, 
rather a jauntee appearance. Margaretta put it on, 
and fallied forth to pay a vifit to an acquaintance, a 
Mifs Preedy ; and the next morning, when feated at 
the breakfaft table, with much hefitation fhe requeft- 
ed her mamma to purchafe for ber^ as an additional 

ornament 
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ornament to her hat, fome beautiful feathers, "which 
(he faid were to be difpofed of at the very next fhop. 
Mrs. Vigillms, with great calmnefs, replied, **Yes, 
my dear, without doubt I can obtain for yon the 
feathers ; but I have for fome time been endeavouring 
to accumulate a fum, which I had intended to ap- 
propriate for the completion of your little library ; 
and a crown laid out in feathers, will take therefrom 
at leaft one handfome and inftrudlive volume ; it is 
true, I have fome money now by me, defigned for 
another ufe — Poor Mrs. Lovemore, over whofe mif- 
fortunes you have fhed fo many tears, ftill fwells the 
Ugh of forrow — hQy whofe prefence would turn her 
little cottage into a palace, yet remains imprifoned ! 
I have long had it in contemplation to dry tlie tear 
of anguilh from the cheek of that folitary mourner ; 
and I have anticipated the pleafure I fhould experi- 
ence while witnefling the mantling joy, and the dimp- 
ling fmiJes, which would, upon an occafion fo happy, 
pervade the faces of the little beings who owe to her 
their exiftence — =G cuius of fenfibility ! how extatic 
would be my emotions, could I be made inftrumental 
in refloring to tlieir embraces the hufband and the 
father ! The fum for which Mr. Lovemore is held 
in durance, is fmall, and his misfortunes could not 
by human prudence be either forefeen or prevented. 
From the late expenditures in our family, I have {o 
far economized, as to' have at lengtli made up the 
requifite fum ; and I had thought to have taken a walk 
this fine morning, in order to liberate the poor man- 
but you want the feathers, and Lovemore muft con- 
tinue in captivity until I can lay by another crown." 
Never fhall I forget the expreffion, the animated 
expreffion, which lighted up the countenance of Mar- 
garetta ; tears of mingling pleafure and delicate ap- 
prehenfion, were upon her cheek ; with a kind of du- 
teous eagemefs, fhe feized the hand of Mary, and in 
a moft graceful manner bowing thereon, with a trem- 
ulous voice fhe thus queftioned — ^thus entreated — 
'* And will the forrows of the poor Mrs. Lovemore 
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know ati end ? O friend, patronefs, prote<Ebrefs, pre- 
ferver, mother — ^what fhall I fay ? — Already my obli- 
gations to you are infinite— but tell me, dear lady, 
will you ftill add .thereto — ^ihall I accompany you to 
the abode of Mrs. Lovemore ? I know that you will 
confent — ^let us .go this inftant — ^I will fly for your 
^loakj.and we will not delay a moment." 

It is hardly jieceflary to add that Margaretta obtain- 
ed her fuit, and I fubjoin a declaration, that thefe kind 
of feathers are the moft beautiful, and the'higheft plum- 
ejd, of any .fhe hath ever yet worn in her hat or cap. 

But while we -have been afliduoufly employed in cul- 
tivating the mind of Margaretta, we have been endeav- 
ouring to eradicate the feeds of that over-weening felf 
conceit, whicli, while it would induce an oftentatious 
exhibition of thofe talents, natural, or adventitious, 
which fhe may pofTefs — like a rampant weed Avould im- 
pede and overfhadow the growth of every virtue- 
Againft pride and afFeftation we have been careful to 
guard her, by conftantly inculcating one grand truth ; 
a truth, to the convidion of which every ingenuous 
mind muft be *;ver open. Her perfon, the fymmetry of 
her features, the rofe and lily of her complexion, the 
tout enftmhle of her exterior, the harmony of her voice, 
&c. &c. — thefe are the endow^ments of nature — ^while 
the artificial ac.ccim,pllfliments with which fhe is inveft- 
ed, refulting wholly from accident, and being alto- 
gether independent of her own arrangements, confer 
upon her no real or intrlnfic merit. 
• We are daily adiiring her, that every thing in future 
depends upon her own exertions, and that her charader 
muft be defignated by tliat confiftent decency, that ele- 
gant propriety, and tjiat dignified condefcenlion, which 
are indeed truly eftimable. We have apprized her, 
that in every ftage of her jouniey through life, fhe will 
find friends— or 'a fecial intercourfe with the circles in 
which fhe may be called to move — conftituting one of 
her principal enjoyments, and that if fhe is not eager for 
admiration, if fhe avoids making a difplay of fuperior 
.abilities, fhe will efcape thofe fhafts of envy which 

wiU 
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will otherwife be too furely aimed at her peace ; and 
fecure to herfelf tKe complacent feelings of thofe with 
-whom fhc maybe converfant. 

Margaretta hatha becoming fpint, and diffimula- 
lion is a ftranger to her heart ; Ihe is rather cheerf\il 
than gay ; flie never diverts herfelf with fimplicity 
and ignorance ; double entendres jfhe detefts ; ihe is 
not an adept in the prefent faihionable mode of play- 
ing upon words, and Ihe never defcends to what is call- 
ed jefting ; fhe can delive? herfelf upon any fubjedl, 
on which Ihe ventures to fpeak, with great eafe ; but 
in large or mixed companies fhe engages in converfa- 
ti©n with manifeft relu(5lance ;^ and 1 have heard her 
declare, that fhe hath frequently, when encircled by 
ftrangers, felt alarmed at the found of her. own voice ; 
fhe never comments upon thofe blunders which are the 
refult of a negle(5led education, nor will (he lend her 
finiles to thofe who are thus employed; and ihe obferves, 
that fuch kind of peccadillos have upon her no other ef- 
fe^, than to excite in her bofom thefenfation of gratitude. 

With the laws of cuflom, or faihroni fhe is thorough- 
ly acquainted, and fhc confents to follow them as far 
as they fquare witll the didlates of re<5tltude ; but flie 
never facrifices to their documents either her humani- 
ty, or her convenience ; fhe regards, as extremely venial, 
an ignorance of their defpotic inflitutions ; (indeed the 
multifarious requirements of mere ceremony, ftrike her 
in fo trifling a point of view, that fhe conceives it rather 
a matter of courfe that they fhould fometimes be omit- 
ted) and fhe prefers plain manners to all the glitter of 
a fludied or laboured addrefs. * 

But it is againft the unaccountable freaks of the ca- 
pricious, that all the artillery of that humour, of which 
Ihe pofTeffes a natural fund, is levelled ; frank and inge* 
nuous herfelf, fhe laughs at the vagaries of the whimfi- 
cal^and her heart is ever upon her lips ; fhe reflects much, . 
and her judgment is fafhioned by reafon ; fhe cannot 
be feen without pleafure, nor heard without inftru(5lIon^ 

But I am ratlier defcribing what Margaretta 
isy than what fhe iv<7/, at the period of her hiftory 

to 
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to which we are arrived; Three or four years have: 
matured- her talents, prefentmg; the daily improv- 
ing and promifmg girl, a truly lovely and accom-. 
pliflied woman, abundantly anfwering the fondeft ex- 
petflations which- were formed, of hen 

When our "beloved charge had completed her fix- 
teenth year, we conceived it full titne to introduce her,- 
an interefting and beautiful objedt to a world, of,' 
whofe deceptions we had been careful to'warn. her, and: 
for whofe ihtercourfe, we flattered ourselves, fhe was as. 
well qualified as girls at. her age generally are. 

It was, at this period that Mrs. Vigillius, in compli- 
ance with the prefling entreaties of a friend . in whom^ 
fhe entirely confided,, relu^antly confented that Mifs,. 
Mel worth fhould pafs a few weeks in-the city of New-- 
Haven.. 

But it. mgy be proper to refer the opening of a new, . 
and important fcene, to a feparate eflay ; and we IhalL. 
proceed to bring forward the • appropriate nuihber,t 
with all joffibk difpatcti. 



N°- VIII. 



ImportaQt period; when th^ opening germe 
Burfls into life — to each imprtffion warm. 

IT was a firfl parting^rr-and it coft a fhower of:tears. 
on, both fides, but avoiding as much as poffible. 
fcenes which may be better imagmfdxYi^n defcrtbedy I. 
proceed in my narration. Margaretta had been ab-. 
feni; but two weeks, when, the following letter, giving^ 
the alarm ta our mofi anxious feelings, was read by 
Mafy and m^elf, with. uncoipmon perturbation. 

Nftw-HAV«N, ikfrfjy ip/A, X789. 
Ever honoiiredy and ever dear Friends 
THE. tear is ftiH wet upon.. my cheek ! yes indeed,, 
and well it may ; for I never think upon, the morning 

on which I took my departure from , but thd 

pearly drops, as ray good gapa would call them, chafe. 
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each other down my cheek ; the truth is, that fincc 
the hour which clofed the eyes of my poor aunt, I 
have never known afflidbion fo fevere. Well, but my 
mamma hath taught me not to dwell upon the dark 
fide of events ; and finding all adherence to her pre- 
cepts my fureft path, I wave every thing of a mel- 
ancholy nature, . and proceed to fay — that Mrs. Wor- 
thington received me with much affciftion ; that Ihe 
treats me in all refpe<5ls with the fame tender atten- 
tion wliich fke beftows upon her own daughter, Mifs 
Amelia ; and that I do not believe, if I except my o\vn 
dear mamma, that there is in the whole world a better 
"ivoman.A Col- Worthington, as we were told, is at 
prefent abfent from home.; fo that, excepting , the do- 
mefticsy who are decent and obliging people, our 
fanaily confifts only of Mrs. Worthington, Miis Ame* 
lia, and myfelf. I am delighted with New-Haven, with 
its beautiful plains, its high furrounding mountains, 
its neat built houfes, its ample ftreets, and the tall trees 
by which on either hand they are fhaded. Yale Col- 
lege, aa qpifcopaliau church, and three diflenting 
meeting houfcs,> are fituated contiguous to each other. 
You know, my mamma, you directed me to write as if 
you were a ilranger to every particular. As I walk- 
ed ov^r the green, the neighbourhood bf thefe build- 
ings feemed to confecrate the fpot, rendering it, as it 
w:ere, hallowed ground. Yale College is not near fo 
Ipacious as the defcriptiou which, we received from 
Edward Hamilton of. the feminary in. which he was 
educated ; indeed, ever fmce the evening upon which 
Edward entertained us fo agreeably with an account 
of Harvard College, I have had a very ftrong inclina- 
tion to behold thofe venerable domes. Many ftudents, 
however, profecute their ftudies here ; . and 1 cannot 
but efleem. every young creature happy who hath the 
difpofition, and is prcfented with the opportunity, of 
acquiring knowledge. As I have been introduced by 
Mrs. Worthington as the adopted daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Vigillius, and as the characters of my dear. 
|?^eiital. -friends are fo properly revered here, I have 

G. z received-k 
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received the mpft. marked attentions. If I might be- 
allowed to give an opinion, I would fay that the gen- 
tlemen of New-Hay en.appcar to me to be friendly, and 
hofpitable, and that the ladies are truly politer Perr 
haps I may be permitted to pronouncci that thofe 
whom I have feen, anfwer, very exadly to the idea of 
genuine urbanity, which you, Madam, have taught nie 
to form. Among the many whp have moft omiging- 
ly dillinguifhed me, the limits of a. letter will only al- 
low me to mention Mis* Edwards.. .Mr. Edwards, yoUr 
will recolle<5t, Madam, is. an eipinent barrifter ; and the. 
perfon, who is permitted; to mingle in their focial.circlesy 
cannot but enjoy a fatisfadlion of a fuperior kind. 

The ladies of New-Haven are remarkably fond of' 
cultivating flowers ; and a difquifition upon- the beau- 
ties of die parterre makes, a part in almoft every con- 
verfation. Mrs. Edwards counted in her garden at 
one time, no lefs than , eight hundred tulips all in full 
blow, among which, the various ftreaks and ihades^ 
were innumerable. Doubtlefs I could., be very happy 
in NeW'Haven, if it was the refidcnce of my papa sind, 
mamma, but werje it the paradife of the globe, I fhould: 
figh for the village of their abode ;^ and the elegant: 
faloon which my mamma devotes to fentimental friend-* . 
Ihip, the focial breakfafting parlour, the ample dining- 
room, the chamber, of which, with, fuch unexampled^ 
goodnefs. I was conftituted fole proprietor, the fweet; 
little flower garden, the fmpoth gravel walk termina- . 
ted by the woodbine alcove, &c. &c. thefe would all- 
live in my idea as. the haunts of perfedt happinefs^. 
lUrs. Worthington infifts on my tarrying here until the- 
e^cpiration- of the Commencement holidays ; but in : 
truth, I. am well pleafcd that my leave ofabfcnce eX-, 
tendethnot near fo far ; and I am glad that my mam- 
ma hath fixed precifely the tJme of my return ; for I; 
alv/ays feel aflured.and tranquil when^J ana entirely- 
under her dire<5lion. You will pleafe to aflure all my 
young acquaintance, particularly Serafi|ia and Ed- 
Ward Hamilton, that they are often prefent to my 
imagination; tliat in my dreams I. fl^ill mix in theiii- 
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little parties ; and that it is impoflible I fliould ccafe to , 
remember them, or to love them very fincerely. 

Well, I have written more than two pages, and yet 
"have not executed the purpofe I formed when I fat me 
down to this employ : You have accuftomed me, dearefl 
lady, to unbofom myfelf to you, and though this is my 
^r(l feparation from you, yet the epiftolary correfpond- 
ence, with which I have for fuch a length of time, 
though continued under your roof, been indulged, hatli 
given me the habit, of exprefling myfelf to you in this 
•way, with the utmoft freedom. ; and as a proof that I 
will never wear difguifes, when addrefling her whofe 
care hath, rendered life to me a valuable gift, I will 
confefs that I make the following communication with . 
more rcludlance than I ever yet, upon any occafion, . 
experienced ; but truth fhall be my motto, and to my 
loved patronefs I will have no referves. I had been, 
but one hour in the family of Mrs. Wortbington, when 
^ young gentleman, Mr.Siniftenis Courtland, made 
his appeamnce in that lady's drawing room ; he enter- 
ed with the air of an eftablifhed acquaintance, and in^ 
deed he (lands high m the efteem of Mrs. Worthing- . 
ton ; a large party was colle<fted, all of whom he ad- 
tlreiled in a manner truly engaging, and upon my be- 
ing introduced, payed me a compliment in a ftyle fb 
new, fo elevated, and fo ftrikingly pleafing, that my 
beart inftantaneoufly acknowledged an involuntary 
prepofTcfiion in h»s favour ; fenfations witli which I 
was till that moment unacquainted, pervaded my bor 
fom ; I felt my face in a glow, and a pleafing kind of. 
perturbation took pofrcffion of my faculties. My op- . 
portunities of feeing Mr^ Courtland have been fince 
frequent. Three days afterwards he declared himfelf. 
my lover ; his afliduitieS' are unwearied ; lie profeffes to ■ 
live but in my prefenqe, and he protefts that my re- 
jedtion of him will make him the moft mifcrable of 
men. Mrs. Wortbington aflfures me, that Mr. Court- 
land is a gentleman whpfe addreffes no lady need bhifit, 
to receive ; and I will ov/n to you, Madam, that if a 
few. );ears more bad pairedovermy head, as you have. 

taught. 
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taugbtme to conceive a union with a man of worth 
may rationally, be the ultimatun^ of a woman's 
wifhes ; I ihould think I flood a greater chance for- 
happinefs with this gentleman, than witi any other in*- 
dividual of his fex^ 

Mr. Courtland is a native of V — in the State of ^— ^ 
he fays he had formerly the honour of an acquaintance, 
with my papa. He is tall and well made, his addrefs 
i^ eafy, and commanding ; the contour o£ his ■ face is 
ftrikingly agreeable j indeed, his whole exteriour is a i 
combination of , elegance and digpity, and his manners 
are confeffcdly defcriptive of .the finilhed gentleman. I 
am told that he adds to thefe fuperficial accomplifhr 
ments a fubftantial and cultivated underftanding j that 
he is a man of erudition^ and pofTefTeth alfo^ with a genr 
eral knowledge of books, an: extenfive acquaintance 
with the worW. On my return, he will, prefent him- 
felf before my parental friends. Perhaps they may not 
approve a connexion fo difproportioned in regard to- 
3rears, Mr* Courtlaad having numbered full thirtyt. 
and I but little better than lixteen. . Iconfefs that I. 
feel a degree of culpability while dete6ling my heart,, 
thus audacioufly leaning toward an election, until my 
honoured benefactors, pointing the £nger, had unitedr 
ly pronounced* ** There* Margaretta,.there is your con? 
genial, foul ; behold the perfon-whora we dire(5tyou to 
■^regard, as him who- is deftined the aiTociate of your 
future life ;'f but my fault is altogether involuntary, 
and I pray you, my dear lady* to prefent to my papa: 
my refpedlfiil regards ; and to aflure him that from his 
honoured lips,, and thofe of my mamma, muft proceed ; 
the award which wiU decide the fate of their ever dur- 
teous, ever, grateful, .ever affedlionate. 

M48.GARETTA Mklw-orth. 

Thfe letter, I fay, irifli6bed Upon mybbfom.the mod 
pungent anxiety. PuU well I knew SinifterusCourtland. 
I knew him much better (fOr my pprfonal interviews, 
with hira had been but few) than he was apprized of; . 
Lknewrhim to be bafe, defigning, and however incoa? 

' gruQus. ' 
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gruous thcfe qualities may feemj improvident alfo ;. 
his father had bred him a gentleman, leaving him on- 
ly a flender patrimony to fupport his pretenfions, whije- 
he was wholly deftitute of the means, difpoiition, or 
talents, to add thereto 5 nay, even his fnriall inheritance,, 
without {pending a fingle thought on the future, he 
had deeply involved, until preffed upon.by his creditors. 
Be was finally induced to an- effort to extricate him- 
felf, by the very honour ahk method of deluding fome wo- 
man whofe expedlations were tolerable, into an affair 
of the heart, the matrimonial termination of which, he 
coniidered as an axiom, which was too irrefragable to. 
admit of doubt ; he had- fpent the morning oihis life 
iii fluttering from^ town to town, paying his devoirs to 
every inconiiderate girl, who, allured- by his flattery, 
and charmed by an exteriour which is indeed> unex*. 
ceptionable, and deceived alfo by the eafc, brilliancy, 
and eclat of his appearance into a good opinion of his. 
finances, became the dupe of her own vanity, finding her 
inclinations betrayed, in favour of an impoftor, who on 
his part, poffeffednot depth of underftanding fuificient : 
to render him capable of a ferious or lading impreflion*. 
It is fcarcely neceffary to add a finifhing to the 
chark(^er that now prefented a fonnidable candi- 
date for the heart of my girl ; and, tii addition 
to the unfavourable, light in which I beheld, Mr.. 
Courtland, I had long entertained other views for Mar-. 
garetta, adjufting my plans in fuch a manner, as I 
conceived well nigh precluded^ a difappointment : I: 
"Was fenfiWe, that as I had no near, relation of my own,, 
it was generally fuppofed Mifs Mislworth would be my 
heir, and I (huddered at the idea, of the little fortune 
which, with much induftiyj application and economy,, 
I had accumulated, being fquandcred by a fpendthriftK 
while ray daughter,, and her defcendants, were left, 
pennylefs I For a moment, regarding myfelf as a fhip-. 
wrecked voyager, bereaved of every hope, I was ready,. 
yielding the point, to ftretch. myfelf upon, the barren 
fieaths of defpair ; but after deliberating the matter, I 
Qpuceived, that though my fabric tott(?red, it was not 

abfolutely 
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abfolutely whelmed ; and though I was aware tha^ 
manured by the prejudices prepared in the hot-bed of 
novel reading, the impreflions made upon young minds, 
with the pafSons implanted in the tender foiU-were not 
cafily erafed, or up-rooted ^ yet I conceived that the 
tafk, however arduous, was not altogether impractica- 
ble ; and while apprized that the -bufmefs-in which I 
was about to' engage requ4red in the management 
thereof the utmoft delicacy, I concluded, nevcrthelefs,. 
that an object fadtfirable, was at leaft worth anyattempt 
to obtain it. Thus having made up my mind, Mary> 
who was hand in glove with me, began our operations^, 
by refponding to the letter of Margaretta»,m the fuh* 
joined, maimer. 

{Village of — , County 
of , May 16, 1789. 

I PERSUADE myfelf, my dear Margaretta^ that 
it woidd at this time be wholly, fuperfluous to exprcfet 
to you the very high fatisfa<5lion which both your father 
and myfelf mutually experience, at that unfeigned- 
complacency in your fituition, which you take every 
opportunity fo gratefully to avow. Once for all, my 
dear girl, you- may affiire. yourfelf that your- a£Fe^ioQ- 
ate regards are abundantly reciprocated ; that we hare 
no idea of a, warmer attachment than we have con- 
ceived for you ; and, that if the hearts of natiiral parents 
beat with ardoiu*s ftronger than thofe which expand our 
bofoms, they muft border fo nearly upon. anguKhy that 
we are not ambitious of being able, experimentally to 
afcertain the difference ;- neither Ihall I, at this time, 
expatiate upon the merit of .your letter — ^my opinion of 
your epiftolary talents, you already know, though per- 
haps I Ihould not fo eafily deny myfelf- a repetition of 
thofe fond expreflions of admiration, to which I am ac^ 
cuftomedj and which, poffibly, infome degree originate 
in the predile(5lion which my maternal feelings hath in- 
duced—were it not that the important communication 
ypu have forwarded to us, abforbs in my foul every 
cpQfideratioQ of lefs weight. 

I. hardly^ 
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T hardly know where to begin, or how to ex«- 
jprds to you the anxiety to which you have given 
birth in our bofoms. Is it poiUble, that my Marga- 
x^tta can love where fte cannot entirely efiee^n! and 
can fhe have fo far forgot the leflbns of her youth, 
as entirely tc efteem Mr. Courtland ! What is the condu^ 
of a man of honour in fo delicate a conjundhire as you 
delineate \ dotli he wait till he hath, as he fuppofes, 
urevocably fixftd himfelf in the heart of a young 
woman, before he deigns to apprize thofe whole niehts 
and days have been fpent in watching for her Welfare ? 
Certainly not — ^but immediately after his propofals have 
been made to her, who I grant is the perfon principally 
concerned, if he can difcern the fmalleft appearance of 
fuccefs, (andjnen are eagle .eyed upon thefe occafions) 
he will folicit the fan(5bion of her guardian friends, 
that he may either avail himfelf of them as auxiliaries 
in his purfuit ; oi^ if neceflary, fet about c<mquering a 
paflion which cannot be confecrated by duty — ^reverfe 
the picture, and the man of duplicity ftands confeft ; he 
will fteal into the confidence of the unfufpe<^ing virgin, 
obtaining what he conceives an unalterable and undi- 
vided afcendency over her mind, and then, merely as a 
complim^t^ the parents are made acquainted with the 
bufmefe, who, if they prefume to enter their caveat, 
however improper the connexion may in fad be, arc 
accufed of tyranny, barbarity, and what not. 

Thus Mr. Courtland — ^the poft paffes by our door, but 
he hath not condefcended to pen for us a fingle line, 
which might ii^form ns of his enterprizc. Doubtlefs his 
mtention is to aflail your paffions during the whole 
period of your purpoled vifit, when deeming the matter 
hremediable, he will make us a genteel bow, and infult 
us by requefting our advice I But from you, my dear 
child, we expeft a decifion more upright — you have 
deviated, it is true, but you have as yet taken but one 
ftep, and we doubt not that you will very fpeedily re- 
cover the path of difcretion. You fee that our objec- 
tion to Mr. Courtland is not altogether on account of 
his years, though this of itfelf is in our opinion infup- 

erable ; 
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crable ; at prefent, fixtcen and thirty may move in the 

fame fphere ; but pafs a few years, and we may almoft 

trace their orbits in oppofite hemifpheres ; Jtventy is tht 

age of man — ^while fifty-fix tnay enjoy the utanoft vigour 

of mental and corporeal powers— indeed, i£ Jimilarity 

of difpofitionsy fenthnents and attachnents are requi- 

Jite'to conjlltute viatrtmonial felicity ^ fur ely an equali' 

tyy or nearly an equality of years j ought to he deemed 

of fome importance in the calculation* I know that to 

almoft every general rule there are exceptions ; but yet^ 

-neverthelefs, I would not give my voice in favour of a 

gentleman's having more than two or three years at 

fartheft, the advantage over -her whom ^e fel0<fled as 

•the partner of his life. 

Afk yourfelf, my dear, what opportunity have you 
had of becoming acquainted with the views, hab- 
its, or temper of Mr. Courtland .5 and yet, although, 
when your letter was written, only ten days from the 
moment of your introdudlion to him had elapfed, you 
ferioujly pronounced him the individuals '^ho gf all his 
fsx is the tnofl capable of making you happy I Such \.% 
the natural good fenfe of my Margaretta, tliat I aflure 
myfelf I need not comment upon this declaration. 

I am rather furprifed at the part which my friend 
Mrs. Worthington hath taken in this affair ; furely, 
in this inftance, fhe hath been mifled by the goodnefs 
of her ovrci heart. Mr. Courtland is only a vifitor in 
New-Haven ; the place of his nativity and ufual' refi- 
dence is at a great diftance ; and Ihe can only know in 
general tliat he is a man of family and education. But 
in truth, I myfelf have been vTOng ; I ought not to 
have parted with my Margaretta. Yet, while I palli- 
ate my fault, by a declaration that I conceived her 
extreme youth would have protedled her from over- 
tures fo important ; I truft, that the tears which I 
have filed upon this occafion, will expiate it. 

Yes, my love, your father knows Mr, Courtland— 
he kfionus him nvell ; and without furtlier invefi:igating 
the chara<5ter of that gentleman, he bids me tell you, 
that he hatl^long entertained views of eftablifhing you 

in 
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in onrovm neighbourhood, Edward Hamilton— i-ftart 
not, my dear, at a name, which in the innocence of your 
heart you have a thoufand times declared you loved— 
hath liow completed his nineteenth year ; he bids fair 
to be every thing which a fond father could wifh for 
the man, to whom he yielded die beloved daughter of 
his affections ; his charafter is bottomed upon integrity ; 
he is every way accomplifhed ; his profpeds are good ; 
his knowledge of the profefHon of his eledtion, indeed 
his extenfive acquaintance with mercantile affairs, is* 
for his years, prodigious ; with regard to his exteriour 
and addrefs, if we allow for the charm of novelty, he 
might rival even a Cointland ; and I declare I know 
not the youth who can equal him for gentility of mein, 
and beauty of perfon. But thefe arc attradlions, fim- 
ply confidered, to X^hich the heart of my Margaretta, 
when fhe fuffers herfelf calmly to reflet, will, I am per- 
faadedf ever remain inpregnable. Before the death 
of your reverend friend, old Mr. Hamilton, the plan 
of uniting our children, (uppofing their hearts were 
not reluftant, wasadjufted. The good gentleman re- 

Firded his ion as almoft an affianced lover ; otherwife 
imagine he would not have left his ward, the beau- 
t^ul and accomplifhed Serafina, fituated as (he is in 
regard to Edward ; who, however unblemifhed his 
character may be, is neverthelefs, as a young man, a 
very ill-judged guardian for a young and unconnected 
woman. Hitherto, being delirous of leaving you 
wholly unreihnined, we have kept our fecret clofe 
locked in our own bofoms ; and until the receipt of 
your letter,^ we have beheld with pleafure the gradual 
advancement of our willies. For Edward, he is wholly 
devoted to you, and while hardly confcious of the mo- 
tives by which he is actuated, he is afliduous in every 
thing which relates to you ; even trifles are inveffed 
with importance, if they are infcribed with your name 
— if you are unexpectedly mentioned, his whole frame 
is vifibly agitated, his complexion affumes a more ani- 
mated glow, his voice is mellowed into an unufual 
foftnefsy and his tongue is never tired in rehearfing 

H your 



85 The GLEANER. [No. VIlL 

your praifes ; hut, fear not my girl— If we cannot con- 
vince your judgment, and woo your bed affe^ions, 
you Ihall never be the wife of Hamilton- 

Your intereft and happinefs is the fole motive of our 
actions ; it is the pole ftar by whigh all our movements 
are directed, and if we can but fee you pleafingly 
eflablifhed, and in pofleffion of tranquillity, we (haU 
lay us dawn in perfect peace. We regard the unfold* 
ing our plan to you at this time, as premature, andl 
vfQ feelijigly regret that our meafures are thus unfor- 
tunately precipitated. We have not yet difclofed our- 
felves to Edward ; we are not in favour of early mar- 
riages ; and though the laws of Heaven and of good 
citizenfhip, have ordained the fexes for each other, yet 
we think that years are requilite to ripen the judg- 
ment, and to afcertain the choice, which a young per- 
fon may have every reafon to fuppofe immutably fixed. 
We haye conceived, that a female who takes a ftep fo 
important, at the age of twenty-three, or upwards, 
hath loH no time ; and it v/as. only in compliance with 
the dying req,ue{l of Mr. Hanjiltoiv tliat we confented^ 
iuppofing our young people fhould be propitious, that 
you fhould, at the period when you lliail have coni'- 
plcted your nineteenth year, exchange your vows with 
his deferving. fon. 

But, waving thefe matters for the prefent, I have 
to. fay, that your father, alter prefenting. you his pa- 
ternal regards and bleHing, diretfls me to. inform you,. 
that buiinefs wiJl foon call him to New-Ha'ten^ and 
that, if curtailing your villt, you can find it agreeable 
tOirelurA hojnii with him, you will confer on him a 
veiy; high obligation ; in this requeft, my deiar, I, for 
m,y part, moil fmcerely join ; and, if your wiftjes meet 
minp, you will plcafe to exj^refs to Mrs. Worthingtonn 
my thjinks for her indulgence to you — to offer, her my 
reipe<5b5, and to acquaint her, that, fickening for the 
d^ child oi my love, I can no longer deny myfelf 
t^p gr,atification of her fociety. Prefent my complfc' 
mpnts to. Mifs Amelia, who, I truft, we fhftll foon fee 
at our village ; and think of me at all times as your 
truly affeftionate and tender mother. 

Mary Vigillius. 
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Low ihould they bend at fovereign Wifdom*8 throne, * 

Who are ambitious of that fair renown, 

Which wreathes with honour the parental brow. 

And wings with fervour cviery Gender vovt, 

IT will not be doubted but the urgency of my af- 
fairs, very foon made my New-Haven expedition 
a matter of neceflity ; nor will it, I prefume, be re- 
garded as problematical, that Mifs Melworth, with 
duteous acquiefcence, became the companion of my 
return. But alas ! that cheerfulnefs, which had fo long 
prefided in her bofom, had taken its flight ; and though 
joy gladdened in her countenance at the entrance of 
our village, and at the appearance of our habitation j 
though ffie feemedr while clafped in the arms of Mary, 
to be loR. in extacy— yet, upon her lovely countenance 
the cloud again gathered ; her eye beamed a mclau-^ 
choly lan^or ; the rofe upon her check vifibly gave 
place to tne lily of her complexion, and we were V^ell 
jugh diflxa<fled by the gloomy forebodings which her 
altered figure originated in our ibuls. We had con- 
certed our plan, the ultimatum of wliich was her feli- 
city J and we were determined, if we could not bend 
her to our wifhes, to follow her through all the vicifli- 
tudes her unfortunate preference might involve, with 
every alleviation which we could furnifh. We con- 
tei»plated the yielding her to the youth we loved, 
w^ith her full and deliberate choice. Nothing flicrt of 
this would fatisfy our affe<ftion, or reftore to us the en- 
tire poffeffion of that peace, which the late event had 
invaded ; yet we abhorred, conflraint, and we regard- 
ed perfuafion, confidering the tender and conceding 
jnildnefs of that heart v hich was almofl in our hands, 
as no better than a fpecicus kind of tyranny. But be- 
ing infidels in regard to the doi5trine which extends 
the empire of genuine love^ in any virtuous bofojny beyond 

the 
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the exlftence or agency of ^fteem^ we doubted" not, if we 
could eraie from the breaft of our orphan, thofe hi^ 
ideas flie had conceived of the merit of her lover, the 
belle paffton would very fpeedily evaporate. Our biifr- 
neis then being to convince the judgment, while we 
ailured ourielves, if this was poflible, the coniequences 
we wifhed would inevitably fdUow, againit.a confi- 
dence which we conceived fo highly mifplaced, the 
whole force of our artillery was, of courfc, levelled,. 
Having^ however, for great a flake, it became us to de- 
liberate much, to be very, cautious in our movements ; 
a precipitate ftep might ruin our meafures, and it was- 
our aiia to be guarded at all points. Courtland very 
foon made his appearance in our village, we extended 
to hiitt the rights of hofpitality ; and, as an admirer of^ 
Mift Melworth's, we gave him every decent opportu- 
nity of advocating his caufe. To this mode of proce- 
dure we wei'e impelled by the following confiderations :. 
Should we refufe, to this pretender, that uniform civil- 
ity, with which we have diftinguifhed every ftrangery 
the wound thereby given to the feelings of Margaretta,. 
might very poffibly add to the ftrength of her attach- 
ment ; and the idea of his fufFerine upon her account,-. 
interefting her gratitude,- would ftill more have en- 
deared him to her 5 while, in the inmoft recefles of her- 
foul, accufing us of injuftice, Ihe would fyllogiftically 
have concluded, tliat error in one particular involved 
a poffibility of miftake in another. And it would, in 
tnith, have been in a very high dcgi-ce abfurd, to have 
denied his claim to common attentions, merely becaufe • 
he had eyes for the charms of a perfon, whom our- 
partiality induced us to think, had merit fufficient to- 
captivate every beholder. In this arrangement we 
alfo made ourfelves witnelTes of every movement, pre- 
cluding all neceffity for, and poffibility of, clandeftinc 
views ; and we conceived, befides, that as Mifs Mel- 
worth poflefled a penetration far beyond her years, 
frequent interviews with Simjienu Courtland would in- 
fallibly develope to her underftanding his true charac-- 
tcr, effedbually deflroying that mafk under which he- 
had 
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had contmned to betray the uhwarj ; and we well 
knew, that could Jhe kerfelf make the difcovery we 
vrifhed, fuch an event would operate more propitioufly 
than any information, however important, which might 
be handed her from any other quarter. Perhaps it 
msiy be matter of furprife, that being- myielf in poiTef- 
fibA of fuch material documents, I did not come to 
an immediate e^lanation, thus adjulling the bufinefs 
agreeably to my own defignation. But though, as I 
apprehend, the preceding remark anticipates this ob- 
fetvation, I have yet to fay, I was aware of the fub- 
terfb^es to which bad men often have recourfe : Had 
I declared my knowledge of what I termed Court- 
kmd'^ enormities, it woxild have been eafy for him to 
have avaUed himfelf of the plea of youth and inexpe- 
rience, of a change of fyilem, reformation, prefent 
rflgulaFky, (Sec. &e. and, for his poverty, it was an 
o%^€iwti which the ardour of young affc<5lion would 
net only find a laudable geTierofity in palliating, but it 
w^uld, with glowing zeal, aifay to ^i^^ againil fo 
merctnary and unmsorthy a cojmfidcnition, the moft vir- 
tiK>us propenfities of the foul. I knew that to erafe 
impreffions, made upon the youthful .bofom, violent 
eiforts muft generally be inadequate ; that they would 
much more trequently lacerate, than obliterate ; and I 
was not willing to leave in the bofom of Margaretta 
the finalleft icar. I had not forgotten the integrity 
and the ingenuity which chara^erizes the morning of 
Hfe ; and I remembered alfo, that the enthufiafm of 
an early love, is fruitful in its vindications of the ob» 
jedt of its preference ; and that it is ready to accufe 
every obje^r as preju<hced and unjuiL Taking the 
matter up in this view, we thought bcH to await fome 
fortunate crifis, holding xhe. unqnejihnable fads of which 
we were poffefTed, relative to Conrtland, as our dernier 
refource. 

Mean time, we defcended not to difguifes : Upon 
the application of tliat gentleman, we informed him 
of our prior engagement to young Hamilton's father ; 
of our wifhes for the fuccefs of the projeded unioa ; 

H 2 of 
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of our determination to take every proper ftep, whick 
we fhould deem likely to propitiate the mind of Mar- 
garetta, refpeding an event which, we regarded in fo^ 
eligible a view ; and we grounded our objections . to-, 
him on the difparity of years, the Ihort date of his ac- 
quaintance with Mifs Melworth, and the. diftaiice ofi 
his refidence ; neverthelefs, we added, that if we had> 
the power, even of natural parents, over the final de-^ 
ciiion of that young lady, we Ihould not hold ourfelves . 
authorized to dire(a her any further thanreafon-point- 
ed ; and that we left, him at full liberty to profecute- 
his fuit with what advantage he might, only promiA . 
ing, that we Ihould. not confent to dilpofe of Mife 
Melworth, even, to Hamilton himfelf, until fhe had com- 
pletely rouitded her nineteenth year. Courtland, up-- 
on this affurance, reddened exceffively ; he had hoped, 
his hapf'mefs might have hejsn much fooner ace^deratedf and 
fonie very preffing circurnftancesn relative, to. him, de^ianded^ 
a veryt early eftablijhment. Our determination uj)Qit this., 
head continued, however, unalterable; while our ef-, 
poufing, as we apparently did, the interefts of Hamil-, 
ton> oceafioned in the bofom of our daughter fuch a.> 
ftruggle between inclination and duty, as ftill looked: 
with a very ferious. and unfriendly alpeft upon her 
health. Upon our grand fubjedl, both- Mary and my- 
felf held with her many conversations, which, I am? 
vain enough to imagine, might be ufeful to young - 
perfons thus circumftanced, and which, did not the 
limits prefcribed. to a writer for the Magazine, fet^ 
bounds to my encroachments, {hould moft certainly- 
be recounted ; but ihould they be demanded, as they 
were immediately committed to paper, future Glean-. 
ers fhall certainly record them. One fentiment, how- 
ever, which dropped from the mouth of Mary, which. 
I accidentally overheard, and which was, perfeftly new 
to me, I cannot excufe myfelf from giving. She was, 
one fine afternoon, while feated with Margaretta in, 
the .arbour to which they were both.fo ipuch attached,^, 
endeavouring, in a manner peculiar to herfelf, to footb 
the feelings of her daughter 5. thus encouraging her tc^. 
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lay open her whole foul, that fte might, from fuch 
confidence, the better judge of the nature of the rem- 
edy fhe was to apply ; when Mifs Mel worth, fenfibly 
reletting that fhe was fo unfortunately fituated, as ta 
feel a difpoiition to adt contrary to the wifhes of her 
beft friends ; by turns lamenting and accufing the 
treachery of a heart which had thus betrayed her, 
concluded a very tender harangue, by a declaration, 
that though. Hamilton was every thing amiable, yet- 
fhe' was certain (he could never fed. for him that pref- - 
crence which fhe did for Courtland ; fhe could ,neyer^ 
regard him in any other view than that of a, brothen . 
**-WiJl you, my fweet girl," replied Mary, " re-conjider 
this affirmation ? you are fondof reafoning,you know ;j 
aad trufl me, my dear, when I affure you, that an at- 
tachment which embracetlt not reafon as its auxiliary, 
is not worth cherifkingi You own that Hamilton is 
CTery thing amiable ; but you can only love him as a 
brother !• you pretend- not to point out a fingle vir- 
tue, a fingle aecomplifhment, a fingle, grace, in which* 
Courtland' ©an claim a. fuperiority over Hamilton \ 
yet? yout can only love Hamilton as a brother, while 
you love Courtland as— a* what, my dear ?- Will 
youj Margaretta^ pleafe to point out the diftin<5lion^ 
between- thofe attachmenfcs which you feel for the one 
and the other \ You blufli, my love ;. let me kifs off 
that confcious tear-^Say, my charming reafoner, wouldi 
thefe over nice diflinftions, for which you cannot find 
a name, ever have found entrance into the bofdm of a 
virtuous girl, weie it not for that falfe tafte which is^ 
fojrmed by novel reading \ What is this fomething 
which you feel for Courtland, and which you cannot 
feel for Hamilton ? Certainly it is, at befl, but the 
fever of the imagination, the delirium of fancy ; and 
every experienced votary of this ignis fatuusy if under 
the dire(5i:ion of truth, will tell you, that the duration 
of the paroxifm is extremely fhort, that the fober and' 
healthy age of reafon awaits, when- love and friendlhip. 
wear the fame face, when only folid advantages can^ 
pleafe ; and, they will add, that no well informed per^ 

fon 
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fon would fkcrifice to the lEufion of a haoment, tlic 
happtneik of a life. Did you never, my dear> refied^ 
itpoa the connexions which muft have been form^ by 
the immediate defcendants of the pair who were cre- 
ated in Paradife ? brothers then interchanged the nup.- 
tial vow with fiflers ; they were unacquainted with the 
refinements of modem times ; the virtues which en- 
deared the brother, rendered the huiband amiable ; and 
we have no authority for fuppofmg, that their matri* 
monial- felicity was more circumfcribed than that o€ 
their pofterity. It is true, that the multiplication of 
oyr fpecies have rendered other regulations, relative ta 
the marriage contra(3:, or t^c parties contracting,, both 
neceflary and proper ; and it is iMidoubtedly true, that 
an obfervation of thefe regulations, is religioufly oblir 
gatory ; but yet, in my opinion, the abfurdity of koki«> 
ing a charaiiSrer in great eftimation, and highly accom- 
pliihed, as a brother* which we fliould at the fame 
time regard with reluaance as a conju^l companion, 
is ftill palpable ; and I muil repeat, that the preva- 
lency of fuch romantic ideas can originate only in the. 
regions of fancy." Thus far my honeft woman. But: 
Margaretta, in a letter to Mifs Worthington, Vrhich 
lately came under my obfervation, hath heft d^fcribed 
her own fenfations ; I fubjoih it therefore, verbatrritf 
as it flowed from as fufceptible and upright a hjeart, as. 
ever beat in the bofom of humanity. 

Mifs Melwo&th to Mifs Worthington, 

Village of — , June 30th, 178^* 

I AM, my dear Mifs Worthington, highly pleafed,, 
that my account of my reception in — 1 had almoft 
faid, my native village — ^hath been produAive to you, of 
even a momentary fatisfacftion ; and I do aiiure you that 
I am not a little elated, when I am told, your honoured 
mother pronounces my defcription replete with fome o£ 
the rnoft beautiful traits of nature : I know, tlrat to her 
partiality and candour, I ought to impute much ; but, 
by the commendation of fo refpedable a judge, I am; 
neverthelefs exhilarated, and I am almoft induced to 

think 



No. IXO The GLEAT^ER. 95 

think it allowable, to plume myfelf upon an award fo 
honorary. You will pleafe to offer to the dear lady 
my acknowledgments, accompanied: by mj mod refc 
peiafiil regards. 

You afk me if I Have recovered my tranquillity ; 
alas, no ! and I. fear, my Amelia, tliat peace hath Red 
fbrevcr from my bofom. Mr. Courtland, as you fup* 
poie, is here ; would I had' never feen him — I might 
then have been happy. Edward Hamilton — the bloom 
hath forfaken his cheeks — ^the luftrc of his fine eyes ii 
no more — ^I never faw fo total a change in a youth, 
who but lately might have- figured as tne peribnifica- 
tion of health, enlivened and informed by the moft 
endearing vivacity r Would I had never feen Court- 
land — I might then have been happy. Wlien Edward 
Hamilton- fiiffers, 1 feel that I cannot ftand by regard- 
lefs ; I follow him with the affeftion of a filler ; but 
of late, he ftudioufly fhuns my advances : It was but 
yeilerdayj that with trembling eagemefs, he grafped 
jny hand ? fomething he was about to fay ; but, as if 
rccoUedting himfelf, inftantly, like the fpedlre of a 
dream, he fled away. Am I not juflificd in faying^ 
that if I had never feea Courtland, I might then have- 
been happy ? Serafina too, Ts often drowned in tears. 
Serafina is the filler of my heart. Why wiU llie not 
exchange her vows with Edward ? how rich Ihould V 
tfien be, with fueh a brother — ^Tuch a filler. You afk- 
if Mr. Courtland is an approved lover — ^alas, no !— 
alas, yes ! — ^You will be at no lofs to explain this feem* 
ing paradox. I fometiYnes fufpeft that my guardiaa 
friends mud be in pofleflion of fome fecret, relative to- 
Mr. Courtland, which they have not yet- unfolded ;• 
for furcly they could not be fo ftrongly oppofed, on^ 
account of inequality of years. The engagement en- 
tered into with old Mr. Hamilton was conditional ^ 
and you know, my dear, that though I am — though 
I ivasf I Ihould fay, cheerful, k never could be faid 
that I was gay ; and I think I could accommodate my- 
felf to the graved humour : But my parents, you will 
fay, arc the bcft judges 5 aad you, Mifs Worthington,. 

are 
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9XQ 1 good girl, while t| methinks, am bgcome a? 
faulty, a very; fiiultf creature. My mother — but my 
mother is an angel— -I do afTure you„ my dear, that I 

/<» not feldom feel a degree ©f awe, while contemplating 
the charader of fo divine a woman, which abfolutely 
deters me from arrogating to myfelf the title, with 
which her condefcending indulgence hath invefled me. 
This fuperior woman, you will recollect, aflured me 
that I Ihould never be the wife of Hamilton, except 
both: my judgment, and my beft affedtions were con* 
fenting ; exacStly with this declaration, doth every ar- 
rangement correfpond ; and, while neither fhe nor 
my father produce a fmgle argument in favour of the 
man of their ele<5lion, which reafon doth not fully au» 

><- thorize, they unitedly and repeatedly engage, that 
however I may ultimately determijie, they will nev.. 
er ceaft to be my parental friends. Tell me, my dear, 
what returns doth fuch matchlefs generofity merit ? 
Attd.help me to difcharge asl oitght, with becoming 
<teeency, a daughter's part. Unexampled indeed is 
%keir confideration for me ; and ftill the more to en- 
bance their goodnefs, and ally it to perfedion, .they 
aflay to wear a tranquillity "vdiich is foreign from their 
hearts ; for alas 1 do I not hourly obfervc the aiixiou^ 
folicitude but too vifibly pourtrayed in the manly fea*^ 
ture5 of my father— often liave I wiped the tear from 
the fwoln eye of my mother — often have I witnefTed 
the chagrin which they have mutually and involun- 
t^ily manifelled at any difcovery which I have un* 
Vrarily made of my attachment to Courtland ; and I 
have but too well marked the joy of their brightened 
qoumena«ce5i at the fmallefl inftance of my tendemefs 
for Edward, What right do I poffefs thus to ftab the 
bo&m^ which have fo long foftered me ? Better I had 
' l^een whdmed beneath thofe waves which gave death 
tp him from whom I derived my exiftence, than thus 
to become the fource of corroding z^nxiety, to charadbers 
fo exalted. Every peniive look of theirs pierces me to 
the fotd } and I feem to move an evil genius, doomed 
tp chace peace from their revered bofoms. Amelia, 

I could 
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I could not be other than miferable, even poflefTed of 
the man of my heart, if I thus iirrplanted in the pillow 
of my guardian friendsj^ the rankling thorn of difap* 
pointment. 

Forgive, my dear, this incoherent letter ; it is expreC 
five ofmy feelings ; the preiTure upon n>y ^irits is ex- 
treme ; my fituation is truly mekmdxoly ; it is pre- 
"Cifcly that which I would wilh to avoid. Could I 
unite my hopes and wifhes with the expedtations of 
thofe who have a right to my utmoft obedience, how 
unviable would be my lot I You demand a Ion?, a very 
long letter ; but what can I write which wifl not be 
calculated to caft a cloud over the charming vivacity 
•^of -my lively firiend. Yet you would acquaint yourfelf 
w^ith every movement trf my foul 1 well then, as you 
^lave exprefled a predileiftion fbr my Kttle poetical 
attempts, I mil tranfcribc fbr you fome lines which I 
lad night haftily penned, after I had retired from my 
parents, enriched with tlieir afFe<5lionate and joint ben- 
ediiflion ; they delineate my wilhes ; they delineate 
my feelmgs, and tliey are the fervid breathings of a 
much agitated, and deeply w^ounded fpirit. 

INVOCATION TO DUTY. 

JLow, (acred duty, at thy thrioe. 

Behold thy fuppfiant bend, 
AU confcious of thy right divine, 

To -thee my vow« a&:ciKi. 

With pity bland regard a maid, 

To foft obedience form*d; 
Who, though by tenderneft bctray*d, 

h ftyi by virttie warm'd; 

Coddffs all radiant, en(bicld 

This fond, thij treachcrouf heart 5 

The arms of bright difcrction vricjd^ 
And all thy powers impart. 

Theft wayward paffions-— oh rtclaim^ 

£ach dear iUii(i«)n hide ; 
GiFQ ipe a faultlei« virgin's fame, 

Bieft prudence for my .guide. 

By thv juffc influence arrefl: 
£ach wandering wifli of mine; 
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Bind all thy di<5bit«s to my bread. 
And every hope cotwinc. 

Of Lethe'i v^ten let me drink, 

Forgetful of the paft; 
Jlly errors in oblivion (ink, 

The veil of candor caft 

Give inclination to ^•ccede, 

Each rifing thought ehaftize^ 
Let naught my righteous fteps impedfe, 

The tranquil joys I prize. 

Give acquicfccncc to my grafp, 

A mild conceding mind; 
•Give me bright fortitude to dafp. 

To all my fate rcfign'd. 

Give me no mote their brtafts to woua^» 

My orphan life who guard ; 
-Let me tiot be that ingrate found, 

Who angels thus reward. 

My God ! thofe tears in that mild cy^-^ 

My dear mat«mal friend ; 
That anxious brow — ^paternal figh !— 

Where will my forrows end ? . 

For ftill I ftruggle— ftill complain, 

But, fovercign Duty, hear, 
My righteous purpofes fudain. 

And make my fteps thy care. 

Adieu, my dear Amelia — that yoii may ftill be 
liappy» h, and will continue to be, the very fihcere wiih 
of your 

Margahetta Melwortr. 
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Yet preffitig onward, with the goal in view, 
More ardent ftill our hopes and wiilies grew. 

THUS, for a confiderable time, matters remained 
ftationary as it were, in my family. Courtland 
continued his purfuit. In the bofom of Margaretta^ 
the confli^ between duty and inclination was unyield- 
iJiglj fcrere i and Hamilton, with a noble confiftency, 

perfevercd 
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•perfevered in declining a comp^etition, wbich he deem- 
ed unworthy tliat rational, difinterefted and fervent 
attachment, which every faculty of his foul had longj 
acknowledged for Mifs Melworth. 

Courtland, evidently extilting in his fuccefs, felici- 
tated himfelf upon his opening profpeds ; and calculat- 
ing Upon tlie tendernefs of Margaretta, he became con- 
fident it would be in his 'power to obtain a much ear- 
lier day, than the very diftant era which we had fo 
.peremptorily named. 

We were thus circumftanced, when the following 
little poem that made its appearance in the Gazette, 
however inconfiderable it may in faft be, from the 
important confequences by which it was attended, mer- 
'its a place in my narration, 

AS on the fliorn bank I delightedly n.ray*d, 
Admiring the meadows, the woods, and the glade, 
A nymph whofe attendance enlivened the fcene, 
In airy meanders tript over the green ; 
And thus, as die rambled, flie carelefsly faid— 
Come, depidt, if you can, your favourite maid* 

My favourite maid, ail enraptur'd I cry'd, 
iMy favourite maid, of her fex is the pride ; 
The (landard of elegance, formed to pleafe. 
Her movements the portrait of dignified cafe ; 
"While each brightening charm which floats on her mien. 
Announced her bofom as virtue ferene* 

Her treflcs nof borroru'dj fo neatly entwin'd. 
Proclaim the good tafte which fo well hath defign'd ; 
And her dark auburn locks as fo glofly they flow, 
Contrail as they wave the fmooth forehead of fnow ; 
Wliile her foft, mildly beaming, fky tindhir'd eye, 
Evinceth bland pity, and fweet fympathy. 

The rofe and the lily are blended in vain, 
Her fway to extend, or her triumphs maintain^ 
For though on her face as they dazzlingly glow. 
The poIiHi of beauty's own hand they bcftow ; 
Yet rivalled by graces which dwell in her mind, 
To mental inthralment my heart is reflgn'd. 

She knows to diftinguifh — (lie knows to refle(5l:, 
What meaTures are proper, and how to diredt ; 

Her 
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;Hcr manners corredt, by fair decency form*d, 
To complacency fwect, by tcndcrnefs warm*d, 
Inmlnglcs true dignity, chafte and refin'd, 
With foft condefcenuon, for foothing defign*d. 

And thus gem'd by lovelinefs— thus gcm*d by worth. 
The virgin of innocence, beauty and truth ; 
That fwain will be happy, to whofe faitliful heart, 
I'he gods fliall a gift <of I'uch value impart ; 
For amity lives in a bofom fo fair. 
And love will ameliorate when planted there. 

From floods of old ocean the nymph was receiv*d. 
Prom white clifted Albion the an^l deriv*d. 

Hold, hold, *tis enough, my fair prompter exclaimed 4 
This hint is fcperfluous ; each trait you have nam*d 
Belongs to your Melworth— your Melworth alone, 
No maiden fo perfe<^ our circles have known ; 
E'en as you delineate, the ohjetSt expands. 
And fweet Margaretta confpicuous (lands. 

Thefc lines, by accelerating our movements, fbon 
put our ajffairs m a train, giving us at leaft a perfpec- 
tive glance of the completion ofour plans. The light- 
ed match is foon in a flame, and the Imalleft fparl^ will 
enkindle it ; but I will lead to the cataftrophe in courfe. 
The lines, as I faid, made their appearance m the Ga- 
zette; they had no fignature, and who the writer was, 
we could not even conjedbure. Hamilton, upon pre- 
tence of bufmefs, had abfented himfelf frcrni our village 
for more than two week? ; and^jelides, though we knew 
that when a boy he had indulged an itch for fcribbling 
in rhyme, yet we conceived that his ripening years 
had induced him to relinquifJi every intrigue with 
damfels y'cleped t^ie mufes, whofe favours are fb hard- 
ly earned, and who fo feldom inveft their votaries 
with that portion of fuccefs, which is in^ny fort ade- 
quate, as a compeniktion for the unwearied diligence 
requifite in the puriiiir. 

fVf, however, were not greatly concerned about it ; 
and Margaretta was too much accuftomed to praife 
to be highly elated by, or interefted in the matter. 
But the amiable qualities of my girl, (the cxtenlive 
charity of whofe willies encircled even thofe fuffcrcrs 
'whom her powers of alleviatiou "could iK)t reach) her 

well 
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■well known benevolence, her condefcending aflFability 
to her inferiors, her complacently dignified deportment 
to her equals, and her veneration for all thofe whom 
years had rendered her fuperiors — ^had fo well eftab- 
Efhed her in the hearts of our connexions, as to render 
her an objeft generally beloved ; and, indeed, the pro- 
priety and equality of her condudt had been fuch, as 
to produce a folecifm to the adage, which creates envy 
as the fhadow of merit ; nor did v/e know that the paf- 
fion of malevolence was in exercife toward her. It 
was foon noifed abroad that Margaretta had been eu- 
logized in the news-paper, and it turnillied a topic for 
thoie circles in which fhe moved ; her partial favourers 
found beauties in the piece, which perhaps a critic 
would have been far from allowing it. They made it 
their bufmefs to find out the Author ; they applied 
themfelves with much avidity to the purfuit ; and they 
determined, if they ftiould be fo fortunate as to fuc- 
ceed, to hail him as the prince of poets. 

We had, among the number of our vifitors, an old 
lady by the name of Clacket, who was alfo much at- 
tached to Mifs Melworth, and whofe curiofity was upon 
this occaiion raifcd to the higheft pitch. She roundly 
taxed Courtland with being the author of the poem ; 
and the embarrafiment which be difcovered, abun- 
dantly juftified her fiifpicions. 

The piece had, as I hinted, its admirers ; and Court- 
land either faw, or thought he faw, an advantage in 
adopting this fugitive relation of the Pamafiian laifes : 
He managed the matter with fome adroitnefs ; his fer- 
vant was authorized to whifper, as a profound fecrct 
10 lady Glacket's maid, that- his mafter had in truth 
compofed the favourite lines, which had originated fo 
much fpeculation ; and fhe reporting it in confidence 
to her lady, it was in a few days entrufted to the taci- 
tomity of the whole neighbourhood. Courtland was 
repeatedly complimented upon his poetical abilities, 
and he helitated not to wear the bays. 

It happened about this time that Courtland made 
anfc. o£ a large circle which were collected round our 

focial 
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fecial board, when the B^re mentioned lady intro- 
duced the fubjedb of the poem, and proceeded with all- 
the loquacity of talkative volubility^ to pronounce a 
panegyric upon our gentlenaan, as die author. The 
poet bowed, blufhed, and looked 'filly. Margaretta, 
was evidently pleafed ; wh^ile I, regarding the whole 
affair, as another much ado about nothings ihould have 
pafled it without further obfervation, had! not acci- 
dentally glanced the face of Serafina, who was alfo of 
our? party, and whofe . countenance, jn . the courfe of a 
few moments, exprclFed the moft lively fenfations. Her 
heightened compl^ixion during the^converfation, now 
changing to the cleareft white, and now afluming the 
deepeft colouring with which the mod' impaflioned 
feelings could tinge it. I marked Serafina, but I mark- 
ed her in filence ; for, from thefe fuipicious appear- 
ances, I was induced to fear that the fpccious manners . 
of our gallant, had made alfo upon the youthful mind • 
of this young lady, an iftipreflibn which would be«with 
difficulty eradicated*! But I was not fuffered to remain, 
long under this deception ; our company fooa feparat- 
ed, and only Courtland, Margaretta, Serafina, Mary- 
and myfelf, remained. The chagrin upon the" face of 
Serafina was fliU'vifible, when, flanding up with much 
dignity in her Jnanner, fhe inflantly. accounted for thfe 
appearance, by which I had been mifled. 

Addreffing Mr. Courtland, (he thus eXprefled herfelf ; 
**I am. Sir, the fi-iend of Edward Hamilton ^ we have, 
been educated together, almoft from, the firfi moment 
of our exiHence, and every fecret of'^his foul i^ repofed: 
in my bofom. I am not lure that he would- approve; 
of what I am about to fay ; nay, feeling my mind at 
this prefent in a great meafure governed by indigna- 
tion, I am not myfelf pofitive, that i am^quite right ;; 
however, like all angry folks I am hunied on by an^ 
impetuofity which I fil^d altogether irrefiftable. Is it 
not enough. Sir, that you have fupplanted that unhaj^y 
young man in his deareft hopes ? Is it not, enough that 
you have ftepped between him and that hoard of feli-- 
city which he fondly fexicied, was treafured up for him ?' 

hpt 
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but muft 70U alfo poorly fieal that pittance of fame, 
^which juftice referved for him ? You know, Sir, that 
you never wrote the piece for which you have been 
(a^ntented ta receive the praifes of fo many admirers. I 
have at this moment the original lines upon Mifs Mel- 
worth, which were written by Edward, in my pocket- 
book ; they were, penned upon yonder verdant bank, 
during Mifs Melworth's continuance . at New-Haven, 
while I was prattling by his fide* It is true he im- 
agines the^r are deftroyed ; he requefted that I would 
deftroy them ; but I have imprudently and unkindly 
given a copy of them to Mifs, Predy,. and thus they 
have found their way to the prefs.** 

What would I have then given for the pencil of a. 
Hogarth, that I might have fketched the group 
which my parlour at mat inftant exhibited. Need I 
tell thee, reader, that I am not even a defcendant of 
Hogarth's ? I trow not ; but I add, by way of inform- 
ation, that having a mortal averfion to daubing, it is 
therefore that I pafs haftily over every expreffive fea- 
ture, which was then replete with the deepefi meaning, . 
and only obferve, that Courtland, almoft immediately 
recovering hiinfelf, fuddenly feized the outftretched^ 
hand of Mifs Clifford, and ptefling it with much ad- 
drefs to his lipjs, burft into an immoderate fit of laugh- 
ter, affeding great furprife, that flie took the matter 
fo feriou(Iy-, and declaring that he meant nothing more 
than a jeft, and merely to amufe himfelf with the fim- 
pklicity and credulity of lady Clacket. 

For my own part, my aTlonilhmemt at the impu- 
dence of the fellow, abfolutely ftruck me dumb ; and I . 
fuffered him to give his adventure what turn he pleai^ 
ed, without even the capability of interrupting him ! I. 
faw, however, by the altered looks of Margaretta ; by 
a degree of difgufi: which pervaded her hpe counte- 
nance, and the pointed reprehenfion which fhe darted 
from her charmingly exprefllve eyes ; from all thefe 
anfpicious indications, I gathered, that the full time 
for executing my fcheme, was at length arrived, and » 
^ that the mine being thus accidentally and advanta^ - 

■ I 2 geoufly. 
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geoufly fprung, it became me to contiime my opera- 
lions with all poffible expedition. 

€^otirtland, therefore, .had no fooner taken his leave 
for the evening, than without takitig the lead notice of7 
the rhymes, or their effed, I observed to ray daughter— 
that having long noted with much concern her wafting 
frame, and impaired, couftitution, I yas at laft come 
to the refolutioa of bending myfelf entirely to her.- 
wilhes; that upon the next morning's viflt which we- 
lliould receive from her lover, I would lead him imme- 
diately to my library— that pofltbly I might have mif-. 
takert his charader, but that I would then enter into a 
converfation with him, of a nature fo ferious, as fully 
to afci^rtain our man — ^that I would requeft her, accom- . 
panied by her mother, to feat herfelf in the adjoining, 
apartment, where they might be car witneffes of our 
difcourle — and that if, after the inveftigation to which . 
I ftould oblige Mr. Courtland to fubmit, he ihould ftiil: 
continue the obje(fl of a choice, which would then bc: 
fo deliberate, I would myfelf lead herto the altar, at 
any hour which fee Ihould judge moft proper ; and», 
furthermore, that I promifed on behalf of Mary, as . 
V^ell as in my own name, that we would contiiiue- 
through life, itt every event, to partake her felicity, and: 
to ' gild, for her, to the utmoil: of our. ability, . every 
misfortune which might await her. 

Margaretta trembled exceffively ; her cemple^ioii. 
iu)w reddfened to the deepell dye, and now changedv 
to. the moft deadly prJU ! we vrere fearful that fhe.- 
would faint. Mary addrefTeA her in the moft foothingv 
language; this had the defired efFed ; and, burfting 
into tears, fhe raifed her clafped hands, ^ while a kind; 
of agonized expreffipa was depidured upon her cotob: 
tenance, and, ere we were acware, with a fudden-and 
tremulous emotion, quitting her featj fhe funk down, 
»pon her knees before us. ♦* Oh Sir, oh Madam !" in. 
a broken voice ihf exclaimed, " fpare your child, (pare 
me this trial ; your condefcenfion is fufficiently maiti^. 
fefted ; never more do I wilh to behold the man wkoc 
Jhatb this evening paffedyour doo^s.; I am convi^lced^ 
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that he Is poorly mean, that he is capable of the moft 
deliberate bafenefs ; and never (hall my foul bind itfelf 
iti alliance with an unworthy pretender, who can thus 
pitifully ftoop to purloin the fame, Vith which un- 
4oubted merit had invefted his fuperior." 

** Nay, my love," rejoined Mary, "you are now again 
too precipitate ; woula you dlfcard the man of your 
heart, merely becaufe he is ambitious of adorning hittv- 
feU* with the poet's laurel ? befides, th'efe tears, thefe 
looks of anguifti, thefe broken accents, and heart-affedt- - 
itig fij^s ; thefe all betray a mind not fufficicntly at 
6afe,to make up a determination fo important ; ftould 
you thus haftily proceed, you miy poffibly repent at 
Ibifiire* Come to my arms, my daughter— ^let me 
prcfs-this throbbing heart to the bofom of friendlhip ; 
fet us take time, mf love ; your father, whofe wifdom 
not feldom leads him through the labyrinth of the 
ittunan heart,, fhall profecute his plan, while we, fum- 
xUDXiifig the aid of mildrefignatioii, abide, with patient 
acquielcence, the event." 

Thus, then, we adjufted our meafiires j and the 
TCtuming fun, according to cuftom, prefenting Mr. 
Comtiand,' ufhered. in- an hour which I regarded 
^unong the moft important of my life. My unalterable 
ititention was to conftitute Mifs Melworth fole heirefs . 
of every (hilling which 1 poffeiTed; yet, regarding our 
i|iark» i« pecuniary matters* as ar.other Zehtcoy I con- 
ceived xnyfelfijuftified in praftifing a Httle addrefs, in 
order to the.unmafting an impoftor, who, by med> 
ods fo unwarrantable, had, obtained fuch hold of the ; 
aflFeftions-of my daughter.. 

Behold me- dien, gentle reader j with thefe; imprei^ 
fions^ feated.iii my library, and.Courtland, with ««- 
blujhtng efftontery^i lolling upon a fofa before me ;; 
liften, alfo, while with a folemn, but: compofed coun- 
tenance, and, in a. refolute and peremptory tone, of; 
iBOice, I thus deliver myfelf. 

** I have requefted. this interview, Sir, in order to^v 
obtain your ear apon a very important fubjedl. I ob- 
fcrrjB that ^^our gr^enfions to Mifs Melworth, notwith- 

ftanding 
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ftanding your knowledge of our predileftion for Mr. 
Hamilton, are dill continued ; and I repeat, that no 
parental friends, ought unduly to influence in an affiwr,. 
which cannot fo deeply intereft them, as theindividuals 
who are principally concerned ; we confent, therefore, 
fuppofing Mifs Melworth's preference fbould remain,, 
to yield you her hand, and we aflure you that her 
matrimonial, choice fh^l, in no fort, influence her for- 
tunes." Here Courtland bowed exultingly, and I 
proceeded to fay — ?* But, Sir, it is juft, that upon this 
occafion, I add, that, a& Mifs Melworth is not in fad,. 
0Ur dau^ter, fhe is not by nature entitled to our 
inheritance. My heart, Sir, my paternal hearty ac- 
knowledges for that young lady the ftrongeft affedion: ; 
hut family claims are refpe<5table, and the pride of re» 
lationfhip is feldom wholly eradicated from the bofom,. 
There is now living in a certain metropolis upon, this ^ 
continent, a . diftant relation, of. mine, who bears my 
name j it is true he is rich, but his family is large, and 
as I am fond, I confefs, of efi:abH£hing my name, the 
world, in general, will not condemn me, fhould I de- 
vife the greater part of my real eflate to this my kinf- 
man ; while prudence diredls me to iecure to Marga- 
retta and her pofterity, whatever part of my po/feA 
flons I fhall judge proper to endow her with ; and I 
am pofitive that Mifs Melworth will not accufe me of' 
want of affe^iOA for her, whatever, arrangements.! 
may be induced to make.'.' 

Laflay not .to defcribe the agitated alferations, which : 
the. countenance of.Couxtland underwent, during the* 
latter part of my harangue ; angpr, diiappointment, , 
and the deepeft. chagrin^ were marked there; "when, 
ftarting from his feat, with an indignaticm hut ill con- 
cealed, he- expreilfid himfelf to the following cffedl: 
** I was informed,: Sir, that you had no relation in er- 
"iilence ; I was informed that, Mifs Melworth would* 
** undoubtedly fucceed to. your efl:ates .; . and I was 
"moreover. inforn>ed, that you had <iefl;ined a .very 
** handfome fum, as a nuptial prefent, for the hufband^ 
•^-of.that young lady, upon the day of maniage ; i£I 

** am 
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** am deceived, Sir, though I arfore Mifs Melworth, yet 
** neither my fortune nor my family will admit of my 

union with a young lady> who, (excufe mcj Sir)' doth 

tiot feem to have any well grounded expedations, 

and who cannot claim a iingle perfon in the world, 
" as her natural relation." 

It was with difficulty that I flifled my r^fentment ;; 
but, affuming an air of calmnefs, I returned — " I am 
i^orant, Sir, who was your informant; but I am con- 
fident I have n«ver before expraihed myfelf upon this 
fubje^, to any one, and I am not anfwerable for the 
erroneous conjedhires of the bufy multitude :. But, Sir, 
you, in your turn, muft excnfc me, when I fay, that I 
fiiould imagine a perfon upon the eve of bankruptcy, 
if he really loved the woman whom he was fecking to- 
affiance to penury, would be happy to find her inveiledi 
with a &are of property, which, being independent of 
his iailure, would fct her above abfolute want." 

ITiis was enough ; it worked- him up to a degree 
of frenzy ; and> clenching his fift, with a menacing air,, 
fie approached my feat. 

♦• What, Sir, can you mean ? What do you mean- 
Mr. Vigiilius I i demand an explanation." 

•* Compofe yourfelf, Sir," I rejoined, " I am not to be 
kitimidated by th..ofe.big looks, or that air of haught^j 
defiance. Had you^ Mr. CourtWd, when you pre-, 
iented yourfelf in my family, as a candidate for the 
affection of my daughter, ingenuoufly favoured me. 
with a real flatement of your affairs, I would have 
\ifed my intereft to have adjufted tliem amicably with 
your creditors ; and had the attachment of Margaretta 
been permanent, while I regarded you as a worthy, 
though an unfortunate man, I fhould, notwithftanding 
xny conditional engagement with Mr. Hamilton, have 
viewed the matter with tolerable complacency ; but, 
when you pafs yourfelf upon us as a man in affluent 
circumftances, when you a(5t, in every inftance, the de-«. 
liberate deceiver, I fhould greatly grieve, did I not 
faiow that my daughter's eyes were already opened :. 
6he, even, at this mpment, regains her former tran- 
quillity. 
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qjiillity. You are noftranger to iije, Sir f your amours^ 
your Improvidence y the ruined JIate of your finances ^ &c. 
&c. I have this moment ktters in my pocket> from 
your principal creditors, and I could long ere this 
have apprized. Mifs Melworth, had I not judged it ex* 
pedient that fhe fhould make the difcovery for herfelf-— ^ 
fhe hath made it, and I am again a happy man.'* 

Courtland's cowardly foul now fhrunk from mj 
gaze ; but aiTuming, with his wonted fineiTe, the air of 
an injured man, as he darted from the library, and 
from the houfe, he faid, "It is welU^Sir, it is well that^ 
** your connexion with Mifs Melwortfi is your protec- 
" tion ; otherwife I ftiould not fail to call you to a very 
**^fevere account, fbr faHehoods and abfurdities, which 
•* the bofom of malevolence hath doubtlefs orignated.'* 

From the library, I immediately paffed to the ad- 
joining apartment. Margaretta hid her bluftiing face 
in the bofom o£ her mother j, and while. I prcfled tho£b 
beautiful females to my heart, I proteiled, by the ten- 
demefs which I bore them, that I was^.at that inilant>^ 
the happieft of human beings. 

Margaretta propofed a thoufand queftions in a- 
breath ; and, while IKe bleiTed the hour of. her emanci* 
pation, fhe begged to learn the refidence of the dear^ 
family I had mentioned, who, from their affinity to 
me, fhe gratefully faid, were already imaged, in her 
heart, and to whom fhe wifhcd fpeedilyto devote the 
page of tender acknowledgment, for the fhare they 
undefignedly had j in liberating a mind which had been 
fo unworthily enflaved. Tapping her cheek, I ex* 
prefFed my wonder that fhe too had been deceived ; 
for, my dear, I added, though there is adually, in the 
city of——, a gentleman of my name, circumftanced 
exa<Sly as I have ftated, yet I am not perfonally ac- 
cjuainted with him ; nor do I know that there is the 
remoteft confanguinity between us, in any other line, 
than as we are alike defcended from the honefl couple 
who had their refidence in Paradife. 

In fadt, not having, in my converfation with Court- 
landj^ abfolutely avowed an intention of alienating- 

finom 
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irom Margarctta any part of my eftate ; only fimply 
fuggefting the rationality and equity of fuch a pro*-* 
ccdure, and having iiilly accompliftied my defign, I 
-was not anxious to guard my fecret. 

Courtland, who ftiU continued in our neighbour- 
liood,was foon apprized of the ftratagem which I had 
fo fuccefsfiilly employed ; and fuch was the egregious 
vanity of the coxcomb, that he entertained no doubt 
of being able to reinftate himfelf in the bofom of 
Margaretta ; to which end, he addrefTed her by many 
expoftulatory letters ; imputing the part he had adled 
in the library, entirely to furprife, and difa vowing ev- 
ery tittle of what had been alleged againft him ; de- 
claring, that thofe calumnies had undoubtedly been 
fabricated by fome friends of Hamilton's, on purpofe 
to ruin him in his love ; and, that however fbe might 
determine, his inviolable attachment to her would 
never permit him to be other than the humbleft of her 
adorers. It was in vain Mifs Melworth aflured him, 
that his real fituation, his wiflies, or his purfuits, could 
affedb her in uo other way, than as fhe was a general 
well-wilher to her fpecies ; and that, having outlived 
the efteem flie once avowed for him, fhe muft beg 
leave to decline all correfpondence with him in future. 
No fooner were his letters returned unopened, than he 
perfi/led in befieging every door which fhe entered ; 
and, having once crofled t^e threfhold, his clamorous 
ppoteflations bore a ftronger refemblance to thofe of a 
madman, than to a rationally attached lover. Mifs 
Melworth, however, acquitted herfelf upon every of 
thefe occafions, with that cool and determined confift- 
ehcy, which was neceflary to the eftabliftiment of her 
character, which confirmed the general fentiment in 
her favour, and placed the whole affair in its true 
light. 

But many days elapfed, before my girl regained her 
wonted felf€omplacency. She often lamented the weak- 
udk which thus, fubjeding her to fo humiliating an 
attachment, had involved us alfo in the utmoft anx- 
iety I and not being able to forgive herfelf, for a time 

fhe 
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(he continued to deplore. But the good fenfe flie fo 
eminently pofTefTed, leading her at length to hnpute 
her error to inexperience, finally banimed every re- 
maining regret, and enabled her to pen a letter to 
Mifs Worthington, which I produce as a contraft to 
that which appeared in my laft "Gleanet. 

MifsMELWORTH to Mifs WoRTRlNGT01». 

Village of , July 31ft, 17 89. 

• NEWS, joyful news ! my beloved girl. Your Ma5> 
garetta is reftored to her fenfes, and Ihe is now the 
cheerfulleft, the mcft consented, and the happieft be- 
ing in the univerfe. Yes, thanks to the unworthineis 
of Courtland, my liberated heart is >at this moment 
lighter than a feather ; and I can now behold this 
once formidable man without the fmalleft perturbation^ 
fave what is excited by the recolledion of that imbe>- 
cility, which fo poorly fubje^ed me to an indifcretion 
which muft, as often as it is recurred to, fufiufe my 
cheek with the blufh of confcious error ! 'Hie ftory ol 
my emancipation is too long to relate in the Bttle mo- 
ment allowed me, for the poft is on the wing, and as 
my dear Amelia has given me reafon to flatter m3Ffelf 

I fhall foon fee her at 9 a bare iketch of this happy 

event fhall fuffice, while I vojuntarily engage to fill 
up the outlines during fome tete a tetcy which we will 
fweetly enjoy, in the woodbine alcove, you have fo 
often heard me mention. 

For fome time, being left by my matchleft parents 
wholly to the exercife of my own reafon, I had begun 
to difcover that Courtland was not the faultlefs be- 
ing which my imagination had almoft deified. He 
let flip no opportunity of piqueing Hamilton ; he 
feemed ungeneroufly to aim at • pointing the fliaft 
which fo apfparently wounded the bofom of my early 
friend ; and his triumphant exultation partook a degree 
of meannefs, at which I felt my bofom involuntarily 
reluft. Once or twice, too, I looked in upon fome 
poor neighbours of ours, who were ftruggfing with 
difeafe and penury^ in order, in my little way* to af- 
ford 
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lord theto whsft telief my angel bencfaftor had com- 
tnifiioned me to yield ; methought his foul was not 
formed for pity or for fympathy ; nb tear ftarted in 
his eye ; and i^le his comphufance induced him to 
acconq«my me in my walk, his features gathered a 
icvere and rigid kind of anfterity ; that gentle and 
«»gaging demeanor, for which we hare together ad- 
mired him, was no more ; his air was haughty and 
forbidding, and he deigned not to pour even the 6il 
■of {bcfthil^ words, into the lacerated bofom of for- 
row 1 Upon thefe occsUlons diigufl grew in my foul, 
and I was confcious that my attachment was gradu- 
afiy diminifhing. A little poem, written by Edward 
Hamilton, he had the weaknefs to claim ; this alfo, 
€:dnblting him in a new and difagreeable light, made 
large inroads u^^pon that eileem, which, while with 
you, (not confidering, that I thereby violated the du- 
ty I owed my revered friends) I had fo fondly cher- 
iihed ; but the finiihing ftroke was referved for the 
invefHgating wifdom of my father. By the didtates 
of equity Courtland was tried, and he came out — I 
will not fay what he came out. In fliort, my Amelia, 
no longer enflaved by that dangerous man, it is not 
my baimefs to purfue him by invedlives j he mingles, 
in regard to mc, with the reft of his fpecies ; I owe 
him no iU-wiU, and I am only folicitous that no un« 
happy young body, not patronized and diredcd, as I 
have been, may fall a vidlim to the wiles which an ^n- 
emy fo fafcinating may prepare for her. 

For myfelf, my utmoft wiflies are gratified; joy 
once more illumines the revered countenanees of my 
parental friends : I am confcious that I have baniihed 
anxiety from their bofoms, and this confcioufnefs feems 
to dignify and render my exiftence of importance ; it 
is of itfelf a fiifficient compenfatioh for years of fuffer- 
xng ; from a mighty preflure my foul is relieved ; 
every thing wears its accuftomed face ; I fkip about 
the houfe as ufual, and this dwelling is the fame bleff- 
od maniion which it heretofore was. Serafina, too, 
embraces me with returning rapture ; and though £d« 

K ward 
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lizard Hamilton* who hath long been abfent from our 
yillage, may probably reje<ft a heart which hath been 
capable of fo improper an attachment, yet he will al- 
low of my fifterly regards ; in his fraternal bofom, I 
fhall find an abode of fmcerity ; and I (hall ftill be in 
pofleflion of the approbation of my next to divine ben- 
efadtors, and of the unalterable affedion of my much 
loved Serafnuu Poffibly alfo ■ b ut whither am I 
wandering ? I forget that the poft will be gone ; but 
having at lengtli recollected myfelf, I haften to offer 
my refpeds to your mamma^ and to afTure you that I 
am> with very fmcere affed:ion, your ever faithful 

MargA&etta Melworto. 
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When crimes defpotic in the bofom reign. 
The tears of weeping beauty flow in vain. 

SCARCE an hour had elapfed, after Margarettx 
had forwarded her letter to Mifs Worthington, 
when the following interefting account from that 
young lady, which had been written fome days before;, 
was put into her hand 

Mifs Worth iNGTON to Mifs Melworth. 

New-Haven, July ajth, X789. 

GRACIOUS Heaven, what are my fenfations ! 
Never did I expe^ to addrefe my dear Mifs Melworth 
under a confcioufnefs of having contributed (as the 
event may prove) to her ruin : But in deed, and in 
truth, we have not intentionally erred ; and furely the 
tale which I have to unfold, will banifh from a mind, 
where integrity and every other virtue have taken up 
their abode, a wretch, who ought never to have pr<>- 
faned a temple fo facred. 

My poor mother weeps inceffantly ; fhe fays flic 
fhall never know peace again, if you are not enabled 
to affiire her, tliat tranquillity is reftored to a bofomg 

where 
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where fhe hath been acceffary in planting fo fliarp a" 
thorn. Liflen, my beloved Margaretta, to the recital* 
J have to make ; and let the virtues of Hamilton ob- 
tain their due eftimatron. 

About fix years fince, a gentleman by the name of 
Wellw^ood, vras one of the mofl refpeftable dwellers m 
this city j his family confilled only of his lady and 
daughter, with their domeftics ; his daughter had been 
educated with the exadleft care, and fhe was, at eight- 
een, a beautiful and accomplifhed young woman. Juft 
at this important period, Mr. Wellwood paid the great 
debt of nature ; and fo deep an impreflion did this 
jTiclancholy and calamitous event make upon the mind 
of Mrs. Wellwood, who was one of the firft of women, 
that after languiihing a few weeks, under all the pref- 
Ihre of a rapid decline, fhe alfo obtained her pafTport, 
refigning her life, a confeifed and lamented martyr to 
grief. 
• Thus, in a very fhort interval, the unfortunate Fran- 
ces Wellwood faw herfelf precipitated from a fituation 
the moft eligible, vdth which the difpofitions of pater- 
nal Providence can poffibly endow a young creature, 
tt) that of an unprotedted orphan ; no guardian father, 
nb indulgent mother remained, to direifl her fleps, or 
to approbate her movements \ She had been accuf- 
tomed to regard her parents as the fource of wifdom ; 
no defign had fhe ever executed, imfanftioned by the 
parental voice, unpropitiated by the maternal fmile ; 
and the authors of her exiflence had, in every fenfe, 
continued the prop and .the confidence of the being 
they had reared. Neither Mr. nor Mrs. Wellwood 
were natives of this city ; none of their kindred refi Jed 
among us r So that the beauteous orphan viewed her- 
felf as alone in the univerfe ; and when fhe cafl her 
diftra<5led gaze upon the clay cold tenements of a fa- 
ther and a mother ; upon thofe eyes, now for ever- 
cltofed, which, while the leafl veflige of life remained, 
had ftill darted upon her the moll benign and unequiv- 
ocal teflimonies of affedionate tendemefs ; upon thofe 
lips never again to be unfealed, which had opened but 

to 
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to enrich her with adnce> admonitions, dire^ions, orr 
benedi^ons ; whent "with folded arms, fhe contem-^ 
plated thofe trophies of relentlefs deaths the igiutterable 
anguifh of her fpirit, depriving her for a time of rea- 
fon, fufpended the operation orthe filent forrow, which, 
afterward reduced her to the very verg.e of the grave J 
Not a benevolent heart ia this city, but <ieq>ly felt for. 
the lovely mourner j never did I fee a more pathetic^ 
ally intereiling objedl. But time, that fovereign phy- 
iician, and the foothing o£ thofe friends', to whom her 
virtues and her misfortunes had inexpreflibly endeared- 
her, at length efTedhiated in her bo&m preciDbly that: 
date of tender melancholy, which, in a delicate and ien- 
timental mind, is defcribed as ^ndin£ a luxury in tears ;. 
and her youth and an excelljent conuitutiois« furmountr 
ing the ravages which had beoi made inJher health, (he 
lyas gradually reftored to a penfive kind of ferenity. 

Tine e£Fe<fts, of which Mr. Wellwood had died pof- 
kSed^ ezcluiive of his houiehold moveabLes, whvch. 
were very genteel, confiding^ altogether of navigations 
and articles of merchandize, he had dire^d in hi& will 
that they fhould be immediately converted into ready 
money ; and the gentleman whom he had appointed 
his executor, with that inXe^ity ajid difp2a:cb, wbic£ 
are fuch confpicuous* traits m his charadber, Q>eedily. 
difburfing every arrearage, and adjuiiing every affair 
relative to his truft, delivered into the hands Gf~'Mi{s^ 
Wellwood the fum of two thoufand pounds in caih ; 
this being the whole amount^ after fuch fettlement, o£. 
what reni^ained of her deceafed father's eflate ^ and o£-~ 
this her patrimony, fhe was, agreeably to his cUredioai^ 
the fole and uncontrolled polfeiror. behold her then«. 
before fhe had completed her nineteenth year, abfolute 
miflrefs of herfelf and fortune : Her apartoftents wer^. 
elegantly furnilhed ; fhe was in pofTeffion of a hand^ 
fome library, and two thoufand pounds in ready fpe-^ 
cie ; but her difcretion was unqueflionable, and nQi 
one prefbmed to dictate to Mifs Wellwood. 

Juil at this crids, Courtland made his firft appear« 
ance at New-Haven* His exteriour and ^eportn^^nti, 

we 
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we have mutually agreed, are pleafingly fafcinatmg, and' 
cmr unguarded (ex are but too eafily captivated. His 
arts or redu(5tion muft be prodigious. When I fee 
you, I will recount the gradual advances, by which he 
undermined* a virtue, that would have been proof 
againft a common aflailant. Hoodwinking her rea- 
fon, and mifleading her judgment by arguments the 
irioft fophiftical,^<? induced her td vienjjy as the refult' 
of human regulations y the marriage vonv ; it was not 
to be found in the law of God» and it (or rather, the 
calling a prieft to witnefs it) was calculated only for 
the meridian of common fouls : True, the inftitution 
anfwered political purpofes, and it might be necefTary 
to preferve a charafter ; bui for him — ^his nuptial hour 
— Ihould' it take place previous to the death of a ca- 
pTicioufly obftinate old uncle, who was a bachelor, 
and who had made his fucceeding to his eftate to de- 
pend upon his continuing fingle, would mark. him the. 
nioft imprudent of men. Mean time, his love for 
Mifs Wellwood was unbounded'; he could not pofli- 
biy exift without her ; he could not bear the idea of 
feeing her hourly expofed to the folicitations of thofe. 
numerous pretenders, who thronged. about her, while 
he was confcious that he polfefledno fuperJlor claim to 
her attention ;.and furely, as they had the fole difpo- 
fal of themfelves, they might, in the fight of Heaven,, 
exchange their vows ; while that Heaven, which would 
record the daed,' would alfo faniftion and crown with 
fliccefs, a union fo pure, fo dilinterefted, and formed . 
fo wholly under its own . liicred aufpices ; this tranf* 
action would in fafl'conftitute their real nuptials, and 
Hpon the demiie of the old gentleman, they would 
immediately fubmit to authorife their, union by mod- 
ern rites. 

Mifs Wellwood lovedthe villain— Horrid wretch !— 
He fucceeded but too well, and Ihe was involved in the 
cfeepeft ruin J My tears blot the papcr-^would to God 
that they could cancel her faults, and ferve as a /ethe- 
for her iiiflferings. Not a foul was apprized of their.- 
intercourrc 5 axid fo well were their mcafures tak*:ni, 

Ka tbat. 
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that when» fix months after, the young lady difappear- 
ed, amid the various conjedhires 'whicn were formed*, 
not even the fliadow of fiSpicion glapced iipon Court- 
land J every one exprefled, in their own way, his or 
her wonder, grief, and apprehenfion ; the whole town 
took an intereft in her unexpe<5i:ed removal, and Couzt- 
i^d was with the foremoft to exprefs his aftonifhment i 
but as Mifs Wellwood was entirely indepeiident* no 
one was: authorifed to commence an a£Uve inquiry oi^ 
purfuit% 

The attentk)n excited by any extraordinary evaatt. 
after having its run, at length fubiides ; aiid Mi& 
Wellwood ceafed l^y degrees to be the iubje£^ of coa*- 
verfation i nor hath her ftrange flight beea in any ibrt 
accounted for, until two days finQe, when Bridget in- 
troduced into our breakfading parlour this forlonk 
female, who, immediately upon fixing her eyes 04 
my mother, funk down almoflr breathlef& at her feet !^ 
It is hardly neceffary to add, that we inftantly raifed the 
hapleik orphan, and that after recognizing, with fome 
dimculty, the* well-known features of li/ms Wellwood* 
we received from her lips the foregoing particulars. 

Upon her quitting New-Haven, £be repaired diredlly 
to apartments, which had been taken for her by Courts- 
land, in a diAant viUage ; her patrimony, you will not 
doubt,, was relinquifljed to her betrayer. After facrif^ 
ficing her honour; every thing elfe became a trifle* At 
firft,. he vouchfafed to fupport her 5 but fpr thefe two 
laft years, either wanting ability or inclination, (he has 
not been able to obtain from hirn the fmallefi fum ! 
Of her furniture, of her valuable library* of every 
thing flxe is ftripped ;. and for fome months p^ft £be hath, 
been reduced to the neceflity of parting with her 
clothes, and of availing herfelf of her fkiU in needle 
work, for th.e fubfiilence. of herielf and three fons». 
whom fhe hajth borne to Courtland ; and the little 
wretches, with their injured mother, have long been ia 
want of the common neceflaries of life ! Yet, through 
all this, fhe hath been fupported, being buoyed up by 
the hope of an ultimate refidence wiQj the father g£ 

ber 
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hffc jchildre0 : B7 the hws of Heaven, flie regards her- 
fclf as already bis wife^ while fixe hath repeatedly, 
ivith fbods of tear$» hefought the abandoned man to 
coofer upon her, by t^e rites of the church, a title fo 
lipii^ourable ^ and,, though ftill repuUed, and often with- 
feverity^ ihe hatfa never defpaired, until the tidings^ 
that Conrtland was on the point of marriage with a 
young lady, who had abode for fome time with usy. 
reached her ears ; this heart-rending intelligence prx>- 
doced her, upon the before mentioned morning, in our 
parlour 9 this hath alfo procured you the forrow, whicb 
£3 m^aiuiJboly a. recital will doubtlefs occafion*. 

The once beautiful ioxm of Mifs Wellwood i^ now" 
furpriiingly emanated ; the few paH weeks hath made 
dreadful hayoc in her conititution ; we aflay to pour 
iiito her lace;::ate4 bofon)^ what confolation is in our 
power ; we have made her a^qu^inted witli your char*^ 
a&erp with its ma^'ked integrity and uniform confli^ 
teacy ; and we have encouraged her to hope every" 
thing from a. goodiieis fo perfeS*. The defolate4 fuf-- 
ferer will herielf addrefs. youb *i^as, alas ! what fu]>- 
ther can. I fay ^ it is with difficulty that I Have written- 
thus &r ; but this information^we have judged abfo* 
lutely neceflary^. May God preferve my dear Mifs. 
Melworth from fo> black a villain-^revcry thing is to be 
&ared. For myfelf, I (land, tamy own apprehenlion». 
as a culprit before you. Forgive, I entreat you, my 
forrowing mother ; and with your wonted kindnefs, foiv. 
give — O forgive-»-youx truly affe6tionate, and greatly 
affli<aed Amelia. WoRTHiNGTON*. 



Mift WiBLLwoo0 to Mifs Mblworth.. 

[IficUfeJ ia the pr*ceding,\ 

NEw-HAyiN, July 45th, 1789.. 

WILL the raoft faultlefs of herfey deign to receive 
a h'ne from one, who, but for the infatuation of a fatal 
and illufiye paffion, meeting her upon equal ground,, 
anight have drawn, from fo bright an example, a model. 
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by which flie might have ihaped her courfe, through' 
an event-judging and unfeeling world. I am told 
that your virtues partake the mildeft qualities, and' 
that pity, bland and healing, is emprefs in your 
breaft ; if fo, fweet mercy mult adminilter there ; and 
you will then not only tolerate the addrefs of an un- 
happy ftranger, but you will be impelled to lend to 
the prayer of my petition, a propitious ear. Mifs- 
Worthington hath condefcended to become my in- 
troducer, and fhe informs me that fhe hath unfolded' 
to you the ftory of my woes ! 

' For myfelf; I write not, mod refpefted yoimg lady, 
cither to exonerate myfelf, or to criminate an tmfortu- 
nate man, who hath had the prefumption to afpire ta- 
fuch daring heights- ! Regiftered in the uncontrovert- 
ible records of heaven, the wife of Courtland, in walks 
fb reprehenfible, it would ill become me to be found. 
No, Madam, I write to fuppiicate, and on my bended* 
knees I am proftrated before you— I write to fuppiicate • 
you to ufe your intereft in the heart of Gourtland, in.- 
my favour. Help mej O thou unblemilhed votary 
of virtue ! help me to recltiim a hufband, who, not 
naturally bad, hath too long wandered in the danger- 
ous paths of diffipation ; who hath drank too deeply 
of the empoifoned cup of error ; and who, if he is not 
foon roufed from his vifionary career, may fiiddenly 
be precipitated into the gulph of perdition ! ' 

I faid that Mr. Courtland was not naturally bad ; • 
ami believe me, good young lady, I have, in a thoufand ' 
inflances, abferved the reSitude of liis heart. Early* 
indulgence, and a miftaken mode of education, hath / 
been his ruin ; but the amiable qualities which are 
natal in his bofom, have, neverthelefs, through the 
weeds by which they have been well nigh choaked, oc- • 
calionrilly difcovered themfelves. Yet, whatever are- 
his faults, tiicy can never obliterate my errors ; .doiihU 
lefs he ohfcrved in 1728 fij?ie hlameahle fweaknefs^ or he 
would never have taken thofe unwarrantable fteps, . 
vJiich were the confequence of our acquaintance;. 
and. 11.0 '.v, circumftancedaswe are, a failure of 4uty ia . 

hixn^ 
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bixn, can never apologize for the want of every 
proper exertion on my ude. He is the father of my 
children 'y I have a prefentiment that he may be re-^ 
covered to the bofom of equity ^ and, if he will permit 
me, I will watch over him as my deared treaiUre. 
Let him but acknowledge the honourable and endear* 
ing ties, father and huiband ; let him but fandtioa 
them in the face of the worlds. and I will foothe his 
aching head ; I will fmooth his thorny pillow ; and», 
in every circumftance, in licknefs and in health, I will 
continue that faithful Fanny, whom he hath fo often 
fwom never to forfakc, and whom, in the fulnefs ot 
bis heart, he hath called Heaven to witnefs,. he would 
ever prefer to all created beings.. 

Perhaps he can no more command the fiuns which. 
1 have yielded into his handfr— be it fo^ they weret 
jmine, I made them bis, and he had a right to difpofe 
of them — Nay, I think I had rather find him defti* 
tute i for fsLch a iitu^on will acquit huu of that cnK 
Htj, with which he is otherwife chargeable op account 
of his late neglei^ What are pecuniary emoluments^ 
compared to that real felicity, which, is to be derived 
from a mutual, a faithful, and an unbroken attach-^ 
ment ? I have made the experiment,, and I can confi- 
deittiy pronounce it in truth a fai5t — t/^at tvf 'want but 
Utilf here belor^ Let him knowt Madam^ that I wilk 
draw the impenetrable veil of fdence over the paft ;. 
t^at we will commence anew the voyage of life ; and 
tiiat if he will at length be juft, his returning kindnefs,^ 
by invigorating once more this poor, this enervated 
irame, will reftore alacrity tp my efforts ; and that I 
am, in that cafe, poiitive, our combined exertions will 
procure for ourfelves, and our little ones^ the«w^r«;ii 
eflife. 

What can I fay ? It is for my children I am thus 
ip^ortunate $ were it not for their dear fakes, the fto« 
ry o£ my fufferings (hould never kiterrupt t&e felicity 
of Mils Melworth. No, believe me, no— but I would 
fcek fome tairfed pillow^ whereon to reft my weary 
li^^d \ asdf cloiing foseverthde humid lidst I would 

bafte 
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Bafle to' repofe me in that vault, wliich entombs the: 
remains of my revered parents, and where only, I caii. 
rationally expe<5t to meet the tranquillity for which f 
figh. Innocent little fujJerers ! — obferve them, deareft 
kidy ; to you their hands are uplifted — ^CourtlandV 
features are- imaged in their faces, and tlrey plead the 
caufe of equity. 

Ncr will we, my. children, dcipair — we cannot fiic 
in vain : Miis Melworth being our auxiliary, doubt- 
lefs we Ihall again be reinftated in the bofom of your 
father. 

Forgive, inert Imable young lady, forgive this inco- 
herent rambling — diftradtion not feldom pervades my^ 
mind. But grant, I befeech you, the. prayer of my" 
petition, and entitle yourfelf to the eternal grautude 
of the now wretched 

FnANCES WeULWOOD* 

IT was well that my girl had dlfcarcfed Ceurtlan(£ 
from her heart, and that (he had almofl entirely re- 
covered her tranquillity, previous to the receipt of thefe- 
letters ; otherwifc) the fudden revolution they would' 
have occafioned> muft, in a young and impaffioned* 
mind, have uprooted her reafon» 

Old Mr. Weliwood had been one of the firft of my 
friends j and from his countenance and advice) on mY 
fetting out in life, I had derived material advantages. 
The difappearance of his daughter had much per- 
plexed -me. I was fearful fhe was ill advifed, but 
from the idea« I had. entertained of her diferetion, I' 
had not the leaft fufpicion of the truth. Yet fhe never 
rufted upoa my memory, without giving birth in my 
bofom. to fenfations truly painful ; and I had been 
conflantly folicitous to difcover the place of her 
l«etreat. 

Thus, under the influence of "equity and gratitude, 
I hope my readers will do me the juftice to believe^ 
tliat in Mifs Wellwood's affairs, I found myfelf nat- 
m-ally impelled to take a very adive part. Marga- 
lastta fpeedily refponded to both the ladies ; but; 

a& 
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as her letter to Miis Worthmgton is not abfolutely tS^ 
fentialto-niy narration, I fhallomit it : The following 
-is a copy of her reply to Mifs Wellwo€)d. 

Mifs MELwoRTJi to Mifs Wellwood. 

Village of —,Auguft ift, 178^ 

I HAVE, -my. dear Madam, received yonr pathet- 
ically plaintive epiftle ; and, over the melancholy re* 
<ital of your woes, I have (hed many tears. I lament 
your forrows, and I honour the propriety of your 
prefent feelings and willies ; but a letter which I 
yefterday wrote to Mifs Worthingtori, and which (be. 
jwtII ibon receive, will, I perfuade myfelf, convince 
you of the indelicacy and inutility of my interference 
relative to Mr. Courtland. Before the name of Mifs 
Wellwoodhad been announced to me, I had been con- 
Tinced of my error, in entertaining the moft diftant 
views o£ a lerious connexion with that gentleman ; 
and the preference my inexperienced heart had avow- 
ed for him, was eradicated from my bofom, 

Doubtlefs, if the ever honoured guardians of my 

unwary fteps, had not ftill been continued to me, eri' 

fnared ets I too certainly *wasy Mifs Wellwood's 'wrongs 

nvould not have exhibited a folitary trait in the hlftory of 

the unfeeling defpoHer I You muft excufe me. Madam, 

if I do not adopt your mildnefs ofexprefion^ when fpeak- 

ing of a betrayer y whofe atrocious conduct hath blafted 

in their early blow^, the opening profpeds of a young 

lady, whofe fair mind feems eminently formed for all 

ihofe focial and tender intercourfes, which conftitute 

and brighten the pleafing round of domeftic life. 

Surely, Mifs Wellwood — — ^yet, fenfible that painful 

retrofpeftion will avail us nothing, I ftop ihort. 

But, my amiable panegyrift, though I, myfelf, am 
ineligible as a mediatrefs, between parties whofe inter- 
efts ought indeed to he conjidered as onsy I am authorized 
to oflPer you the extricating hands, and prote<5ting 
arms of thofe matchlefs benefa<5lors, who, with unex- 
ampled condefceniion, have dignified the orphan Mar- 
garettai by invefting her with the title of their daugh^ 

ter } 
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fer ; nor is this an empty title ; their ^rental wifibniy 
tiieir parentd incliilgence — hut come and fee. I am 
commanded to folicit you immediately to repair to all 
afyl\xm> and to hearts, which will ever be open fcM- 
your reception. My father, Madam, confefles eflen- 
tial and various obligations to your deceafed parent ; 
and he hath long been amdoufly defirous to rekdcr Ihe 
arrears, which were due to Mr. Wellwood, into the 
hands of his ever lovely reptrefentative. The bearer 
•of this letter is commiffioned to pay you the fum c€ 
fifty pounds, which you are requefted to receive, as a 
fart of the Intereffy which hath been, for fuch a length 
of time, your due ; it may anfwcr your prefent ex- 
igencies, and the principal is ftill in referve. It is witli 
much pleafure, I avail myfelf of the orders which are 
given me, to repeat my folicitations, tliat you woQld« 
without hefitation, haften to this manfion. An elderly 
man and woman, who are to return to our village in 
the next ftage, and who have long been our very ref- 
pedlable neighbours, will call upon you at Colonel 
Worthington's, to take your commands ; and if you 
will be fo obliging as to put yourfelf under tlieir care» 
they will fee you conveyed in fafety to one, who, in 
addition to the general and unqueflionable humanity 
of his charadter, feels his heart operated upon, in re- 
gard to Mifs Wellwood, bytlie ancient and inviolable 
claims of gratitude. 

Mr. Courtland, though not at prefent our vifitor, is 
ftill a refident in this neighbourhood ; and my father 
bids me aflure you, that every rational ftep {hall be 
taken, which can be fuppofed to have the remoteft 
tendency toward the reftoration of your peace. He 
himfelf will undertake your caufe ; and as his plans 
are always the refult of wifdom and penetration, he is 
not feldom gratified by the accomplifliment of his 
wifties. He will feek Mr. Courtland ; he will aflail him 
by thofe invincible arguments, with whicli equity, 
reafon and nature will fumifh him ; and fhould he ftill 
remain obdurate, my dear and commiferating father 
will, neverthelcfs, aid you by his counfel, and continue 

' unto 
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"unto you hrs protecJHon ; he will affift you in educat- 
ing your young people, and in diipofing of them in a 
-manner, which will render them ufiful memhrs of foci" 
ffy : In fliort, no eiForts which benevolence can com* 
inand, will be wanting, to alleviate your misfortunes^ 
■ Cheer up then, lovely mourner ; die orphan's friend' 
is ours : I predift that the fmile of tranquillity will 
again illumine your grief>-wom countenance j and' 
(Kould I yet have to raife to you the voice of felicita- 
tion, goodi in that events ivill be educed- from evil 9 and I 
(hall then ceafe to regret a circumftance, which at 
prefentj as often as it is remembered, tinges my cheek 
with the blulh of confufion. Were it neceiTary, I 
would, add, that no means fhall be left unafTayed, 
which may be within ♦the reach of, dear Madam, your 
truly commiferating, and fmcere well-wiflier, 

Margaretta Melworth. 
• 

TAKING it for granted, that the candid reader 
will allow for the partiality of a young creature, mjhofe 
'high fenfe of covimon hemfitsy and whofe gratitude had 
rendered her almoll an enthufiafl, — I intrude no com- 
ment thereon. Margaietta's letter foon produced Mifs 
Wellwood in our family ; and upon the morning af- 
ter her arrival, I fat off in purfuit of Mr. Courtland. 
My ino^ dired courfe brought mie to rap at the door 
of his lodgings, and as I was rather early, I made 
myfelf fure ot finding him within. My aftonilhmcnt, 
however, was not equal to my regret, when I was in- 
formed by his landlady, that a writ of attachment, 
being the evening before ferved upon him, at the fuit 
of Mr. — -, and he not being able to procure fure- 
ties, he was then lodged in the county jail. I hefi- 
tated not in regard to the meafures which were heft to 
be taken ; a few moments produced me in that abode 
of the miferabk ; and I found little difficulty in ob- 
taining an interview with the prifoner. 

Courtland— never fhall I forget his appearance — all 
thofe airs of importance, which had marked his annate 
c^afcioiifjiefs of foperiority, were whelmed in the ilorm 

L of 
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©f adverfity, that had at length burft upon him. His 
haggard looks proclaimed, that fleep, in her accuf- 
tomed manner, had forfaken iiis dreary abode ; his 
drefs was negledted ; his hair in difordered ringlets 
hung upon his fhoulders : Inihort, fcarce a veftige of 
the Snilhed gentleman remained ; and his folded arms 
and vacant countenance, as I beheld Jiim unobferved, 
vere almoft defcriptive of mfanity : But the jailer 
announcing my name, Lis agonized and unafFedled 
difcompofure .commanded my utmoft commiferation ; 
an expreffion indicative* of mingling confufion, furprife 
and apprehenfion, inftantly fulFufed his dieek ; and, 
viih extreme perturbation, he exclaimed, ** Good 
"God ! Mr. Vigillius — ^this is too much — ^but, for- 
give me, Sir, the uniformity of ymir chara^er will not 
permit a continuance of the idea, that you are come 
" hither either to reproach or infult me." 

" To infult you, Mr. Courtland ! God forbid. I 
ccmc hither rather the petitioner of your favour ; and 
it is a truth, that I at this moment feel, in regard to 
you, all the father predominating in my bofom ; but, 
having matter for your private ear, I muft beg the 
indulgence of tliis gentleman for a few moments.*' 

The humane keeper withdrew with much civility ; 
and the conflernation of our delinquent was unuttera- 
ble, while I proceeded to inform him of the early 
knawledge I had obtained of the commencement and 
progrefs of his career ; of my information in regard 
to the ruined flate of his affairs ; and of my a^lual cor- 
refpondence with his principal creditors. ** I have 
opened my bufmefs, Sir," I added, " bv this exordi- 
um, on purpofc to let you know how well qualified I 
am to ferve you ; and however you may have fmart- 
cd, while I have thus taken it upon me to probe your 
wounds, I flatter myfelf you may be induced to blefs 
the hand, which is fumilhed alfo with a fpecific. In 
fhort. Sir, I am this morning authorized to aft in your 
affairs — a fair plaintiff hath confituted me her attorney^ 
and I come to offer yoii terms of accommodation — Mifs 

Wellwood, Sir " At tlie found of this name he 

changed 
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changed colour, bit his lips, groaned deeply, and vehe- 
mently articulated — "?V'^/ God, have mercy on me l*^ 
and, as li that injured ^male herfelf had been prefent, 
he thus continued : *' M'lfs Wellwood — lovelyy but too 
'* credulous fair one^-^-wretcked ijoman I — / have undone 
•• the: ; buty Madamy my death fl jail foon prefent you tie 
** only covipenfafton lit my poivcr,*'^ 

" I came not. Sir,'* interrupted I, " to point to the 
defeficelefs bofom the fiaft of defpair : If you pleafe, I 
will read a letter, which- was written by Mil's Well- 
iwood to my daughter." I read ; and, as I folded the 
paper, 1 beheld with aHonifliment, the tear of contrition 
bedewing his palUd cheek t " WdcoiJte Ji ranger /" he 
exclaimed' — " Itrvsly nxioman — -injured faint — forgioing 
•* martyr / — Tesy Heaven is my <wiinsfsy that the tenderejt 
•* affe^iion of<which this obdurate heart hath ever been capa* 
** bley hath fill been the undivided^ unalienated pojfefjion of 
**' Faiuiy Wellwood — but. Sir, fhe knows riot the depth 
•' oi my inifery — God of heaven ! my crimes have 
•• already precipitated me into the gidph of perditiotiy 
** and there remains no remedy." 

But not to fatigue my readers by further circumlo- 
cution,. 1 found that our gentleman had become as 
-wax in my hand y and I propofed to him, that if I 
could procure his enlargement, he fhould' retire imme- 
diately to my dwelling, where he would meet Miis 
Wellwood ^ and that the nuptial ceremony being li>- 
gaily performed, my houfe Hiould become his callle ; 
that I myfclf would undertake his aj9fa.irs, thoroughly 
invedigate every point, and endeavour to adjaft mat- 
ters with his creditors* 

My propofal was accepted, ^Mith the ?mjl extravagarJ 
and rapturous demonf rations of joy ; and my interelt, 
combined with that of a fiibllantial neighbour's, foon 
liberating the captive, produced him a happy and a 
graceful bridegroonu The rites of the church were per- 
formed ; not a iingle ceremony was omitted — while 
Margaretta a»d Serafina, blooming as Hebe, and cheer- 
ful as the morning, officiated as bride-maids. 

Agreeably to my proijaiie, I very foon opened my 

negccicition 



124 The GLEANER^ [^o. Xm^ 

negociation with the different claimants upon Mr. . 
Courtland. New-Haven fumifhed me with many 
auxiliaries ; it was fuflicient to produce tbe dai^ghter. 
of Mr. Wellwood, to command, in her favour, the 
moft energetic efforts : We fpeedily obtained a very 
advantageous oompromife ; our debtor was, by the, 
joint afTxitance of many rerpe<5lable charadlers, fetup in. 
bufmefs ; and the deficiencies of nature and education, 
which, we have noted in him, were abundantly fiip- 
plied, by the abilities ^ appiicatiorti and economical arrange-^ 
ments ^Mrs. Courtland. Every year, a regular divi- 
dend of the profits of their bufinefs is remitted to their 
creditors ; a large part of the old arrears is difcharged j 
and tliey bid fair, in the rui^ of a few revolving ica-. 
fons, to poffefs themfelves of a very handfome compe*. 
tency. 



N«- XII. 



And now the ripening harvefl clurieriiig round. 

With fruits mature our well form'd hopes were crown'd, 

1AM fometimes wonderfully amufed by the vark 
ous corhmenjts upon thefe my lucubrations, wiiidi^ . 
:in the courfe of my peregrinationjs are frequently poiir-< 
.ed into my ear. It muff be confe^ed, that as I jour- 
aiey from place to place, I am fufficiently folickous to •. 
eolle<a the fentiments of my readers ; and that aithougii , 
I am often fubjeded to extreme mortification in diis 
my anxious purfuit, ^et I have, upon fome occafioixs, 
•inhaled, from the vo\c^ of the genuine xrritfc, the fine 
effluvia of well-judged praife. 

But duritig a late tour, which I made to a -diflant- 
metro jpolis, I was not fo fortunate as- to ojbferve that 
my laurel crown was much indebted; to tl\c brighten- 
ing hand of fame ; for although I then 'breathed the 
natal air of the Mailachufetts Magazine, yet I fcnind^ 
that upon the ear of the 7uanyy even the name of the 
i>leaner>^had never vibrated ; and that a ccmfiderable. 

majoritjr, . 
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majority of thofe whofe attention he had engaged, 
feemed more occupied in detecting the real author^ than 
in e/Iaying»to inveftigate the merit of his produ«ftions I 
An old lady-j (taking off her fpeftacles, and laying 
down her knitting- work) informed me fhe had been 
credibly afllired, that the Gleaner had in fad nevcir 
been married ; tliat he was a yoiuig. man, a dweller in 
Worcefter, and tliat he never having had a bit of a <wife^ 
it was impoffible to tell what to believe. 

A facetious divinei fitting by„ gravely replied, " Well, 
if the fcoundrel has impofed upon the public by a fic- 
titious tale» he ought iurely to be tolFed in a blanket-; 
and I, for my part, am willing to lend any afliilance in 
TXij power, to deliver a delinquent, ib atrocious, to con- 
dign, punilhment." 

A fober young woman next joined in the converfa- 
tion, proceeding with great folemnity to give in her 
evidence : She faid Ihe had but jull returned from 
New-Haven ; that Ihe happened to be there when the 
ftory of Mifs Well wood came out ; and that ihe was, 
by unqueilionable authority, politively aiTured they 
had never heard the name of Margaretta Melworth, 
until they law itin the Magazine ; that the Wellwoods, 
the Courtlandsy and even the Worthingtons, (as defcrib- 
ed by the Gleaner), were wholly unknown in that city- 

"Pihaw, plhaw, young woman," faid a pedant^ 
•who- had eyed the fair fpeaker with an air of fuper- 
eilious contempt, " youi knoiv nothing of the matter ; 
but ignorance i& always forth. putting* I tell you tliat 
I had the honour of receiving my edu<:ation at Yale 
College ; I was there at the. very period, on which the 
Crlcancr reprefents his' Margaretta. as having palfed- 
ibme time in the city of New-Haven, and I more than 
once faw that young lady at churchy and in fever j.1 
private families ; it is true that being then but a youth, 
(for it was my firil year in the feminary) I was "not 
very intimate witli Mil's Melworth, otherwife, I doubt 
fiot, I ihould have been made acquainted with every 
particular which he records'.*' A teiHmony fo decifive>* 
could not be controverted ; the old lady refumed her 
knitting; and an air of general complacency took pkccv 

Xi 2 I canr^^ot 
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I caimot help regarding tkis imntiftg after ^am^s^ as 
defcriptive of the frivolity of tke hajamn mind : Ifo 
fooner does an anonymous piece make its a^i|»earanfi€y 
than curiofity invefts itfelf in the ftoLe of ikgadty, 
conje^htre is i^on the rack — ^Who is he ? Where does , 
he live ? What is his real nanie^ and occupation i And 
to the importance of the£e qu^ftions, .confideFattQns of 
real weight give place ; as if the heing ahle to aicer- 
tain a name was replete with infbrmatioxi of the moft 
ialutary kind. Whereas, if the wtiting is in no fort; 
pergonal, and caamot he conilriLLed into a Hbel, a knowl- 
edge of the author can* be of no moment* notber can , 
a name defignate a charader^ Fa£b<t real events^ have 
often been communicated to tiie world under /eigmad 
names ; and inftrnftion not feldom- arrays itfelf in the. 
decent and alluring veil of all^ory. 

liie bufinefs of the re^er is to fcan the intrinjic 
value ^Jid. general tenancy of the cpmp(^don ; if that is v 
confiderable, if that is laudable, he ought to leave the 
author to announce himfelf under what au^ices he 
ihall judge proper. 

Paflmg from thefe namt^unters^ I joined a feled tea, 
party, when I had an opportunity of hearing the wc»fk 
itfelf very freely defeantcd upon ; and whik I washum-v. 
bled by the uncandid and fatirical difqnifition whidi I 
underwent, I was proportionably-elated at obfervingthat 
my daughter was as much a favourite in the uroxid at 
large, as in the village in which fhe hath been educat- 
ed. In Margaretta every one appeared intereAed;. 
and, however queftionable the merit of the Gleaner 
was deemed^ Mifs Mielworth obtained her fiiU ihare of r 
applaufe. A damfel, verging upon thirty, the height 
of whofe feathers was encTrmous, pronounced the poet-^ 
ry of the Gleaner pitiful ; declared his eflkysv in general, 
much belonx) a mediocrity ; and ihe added, that in her 
opinion they depreciated as rapidly- as the paper cur- 
rency of infolvent memory ; that his laft numbers were 
fHonfiroufly unnatural ; that the library fcene in partic- 
ular was quite outreey fmce it was impofllhle to con- 
ceive of a man fo truly, polite^ thus paiEonate ; that hefs 

frknd 
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irieni Mss. C i ocsideniaad tfacfe ^^vl^ilgs jaltogeth- 

er* and thai Mi^ G^-^'-^kaiivi^^ravelUdf andfienih 

Ytt ihe idlowedwMai^iireua to rbe a .4acefit yoiu^ per-, 
fon s aBd file lioufated i^ if Qie ha4 Wen 4eft ea^rely 
to ksrfelf^ fli.e wcHild bftve geii^4Hi% choien iJke ^tf« ^ 
iicr ^«n^y iwiiatever miglbt have been the embarrftflmeats , 
in vfaich )xi% juvenik^fwrs naiglit have jnvolv^d him* . 

*• Jufnemle erren iV repeated a fenuUe who lot «eKt. 
hfix* ** Is it poiSbley Madaxny that you • caft. beftow an 
opttfaet fo gentle upon crimes of fo deep a cUe ? O ! 
ihmx. oar fex weve confciotis of their true dignity ; ihit 
i^ natxrejufl, to thefv^Hves ;- then ihould we iio longer- 
bdiaki the. unprindipied betrajFer obtaining the confi- 
dence of virtue ; then wouM tl^e defpoiler* ba»iihed 
from foctety, .be neceffitated to preis forwi^rd to Uie. 

Jath of reS^de,i'axkd a unifarm puriuit of .^odnefs. 
ecamiag the price of his restoration to the privileges 
43id iiainiunities of a focial being, he would be compell- 
ed to array hizaoielf in the gariigients of oonfiiknt equi- 
ty. . For. my own part," cpntijaued the fair rationalift, 
**I am.ifree to own, howeviar. fingular it may be 
deemed^ that, unblenctaiked yirtue is, in my e(liii&ation» 
as e^Tential in a man, as in a.womai^ ; and tliat oisnmn 
is tommmly the primary, aggnfor^l regard a fn0Lk profti* 
tate vnxh even. greaxe3> deti^Asition ttian I do an aban- 
doaed fem^Jcj.. I profefs myfelfj an admirer of the 
Gieaiter. I conceive him to be a moral writer ; and I . 
xmift ownt^at far from thinking the library Xcene ««- 
natural^ I have conceived it inimitably drawn* Court" 
land is reprefented.from the beginning as a man ex- 
tremely fuperlicial; that ftiallo^. waters are not fel- 
dom noify,. is a common pbfervation ; and it is.as true 
that in filent majefty the great profound may ftand- 
colleded. ^3:. Vigillius, with. infinite addrefs, had 
wrought uj) ep the higheft pitph, the fanguine expeda^ 
tionsof his man ; he is in fancy placed upon an emi- 
nence at which he had long aimed ; and having, as he - 
i«ppofcd, at length obtained the enviable fummit of' 
i^s wilh^s, hy is luddeujly dalb^ therefrom. 
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" Is It then furprifing to find him off his guard, rf^ 
pecially when it is remembered, that his reafons fer 
keeping meafures with the Gleaner were no longer in 
force ? Viewing the matter in this light, I coni'efs, it 
appears to toe rather extraordinary-, that his paflion& 
difcovered no greater excefu- But, be tliis as it may, I 
declare to you^ that Margaretta captivates- my very 
foul ; that the virtues attributed to Hamilton ftriie 
me moft pleafmgly t I am .charmed with the open in- 
tegrity, and the manly confiftency, of the charader of 
that youth ; and I cannot but hope that the enfuing^ 
Gleaner, recounting his union with Mifs Melworth>. 
will give us an opportunity of contemplating the moft 
faultlefs pair who have ever lighted the torch of Hy- 
men, fmce the lord of paradife received, our general 
mother from the hand of" her Creator'*' 

" What in the name of ingenuity," interrupted the 
lady who was filling tea, ***>&^// he done nmth Hatnikon .^ 
I proteft I am enchanted by that divine fellow 5 lus 
difdaining to enter the lifls with. Courtland, and his- 
abfenting himfelf during the purfuit of that unwdrtby 
pretender, was a deportment at once dignified, proper 
and maiily. I confefs that it hath been no fmall dif- 
appointment to me, to find him in the feveral lafi 
Gleaners but barely mentioned ; and I am abfolutely 
impatient to hear of his. return from exile, and- of tht 
reftoration of his hopes*'* 

The lovely fentimentalifts here adverted toj will rec- 
oUedl a converfation fo recent ; and, from the throng 
which upon that occafion crowded the levee of Mrs- 
' ', they may poffibly recognize the Gleaner 5 but 
even in this cafe,! feel pleafingly affured, that in the 
bofom of candour, difcretion and good-nature, viy /- 
cret h perfe£ily fafe^ while I am confident, that by tht 
many I Jljall r&main untraced. My amiable panegyriiis 
were unconfcious tliat they delivered their fentiments 
in. the prefence. of an Inter efted man^ mtko hung upon tl^f ' 
///>/, engraving their 'words in charaOen indelible upontix i 
tablets of kis breaji ; yet, as I am happy in an opporttt- \ ^ 
aity of rendering to fuperior merit the tribute ot 

efleejnj. 
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<fteem ; 'fo Thaflen with alacrity, to pen the acfcnowU 
edgnients of gratitude.; and whiles in a manner as 
AiGcindl as poffible, I proceed 'to bring down my nar^ 
ration to the preferit period, it is with fubftantial iat- 
isfiidlion 1 coiifefe that my hopes are invigorated, and 
i^y efforts Xtiijiulated, by a knowledge that perfons fa 
■worthy await, with fome impatience, the recital of a 
cataftrophq. which hath long fmce gratified my utmoft. 
wifhes. 

It hapi^n^d that Mr^ Hjimilton returned home up* 
on the very evening which witnefTad the nuptials of 
Mr. Courtland and Mifs Wellwood. Being ignorant 
of has route, it had not been in our. power to follow 
him by letter ; 3^4 ht was confequendy unacquainted 
iwkb erery thing that bad pafled in our village, during ■ 
his abfence. This >plan he had purppfely concened, 
ivith^n expectation of banilhing irom his bofom thofe 
trader /entii«ents of.Maygajfetta, which were inconfift-. 
ent with his peace ; and fondly imagining that he had . 
•e€e<!luated ihis wiihes, he ali^lited at the lodgings of^ 
iBtftffini^ whidier. he firft repaired^ in tolerable tran- 
quillity ; but, oin: inquiring- for, Mifs - ClifEord, being 
ruthor -abruptly informed by her maid, that her young 
ludy ^affedj^t evening in the family of Mr, Vigilliiss, 
in OTsdcr to affift ,at the marriage c^ Mr* Courtland, he 
difcoveiied, in a. fmgle moment, the cruel fallacy of 
theie hopes he had fo cpnfedently <:herilhed« He was 
unacquainted with . the exiftcnce and even the name of, 
Mtfs WcllwjDod^:. Itwas Courtland's wedding night ; 
he could think of no one but Margaretta ; athoufand 
varying idea? ruflied inftantaneoully uppn his mind ; 
all his purpofes. werq broken ; and he faw that, fo far 
from accomplifhing thpe laudable end which he had 
propofed, by tearing hi^felf frpm the beloved. obje6t, 
he had too probably accelerated his own- ruin. 

In fpeechlefs agony he dafped bis bands, and r^iC- 
iTig his'jftnc eyes to Heaven, he haftily withdrew to 
the netirement of his own chamber, where, fummon- 
ipg reafon, fortitude and religion to his aid, be en- 
4w7oured to rally his fcattercd forces, to recoiled 

thofe 
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-as thofe which are impreflfed upon feraphic bofoms, 
^unid the paradife of their God-. 

During the period? which preceded her marriage, 
flie gave and received many vifits to and from Mifs 
Worthingtonw She made many, little tours round: the 
country ; and, pofTeffing a ftrikingly commanding ex- 
terior, with manners fo truly ^pleafmg, (he was, of. 
courfe, followed' by: a train of admirers. Cdurtlands, 
Bellomours and Plodders, of every] defcriptron, crowded 
about her ; and; a/Iailed on every fide by the pemi- 
cioufly enervating and empoifoned airs of^ aduiation» 
the uniformity of. her charadler was put to the fc- 
vereft tcft. 

Mifs Mislwort5i, "however, was fully equal to the or- 
deal which: was; thus prepared for het ; and: fhe con-^ 
tinned to receive her admirers of every defcription, in- 
a manner which was truly worthy of approbation. 
TJie impaffioned feelings of the devoted hesirt, never 
contributed, in the fmalleft degree, to her amiifement : 
She had not to charge herfelf with infli^ng a fingle 
moment's unneceiTary pain ; and no fooner did the 
ferious pretender advance his claim, than his profef- 
fions of love, though received with grateful , reipeft, 
were decifively reje<fted; Obligations for every hon- 
orary teftimony, fbe was free to acknowledge ; but (He 
was not ambitious to enlift a train of danglers. Her 
^ heart, tremblingly alive to the merits of Hamilton, al- 
though the nature of. tlieir connexion was not puWickJy 
known, was ready, almoft indignantly, to refent the 
officious competition of tiiofe, whom her delicacy in- 
duced- her to conlider as intruders. But reafbn, tnic 
to Its. office, correded the fervid ebullitions of padion, 
and always brought her back to that tranquility of 
mindy fo necefFary to the full exercife of her fine tal- 
ents, Obfervation, experience, reafon and judgment* 
thefe all combined to confirm her in the ele^ion fhe 
had made ; and, on the bofom of feremty> her hours 
rolled on. 

Both the^mental and: exterior accomplifhments of 
our children were ftill improving ; tlieir mutual at 

tachmcnt 
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'taclmieiit fe&n6d d^ilj to augment, sffid the profpedt 

ftill briglitened upon us. We often addreiTed them upon 

• lite importance of the vows they were deftined to ex- 

- chancre, reprefenting, with all the energy which language 

could conimand, the neceflity of a permanent and un- 

abattng a£edion» to render filken the bands of wedlock* 

£xpe& noty we exclaimed^ a continuance of thofe 

^emal zephyrs, which will fan the genial flame of your 

eaiiy loves ; It is true you may embark upon a fum* 

mcr's fca, btit the unavoidable evils, the viciflitudes^ 

and too probably the f):orms of life, will arife — ^I'ocks 

'land quickfands await the voyager, and eagle-eyed dif^ 

cretion ought to fct at helm, if you would pafs fafely 

l^twecn extremes, which may be regarded as equally 

dangerous ! Mutual edeem, mutual friendihip, mutu- 

fid confidence, 3^girt about hy mutual forbearance — ^thefe 

are the neceflary requiiites of the matrimonial career ; 

aad there is not a virtuous endowment that can fall 

to the fhare of mortality, which may riot be called in* 

We conjdre you to ronfult each other's humourst 
difpolltions, fentiments, and purfuits — ^an interval is 
^ven you for this purpofe : Congenial taftes, congenial 
ipirits, you ought to ppifefs, or at leaft ajtwularity of 
t^iemts is abfolutely indifpenfabley if you mean to fecttrethe 
JqcmI enjoyment of your lives. Be not afraid, dear chil- 
clrea of our fondeft hopes, be not afraid to come to the 
teft. Submit with cheerfulnefs to the moft fcrutinizing 
ordeal ; the prefcnt is your era of experiments. Look 
xjrdl to your individual faults ; forbear to emblazon your 
virtuis ; and, if you find you cannot wholly eradicate 
any little peculiarities, which the imbecility of human 
nature may perhaps have interwoven with your con- 
ftitution, examine if you can tolerate them ; and feek 
not, at the rifk of your future quiet, during thefe peace 
crowned days, to fliut your eyes. upon each other's er- 
rors \ BTyou entertain the (hado^ of a preference for 
any other oh]tdi % if your long cherifhed attachment 
experiences abatement — ^fhrink not from the voice of 
public ■cenfurs— ^d7« are ftUl at liberty — other purfuits 
yet open themfclves bcforciyou — your moft direft ftep 

M is 
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is an open declaration of what paffes in the inmoft re-; 
cefles of your bofoms, to parents, who will not fail to 
patrpnize and uphold you in every adion, which iv 
(brlSly fpeaking, the refult of undeviating reftitude. 

Reafon authorifes us at this time thufi to addrefs 
you ■; but when once the hallowed hour, that fhall 
witnefs your plighted faith^ is pad, the tranikdbion of 
that hour wiU be indiflbluble ! Death only can fet you 
free ; and we ihall then, in one particular, didate for 
our children a reverfe of >condu6t A faaniliar Egure 
will elucidate our nieariing. You are to behold each 
other^s virtues nvith a microfcopk gaze^ while we fhaU 
hardly permit you to glance at a hlemijh^ even throu^ 
the tele/cope of affe^ion. It was to this effect we oc- 
cafionally, frequently, and folemnly addreffed our 
children, while we were peculiarly happy in remarking, 
t^at even to the fearching eye of anxious folicitudct 
not a iingle naoment of apathy, heiitation :0r regret 
was at ai>y time apparjent* 

Thus rolled on the weeks, months, and years, until 
revolving time produced the promifed era : It took 
place in the laft vernal feafon, when the humid fteps 
of April were on the point of refigning their tear gem- 
med empire to die bland and flowery fiet of tie wreath 
crowned and odour breathing month of May. Marga- 
retta had then juft rounded her nineteenth year ; and, 
much fooner than would have been our uninfluenced ^ijhf 
\Jire refigned our lovely charge into the hands of him, 
who had long been the deliberate choice of her heart. 

Arrayed in majefty ferene, die morning broke. The 
orb of day afTumed to our giateful view an uncommon 
cheerfulnefs — all nature looked gay— -the flowers 
feemed juft expanding with emblematic: fwe.etn.efs— ^ 
and the birds carolled moft divinely. 

We were not folic itous to collect a dirong about us 
upon that aufpicious day. With happinefs innate in 
<iur bofoms, the pomp and parade of joy we were con- 
tented to fpare ; and our circle confifted only of thofe, 
.whofe faces we Ihould have contemplated with pleaf- 
lare upon every rifing morn ^d fetung fuR. 
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But though only a feleft party were fummbned ta 
partake our felicity, and to gild, by their prefence, oui* 
Bridal day, yet we were ambitious of difiuiing the face 
cf gladnefs over our village ; and we therefore appro* 
priated the films which We might have expended in- 
the flowing goblet, and at the feftal board, to the pre- 
paring; nuptial preients for thofe who Aioumed beneath' 
the iron fway of penury, and who, by this well-timed 
relief, felt their hearts once more attuned to the genial 
voice of pleafure ; who haded to entwine for us the 
tweath^ of gratitude, the perfume of which was^ as the 
iWeetcft mccnfe to our fouls ; and who, bending at the 
#bot/lool of paternal Deity, fuppHcated Heaven to 
confer upon us the choiccft bleflings* 
' The^ bride appeared -among us airfaycd in fpotlefs 
white ;: her robe was a delicate muflin, drawn in many 
A flower, from the rich vafiiety of her elegant fancy, 
and neatly^ wrought by her owii fair hands. She be- 
held the' aj^prOach of her wedding day, unconfcfous of 
thofe terrors attributed to her fex.- UpOtt the evening 
prece<fiiig the appointed moi'iiiYig, flie entertained us, 
at our firfl requeft, with many of our favourite airs, 
opoxir her piano forte. I did not perceive her heart 
Hying through her bodice I* and her tremors being of 
the governable kind, Ihe was all her own agreeable 
^If. What paffed between her and hep mother, with? 
whom fhe retired for a few hours, I am yet to learn ; 
but this I blow, that the day itfelf was not ufhered ill 
either by fits, or any violently agonized emotions. Vir- 
gin delicacy only ferved to animate, to heighten, and 
to new point the exquifite beauties which adorn the 
fined face I have ever feen j^ and fhe accompanied us 
to the altar, where the ceremony was performed, with 
a fbber and chadifed expreffion of complacency, which 
leemed to fay — / ^ave taken fufficknt time to deliberate 
— / am under the dire^Hon of my beji friends — «very fen- 
tfment, every paffion of my foul approves the man who 
is this day to become my hufband. Undoubtedly he 
is every way worthy ; I poflefs his tender and entire 
affedtion-^his entire confidence. I am affured ; I an^ 
fatisfied; I am happy. For 
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For Hamilton, the uiaibounded mpttune vrhmh took* 
pofleffionof hU bofom, was blended, however, with a 
dignified and manly-maniftftation of tigndqrnefs, which: 
ferved to tranquillize his deportment, and to j^refent,.- 
him in a Rate of mind becooiing the facred rit^ which ^ 
were to be performed ? Yet, when he received Ac hand; 
of Margaretta, the big emotions of his bofoin refii-* 
fed to be wholly fuppreffed — ** Condefcenifing excel*, 
lence \" he exclaimed " may He, wfeo thus ei^iches met ^ 
render me worthy of fo much goodn^fs.**' The cere-* 
mony, excepting this interruption, pafled agreeably ta^ 
its. facred arrangement ; and, after the good Urbanius- 
bad pranounced the.benedi^ion, we adjourned to our/ 
own manfion j and, fmce, wh^t hjilcyon days, w«ek^ . 
aod months have revolved^ \ NQt^a,clpudJii^.ye^ ob- 
fcured pur horizoAi^ 

Laft week, Margaretta prefented I^dtrard' with, 
her firflf born — it is a male infant. X*€t m^ fee— ekv^ 
en months of uninterrupted felicity ! ! Can. tins laft ^ 
The prefent is a checkered ftate. 

Reader, though we bid adieu to Margaretta far the., 
prefent,. I would not have thee lament it tpo fe^icH^JW.. 
I know thou art tenderly attached to her ; and I thpre-^ 
fpre give thee my word, that if thy acqijuintance with.* 
me continued, we will occafionally pgep ini^nher,,. 
and thus leani) from time-.to timey how miatter? go on^. 

^ ' ■ I I ■■ I I I ii I I I I ■ ■■ ■ 11 iipi pi I I I I ■ ji I ■■■ I ■ i ^ ■ ■■ ■ 
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Why dwell forever on the gloomy fide ^ 
Say, doth, not God unerring^ fttU prefide ? 
Why then ungratefully prefume to fcan, 
Withvixnpious cavils marldlig every plan ! 
Tho* truth and jufttce both.furrouiKl his throne, 
And mercy gems the glories of his crown. 

1HAVE often contemplated, with ferions coacem»-« 
the prevakncy of a trait, which I have been ready 
to regard as peculiar to human, nature ; aud which* 
91 one time or another, feems to be more qe iidTs dee|^ 
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iy marked in every mind. For my own part, I pre*- 
tend not to an exemption fron> the weakneiTes to 
vrhich my ipecies are incident ; and it is rather by care- 
fully remarking what pafies in my own heart, that I 
make my admeafuremenc of the feelings and propenfi- 
ties of others* 

But while I confefs ^n equal, and m fome inftances 
perhaps a greater degree of culpability, than what I 
attribute to- my nerghbour, I may be tolerated in la- 
menting ar fraSty, which is common to all, and in an 
effort to corre<5l, with that application and amdity prop- 
er to 2t rejponjthle and probationary being, the diforders 
which a/Tail the intelle^ual worlds 

The particular feature I have at this time in my eye 
—or, to* exprefs myfelf profejjionallyy the field from 
firhich I propofe to gkcm the materials for this paper, 
is the general ingratitude to that atiguji and fdfexiji' 
ent Being from whom they originate, which pervades 
all orders of men, and is notorioufly exemplified in the 
fang^age and condudl of every fon and daughter of 
Adam \ I am firee to own, that from a charge which 
it maybe thought I have preferred with fomewhat too 
great boldnefs, I do not confider tlie moft umform 
Chrijiianst fmi)€ver exemplary their ivalk in life may have 
heeny as altogether exempted ; and, were it n^ceflary, 
I could prtxfoce inftances from their moft ^lendid 
iiarangCKSr to jirftify my accufation i But as I revere 
Ae progrefV in the paths of re<5litude, which fuch have 
undoubtedly made,^ and as I refpe^i even the efforts of 
duty, I aflay not to unveil thofe infirmities, which 
riiey may probably join with me in deploring. But, 
if we may with propriety criminate even the votaries 
of piety, the fincere and devout worfliippers of Deity, 
what lengths^ in the career of ingratitude, may we not 
fiippofe the repining and mconfiderate children of 
men- may have run \ How loud are the complaints 
which every tongue, at one period or another, is found 
to^uttef f and if the dirporitk)ns of PrQvidence, in re- 
gard to themfelves, are fo obvioufly pleafmg, as to 
^ve them nothing to bewail as individuals, how elo» 

M 2 queut 
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quent do they become upon the fufiGerings of odier^^-^ 
of the fpecies in general ! and they wiJUl expatiate, fpr 
hours up^n the mifcries of foot human nature ! 

The n^at built village wears the Booft thrifty ap- 
pearance; the comfortable dwellings, which clufter, 
round, indicate the fubftantial landholder ; the viciffi-^ 
tvides of the year have revolved moft propitiou% ;. 
the golden harveft i^^ gathered in, and a general face 
of plenty is affumed ; yet the untoward circunaftances>. 
of two or three fcattering families, fhall becojue the 
theme of each rural circle, while they will fqrget tOi 
dwell upoa the immeafurable bounty which hatii i<x. 
liberally crowned their autumn, and ftored their gra-^ 
naries with a fuperfluity of good 1 Would it not be. 
better, if from their abundance they jointly contribu- 
ted to reftore their opprelled neighbours, and to bid. 
lliem ■welcome to tlie blcilings of equality, than thuSi 
by ^cir m}ordy lamentations, to arraign, at leaft by iiOff 
plication, the allotments of their common Father ? 

Behold that pangful fufferer ! for /«ztv 'whtde yearst 
he hatli been configned to the bed of pain 5 fcarce an; 
interval of eafe can he obtain— ileep departeth front 
him, or locks up his fenfes in the moil refUefs and fe-« 
xrerifh flumbersx from which he is roufed to a« ftiU. great- 
er fufceptibility of anguifh ; appetite he hath poae ; he 
is a prey to continued difquiet ; every applicRtion iovr 
aOlilance is in vain ; and no help remaineth fbr hio) If 
Often is the ftory of h>s woes repeated ; it i$ echoed^ 
by every voice ! all hinds are thrown al^oad^ asid to* 
ward Heaven the accusing eye is frequently raifed Y 
but while the theme of his fufferings biecomea an ex-^ 
hauftlefs or landing topic of conyerfatioftv amid the lo^ 
quacity of language, fcarce a &nteuee is fb^nd to ex-» 
prefs the healthftil days which, during ffjty xx^vQlving; 
years, he almoft uninterruptedly enjoyed; and fcarce 
a finger is put out, to pomt to that etenuly of Uif% 
which it is probable awivits him. 

The long happy patents are deprived, by feznc epi* 
demical and contagious difeafe, df tke children of tbeijF> 
youth,! Ezt];ayaga]xt; exclasfi^tios^ then bse^ &r^--^ 
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^e ilroke is exceeding heavy ; the calaimty is isfitp- 
portable ; it is almoR: waipsiraneUd ; every image in Qa» 
fure> wh{oh:is replete with bon:or» is fummoned to 
fijadovi forth the nogbty grief; every lyre is attuned, . 
and every xninftrel is- ready to iting to the widely-«ch<« 
^ng fame-breathing gale the iterated^ pity-moving^, 
and.iong refounding.plaiats of woe., 

For the foft eadearmentsof. their in&ntprogenyi the 
opening bud of reafon, which V9a& fa fondly marked«, 
tibe interefting prattle of childhoodi the big emotion$ 
which fweOed t&s parental bofom^ as they beheld thd 
£oxtm!^ virtues- duftering in the progrefiive mindf; 
for the expanfive joy they experienced* while they wU> 
ii«fled the rapid advancement to an koaorary mature 
ty ; for the rich completion of felicity which crowned 
their wilhes» when they beheld their fscttsfa^lory and 
comfortable eftabhAuxvent.; . for the marked and gratOt 
iul/.a^s of duty 9 they have continued to receive ; for: 
for all thefe various fcenesof heartfelt good» which iox. 
a ferieaof. years ha¥e been fo richly eijjoyed-^they are 
enumerated* it is true^ but not a; a balance for the pref« 
«at evil;. &r< from itr— they only ierve to point the. 
poignancy of the diifarefsfiil era» and to fwell the fea^ 
tures of iw;h unheard of mi&ry». 

Yet it is a fadl, that the removal of tteie ©bje^ oj^ 
com|»Iacency will ilope their paflage to that grav^ ia • 
mKhich'the good old noan and woman muft lay down |; 
9n<i a reunion with their, children^., in future, worlds^, 
tiiey confidently e^pedU 

Is it pofllUe that he who thu» tacitljr or indsre^y 
asraigns the defignations elanced upon this globe, can 
Relieve in the fu^eiintej^tdenjca of an aJQrwiie,, aUrgrA« 
^us, aid-powerful and paternal. CTod^^ Certainly he 
doesk itUtki Lordy hafi done-, this^ is a common. expre£^ 
&on ; and yet, flrasige to tell> 1^ is Gon(lantly> founds 
l^us cavilling at the diffofitions c^ th^ Almighty ! 

Surely it ought to be remen^eredy that we fee but: 
a. part of the immeafurable whole ; that he who formed 
the fpif it, can give it, in a fmgle luxuriant moment, 
^ly to partake an. amgle cosij^niktion for years o£ 
fu&yiog^ Thofe 
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Thofe families which are yielded to the hard allot- 
ments of penurions fortune, experience the moft lively 
fatisfadbion, as often as tJie flowery feet of bland and 
genial charity vifit their abodes j they hare refources 
unknown to the affluent ; and highly reliflied is- that 
i«fe<ftion, however homely it may in reality be, which* 
is ferved up with the fauce of hunger. 
' Exquifite is the moment of cafe to the tortureci 
firame ; ineffable are the fenfations it pattaies ; and ic 
rs well purchafed by the previous fufferings which are- 
ks ^rice. Thofe who have laid their children or other 
friends in the grave, have perhaps enjoyed them long-^ 
or much ; *• they are not lofty but gone before^* and xvk 
at^other, and better ftate of exiflence, they ftiall receive- 
them again. I fay, then, it is more becoming to en- 
deavour to mitigate the ills of life, than by the routine 
of complaints to be impioufly murmuring againft the 
decree* of Heaven, which muf^ indifputably refiilt fron* 
% righteous and perfe^ly confident 2u:Tangement ; ancJ 
I aver, that it is a falfe calculation which makes the 
fum total (^human evils more than that balance^ which^ 
Bpon a fair and open eflimation, would appear at the 
foot of a regular and well digefted account, of thole 
pleafurable or peaceful moments^ which are the por*^ 
lion o£ mortality.^ 

But to iucB a pitch o£ infatuated* aBfurdity Has a per^ 
fca&on of the calamities incident to the prefent flate 
arrived, that we are abfolutely enjoined to hold lightly 
the moft virtuous enjoyments, t© be conftan^ looldng 
fcr an evil day, and to tremble when we have attained 
ta the fummit of out Wifhes ! What would be the feel- 
ingsf of that fether whom his child fliould thus addrefs r 
" I will forbear to take pleafure in the portion with 
which yott* have endowed me. I am momently cx- 
pefting the exertions of your power againft me. I 
know that the rod of correftipn is lifted up, and that 
you mean to chaftifc me. I expert evil and not good 
fronr your hands \ and though you have at prefenr 
gratified me, by putting me in pofleflion of the inherit- 
ance for which I ha,vc iighed, yet, a« I am confident 
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^asnean fnoedilj to rcTuixie it, I cannot conftder it 
as my ovrxw I am fearful ofbeholding it in an eligi* 
1^ potat of view ;^ au<i» kiP4)Wiiig.yt3iu as I do, I fhrink: 
Sr^m the approaches of that tranquil complacencyx 
which wdoU pervade my bofom ! !'* 

I wauld rather fay» that as I poffefs much, I will en- 
Joy much ; the virtuous pUatures of my fo\il (hall not 
sieet a barrier f freely I will expatiate, nor will 1 know 
a boundary, fai^ what se^itude Ihall throw around. 
jue ; the prefent monxent is replete with Uej&ngs, and 
diough the next may ixxtercept ibme pleaiing view, yet» 
lit is the hand of a Father which will be ilretched 
ciut, and my ultimate ielicity wiUxoixfequeotly he coUt 
fulted-. 

It is well that the Cteator^ ei^throned iti majefty fer 
XfiXi^y h beyQn<i.the capability of adopung that mod&. 
jif cpnduft* to which repeated provocations would pre^ 
jgjpitate the lapfed nature ; it is well that his.ways are 
A£>t like oar ways.; it is well that he regardeth with a. 
Ibeady eye the creature which he hath made, and that 
neither- the. cagiices uQr.the, inquietudes of the childrea: 
4if men, can bend^tlie determined puruofcs>o£ his un;^' 
dwBging plans. ^ 

I have beeuihocked when I hate heard the reafim* 
£pT confolation^ which is fometimes offered to the child : 
of forrow, — ** Y.ou.have fttfered much," exclaims the 
cpmmMerating friend, " many are the ills which yoa 
have been csLUed to encounter, and doubtlefs the pe* 
riod of- retribution, wiiiged by hours and day» of 
imiUng tra];iguiUity, is at hand^" Ah ! is it then true 
that we can challenge the Sire of* men. and angels, as 
pur debtor ! moA irreverent and impious idea J Surely 
if our calculations were more accurate, and if. we were. 
under the influence of giatitude to the Supreme Being, . 
the genuine breathings of r our fpirits would be — In 
every calamity I have been upheld, and often have I 
partook the enjoyments of life. Was I afcertained 
that the qoaning hour would . ftrike me from exiftence, , 
•would utterly annihilate the creature, who hath' thus 
long lived, inovcd, and been endowedjwith the powers > 

of 
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of refle£tioni I ftould, notwithftaridingi have no claiiiir 
to make upon Him who hath called me hito bemg^^ 
It is true, I have experienced my moitieilts^of forrow;; 
but they have been abundantly compeiifated'" by innu- 
merable felicities, by pleafufes' fcarcely marked, anft 
"by gratifications now perhaps forgotten* Witn^fs^ 
thofe indulged and rapture crowned montKr, when- 
I was cradled by maternal tendemefs, and fbothed- 
by every blandlftiment, which generally ffiapes- and- 
ftrews with flowers the path of the young adventurer ^- 
witnefs all thofe endearments, thofe incentives to- 
virtue, andl thofe wife inftru^tions, which cheri/hedj' 
which formed> and which brought forward my youth j 
witnefs every aid and prote^on. I have from time tb* 
time received ; witne^ the plealing circle of friends^ 
which, fo frequently clufter round me> while my ene^ 
mies find it convenient to ibmd aloof ; witnefs thofe 
ezpanfive hopes, which have continued to iHume my 
days, and to fan with genial influence the feathery 
hours ; witnefs- the months of peace and ' eafc whic& 
have been mine — ^how large their number, when com- 
^ pared to thofe v^on whick I have been called- to fbbmic 
to the Jevrrc parc^ifms of, pain, s Witnefs tie many nights 
I have pafled in the mo9t falutary and refloring'flum* 
bers.— But» having now by me, a volume or effaysi 
that may, in fome future period, be brought forward^ 
in one of which I have expatiat'cd upon this theme, I^- 
foEbear to repeat myfelf^ 

And here let us paufe for a moment. A fucceediiig 
mimber may take the fubjedl up in a different view,, 
or at leaft illuftrate the beauty and propriety of culti*- 
vating the moft: lively fentiments ox gratitude to the 
divine Author of every good. 
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Jkad, Aire, to •raife the ardent ibng of praife, 
And chaunt of gratitude the decent lays, 
Would bcft become the fons of kindred earth, • 
Who draw new mercies in with every toath. 
Beings, who on unfoMing kindnefs lire. 
Who '.from a Parent Deity receive 
^ £ach bleiiing which his plaftic hand beftbws» 
And which coeval with exifVence flows ; 
With every hour fhould glad orifons fweH, 
And on the copious theme enraptur'd dwelt 

IT IS beyond a doubt; that much depends upon our 
efforts to cultivate an equal and acquiefcent ar- 
rangement of the paffions. We are certainly too 
prone to be unmindful of benefits^ and to fwell, with 
cenfurable ingenuity, even to a gigantic ftature, the 
flls of life. 

The jaundiced eye will create the hue that does not 

in fa(5l exift ; fources of tormenting anxiety, to the 

xnurmuring and ungrateful man, will grow thick upon 

every bough, while a mind habituated to a retrofpedt 

of its privileges and exemptions, will gather, from the 

feme tree, fruits of the moft meliorated and delicious 

flavour. I can hardly conceive of an affli<ftion fo 

complicated, as to drive upon the tumultuous waves 

of de4>air, the fpirit upon which fortitude hath im- 

prefTed its image. 

The firmly virtuous man will induftrioufly feek the 
nicans of confblation ; whest ftripped of all elfe, he 
• Jill float buoyant upon the ftrong plank of refolution ; 
he will revert to the good which is paft ; he will re- 
'^^mber the fluftuating fcenes of the prefent ftate ; he 
^ re(;ollea the charadler of the Sovereign Difpofer 
Pf evenu ; and he will poflefs light fuflficient to fhapc 
^s weather-beaten prop, even upon the tracklefs deep. 
But how often sire thefe proper and dignified exertions 
^.cverfed I The mind which is debilitated by enervat- 
^Si>urfuits aad irrational hcmsp which hath formed 

'^^ the 
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tbe mod eWated efthnatton of r^x xrttm de/erti, 9^ 
."which hath confequendy plumed its expedlatioh to the 
higbeft pitch ; fudb a^mindy even in the midft. of tht 
moft happy arrangement| finds itfetf a prey to difap- 
pointtnent aiid cS^ft ; thcmgh fmtoutKled by alnoioft 
every enjoyment, its feelings are .galled, -^itd it experi- 
ences all ik9 di£)grfeables of fati^y ; a firanger to 
xnoderation, and Qnbleft by co&ten^»eniit» -atthough 
^marked by fuccefs, and crowned by die ecSmpktion c^ 
-many hopes, -it is, neverthelcfs, langnlihing under the 
domination ^Tnmtnuring inquierade ; often it^cciifes 
its God. of injuilice ; and it b frequently found exclaim- 
'ing — " If I am not, in future worlds, to be reJ^Tdei, 
For my fuiFerings in this, it Avould have been better I 
had never known a being ! '* 

We do in}uftice to ourfelves, when/we fiipmely de- 
clare, that all this is wholly conftitutional 5 diat it de- 
pends merely upon the mechanifm of the mind ; send 
that perfons are bom with a yielding, equal, and dieer- 
ful difpofition, or with a refra<ftory, peevifh, ungratefbU 
and gloomy temper of foul : This general affcrtdon 
may be convenient for the indolent ; but thofe whd 
affiduoufly cultivate the virtues, and endeavour to ex* 
terminate the offending propenfities, which together 
grow in the foil of their own feofoms, while thcyallott 
fomething to nature, will alfo acknowrledge,, that mtidl 
depends upon the unwearied and uniform exertions, 
which it is certainly incumbent Upon every child cf 
mortality to make. 

If the phyfiognomift jiiftly delineated Ae mind of 
Socrates, as that incomparable phflofopher a^res tiff 
he did* we are thus fumiflied with an iilnflrious proof 
of the ineftunable acquirements which depend upo0» 
and are produced by, the adminifh^tion of resdoJi. 
la truth, there is a fweet pliability in the mind of 
man, which can famiKarize it even vndi fovrovr ; ac- 
conunodating and acqniefcent, eufipm habituates and 
almoft reconciles us to grief; we bend beneath the 
burfting ftorm ; and though, with the elegant and ex- 
quifitely fu£)eptible nfienia^ we may **fthigH^e hm 

fatkof 
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pathos to thepajpng gale^'* yet, becoming experimentally 
acquainted with the charms of melamholy^ we fhall not 
fail> with that beautiful and plaintive mourner^ to gem 
our fbrrows with a brightening tear. 

A friend of mine was once in pofleffion of affluencey 
furrounded by friends ; he feemed the favourite of 
fortune ; and it was fuppofed, that the means of em- 
bracing his utmoft wifhes refted wholly with himfelf ; 
yet vexatious inquietude feemed the motto of his life ; 
and a prey to chagrin, amid his ample endowments, 
he hardly ever tailed the felicity of a tranquil mo- 
ment i But my friend, by various accidents, was 
reduced to a ftate of penury ; and I have, in that fit- 
nation, heard him declare without the fmalleft appear- 
ance of affedation, even when the laft morfel he could 
command was produced upon his fcanty board, that, 
he feJt contented and grateful, experiencing that ac- 
quiefcence in the allotments of Providence, and diofc 
agreeable anticipations of futurity, to which he had 
been a ftranger, in thofe days which had been regard- 
ed as the' ^poch of his profperity. 

In fa6t, it is amid the clouds which adverfity throws 
around the child of mortality, that the efforts of the 
mind are called forth, and that all the energetic pow- 
ers of the foul are formed to adlion \ and it is alfo ir- 
refragably true, that heart-felt enjoyments depend al- 
together upon the cultivation of a philanthropic fpirit^ 
upon cherifhing fentiments of general complacency in 
the economy of Deity, in ourfelyes and others, and iu 
thus embodying (if I may fo exprefs myfelf) die vir- 
tues of the^mind. 

I have at this moment my eye upon two gentl»» 
men, whom I have perfonally known almoft from 
their infancy ; they are the fons of one man and 
woman ; their education was the fame ; their hopes 
and fears were fimilar ; and they commenced the ca- 
reer of bufinefs with like eilabliihments, like advan- 
tages, and like expe Nations. 

Early in life they were both united to deferving 
l^iualesp to females apparently of their choice ; and 

!N they 
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they were thus famiflied with every i|ficitenient to- vim 
tuous perseverance ; ^hile the avenues to rational ea^ 
jo}'ment were thrown open before theni) and the traa* 
quillity of their days feemed infnred* 

For fomc time, fortune, liberal- of her fevours, a&d 
the part of an impartial parent, diftributing her emol. 
umcnts with an equal hand ; but her various diipofi- 
tions at length predominating, the- ^milkude of bee- 
Operations was no more. * 

Placidius, the cldeft of dioie gentlemen, experienced 
her frowns ; the tide of fuccefs began to^ turn; mif. 
fortunes fncceeded each other ; and withoot the ihad^ 
ow of a reafon, upon which to ground the fmalleft iza- 
peachment of his integrity, or a fmgle circumftancet 
upon which even malevolence could call in qiae^ii 
his abilities, he, beheld his affairs irretrievably embar* 
raffed, his beft laid plans fruftrated, aiid himfelf advan-^ 
cing rapidly to that ftate of rnfolVency, v«bich his upr 
right foul, glowing with a juft and hi^fen^e^proiif- 
ity, deprecated as a mod aggravated evfl. Graduafijr 
the means of bufmefs vanimediout of his hands 5 hi& 
ftock in trade was no more ; and even the conunodfious 
manfion, which witli much ingenuity and tafte, thovglt 
with a pfoper attention to frugality, he-had reared> with 
the hope that it would Itill remain in his faimly, evca 
this habitation became the property of his cxtditon^i 
' Placidius had ever expreffed a great defire to per- 
petuate himfelf in his Kneal defcendants .; and this -nat- 
ural wifh, might in him be defignated as Jiis ^^Ij^g 
pitlHon ; but many revolving feafons. paifed, erePlacU' 
dius hailed the accomplifiiment of his wifhes in this r«A 
pe6t ; and when at laft; his Matilda prefented him with 
her firll l>orn fon, the chalice of joy which he bad%but 
lifted to liis lips, was dalhed from his grafp* by the- 
fudden death* of an infant, upon whofe Iktle fbnn the 
tracies of longevity feemed infcribed. For this ftroJw 
he was wholly unprepared ; and, to complete his ca^ 
alogue of evils, liis bofom friend, his long loved, aurf 
eyer eftetmed Matilda — even at a life fo precious^ the 
hing of terrors tgo furely aimed his miffive (heft* ! the 

icy 
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fcy diixts ol Mufged fortvnv found their way to the vi*. 
t^ Ibneamof life, axui, trongealimg the puqxk flow, the 
virtiious and accoxnpliiiied Matilda k^»s numbered with 
As ^ead. ^ 

Placidiiis now {ck as a man 4 his reafon was the 
fcifctt; and the hout which rcfbored this regent to her 
accitftomed operations, only gave h«r to witRefs the 
mdanoholy void in a miad which had once been the 
ieat of expe^Slatiofcu bland and cheering, and which had 
been erariched by every white winged hc^, which 
wi^trtde ^ootdd aiitholrife. Recolk<a«Mi, gloomy rccol- 
ie^on tetOmed ; dreadM was the contraft with the 
/a^, which^ die prcfatt exhibited ! Placidius ihrunk 
from the view ; his heakh beoanie the facri&cs, and 
fcjr «ia&y mondi« he ^feemed t6 languifh through all 
l^e difereot ftiages of a .gradual and unyielding de- 
<^Be^ Fordmde, however, was at laft triiunphant ; 
a calm and rational tranquillity fiacceeded the fub- 
fiding tumults which had agitated his foul. The 
reftoration of the health, of Placidius^ was the happ^ 
eonie^uence of this change \ and he reflected as be« 
«une a man, a philofopher, asid a reltgionifl:. 

Fottcne, too> fo for relented ai to put it in the power 
ef Platidius to reirnhnrfe his creditors ; and he waj9 
mir^efted vith the meaass of procuring for himfelf ^ 
ccnsipetency. it is true the fpkndoar of his former 
-frfsSfitCc^ can never be reftorcd ; btit Pkicidius is con* 
♦ewted. « i caBMitrt:," faid he the other day, ** regard 
Kf€ fts aiir«vil : I tfb^old be moil ungrateful, did I not 
eiwn, ilist CO toe it hath been mx>re fruitful of pleafure 
&an of )»dn. It muH be eonfbflfed, that for a time I 
ttlfit beneath the a;|potu£ing firdke ; f<)r a tim^e I wa9 
IH^iBtoiiedl it is true that the blaftingof thofc pre* 
fMi|>t«0«s hopres, "which I had arrogamty formed for 
liie meridiaii of my days, rendered sie beyond ex<- 
fV«ffioh xniferaye 5 but my youth was fercnely hap- 
py ; J&r a^re^ i&$i^ of time i enjoyed the moft pleaf- 
ine profpeds ; aiftd though I have kid the wife of my 
Mfott la the grave, yet delicious are the tears which 
I flew Ihed to her tnenicry ; and in the faireft pages 

01 
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of retention^ are treafured up the days, months, and 
years, during which I partook with her the highefti 
ftate of felicity, which can fall to the lot of mortality, 
which can be experienced this fide that paradife of the 
bJefTed, where I (hall again meet the virtuous com- 
panion, in whofc faithful bofom I repofed the fondeit 
hopes and wilhes of which my being was capable | 
where I fhall be reunited to a Matilda ever bloomings 
ever immortal — united too, by ties which will be then. 
indifToluble. And though no fon or daughter will gem. 
my parting moments with a filial tearj yet the familyt 
of mankind is wide, the children of my adoption are. 
many — ^from one fource we originated,.andjny hofoat 
feels and owns the great fraternity. 

For Agetius, the brother of Placidius, we need 
Icarce do more than reverie the pidurc. In one even- 
tide of prolperity his commercial tranfadions hav& 
glided on ; or if a trifling lofs hath fontetimes origin^ 
ated a cloud, his fubfequent gains, byprefenting abun- 
dant compenfation, hath fpeedfly dilfipatcd it : As a 
merchant he is eftablifhed ; his trade is lucrative ; eve- 
ry year enriches him ; he hath lately completed aa 
elegant dwelling ; and the amiable and gentle Anna 
flill remains the focial partner of his days. His fovi^ 
and dauffhter poflefs pleafmg exteriors, and improving 
minds ; he hath educated ■ them agreeably to plans 
which he deliberately formed, and they will loon take 
rank with the firft young people of their circle. Age- 
tius hath ftiU poflefled an uninterrupted courie of 
health ; and no perfon can recoUeA any ferious miP 
fortune which, as an individual, he hath been called 
to fufFer — ^yet Agetius always appears anxious, and. 
even perturbed ; he feems fearful left you Jhould fuppofs hint 
enjoying a fingle good—^hQ will not acknowledge a tran— 
quil moment—" no one can fo luell fay *ivhere the-Jh^ 
pinches^ as him ivho ivears it,' is an adage frequentl 
in his mouth ; and he fometimes paflionately declare 
that he willies he had never been born ! 

I faid that I conceived fuch manifeftatlons of i 
gratitude peculiar to man f and furely, as far as 
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Philanthropy, I know thy form divine^ 

Godlike benignity and truth are thine ; 

A citizen of the wide globe thou art, 

BxpnnHve as the univcrfe thy heart ; 

Yet ftill to tlwc, the fttfitrei* i{» mod de^r, 

Aad o*er his woes thou dropp'it the pitying tear. 

LTHOUGH I have conceived a very high idea 
of the aneient and time honoured inftttutionj 
tl^is the boaft of that refpedable fraternity, the 
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ea& obiervc, the children of mftin^ £ul i&ot to €^j4j tMl 
good whidh they pofTefs. * ' 

In tile early days of Placiditrs and Agetins theif \ 
mmds difcovercd, to ccmimon obfer^ation, tid elFen* '\ 
Gal difference. One remark I have however gleaned » \ 
AgcthiS} i?»^hen a boy, attempted not to reitrain ft 
bsmghty, ciioleric and unreafon&ble ambition, v/hich 
anignt be common to both ; and his little heart fwclki' i 
wkh indignation, as often as he encountered a fuperi- \ 
or, 4a any of thofe advantages, which are calculated \ 
to captivate the inexperienced eye- Upon thcfe occa* \ 
fions, his brother was ever at hand, to prefent the mir- '\ 
ror of reafon ; and he hath often been heard to fay— ' 
•• Tum^ my dear Agetius — turn thine eyes to the mul- \ 
titn<le bclorw thee, and from thence let thy^ comparifons 1 
be raifed ; afpite not to fnch dangerous heights, but ' 
learn to eftimate properly thy own exemptions, thy 
0wn privileges, and to cultivate complacency in that 
kappy mediocrity which is allotted thee." 

Placidius early habituated himfelf to commune witi* 
kis own heart ; he had a ferious turn, and was fond of 
Hfefisl information ; he endeavoured to moderate hi» 
defires, and to entwine, nuit/) every arrangement , the blefi- 
Jtngi *fami&nt7nent ; he aimed at regulating his pafilons^ 
at obtaining a due fubordination in the intelledual fyf* 
tein > and his plan was, to reduce every movement o^ 
ftis iiOJ^f and every acfHon of his life, to the domination 
tf re€tfiMy irradiated by genuine religion. 
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Free and Accepted Mafons ; yet, with all due deference 
to the worfhipAil brethren, and with the moft profound 
veneration for thofe occult myfteries, which have re- 
mained inexplicable to fo many ages, I take the liber- 
ty to confefs, that I have not been altogether pleafed 
with one or two. prominent features in this wonderful 
order. The firft whicH I IKaU point out, (which is^ 
I confefs, the leaft commanding) is the contradted fpirit; 
which their practice not feldom evinces in the irrational 
partiality they difcover to men of their own defcHption ;. 
whereas, if the advantages of a brother are as great as? 
is infinuated, an unnvorthy mafon fhould take rank in: 
the lowefl grade of mankind. 

. I know that mafons make very pompous profeflion» 
of philanthropy, and that the broad expaniive glow^. 
the ties which bind the univerfal brotherhood, is full 
often the theme of their ledhires. " Upon the unalter* 
able region of nature," fay they " our mod ancient 
and honourable fraternity is eilabliihed. As this can. 
never be invalidated, difannulled,, or made void ; ib 
neither can the obligations that render this cxteniive. 
fociety indiflbluble ever be abolished or in the fmalleft; 
degree violated by fuch as walk in the light of mafon-- 
ry. They that occupy thefe manfions of truth, unity 
and joy, which the royal craft has furnilhed iorfocial. 
delight, may as well annihilate themfelves, a$ by the 
leafl oblique dire^ion to deviate from the. {quare o£ 
integrity, in any imaginabh ratio to dimimjh the circle of 
benevolence ; or in the fmalleft inftance to fail of laying 
righteoufnefs to the line, and judgment to the pluxa* 
met." 

All this is very fine ; and if realized, it would in- 
deed prove the magnificent theatre of firaplicity, 
which they boafl: they are employed in rearing, to be 
founded in the moil fplendid region of the orient beam ; 
and we might in truth expe<5t to fee, in real cbaraEiers 
upon this my fterious flags ^ all the graces and virtues that 
blefs and adorn human nature* The exhibitions upon this 
theatre nvo'tild douhtlefs infpire the mofl rapturous compia' 
cency ; and the behQlder ioiiU nc^ but rejoice ^ as he marhi, 

tie 
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'the kindred firedms of devotion and philanthropy^ refrejhing 

the gardens of paradifiy and reinftating mankind in that 

felicity for which the race *vjas firji created^ and to nvhicA 

it is ajferied the royal la^ws of mafonry are infallibly caU 

culatedto rejhre them-: But rhaplody apart ; who docs 

not knew, that example hath ever- taken the lead, in 

point of utility y of the faireft precepts^ Yet I repeat that 

the appropriation of benefits to a fele£i party i is not that 

commanding or diftinguifliing trait in the craft o£ 

"wluch I principally complain ; for it is und&ubtedlf. 

true, that although this exclujive difpofition is very 

confpicuouflf marked in the condu^ of the aflbciatea 

of the Lodge, it is not, however, peculiarly mafonic ; 

fince it more or lefs charadterizes every detached bodyf 

of men, pervading even the moft liberal codes, and 

.thrufting its forbidding front into every congregated 

ibciety, enlightened combination^ or fe^ of benevo-f 

lence. 

But the gramd difcrimiiiatirig peculiarity which I 
have. particularly in view, and which I have regarded 
as objcdkwnable, is that impenetrable veil of fecrecy^ 
they affe^ to draw over their proceedings. Reafon# 
difengaged from the thin bandeau, with which they^ 
aflay to hoodwink her, naturally interrogates — li the 
ixvftitution conlifts with reftitude, and is replete with 
that falutary influence- attributed thereto, why limit 
its operations within fuch narrow bounds ? Why cir* 
ciimfcribe# either by compafs or fquare, the progrefa 
of genuine utility ? Wh v aot throw open the doors to 
kiveftigatien ? Why not freely communicate? and^ 
unlocking the treafury of knowledge which they may 
have .accumulated, encourage thofe, whofe abilities 
are adequate; to new light their lamps at a flame {o 
refulgent and fo unextinguifhable ? Who can fay* 
what fuch an ev^nt might produce ; what flowers 
might fpring «p ; what fcientific difcoveries might be 
jmade, if, like that impartial orb whofe face of fire dec- 
orates and dignifies the mafonic infignia, the lights 
tfiey have obtained, were to become generally diffunve, 
extending their genial countenance, and pov/erful pat? 
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r^nage to tlie znsritoridiiES of evciy age^^, «nd defcr^ 
iMn ? Thus lEper reaibn. And iKcMdd sitdbmc ibpcnon- 
Cf be oace none urged ; fbovld k hc^ as heretdfoiic» 
fl^ia ^Jkxtedf tiiat tne myfieiies of tkt royed eruft air 
bx) ikcxied for the cinc<»ifecrated or vu%ar eye ; hetij 
truths mhkh ought to he the r^esfffeecb^ as nveil ets m5io»^ 
mmd every frincifleoffr^£tmp^cencyy,nxibichh confijfidfy 
0aincideift juM ieneideme, vnVL tAmOl at the T^ry ideSL 
of fiibfcribiag to a conceHxon fo humiliatiag ; aiid tiie 
atrocious ideviations and paucity of Intnxmc worth, or 
a^ppainesit re^c^l)3lity> fometimes eiliihited in the char- 
a^er c£ the free amd acceded mafony will look imh a. 
very unfriendly afpe<^ upon. every attempt to hafiot? 
his perfon. 

Perhaps, in tl]»s levelling age, which Ibems t» be 
A&airked as- the era for -dedroying aB arrogant dtiftmc- 
tioQSy the period is not far diftant ^rhkh may thvotr 
down every feparating barrier, which may annihilate 
every ^ridocratic elevation, and. the tctrn^ 'owrjhif/ul 
and right worJhfp/U may ibund as difcordant upon the 
deraocral»c ear of knowledge, as that of monarch) 
pxince, pr doke, upon the auditory nerve ©f the politi- 
cal hero. The literary or the malbnic world may hear 
die voice o£ liberty ; in the empire, of arts a. Thaxna» 
Paine may arife ; and we may chance to hear of a Wife* 
nmnt grajtd maflery who may then he content to relin- 
qttifh this high founding title, for a more humble aitd 
•qual appellation 5 the avenues to thcf goal of wifdom^: 
being .widely expanded, prc*xientS of every defcrip- 
tion may throng her ample courts, and to every, 
member of the inental CommofrweaUhy the road to lite- 
rary honours may be alike open. 

Bat, to be ferious — for in fadV, while tHii» ei^gaged 
m. the routine of my occupation, I have, almoft without 
defign, wandered through the gate of an eacloftrre, . 
which the owner* have been careful to guard from 
t^e approaches of every Gleaner, and at which it wad 
my purpofe but barely to glance ; I confefs, that iii 
thus triSing, I appear rather the inconfiderable idler, 
than that tureful and pains taking being, who is m,-* 

dultriouily 
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duftriouflj eznployedy in honeftlj acquiring the means 
of fupporting his pretenfions to either a natural or 
literary exiftcnce ; but the defultory fugitive, of necef^ 
Gty eccentric, is feldom heidde his vocation ; and while 
I beg pardon for an. attempt to fcale an interdided 
wall, I will endeavour to recover my path, to that fair 
field, to which, in the beginning of this efTay, I had 
intended to Ihape my courfe. 

But before I proceed . a. fingle ftep further, I will 
prefent.the reader with a moft. excellent letter, which 
carries its authenticity, upon its very face ; and which, 
as I am ti^uly {blicitous for his. entertainment, I very 
ilncerely wiflt may be produftive of as much genuine 
iatisfkiflibn and heartfelt pleafujre to him, or even U ber^ 
SIS it afforded me ; although I muftcOwn, it was the a^ 
fociation of ideas it originated in my bofom, that gave 
xne to leap thofe hedges>. which have ferved, from th« 
days of the cafth buiider in jParadife,,even .unto the preA 
enc timey as the ancient hoxkn6sLi\Q%<i{ difelf created or der^^ 

I think, however, I fhall not again, even by tfee fai^ 
unating charm of philanthropy, be betrayed intQ 
walks, which have been fo. feldom trod, except by the 
hallowed feet of the dofe and uncommunicative pron 
prietors* 

Yet, notwitliflanding its influence over my condu(3:, 
ihi^fa^is contained in the letter, merit the pleafed ad- 
miration of every feeling heart : Here follows a faith«> 
fill copy thereof. 

Ti/iJtf Glean BHi 

Cape-Cod, Harwich,, May x6, 17 ^3«- 

HOWEVER little you may be known in the me- 
tropolis of Maffachufetts, you will find by this addrefs* 
that your fame hath reached one of her remote depen- 
dants, and that you are at leaft read in the good town 
of Harwich. 

It is not my defign to retail the various opinions 
fotxa^d. of your writmgs in this place, nor even to ex-, 
preis ^y own fentimezits thereof ; for I have been, foe 

many * 
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mtUKf-yesct^i'xn iyrtconcikable enemy to the taftcan df 
prai^mg a nuati to His face ; nay, I have not to diarge 
myfelf, fince I could write nun, with any thhng Hk^ 
«dulatkm, even to a woman, whofe imderiixncfciRg 1 
h^LVt conceived one tenth part of a degi^e above pkv^ 
No, Mt. Gkaaner, nothing of all this ; and had yo« 
b«en ten times move excellent than you are^ thoi\gh I 
ihould have continued readmg y^ti vnch much avidit^y^ 
)F€ft, had I not su communication to Inake^ iniiicii I 
kave long with mnch im|^atienqe es^e^d te &e iS^ 
mg ifpom the fr^% and which I thitfL w«tl %aFe». 
snoft tnerttortoirf^y, in the afnnals of benevt^lesice,'— -m^:* 
fien would hafve ftill continmed domaant* 

Iiegavc4fng ycm as a maiii In wiioie UKiitnl oolRpo« 
Mom the mS^io'f >h«»ittn ftindnefs re^ii«bsitiy flows^. 
I iiave for ^femeiDDiLths formed tdne d»6gn of iifitertng 
my Mttle inftTathre'co public view, tiirodi^ t^echsmnd 
of yo«r papa* $ bttt dbierving you enga^ged m a regU'^ 
)kr dktaM, i have waited imtii y<m have conduced 
yMr -acoouatto a convenient pauie y not thinking it 
proper, or^ e^n ^entertaining a wifh, to infterropt you^ 
an the >nMA of fbe^i tntereitiiig'Occnit^nces ; bat leara- 
iRg by yoar laft nnsfiber, which I peri»fed a hw even* 
hugs fince, that yotr have for the prefei\t fufpended 
f&m domeftic i!betches, and wiibhig vex^ fincerely, 
thaft yo«r Marganst^a mstj fig^ure as pleailngly in tibb 
allara^ber <ff a maftron, as fke has in that of a daughi«rt 
I haften to execute my purpofe,.left I (hotdd not beiBn 
time lor an exhihition in the prefent month*. 

I experience not the fmalieft apprehenfion, that the 
«»ecdote I am aboot to fiimiih, will be viewed by the 
general eye as trivial or indifferent. The f(M period 
k art ieagdi arriTed, when the intereifts of humanity are 
pi^etty well underfood ; and whatever circumftaace 
coQtr^ntes to throw down the barrieris, which have fb- 
long divided the common and extended family of mas^ 
hind into fedions, circles, or parties, will, I have n^ 
ioobn^ be avowed its full {>roportk)n of merit. Well, 
ktt as fona are a wife man, I take it for granted yoa 
a^ a9t a lover of prolix e3oordiam;5; aodai lamte^ 
% fibk 
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inile that it is very, ill jtt%ed« to render tlie ^flttenTitrnt 
9^ tlie postal more fpacious than the'buEding^. I ihsdl 
therefore come immediately to the point* 

Captaiii^ MayileW) a Tery worthy and rdTpedabla 
id^bifiant of this to^m> and w1k> is alio a navigator of 
eoBfiderabl'e metit, hath for fome time been employed 
io the whale fifhery^ by Captain David 'Bearee, a very 
n^e^l sHid- ^nterprifing m^nrhanti in the town of 
^loucefter, ceinmof^ called C^pe*Ann. He was 
laSidy on his retttm from a whaling voyage, which liad 
i^een nncommonly prolonged, finking under a fcurvy 
ef a iBoft aiarming and diltredkig nai»re« That truly 
illockmg t^order^ fo a£li^ing in its oonfeqnences to 
-the hardy fons of the -ocean, feizing him widi every 
kidicaiion of a fatal termination, he was reduced to 
tlie rood deplorable fituation ; the feamen too^ were 
aH' languiHring under the melancholy ei^6s of tlwa 
4ielMlitating and mtnd afEe^ing malady; and there 
-was handly ability left with a fmgle man, to dtfcharge 
the duties winch were abfolutely nece^Esiry to their 
common exiftence- Ciaptain Mayhew was deftitutc of 
every thing, which CQuld be confidered as a fpecific. 
In thi« cruel dili^aie ; and the failed or di^ed meat, 
wlHCh they were obliged to fptrallow, hourly add^ to 
tfee evil, gave it the molt fnglitfftl appearaace* l&w, 
in effe<ft difabled, he was reduced to the neccflSty of. 
p«it^g into the Ifland^ef St. Helena. 

Ms the lAand- of St^ Hekna is a domain of the 
BHt^ crovtFii» and* as Captaib Mayhew was a fubj«db 
df an- AcKierican republic, fo recently efteemed a rebel* 
lions,- and^-no<w^ a. difinembered^ tetritory, the probabil- 
itf was tliat liie rights of hofpitaltty ixrouid be but 
Jfat*mgfy ererci&d' toward feim ; and^ it was cn:¥ly tile 
urgency rfhis condkio», that- detewninedihim ;to *^ 
f<0r ^eoar. to ib queiftloxiiafble a poi«« 

It hapt>eRed<fbr^ Axne time previous (to the anMI o£ 
Captain Mayhew at St» Helenai that the ffcrtiliBing 
fton^^erslmd beenmthheld, andthe infufferabie Maze ^ 
dity, fo geniad when qualffied by thet^ blwid^adlHifnill 
i nfcu i^e» now • fpts^^A- o¥€r the^istee -of Mivre a Adm 

eiung 
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fcious that he is amply repaid by the feelings of his 
own heart for every benevolent a<5lion, poiTeiTeth too 
much integrity to accept a fecond recompenfe ^ and 
I have only fervidly to wifii, that the Comeille's, and 
the Brooks's, of every age and country, may ftill find 
themfelves, ^om fo rich and exhauftlefs a fource^ re« 
imburfed for every humane and benign interpofition. 
It feemed as if Capt. Mayhew, who was Jftill in z 
degree enfeebled by the effeifis of his diforder, had ob- 
tained the particular patronage of fome powerfully 
propitious invlfible, whofe agency was employed ia 
caufing the fons of philanthropy to pafs in review be- 
fore him. As he proceeded in his courfe, crofCng the 
equator, he met with feveral European fhips, making 
their homeward pafTage from a Weft-India voyage. 
Ry the commander of one of thofe fhips, who was 
a defc aidant of the Gallic nation, (and right forry 
am I, good Mr. Gleaner, that I cannot give you his 
nzme) he was hailed, who finding him a iuflFerer from 
a malady fo comirion to feamen in long voyages, moft 
gencroufly infifted on his accepting wines, cordials, 
vegetables, and live ftock, to a very confiderable 
amount ; and when Capt. Mayhew ventured juft to 
hint at the propriety of his receiving fbme kind of 
ccmpcnfatioii, t/?(s humane Frenchman nobly, liberally* 
and in the true fpirit of ctdevant French politenefs, 
replied, " Pardonez mol^ Monjteur ; my whole ihip 
and cargo, were they neceflary to your relief, ihould, 
I afTure you, be at your fervice." 

What ti'uly complacent fenfattons, muft gladden 
the expanded heart, as it contemplates remote indi- 
viduals, defcendants of the fame flock, when acciden- 
tally colkdcd, thus benignly encaged in the exercifc 
of good offices ; thus bene voleritly contributing to the 
relief of their fellow mcn^ But, Sir, I invade not 
your province ; many a fcattered refledlion you will 
dcubtlefs glean ; while I, fatisfied- with having publifh- 
ed this teftlmony of the gratitude of my townfinan, 
Capt. Mayhew, and with an attempt, to the utmoft 
pf iriy poor abilities, to do juftice to characters, which, 

by 
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by the divine influence of general munificence, wew 
truly ennobled, — fliall content myfelf with afluring 
you, that I very ardently wilh the fuccefs of your lit- 
erary career, and that I am your conftant reader, 

ROB^ERT AmITICUS. 

Philanthropy i I knotsi thy form divine — eflencc of be- 
nevolence, gem of uncreated luftre, originating irom, 
and eflentially dcfirgnating the chara<5ler of Deity ! 
It is ihou who can humanize and dignify the mind 
upon which thou deigneft to glance ; in every radiant 
walk we trace thy agency y. thy being is celeftial, and 
thy adminiftratton vnVL continwe coeval with the exift- 
ence of that great Firft Caufe, whofe beneficent attri- 
bute thoa art- 
Spirit of energetic influence J with fublime joy I 
mark thy falutary courfe ; the face of mifery brightens 
at thy approach 5 the pallid cheek of ficknefs is tinged 
by a momentary fUiih of pleafure ; the icy hand of 
penury iufpends its operations $ melancholy gladdens 
in thy prefence ; and the fons and daughters otforrow, 
mingling their meliorated voices, eialt the dulcet fong 
of gratitiKie j charity,, white rob'd datighter of heaven ! 
beneficence, liberal benevolence, genial humanity, and 
every fecial virtue, thefe all compofe thy train, and 
follow where thou leadeft* 

Thy delight is in the happfnefs of mankind ; thou 
credeil no land-mark ; difiindions, if we except thofe 
of virtue, are unknown to thee ; and the propitious 
cxpanfion of thy wifhes, not circumfcribed by fe^, age, 
country, or even iex, know no other bounds than thofc 
which encircle the one grand, vaft, and coUedled family 
of human nature. The features of thy feraphic coun- 
tenance are not pecvdiarly mafonic. Pagan, Hebrew, 
Jewifh, deidical, or Mahometan ; and while thou ex- 
pcrienceft a rational predilection for the growth of 
merit, in every foil, thou bendeft with mild equality 
and companionate benignity upon the world of man- 
J^hid; thou marked, with enkindling rapture, the 

progrefe 
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progrefs of* knowIe%e ; thou aflifleft to unbind the 
ihackles of fuperftitron ; thou aflayeft, vnth prompt 
alacrity, to level the promontories of arrogance, to* 
exalt the lowly vallies ; to make the rough places 
fmoothy and the crooked ftraight ; and thou rejoiceft 
to behold the emancipated and expanding mind. 
Thou adopteft not the error, which reprefehteth^^//«/W 
iftfirmation as admintftering to the domination of for- 
row ; but folly perfuaded of the progreffive and ulti- 
mately happy deftination of the creature man, thou-^ 
art apprized of the eligibility and propriety of his 
qualifying himfelf, in this, his novitiate, for the ilill. 
higher grades, to which he ihall afcend. But, while 
thine eyes beam unirfual effulgence at the advancement 
of enlightened reafon, thou haft a tear ready fOr the 
fons and daughters of ignorance, and thou difpofeft 
the heart to conuniferate the fufferer, of whatever 
defcription. 

Sovereign alleviator of human wocsl penetrated with 
a glow of ineffable complacency, I behold thee amid 
thy fplendid career ; thou obfervdLtliC-Vi<*tiln of adi 
vcrfity, and thou ftoppeft not to examine his local fit- 
uation, his complexion, the mental arrangement of his 
•ideas, or the faihion of his garment-} it is fufficient lor 
'thee, that he is bowed down by afBidion, and that bfe 
is a branch of that family, which an all-wife Regulator 
hath placed as probationers upon this earth ; immedi- 
ately thou originateft a plan for his relief, and tboa 
art bleifed in an exadl ratio as thou ait fuccefsfol. 

The children of indigence are thy peculiar care, and 
tioneft poverty is ever fure of thy pitying eye and \hy 
extricating hand 5 thou entereft, witli corre^ and equat 
faint at ions y the hut of penury ; thou allo*weftfbr the feelings 
of the necejfitous ; thou approachefi the poor ivith refpe^^ 
and ivith the utniofl delicaey thou art found adminiftering 
to their *wants ; the dignity of human nature is never- 
degraded by thee ; and man^ made in the image af his 
{Creator y hotvever depreffed^ or finking under a variety of 
adventitious tvils^ faileth not to command thy veneration* 

The 
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The bofom which is thy domain, is always awake 
to the bland effulions of tendenlefs, all thy purpofes 
are liberal ; nor doft thou content tliyfelf with the 
.theory of good, for to the ennobling pra<ftice of uni- 
form munificence, thou art itill found ilimulating thy 
votaries. 

Bleft genius of benevolence ! thy dominion fhall ulti- 
mately become a univerfal dominion ; every malevolent 
paffion fhall flee before thee, and the falutary efFe<as of 
thy extenfive operations Ihall i/Tue in the eftabliihment 
of general harmowf and never ending felicity* 
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Where'er the maiden Indnjiry appears^ 
A thrifty contour every obje(St wears- f 
And when fair Ord^r with the nymph combine^ 
Adjufls, dtrecSts, and every plan deigns, 
Then Independence fills her pecrlefs feat, 
And, lo ! the matcMeft tria is compkte. 

I HAVE fometfrnes' been induced to think, after a 
ferious attempt to inveftigate the caufes which 
bave operated in the produdion of fo many needy de- 
pendents of both fexes, upoa the bounty of, or civil 
requifitions made upon, the more fuccefsful, fyftem- 
atic or induftrious members of the community ; that 
the origin of this prevalent evil may generally, with 
a very few exceptions^ be traced to that luxuriant 
fource of folly, an unwarrantable, and irrational kind 
of pride, or falfe notions of gentility. Parents, in a 
certain line, either educate their fons with a view to 
one of the three learned profeffions, to a purfuit of the 
£n&arts, or, apprenticing them to the merchant, or 
learfartng adventurer, conceive they have placed them 
ki the road, which will moft probably terminate in 
crowning them with opulence and refpei^ability. 

It is tmdoubtedly for the intereft of fociety, that a. 
cwifiderable proportion of our young people fhouli 

O2 be. 
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be thus appropriated ; but when it becomes evident 
that any particular department » overftocked, a wife 
father ought certainly to turn his attentioa to thoie 
branches of bufinefs, which, by being Jeis occupiedy 
give the youthful candidate a faker chance o£ pofie^ 
ing himfelf of that competency, which *is fo neceSsof 
to the fupporting r^a^ dignity of charadler. Bat gen- 
tlemen who conftitute the particular grade to wludi i 
advert, look with difdain upon every handicraft occu^ 
pation ; the whole routine of arts mechanic, or, in 
other words, ufeful employments, they regard witb 
fovereign contempt j and they would eileem their fons 
degraded beyond redf mption, if they defignated them 
by any one of thofe callings, which have been appel- 
lated fexYile. I will juft hazard a queftion, rcladve- 
to the propriety of the conjugation, which placesy^rvifc 
as the adjedive of mechanic. Doth not that man bid 
the faireil for genuine independence^ who poileffes in him* 
felf the means, whenever he choofes to call his induA 
trious application into adUon, of fupplying himielC 
rotn from the maa/iii <tf others with the neceflaries of 
life \ And if fo, is not the abpve mentioned (Attempt at 
approximation extremely heterogeneous ? 

Prejudices fo abfurd are particularly ludicrous in ^ 
government, the gepius of which is, to cultivate as. 
jgreat a degree ot equality as will coniift with the 
requisite order and well being of the Commonwealth ;. 
^nd yet* ftranee to tell, perhaps there jsjio p?ut of the 
,v7orld, where tnefe imnatural diilin^ion$,ib humiliating 
rto the mechanic, and fo elevating to the Juppofitiws. 
gentleman, are fo prevalent, or exift more forcibly,, 
tthan in fome of thefe American States ; and, however 
obvious it may be, that the predominating bent, or 
prediledlion, with which nature may have endowed 
the boy, ought to claim fome fhare in the determitiUL- 
iton ; it is, neverthelefs, irrevocably decreed, tnafier^ 
muft be prepared to fill a gentleman like fphere ; and 
though it is very poflible, that not a fhilling of prop- 
erty may be referved for his commencing the career 
of buiinefs ; yet, however behnu a mtdiocrity his talents 

confeffedly 
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cot&St&f arcy his education m^ft be confirmed t^ 
the profpeds which are formed of his future deftination», 
to the ideas v^ich his pareitts have entertained <^ 
/aptffy iff^mtyi gcnUei It/kf 8cc 8cc> During the hours 
of cUldhoody by arrangements the moft in judged, an 
i^ndoe exaltation is cheriflied ; by degrees he becomeSv 
iiabituated to confider himfelf as fuperior to various 
cla&s of his fellow men ; his adolefcence is pafled i]i. 
&ivolous purfuits, and if his maturity is fugine, indo- 
lent, or deftitute of enterprife ; if he wants ^^enius*. 
-which is a eem as rare as eftimable, or evoi i? he is 
unfuccefsfuTy or unfortunate, ^and who does not kxipw 
that jnerit cannot always command its wUhes?) he i$^ 
s>£ neceflityi thrown a ufelefs burden upo^the public. 

I faid the probability was, that thefe unjufttfiable 
pre^udiceSf were noore particularly the growth of the 
Ameiican world, than of any other foil ; and I have 
lui2ai*ded this conje^re, from the comparifon I ha^^ 
beep led to make, between a variety ^faSs that hav^ 
pja&d under 9iy own obfervatipp, and the record^ of 
.oi:lier nations* 

<* A printer i*' faid a. young %ruce coxoomf^^ wha 

Ep0lbly mght have had the honouc \x> ftand be- 
ind a counter, and who was fortuitously juitibk^' 
into the ftage-^ach with Mr. Bachie, as it perjformed 
its tour of duty Uirough a part of PennfyWania-r- 
.«* A printer 1^' and> cfrawing Jumfejf up intp a corner 
^ jUie ydbicle, i^ith, a fuperciUoufi air, he ipai^itjsdned 
j0 qlbftinate filence during the reinainder of a journey, 
vbicb having, previous to his learning tjie occnipatic^ 
of yoimg Sache, conceived, &om hi)» appearance, a 
Ugh idea of his importance^ be had commenced witjh. 
if^gnificant volubiiity ; but he. vras ignorant that he 
yfim whom he journeyed, was the lineal defcendant of 
<he immortal FranWin ; othcrwife, it may fairly be 
inferred, that the eclat of his birtji, might, in the opin- 
ion of this ihperfiqi^ Billy Vamifli, have atoned for 
die ipechanical complexion of bis profeHioUf 

A quondam acquaintance of mine, who is a mej>- 
xhant, not eztiiemely rem^jLj^le for the moderation. 
of lu§ deiures to accumulate gain, was, feme months 

luxce. 
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fince, on the verge of fuffexing rtrj confiderably, from 
the undu€ influence of this very prejudice. He had 
appointed an intelligent young man to the coxnniand 
of a fhip of his, during a lone and intricate voyage. 
It happened, in the courfe of the navigation which the 
Captain was directed to purfue, that he found himjfelf 
neceilitated to put into a port in England, at a diftance 
from the metropolis. A variety of circumftances 
contributed to produce, in the affairs entrufted to his 
care, a very embarraffing and difagreeable event. 
He was compelled to depart full fpeed for London, 
while his fhip continued at anchor in Liverpool. Aa 
honeft gentleman, with whom he had commenced an 
intimacy upon the Albion coad, gave him a letter tfy 
a trunk-maker m the capitaU who, he informed him^ 
was capable of doing him great fervice.. j1 trunk-^ 
maker ! honUi in the name of coimnon fehfi^ fifould a trunk'- 
maker he inftrumental in me^uaiing any important pur^ 
fofe ? A decifion upon the Captain's bufinefs remain- 
ed with the high court of admiralty ; ccu/d- a trunk* 
rftaker influence the determinations of that augiift hdy ^ 
The fuppofition was ridiculous ; it could never obtsdn. 
the fm^left degree of attention in the ferious repSihn^ 
•f an American^ 

The Captain proceeded fyftematrg^y ;- He applied 
to a certain commercial gentleman, well known in 
America, and whofe extenfive exports to this new 
TTOrld, fupply many of our capital dealers with large 
quantities of European commodities : By this refpeda- 
ble auxiliiary, he was introduced to the American con- 
ful refident in Great-Britain, and the moil favourable 
reprefentation that truth could authorife, was mad«. 
The conful, however, ^received him rather roughly 
Fatigued, perhaps, by a multiplicity of applications, 
fte feemed not dUpofed to interpofe his good, offices, ifl 
arder to promote an accommodation of the difficulty? 
ke infiflcd much upoa the ill conduct of American 
feamen, and obferved that if they perfifted in tia^ 
carelcfsly rn-volviag themfelves in ambiguities, and in 
dying in the fece of t&oft adjuftments, which had been 
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legally macky they mtift extricate themfelves as they 
could, or be contented to fubmit to the confequences ; 
and he abf^utely declined addrefling himfelf to the 
l6rds of the admiralty, or the adopting of any contili- 
atory meafure, cxcepft the Captain returned to Liver- 
"pool, and brought with him certain evidence, > or evi- 
dences, which he infifted would be the only proper 
vouchers of his integrity. 

It was in vain that our young' adveixturer remon- 
ibrscted ; that he reprefented the amazing, increafe of 
expenfe, which fuch a journey, and the detcntioa 
of the fbip, would accumulate to his employer j it was 
to no purpofe he fuggefted- the poffibility, that foch an 
«normous expenditure might iiTue in his own ruin.- 
The confui continued unyieldingly obftinate, and the 
iituation of ifhe Captain was truly diftreffing ! The 
ttierchantj to whom he retiflrned to relate the ill fuc^ 
cefs of his application, had exhaufled the utmoft of 
his inflcience, in prefenting him to the confui ; he was 
not particularly known to the officers of the admiral- 
ty, and he. declined any farther inteiCeitnQe nt the 
l)\iiinefs. 

It was <A this moment of cruel anxiety* that the- 
trunk-maker occurred to our fea commander ; y^ the 
idea was the dr^gwrning matn catching at a ftraw ; but 
liaving got, however, htto the «arroweft'^nd*moft dan- 
^rous frith, it might be neceflary he fhould ply his 
oars, if a foli fail wouldnot avail him. He could at. 
Icaft deliver his letter; and in a ftate of vexation, al- 
moft bordering on defpair, he prefented himfelf at the 
door of the trunk-maker, which opened, only not fpott" 
taneoufly, and he found himfelf in a ihop of a fpacious 
and thrifty appearance ; it wp^ fumilhed with a pro* 
Sigxous number of trunks, of various fizes, and differ^ 
ent degrees of elegance; and every arrangement pro- 
claimed the induflrious and ingenious mechanic. All this 
kokedvery 'weHin its place ; but all this j /aid our agitated 
Jfoung man^ is nothing to the purpofi. The mafter work- 
aaan fbon made his appearance, and he regarded the 
faa^gcT with intelligent civility. The letter of intro- 

diiitioa 
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dudlion was produced^ which being pcnifed, the trunk- 
maker with an air o£ true old Englijh kcfpitality^ (hook: 
the fon of Neptune by the hand. ** Walk in. Sir j 
walk in : You have got a little difagreeably entangled, 
and I fuppofe your feeliiiES are all up in; arms. To a 
young man, undifciplined in the fchool of misfortune, 
the firft onfetsof difappointment are. truly painful ; but 
the vicijfit tides oflife are as well calculated to fumiili-a 
rational being 'with hope as luith fear ;. for light as furely 
fucceeds the darknefs^ as the darknefi the light*- Probably 
you may be at a^ lofs. to^ conceive in what manner m.y 
ailjftancc can be orufe to you, and as I am at prefent 
. a little engaged,, if you will throw your eye over thitia 
loofe papers, they may help yoato a clue, which may 
unravel the myilery.." 

The Captain, it will not Be doubted, eagerly availed 
himfelf of this permiflion ; and fo rcg^ulaf was the dif* 
pofition of the diiFerent eHays, which this uncommon 
compting-houie difplayed, that a curfory glance was 
fuificient to evince the literary abilities of the author ;; 
bis confequence to certain perfons high, in office was 
extremely obvious ; and it was apparent that his merit, 
rendering him neceffary to the greats had procured 
hin» free accefs to their private ear, and a confider- 
able degree of influence over their determinations. 

In two days our Captain received an invitation, to- 
dme in a famEy way with the trunk-maker ; and his 
reception at his patron's was marked with an cxpref- 
five fmile> which indicated a happy termination of his 
difficulties. The trunkrinaker had conaerfed nuitb the lords 
in office^ he had made the aecejfary reprefentatkns^ and he 
had obtained explkit and indifputable credentials for 
his client, who having gratefully partook- of a plain, 
fubftantial dinner^ re<flRred with traiiiport his leg^ per- 
mit; and, returning to Liverpool, with a heart glad- 
dened by the joys of emancipation, immediately reim- 
barked, proceeding with all expedition to profecute 
his voyage. 

Was I thefather of afamily, the trunk-maker fHcuTd 
be n^y model \ it would be my wilh to fiinuih the open- 
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ing Teafon of my children with every help which 
might be neceifary to produce them with advantage 
in the career of knowledge : I would aid them to fig- 
ure in the moft polifhed circles ; I would ftimulate 
them to every laudably fplcndid purfuit ; the avenues 
of literature Ihonld be thrown open before them, and * 
they fhould receive as much information as it was in 
my power to procure for them : But as, with all my 
gifts, I Ihould be anxious to endow them with the 
means of obtaining as great a (hare of independence as 
might confift with humanity, I would certainly aim at 
inve/fing them with fome ufeful qualification, which 
XRx^i ierve them in the lajl necejityj as a fund upon 
which they might draw fufficicnt to command the nec- 
efiaries of life. 

But if the male part o{ our American world are, in 
the morning of their lives, too much negleded in this 
refpedl, fcmaXts have abundantly more reafon to com- 
plain. Our girls, in general, are bred up with one- 
particular view, with one moncpclizing confideration, 
w-hich feems to abforb every other plan that reafon 
might point out as \^^orthy their attention : An eftab- 
lithment by marriage ; this is the goal to which they 
arc conllantly pointed, the great ultimatum of every 
arrangement : An old maid^ they are from infancy 
taught, at leaflindiredly, to confider as a contemptible 
being; and they have no other means of advancing 
themfelves but in the matrimonial line. 

Perhaps this is one of the fqurces, from which orig- 
inate the infelicities, too often witnefTed, in wedded 
life ; the young creature, ardent in the purfuit, is fed- 
ubufly employed in difplaying all her accomplifh- 
ments ; fearful that if fhe rcfufdifrthe prefent offer, no 
iiitare fuppliant may advance his fuit ; ihe throws her- 
felf away upon the firfl pretender, though, poffibly, he 
may be very ill calculated to embark with her uporf 
the voyage of life. 

Well, but fhe hath gained her point ; and the pur- 
fuit over, any further efforts vwould be ufelcfs ; ev- 
ery attempt to pleafe is given up j and the confe- 

qucnccs » 
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qiienees which muft follow, are too obvious to need 
the pen of an obferver to point them out. 

I woidd give my daughters every accomplifhment 
which H thought proper ; and, to crown all, 1 would 
€arly accuilom them to:habits of induftry and order: 
ITiey (hould be taught with precifion the art economi- 
csd ; they fliould be enabled to procure for th^mielves ^ 
the necefTaries of life ; independence fhould be placed 
within their grafp ; and I would teach them •* to rev^ 
erence thetnfihes,*' 

Marriage {hould not be reprefettted as xHiMfutfium 
honunzy or as a certain, or even neceffary event ; they 
Ihould learn to r^fpeft a fmgle life, and even to regard 
it as the mqfl eligible^ except a warm, mutual and ju- 
dicious attachment had gained the afcendancy in the 

bofom. 

If they were thus qualified to adminifter by their 
o*u}n efforts^ to their oiun nvantst the probability is, that 
^impreflions of tliis nature, would frequently prevent 
precipitation, and call into exercife that deliberation 
which ought, upon all occafions^ to be the concomitant 
of every important ftep. 

Girls, by the avidity and fnarked dejign of their opi- 
erationSf generally defeat their onxm purpofes. I would 
have the fair minds of young women occupied by 
fchemes of enjoyment, and by modes of living, which, 
depending principally upon themfelves and their not * — 
ural conne^^onsy would involve a greater probability 
fruition. * 

Surely the fituation of that young creature m' 
be very pleafmg, who, by her fweetnefs of di/pofitioi^^^ 
engaging manners, and many accomplifhments, hatSa 
endeared herfelf to tjjp circles in which ihe moves. 
Why fhould contingent events be held up to her vie^r, 
or madp an abfolute part of her expedations ? and if 
h«r hours are paHed in endeavouring to augment her 
little income, whatever it may be, or in cultivatiji£ 
the means which may render her, as an individuaJ, 
fuperior to the caprices of tliofe about her, fhe will 
certainly be lefs likely to look out of herfelf for 
faappindiis. jBut 
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But as I am fond of illuftratmg my fentimcnts by 
example, I will in my next Gleaner produce a little 
narrative, •w^ich, while it will be calculated to eluci- 
date, will, I flatter myfeif, both iiiterell and plcafe ; 
and as I devoutly willi to conipenfate the reader for 
the trouble he may take in travelling through thele 
rpages, I Ihall, of courfe, be liighly gratified. 



■ '^** »^«^^» 
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The paths ef diffipation lead to dearth. 
Keafoii h^r barriers round our fuotfteps throws % 
But headlong folly leaps o*cr every bound, ' 
And, taught by pride, the voice of iwrudencc fpurns. 

WHEN I was a young man, I had a lriend» 
to whom I was particularly attached ; wc 
had lived from our boyilh years in habits of intimacy ; 
and I was of cotirfe an intcrcfled obferver of all his 
movements. 

His family was dlftinguiflied by the marked integ- 
rity of even tlie mimitejl tranfa^lions of its individ« 
uals ; my friend Was the youngeft born, and every 
branch, except himfelf and his eldeft fifter, were eftab- 
Ufhed in little families of their own. They were in- 
duftrious and frugal, realizing, in confcquence of 
their own exertions, an income which enabled them 
to live in a genteel ilyle ; and as they were of that 
grade which is termed 'well horny tlieir right to min- 
gle in tlie politeft circles was indifputable. But, as I 
faid, living within compafs, they were eafy in their 
circumftances, they were affectionate to each other, 
and always ready to relieve, t^ the utmoft of their a- 
bilittes, the neccrfitous of every dcfcription* 

My friend, at length, after making frequent vifits 
to New-York, prefented them with a daughter ai«l a 
liiler, who, though both a beautiful and an amiable 
woman, had nevertlielTefs received from education, dif* 
ferent ideas of life. Gay, unthinking, and profufe by 
naturei fhe had never been accullomed to fet bounds 
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to her inclinations ; and tKough llie truly loved her 
hufband, ihe was' conftantly involving him in difficnl- 
ties, ii) order to ibpport a ftyle of life to which his ii- 
jistnces were inadequate, and which, hcweVer, tlie- re-' 
ciprocality of his attachment induced him to exert eve- 
ry nerve to maintain. All his connexions fawr with 
pain that his ruin was, by hafty ftrides, approaching ; 
but the fubjed was <ielicate, and it was fuppofed that 
an interference w^ould be ineffedhial. 

A period of /eventecn years was marked by iflrefst 
equipage, and entertainments, while even the idea tf 
economy never once tnolefted the pleaiurable arrange- 
ments of the fair Amanda. At the expiration, of tSii 
term, that ill-dire<5led female was feized with the fmaU 
pox, of which Ihe ibon became tlie v1(5tim ; and her "on- 
fortuftate companion^ (whx) was before linking under 
die united preifiire of broken health and fpints, that 
were doubtlefe produced by a certainty of tlie rapid ^- 
proach of thofe calamities which his good fenfe could 
not but acknowledge as the procurement of folly ) was, 
m the courfe of a few fucceeding weeks, inhumed in 
th^ fame vault with the beloved obje^ft who had colt 
hiift fo dear. 

Two beautiful females were the iffue of this illrfated' 
marriage; theywere not however deftitutej forthou^, 
the e£Fe£ls of the deceafed Henry would not give his 
creditors ten Ihillings in the pound, yet the rites funere- 
al due to the haplels pair, being decently performedt 
and -the hallowed earth that encircled their cold re- 
mains embalmed by a -filial tear, thefe lovely orphans 
were immediately iheltered 'in tile bofcm of their friends* 
Mifs Helen, then juft fifteen years old, accompanied 
the-Mer- of Amanda to her abode in the city of New- 
York ; and Mifs Penelope, who had. nearly attiiined 
her fourteet^ year, continued with the relations of 
Heniy. 

By way of exemplifying the force of example and 
the diiFerent charaders, which the tw^o young ladle*, 
from that period afrumcd, I fele«5li from a correfpond- 
ence that continued unbrckeri during their fcparationi 
the ftibjoined letters. , Miff 
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New-York, May 31. 

I DECLARE, my dear Pen. I am utterly at a lofl? 
^Co comprehend .the meaxu&g of youc laii htter i-t^oA 
indeed, if I made up my judgmsat b^ your general 
%Ie of .writing, lihould certainly conclude Uiat you 
|[9d ;pa0cdi your ^rand climacfteric ; but the^each- 
tSients contaahed.in your lafl, are abfolutely intolerable.. 
Let me fee — I want,, at this,prefeiit writing, one montK 
of luncteen ; , and> if I millake not, unlefs (be -hath 
^very uaccremscmioufly, and even irregularly^, taken a. 
miraculous leap over my head, my dear, good, fober 
iifter Pen* will not have, reached the very grave age 
,of eighteen, until two tardy months have fidly meaf- 
•Ured their flow paced round ! I vow I would relin- 
.-Qutih the pleaiures of the next ball, n^ht, jull to take 
:^ j)ecp'at your fweet face, were it only to count the 
•wrinkles whic& I preCume your Ji?^ thhikjMg muft: 
have implanted there !: 

;ButtQ i>e ferious — ^£br once I will endeavour to meet 
JD^ Jovely Monitrefs (and dearly do I love my Penet 
4ipt9 notwlthftanding the air of fuperiority, and iHyk' 
^f rep]%hen{iQn, which her lettei^ alTume) upon her 
jttwn^ound^;, and^ by way of refponding in the moft 
«KpMcit manner to her catechifli^ epiflle^ -I will take 
^flight glance at the years which .^av^ ela^ifed fmc^ 
^ur feparatibik 

Upon .my asrmj indib city, the jpreiTur^e upon mY 
4»]xits w^ch I have already cecouated to you, j^n^ 
•^ich was ocea^oned by the lamented death pf ^ur 
p^ents, by I3iy xemoval irom my native place, and 
jTOm a filler whom I held deader than any thing eHe 
4rhich this worjd contained^ was ^Imoft infupportable* 
However^ the efforts of mv kind aunt, with tbe U4iite4 
goodxxflices of my nuapierous relatbn$ and frien.ds^ by 
^Kiegrees xeftqred ,me to tranquillity j and -as I have natr 
urally a £;reat deal of vivacity, my wonted gaiety dij^ 
m>t long il<$nd aloof. 

Since 
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Since that period-^what hath taken glace jince that 
period ? Poiitively I am a mortal enemy to rcfiedion j- 
and my coufin Qu-qline declares^ a young lady hath noc 
kuiinefc wkh k. So, my dear Pfen. yoir muft even re- 
ceive, as the fum total of vifiting, cards, balls and 
plays, that fafcinating comprehenuve little word, pUap 
ure ; and this very plea fur able mode of enjoying irfe^ you* 
fcrfooth, prefume to chrtften by the odious term diji" 
paHon ; and my poor fitperannuated grandmother, and 
riiy good old aiiat Dorothy are alarmed at the dijifatel: 
life ^hkh I lead ; and becaufe, truly, I have ne foi^ 
tune, I am to make a mope of myfelf altogether; I 
remember this aunt Dorothy of ours never vifited mj 
mother hut fee left her in a fit of the vapours ; yet if' 
fhe had intended us for the humble dependants of fome 
weakh7 fool, ihe (hould have forbid* our receiving 
fuch inftruiftfons as were calculated to unfit tts for fb^ 
fervile a deftination, though it is well known that the 
good old foul was alifvays fond of our attaining- cvtry^ 
accomplifhment. 

For my part, though perhaps I m^ l^ay m bed un- 
til ten in the morning, and though I am not fo cgro- 
eious an ignoramus as to be governed by any ef your 
ttupid rules, aiKi plodding regulatronsj yet I can. make 
ihift, when I am up, to work a fprig upon my muflin ;, 
to chant to the found of my piano forte, upon wiiicb» 
by the way, I am much improved ;• to put on the 
head-drefs which I have received from my milliner 
with elegance 5 to figure in any polite affembly ; or 
iff hy way of variety, I fhould choofe to pafs an hour 
in my own drefling-room, I have always the prettieft 
fentimental novels imaginable at hand> to amufe meu. 

Now thefe qualifications my dear aunt.M , who 

hath been as the tendereft mother to me, declares are 
quite fufficient for a perfon in my line of life ;- and for cal- 
culations of every kind, and all peeps into futurity, as I 
pretend not to the leaft ikill in aftrology, I leave all thefe 
occult ^matters to the wife penetration of my filler Pern 

One thing, however, my dear, that you may not be 
unneceffarily concerned for your giddy fifter Hekn^ 

IwiU 



I 
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I will juft whUper you — I can, whenever I think prop- 
er, procure myfelf the moft genteel eftablilhment. 
Many fighing fwains are in my train ; they do full 
juftice, both by words and adlions, to my charms 5 
and though they have not yet ventured an explicit decla^ 
ration^ they nvait but my imperial nod tofuhmk themfelvet 
implicitly to my decijlve ele^lon. 

' In the mean time, any little articles, of which I ftani 
in need, are Kberally fupplied by the ready generofity 
of my friends ; and I really experience much compla^ 
cency in. my fituation, except (you will excufe me, my 
dear) when I am broken in upon, by your wife lec- 
tures ; and after all, my dear girl, though you rife 
early, live fyflematically, and are as grave asthefana- 
tified wife of a fober country parfon, yet I do not fee 
diat your profpe<fh are in any fort better than mine i 
and I think Jthe only advantage which you feem ta 
have acquired over me, is the privilege of document- 
ing joxxc eldefl fifter^ whenever your economical dii^ 
pdkion of your tinie will permit you to fpare an hour.: 
Say, Pen. is not this true ? Have you any matri- 
monial fchenfae m your Ifttle head ? if you have, dp ia 
xkvt name of laughter let us have it. O how deUghted 
1 ihould be to fee my 'dear fage fifter foberly pacing to 
church with one of the dill life methodical enamo- 
rato*s by whom ihe is furroundfed ; but I rather thihk^ 
mad if (he will indulge me ^ far, I will iky, hope, that 
file will have judgment fufficient to. fpar^. my rifibles: 
&is triaL 

' Now I talk of jttdgptenty and am imp^ed by your 

-wmonftrances^to a kmd of rctrofpe<5l, I recoiled but 

one capital tranfo^cnt m which nxf judgment hath ever 

Keen called into aiflibn — ^You remember, upon the day 

of my departure from H ,. that our uncle Horatio^. 

one hour before I took my leave, prcffbnted me with 2 
hundred pounds, advifing me to confult my uncle and 
aaint M^ — in the difpofal thereof: But my icdulw 
gent bencfaiftors thinking it' right that I fhould have 
&e foh and abfolute direftic»n of this fum, I locked it 
Up fafe in ray Areffing-box, until it was proper for me 

Pa. Uh 
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to appear in colours, when I expended it iii purchafing 
as complete and as elegant a fuit of clothes^ if not as^ 
rich with blond lace, and every other appendage* at. 
New-York can produce ! There* my eirl — a& 1 know 
that my uncle Horatio prefented you wi3l a like fum, let 
us hear if yours was more advantageoufly difppfed of». 
In Ihort, dear Pen. I doubt not but I fhall make out 
very well : We ftiall continue to exhibit the moil en^ 
chanting contrail in the world y 1 with my Caro J^fi^ 
&, (for married. I intend to be) figuring in the PC* 
it ell circles, and you foberly fitting at home,, darnmg- 
your hufband's ftocking§, or combing your children*?: 
heads. 

Yet, however we may continue antipodes, in every 
thing elfe, I txuik that we (hall meet m the ^ntre <n. 
mutual a£Fedtion ; at leaft I know, that in all eventSy I 
ihall ftill continue your truly attached fifter, 

Hei.en AiaY. 

N. B. Riemember me as yi>u think proper t^ mf^ 
grandiODthfir^ imcks, aunts and coufins.. 



i 



Mifs Pewew^p* u Mifs He'LEU AiRih, 

To%Tn of H , June ijthi. 

I ITHANK you very fincerely, my dear. Helen, for.- 
every tender expreflion which your, letter contains. It 
is in vain you would aflay to fmotber the. feeling-s- o£ 
your fifterly heart ^ the fire of natural affe^ion 3& ■ 
lufes through your lovely bofom its genial lieat. In. 
your laft hsuf angry letter, it breaks fortji in a vaxietf 
of places ; and I am ibothed by the concluding aflur* 
ance, that you< wiUHill continue my tenderly attached: 
fifter. 

I do aifure you^ my^ dibar, I have learned' to refpe<ft 
t^s fuperior rights, with which fome moixth& dderlkip: 
have in veiled you ;. and if I have been hetrayed intd 
any undue warmth, I am pofitive that your iiever 
queftioned generofity will forgive me, wlien you . con- 
fider that the fervour of my resooinftraQce^ hath pw> 

ceeded 



ipee4ed ci)tir4y ftoin m^ folicitude» refpqdUng^ my be- 
loved Helen, Pei^aps, in my refponfes, I may agai.i^ 
be fo u;nh5^y J9^ to offoad ; hut gloafingly confident 
€d thfi a4vpcate whicfe I retain in your bre^ft, an^ 
jpennine my renpkarks with all the frajiknefs of fincer- 
itya I ^11 i:ely wholly vypon yourinyokcfl candour, tp. 
award my pardon. 

No, x»y facetious, iiftert dte/^ ^thiniSng hath not yet 
jGurowed my cheek ; and had I no other view than the 
prefervation of the finooth poltfh of my complexion, it 
vould be incumbent upon me to realize fuch a mti^ 
tal fund, as would enable me to encounter with due 
equanimity the ills .cf life, thereby ^voiding that hui:- 
jQtfraae ^i the paffiops, which in its progreis not only 
levels JinteUedkoal tranquillity, but makes fiUpdrea^r. 
&1 ravages in the beauty of the. fineft face. 

I ^pfa^.ofx^ withpiot a commjsntt y^ur accoimt, with. 
Its fum IGialf of your manner of p^ng your time.; 
tmt I cannot forbear escpreflli^ the keen regrets I ex* 
.j^erie^ced* when, iaj honoured igr^ndmamma* read^ 
ti^ibrtbtier band fqr the letter, that had been aoii- 
;;Uwn«ed from the cbSd of her afieaion ; from that 
;^hald# for whom her revered i)qirom hourly heaves .the 
j^flder and approhenfive figh ; my feelings, I fay, were 
^ei£:^Iy .agonized, when 1 &und mylelf neccffitated 
xo deny her a j;»t;ificatiQ9 which (he had fqndly an- 
^cipated; ibut wheal beheld the venerable Tnatron, 
jmatured'by wifdom» and dignified by a length q^ 
jesaSf eTxerj .hour of which J^ad been marked by pro- 
"Jriety, and elevated by a uniform* purfuit of virtuc« 
:«rhen.I was daUgr receiviing proofc that her ftrong jnind, 
jGipbu/or -IP ti^e decays. of nature, was ftill augmenting: 
its acquiremeni?, was ftill more invigoratedl>y obfei«- 
.watioHtf could I. fo :^ajr outrage her tendernefs, or vio-^ 
ilate that defex^ence which was due to her experience^ 
;as .to put a letter* in. which fhe was fo unworthily men^ 
>on^ into her poiTeiSon. ? Neither to my aunt Dor- 
lotby could I be .mere communicative:— Alas ! alasl 
Su^ I will <)nly f9,y, that in the name of {acred duty t 
ifiwjure j/>U;ixo more to fea aline which I cannot read 

* for 
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for perfons, who are at lead entitled to. your inviola* 
fele reipedt. 

Our aunt Dorothy, my <fcar, wiflxes not to fee us 
dependant upon any one ; fhe is amdous to infpire 
our bofoms with the noble ardhur of independence ; and 
to this end fhe is folicitous that we fhould cultivate^ 
to their utmoft: extent, the talents we poflefs* 

The fupplies which you receive from our York 
friends, are plealTng inftances of their gerierofity ; but 
can you not conceive ^fuperionr pleafure in being able 
to adminifier to your ' o^^n *wants- f And do you not re» 
member, that agreeably to the courfe pf nature the 
probability is^ that thofe neareft to you in conianguia- 
ity, will be removed ;. and will you be content to re- 
main the dependant upon the caprjecx or even bountyi^ 
of more diftant relations ? 

You feem to qucftion if the arrangements wM A T 
have been diredled to make, are more promiiing^ I 
proceed, my dear, to fketch them for you, and yon 
may then be able to form an accurate judgment, ret^ 
ative to the comparative eligibility of our profpe<^s. 

To begin with the hundred pounds, of which you 
require an account. It was, agreeably to the dire^toa 
of my aunt Dorothy, the very next day after its rcs 
ceipt, put into the hands of a Aibi^antial friend, who. 
accounts with me for it, upon legal compound intcreft j 
ff it had been a kfsjumy I &ould' have difpofed of ^ 
precifely in the fame manner 5 nor have I ever yet »- 
vailed myfelf of the profits of a fingle penny ariiSng 
tiierefrom^ 

I vi-ill confefs to you, that having- obferved the gen- 
eral approbation by which my aunt Do«>diy wast 
diftinguifhed, I have regarded her as* my modeh 

My time, fince our melancholy feparation> hatk 
been divided among my numerous friends ; ai^ they 
are fo indulgent as to cotjfider XKf viiits rather as a 
plcartng circumftance. But though they are in«gen- 
eral poifefTed of th6 means of living genteelly, yet I 
know that they are in the pradice of economy. I do 
not choo& to leifen the patrimony of my coufms \ and 

if 
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jf I confeht to receive any gecuniary mart of their 
^ favour, it muff be Jb^ne. trijiey which I. accept as a ;/ftf- 
ffiento of't^eir afe^ibttp. 

Ont month's perfeverance, enabled nie to rife eachi 
jnornihg, mechankally with the fun ;. and this habit- 
now conftitutes one of the pleaiures of my life, nor. 
would I relihquifH it, was I emprefs of the globe. I 
60 not negledl to purfae thofe ftudies^ of which, 
my dear and tender parents U'ere careful to fiuailhi 
the rudiments ; neither my reading, mnfic, draw- 
mgj or geography are forgottea; diey make a part 
©T the. employments of every day ; they ferve to* 
ihiprovc and to polilkmy mind; and* when I have- 
made fufficicnt progrefs therein, they will open to me^ 
fliould there be occafion, new fources of enftolumcnt 
as well as pleafure.. 

With regard tp my apparel, the Kanilfome dividcncB 
eSxhdX which "rtas the property of my beloved mother^ 
and which fell to my Aare, is to me an ample fupply 
of almoft every article. You will.pcrhaps be furprifed^ 
"when I tell yoa I do not wear wrought muflin ; it 1$ 
true, much of my time is devoted; to the profecution? 
of this fafhionable and' elegant employ ; but my 
younger coufms are ornamented Uy the produ<5t of my 
induftry, while I receive, for every hour of needle- 
work, not neceifartly appropriated to myfel^ a liberal 
compenfktion ; and, from furas thus accumulated, I 
not only command the articles of which I am in want^ 
I have "not only made handfome' additions to my 
original fund, but I always have in rcferve, little fums^ 
"which I coniecrate to die relief of the neceffitous \ 
and, beliieve me>. my dear Helen, that when I am at- 
'rayed in my decent plain muilin, or milk white mulli- 
net, fitted clofe to my little waiit, I feel an innate con- 
(cioufoefi of much greater propriety of charafler, th£ 
mediocrity of' 7uy chcmiftances conjidcred^ than if I was. 
arrayed in flowing robes of the fmeft texture which 
'ever iffued from the loom, in die mpft variegated 

tiifue which art hath evscr yet invented,. 

It 
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It is really furprifmg, how much ord^r and Indufiry: 
•wUi accomplifhw; and my ri^troipeifl is truly p}ea6ngv. 
when I refleift upon the different pieces of needje worJkt. 
,vhich I haw, in the courfe of a few years, fo advan^ 
tageoufly completed. Yet my application is not un^ 
remitted ; and I vifit, as often, as is neceflary, thou^ 
I muft. conSdis, that upon fuch occaCons, my fingers, 
are generally employed* 

I fometinaes mingle in a ball-room j^. dancing is azi: 
amufement of whiqh I am peculiarly fond ; and I haye 
literally murdered fome: evenings at cards. An oppor- 
tunity of feeing a' good play, as they ar« with us fo 
unirequent, I have not to charge myfelf withi ever 
mifling ; and. I am careful to take as much ezercife 
as will conduce to my health. Stimulated, by laj 
aunti in every a^ion^ independence hath been my 
ardent purfuit ; su)d \vafi folic itous to regjize fufficientif; 
ihould i be overtaken by ill health*, to prevent my 
devolving as a burthen upon others*. 

It is the. wifh ,of my aunt, as flic hath: uolmmediatiB 
defcendantS'Qf her own, to dedicate her .Iktle fortnsi^^ 
upon her demife, tD charitable ufes ^ andajs ihc cannot 
confcientioufly gratify this her favourite plan, if fte 
fc^vcs behind, her any. needy relation, jttie is the moire 
deHrpus that her family ijbould, indiyidually, poiTefs. 
the means of obtaining for themfelves an honouxiiable 
ifupportv. God forbid, , that, ever Juy dear. Helen, or 
inyfelfi fhpuld, ho;weyer remotely, curtail t]^e fums that 
^^y be. employed fpB the fal^tary jjurpofeo^ wiping, 
lie tear from th^ cjj«ek erf" indig^JUce*^ 

With regard to nay nii^atrimonial expetS^qns, upo;& 
'jprhi<;ib5 ypu are fo f\wiicrouny jpla^fiil, I have to fay, 
^at the idea..Q£ agia^niage ijaakes no part of my f refers 
jpli^ns \ this, my deari. is ^i calculation^ c^t *which youjeem 
,t& be ahundautly ^one expert than myfelf; it is a con- 
Jl'ngence which, being within, tte chapter of poffibiliticLS, 
/nay^ or naay not happen ; if it ftould, my arrax^c- 
^ents muft, in fome rcfpe^s, be different ; if it ihoul4 
not, I am contented ; at any :^Ate, I efteem it an em>r^ 
\s> reckon, upon an eventj; which is at beft but uncer-. 
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tain. I am. Ignorant, If 1 have ever yet been regarded 
witK particular attention hj the other fex ;' no one 
hath prcfeJPed hmjelf a candidate fir my ek^lion ; and^ 
hohsjever arduous any gentletsa^t ^iigl:t be^ I Jl^culd not* 
deem my filjT authorized tD-ftt him do^xn as a lover ^ except 
his declarations ivere of a nature the mofi explicit. 

To fay trutli, I am not over felicitous upon this 
^ead ; having before me i\ich an example as my aunt 
Dorothy, I know that refpedability, ufefulnefs, tran- 
qiMlUty, independence, ibcial enjoyments, and holy 
'friendlhip, arc to be found in a fingle life ; and I am 
induced rationally to conclude, tliat if minds are not 
•congenial, i£ they are not difcrcctly, mutually, and 
^rmanently attached, a ilate of celibacy is by far the 
jnoft dtgible. 

But having, By my circumftantial replies, dimpled 
xhe blooming cheek' of my charming Helen, perhapfi 
fjy a fmile of pity ; I only add, the warm and tender 
Salutations of her lincerely affedlionate 

Penelope Airy. 

"N. B. Pleafe to prefent my grateful refpe£ls ^to 
•our York conneicions, particularly to our uncle and 
:aunt M— — ^ 

'Mi^ Helen put tip her pretty Up — ^her fitter's letter 
"was unanfwerable ', but Ihe was unconvinced, or at 
lead uninfhienced, and they both progrelTcd on, in the 
^different paths m which extimple had prochiced them. 

The virtues of Penelope ^ere foon daiUnguifhed by 
-an amiable <han» who^-as kideed her congenial foul ; 
♦his fortune was moderate, and his profpedls were .good : 
A happy hymen was the confequence, and they con- 
tinue as amiable a pair as ever exchanged the matri* 
.monial vow. 

The dtffipated manners of Helen> hsr fondnefs for 
drefs and Ihow, with the extravj^gant fcntiments which 
(he at all times avowed^ deterred the fenfible pan of 
the male world ^from oherilhlng an idea ofaferrouii. 
<onacxioH with a ycmng perfon whom they conceived 

it 
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It iinpofflble to domefticate. Her uncle and aunt are 
no more'; and their prodigality expended even the 
patrimcmy. of their children. A finiilar mode of Irving 
hath eircunifcvft)ed the career of all her boafted ma- 
ternal conncxiotis ; and Mifs Helen, HOW rapidly ap- 
proaching tlie decline of life, hath ^econie a fixed ap- 
pendage to the family of her fifter ; a dependant upon 
.the liheralHy of tkofe^ *whom Jhe regarded nvith fenfationi 
hrderhjg upon contevipt : But their fine qualities will 
<ioubtleis -render that dependance as filken as pofllble* 
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'Sr.y, "wlio !s aulhoriz*d to probe my brcaft, 
K3r whatfoevcr latent faith pofftfs'i ; 
If in fny life no crimfon ftaxns appear, 
Nor badge fchifmadc I am kno\vn to -wear ; 
•\t I obedient to "the laws am fotond^ 
By the fame bands my brethren own, am bound) 
\Vhat is the mode of my belief to you, 
\Vhile.I the track of rtdtitude ptirftre ? 
Religion is *fwixt God and my own foul, 
Kor Taint, nor fage, can bbundhfs ibounht control. 

I INTRODUCE this nineteenth number of th« 
Gleaner by a letter, which laft evening's j>oft co«- 
veye d to my hand ; and •which I produce as an apol* 
ogy for the i)refent eflay. 

Barcklcy kereft, Scptosibcy lith, I793* 
Friend ViciLLitJS, 
I DO ferioufly confefs iinto tW, tliat t am not a 
little pleafed with the lidit vi\i\z\:i feemeth to be within 
thee ; yet feeling ttiyfelf wondei-fully at a lofs, wliat 
coftclufion to draw c'onceming thee, I ahi jealous over 
thee with a godly jealoufy. From fome precious 
gems which nave been ftattercd iif) and down thf 
publications, I have been ready to t^.hik, that thoU 
wert truly of the fraternity of Friends, that tlioii hadft 
obtained uncommon, lights, and that thy hciirt waii^ 

deed 
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deed touched by that feraph, whoy taking a^coal from 
the altar^ confecrated therewith the tiU then unhal* 
lowed h'ps of the prophet liaiah. I muft 'Acknowledge 
that I have afliduoufly, and perhaps vswnly, encour- 
aged this idea ; and moreover^ that when I faw thee 
lead the comely maidea^ whom* thou haft cherifhed, 
to the altar, after the manner bf the profane, with 
BO fmall inquietude I relinquiihed my hopes in regard 
to thee. 

Bilt if thou art not a Friend, the queftion remain- 
cth, What then art thou ? I believe that thouiaieaneft 
very well ; and that thou haft great goodnefs of iieart 
at the bottom y jut fuflPer an lioneft obferver to fet up 
for thee a land-mark ; take care that thou art not 
milled thereby, that thou ftickeft -not faft in the quick- 
fands of error, or, that following an ignis fatuut^ thou 
runneft not on ihore ur)on the flioals of mifconception. 
*there is a fatal delufion, which is now but too preva- 

Ment in our country ; a delufion, the fundamental 
principle of which, reftoring the lapfed nature, finally 
returns evei'y individual of the degenerate children of 
men to the ftate of felicity which they have io notori- 

* ouily forfeited : Verily I Ihudder at the bare penning 
of fo pernicious and heterodox a vagary ; and I am 
rendered die more fearfully apprehenfive, from a 

•knowledge of the plaufibility with which its enthufi- 

-aftic advocates enwrap the foul-deftroying herefy ! 

Many. paragraphs m thy lucubrations, render me fuA 

jpicious that, under the influence of benevolence, tliou 

- haft inhaled the ftreams which have ifliied from {o 

.^poifonous a fountain ; but again, from a number of 
choice fentiments, which thou haft occafionally inter- 
fperfed, I am led to fuppofe tliat tliou lookeft upon 
l}i)rfelf as a refponfible being, that thou conceiveft thy- 
ielf accountable for thy aftions, and that thou ration- 
ally concludeft thou Ihalt receive a reward according 

" Co the deeds done in the body. 

Thus am I -eontinually toffed about in my opinion 
concerning thee ; and thus am I induced to a(k thee 
^wo important queftions. What doft thou think of 

Q^ the 
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^e final flate of mankind > What are thy fentimenu 
<)f Jcfus Cbrift, and his redemption ? I hope, i&iend 
Vigillius, that thou wih excufe this plainneis of 
fpeechy and tliat thon wilt not fail to number, among 
thy fincere well-wilhcrs and faithful friendsy 

2EP.HAKIA.H Doubt FPU 

As a general anlwer to friend Doubtfiili it mtty he 
fufficient to fay, that the Gleaner aipireth not to the. 
.dignified chair of the theologician ; tnat whj^tevet arc 
his fentiments, he hath entire complacency therein ; 
that he is content withpropofmg them to the reafoA 
of bis family, without parading them to jmblic view« 
i>r enforcing them upon any one. 

Yet, thus called upon, though he doth not propofe 
hinnielf as a fe^bu'ian, and though u^n this occafien^Yis 
may not avow the creed of die chriftian Univcrfalift ^ 
he yet craves the indulgence of his readers, while he ^ 
takes leave to hazard a few remarks. 

He is free t<5 own, notwith (landing the de^otifin oC 
tradition, the prejudices of edwration, and the predon»- 
inatingiway of revered opinions, that he cannot help 
•Regarding that plan as the moft eligible, which reprc^ 
fents the Father of eternity^ as beneficently planning, 
]>efore all worlds, the career of a race of beings, who, 
however they were immerfed in ills, and from the 
various viclffitudes of time, plunged into a feries of 
misfortunes, were deftmed, nevi^thelefs, to pvogrefs 
on to a ftate of never ending felicity. Jehovah, while 
thus employed, appears auguftly good, as well as au- 
gufUy^r^^f, and every faculty of the mind rejoiceth 
to adore the paternal Deity. 

We hefitate not to combine, in our ideas of the.great 
Krft Caufe, with an unrivalled fovereignty of power, 
that unerring prefcience^ which, indeed, feeras trulj 
Tiecefiary to infinite wifdozB, and the fiillnefs of the 
Go^ead. 

Would it not be hnpious, to fuppofe the Creator 
originating the vaft defigns of creation with a difpo- 
fition unpropitious td the weU being of his creatures \ 

Would 
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Would k not be mod abfurdFjr irreverent, to tieprdTent 
the creature as independent of the power which had 
fbrmed him, and as iMKxpedledly efcaping from the 
orbit in which he was placed ? Would it not be lAsS" 
ptemous to arm him with ftrength fufficient to fhlf- 
trate the benevolent purpofes which primarily* gave 
him extftence ? Is riot that conjedhire Mghly irrational 
which renders him capable of obtaining the knowledge 
of goiwi and evil, without the permiilion c^ that om- 
mpotent Father of univerfal nature, who had moulded 
him agreeably te his own defignation, who had fhaped 
for him his littlle part, who had commanded him into 
beings . who could make him whatever he pleafed, smd 
who could, in a ixngk moment, tecal the animating 
breath of life, which he is faid to have breathed into him ? 
We can eafily reconcile, with, the arrangements of equi* 
t^,- aUotment^ which may be clouded with mifery^^ 
throagh'tHe4enethening period of many revotviixg year$^ 
provided that the horizon at length brightens upon us^. 
^nd we are finally prefented with a happy termination* 

The foul of man is indeed capacious ; it can inhafte» 
in oner luxuriant moment, fuch large draughts of ^* 
vine eiijoymentjs^ as may in effedl obliterate the pain- 
fy remembrance of calamitous centuries} and, -in a. 
ftiture dediuationi we may awake only to the facred 
lapturs ef: correded pleafures. Nor do we know that 
ientiments of thii complexion are unfriendly to the in- 
terefb of virtue ; for, befides the oft cited obfervati(»iy. 
th^ re€H]tude infures its own reward^ and tliat a (late. 
of fufferihg stniil ever be confidered as an appendage 
to vice ; there is a view in which we may ftill be te*- 
gkrdcd a$ probationers, as accountable beings ; and re*- 
wards and punishments mull eves, remain in the hands, 
cf our common Father. 

We conceive that the fyilem, which, bounding the 
ialutary operations of Deity, confines his gracious in- 
terference to an eh^edfenx)^ ^kik tije many are configittd' 
ttf perdition^ and which confidcrs this awful decree as^. 
irreverfible, looks with a much more unfavourable ai^ 
Se<5t upon Uie moral walky than the denounced fenti* 

ments 
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ments of the Univerfalift ; fmce it as eflFcAually de^ 
ftroys every exertion to obtain the prize- of future be- 
atification, for the immutable determination of Jehovah' 
hath unaltcKibly fixed the- defliny of every candidate*' 
This dtfcri«rrinating'plan, while itincrits, in a high de- 
gree, the accufation- of unwarrantable partiality, (the* 
moft reprehenfible characters not feldom becon^ing the^ 
objedts of its predileftion) throws open, at the fame- 
time, the widely terrifk gates-of defpain* It is more-' 
ever the parent of fchifm ; aiKi it invefts^the arrogant', 
mind with'^ every iiicentive to pride and undue felf-- 
cflimation, authorizing the fuppofed privileged being.^ 
to believe, that the eternal difference, which '^muft o£* 
neceflity forever *exi ft between* hifl^lf and the greater - 
part of' his fellow-mortals, may juftify^ proceedings ^ 
againil them, for which a jury of philanthropy would \: 
Md him-guilty of high treafon againft the Rights», 
ef Man.' 

We think the hj^pothefis, which is ever goading us- 
trtfee perforisance of duty, by thteatsof th^ uplifted*. 
laihv is not a little derogatory to the' di^ty of our 
nature. Generofity and gratitude are plants which* 
we wifli'tO'fee cultivated in thd foil of humanity. We* 
would wiih to fee pcrfbns prc^elyted to the beauty ofi 
virtue ; we would wiih to fee thdm- in rgality^ fenfibiei 
of the Qhatnn 'of a regular and meritorious' l^e'; in one^- 
word, we would wifn-to fee them embrace tfOiate good^. 
nefsi merely for the fake of itf intrinffcmxrth. 

I remember, fome fifteen or fixteen years fince, be-? 
ing on a vifit to a friehd in-the capital of the State ofv" 
Rhode-Ifland, that chance threw meone evening into« 
a company^ in which a certain transatlantic preacher,*.- 
well known for the liberality of his fentiments, made 
no inconfiderable figure ; this gentleman did at that** 

time, 

* The authorV defign in thus expreiTiag herCeU of a perfoa •• 
ifith whom flic boafls the moft intimate connexion, will be ob- . 
yious to every intelligent reader. Concealment, even from the 
gentleman alluded to, was eiTential to her plan ; and this man- 
ner of giving the anecdote, appeared the fureft path Xq the at*j 
tainm«Bt of her wishes. . 
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time» axid I am- told that he fHIl continues to attra^ 
much attention in the religious world. Perhaps h€ 
Baay juftly be ftyled the father of the Univerfalifls iM 
this country ; and however cenfurable I may be deent'* 
edi I freely confefs that I was not, upon.flie occafiofi 
adverted too, difpleafed %t hk ideas. Among othef 
curious anecdotes and obiervatiOns^ which > conftituted 
his quota of the converfation, he produced a dreamy. 
which made no fmall impreflion upon my mind.:; wheth^^ 
er he himfelf was favoured with this nodlumal viiion^. 
or wKetber it was the privilege of a friend^ I do aoC 
recoHe A ; : nor is it of* importance to determine* . 

Its oudities were as follows : Sleep had fpl-ead ovei* 
the ckied eyelid$ its fombre veiU and the illimitaMe^: 
legion of fancy became illumined by a prodigious vi»* 
nety of luftres ; myriads of winged beings ieemed u>> 
§Skt arottnd ;;now^ tiler emprefsorthe {lumbering houl* 
^-owded the fcene with motley fketches oC every ol^ 
jedl which a deeming imagination could dieviie ; and: 
ajion» as if folicitous to vary the entertainment of. the. 
mghty.a fpJendid folitudc gradually pervading, ex-- 
tended itfelf around^ It was at this moment tnat an^. 
knerefting form^ robed in fpotlefs white, and moving 
i^th inexpxedible velocity, prefented herfelf before the 
fieeper r. Dignity was infcribed on her very mien, her 
aiTpe^rWas maje^c^ and every look .became expreffive- 
N-lil*^ fOJGfte important dcfignation 5 in her right hand Ihe; 
j^^^^iz \Aafzitkg torch, and in- her left fte bore a 
uaniparent. vale, which j conftantly i/Tuing a copious 
fbreana^ ieemed to pofTefs the properties of a living 
firing.. Hafting along, with inconceivable rapidity^, 
fte preiTed forward, and it was with difficulty that he 
detained her, w^le. he humbly requefted information 
refpe^ng the nature of her office and employ ; briefly 
ibe repUedf " Know, ihquifitive mortal, that, commif- 
fioned by the Ancwn* of Days, I go forth, with this. 
feuatlig torch, to light up a conflagration which fhall: 
eonfume the heaven of heavens, while tne exhaullT- 
lefi flrantain- in\ttjy left hand fiiall pour forth a floods, 
'«ii©fe wftlers ftbfl utterly extingittih tbe devouring^ 
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fires of Tartarean hell ; and, know alfo, that, wben tnf^ 
miffion is accompliihed, then will the era be produced,; 
in die which our God Ihall .recognize foui^ di/mterejl^. 
edly ftthcere ^9rJ]nppejcs,^^ * 

The confternation . produced hy. this- aflonlfhidgv 
piece of information, difpelkd the fomnific Influence, 
of the drowfy goddefs ; and the., reflexions which it 
originated iahis bofom,.muil. occur.. to every ferious. 
mind. 

I have been amazed when I- have liftened to the* 
declarations of thpfe, who Imve protefted, that if a*. 
ftate of retribution w^s not in referve, they would em-t 
bark, with a full fail, upoa what they have termed the 
ocean of unlicenfed pleafure, and. that they.» would tai^e; 
in large draughts of illicit gratifications! — Surely»£ 
ftich perfon^ have never yet. awaked io the beftienjoy-^ 
ments vof life— are yet to receiye the perceptions, whicbf. ' 
alone can emi^le them to a r^^k. among the. dignified^ 
order- of rational beingSii 

. Independent of every future conJBderationr* how fc«i; . 
renely roUs on thfi days of that individual, who is fo". 
licitous to employ his time, hiis talents, and his.abili*- 
ties of every, defcription, in^ a planner p^iculated to dot 
honour to hiiiifelf,.arid to- conduce to th« beft intere/fcs-, 
of his fellow, mortals! 

View the well regulated family-;. no;fooner do tlieir:i 
eyelids unclofe, than their .grateftil. orifons fpontane-» 
©ufly and individually afcend the vaulted ikies, j wilbi..- 
;he firft uprifing of the orient beam> they arci aflem-r 
bled in the neatly fumifiied parlour* . where, froift tbc^ . 
iacred oracles, a portion for their improvement aXL<k. 
confolation is fele^^ed.; where their ccmjnpn teachern.^ 
in words fuly chafen» energetic, and concife, and in ^ 
, manly and endearing tone of voice* ofiers up their unit- 
ed^ and early thank%ivings, fuppljcations aftd praife> 
to the univerfal Sire of angels. and. of men^ . 

Thisfeparate and col]e.<^edintercQutfe with:Hea,v«nf^. 
will conflitute them reciprocal guards, upon thcmfelv^A. 
and each other > they will be cautiOHSrof offending; 
their words and their svSions they will cpnftd^r,. an^ 

they. 
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• 
they Will be anxious to -condudb as perlbhs privileged^ 
by a frcqusnt accefs to the Sovereign . Diipofcr of*, 
events. 

The domeiHc departments wiH-ifC iiUed in. aa allot- 
ted and regular manner ; the affairs of the houfehold i 
-will go fmoothly^ forward; the individuals will recip-- 
Tocally aflift* each other ; and plaftic order^ with af- 
fe<^nate harmony, will prefide among them. They; 
will look abroad) and^ £xidiag a complacency in com^ 
xnunicating good, they will feel it their . intereft, aa • 
-well as their duty, to relieve, to foothe, to fuccour, » 
and to fupport, to the iitmeft of "their ability, the fufi - 
fering fons and daughters of men ; , and while thus en^ 
^ged in - mitigating foreign^ woes, in. extending tha 
G^ricating hand, they will find that tlie blefiings of ' 
beaven-bom .peace have become natal in their bofoms* . 
In the varied and intereiling- offices of . focial life>.. 
they will cheerfully engage ; they are apprized of 
what their characters. demand of them;; and the hap» - 
pinefs of their cxtenfive connexions, they are careful : 
t»-promete.- As naembers of the community, they 
" will difchaiFge with - propriety, their parts, and .they 
will ever rene<a the htgheil honour upon ^eir coun- 
try. When. they, are overtaken by the unavoidabla 
calamities incident to.the:prefent mode of exiftence, , 
in every afflidion^ they will naturally pour out theip 
/pints in prayer t . This is a privilege which, will meli- 
orate, their fuferings r. and» accuftomed. to addrefs i 
the great Origia of beingj they will haflen with adac-!' 
rity to the thdrone.of grace<. Whatever may be theit 
employments or amufemcnts, ia the couife of the day, . 
or during the dofing- evening> being careful to com-, 
bine innocence,, withal'*— they will gladly tura . from. . 
every inferior or trivial purfuit^ and when the empire 
of night is jcommencing* they will re-affemble in the. 
peaceful apartment, that will be thus confecrated, and,; 
hf tihke mouth of their revered head, they will perform 
the evening proftrations of their devoted fpirits, wor* 
(dipping with finqere hearts, enumerating the multi- 
plied bfeffings of Uie .d;iy; .and offering up their ming- 
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ling hallehijahsy tbanklgiTings and adontfons. Their 
errors, of whatever nature, uey will deplore with con- 
trite hearts ; but with child-like difpofidons they will, 
approach, and they will be confident that their angoii 
Father, who pitieth their infirmities, bcxideth to their. 
Aipplications a gracious ear. Calm^ grateful, andb 
cUfi>urthened of their beavieil load> they will retire to^ 
prefent their feparate ejacdbdiions,. and they will com- 
mit themielves to the flumhers^, of the pillow witii: 
heart-felt tranquillity;:. 

The theme is copious ; I ha-re rapidly hurried along i: 
1/ could dwell untired upon the charms> and the im» 
queftionable utility, attendant upon the pre&nt hoors. 
of an unoffending and ufefullife. But the fear chat 
I may again exceed the ps^s, with which Lam i]^~ 
dnlged by the obliging Editors of the,Ma{^iae,fb9i^ 
bids my expatiating further. • 



•{. ., 
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*rhcn af e the ilraftt of difappointment barb*d; 
Whta of her well formed Hopes the foul is pobb*d.'. 

•< \ Lt // not riHt at Margaretta^i** — faid iny\ 
.XjL poor M^, tome nights ^nce, as fhe laid her- 
head upon her pillow. It was an involuntary expref- 
(ton, and from the follnefs of her heart it eicaped her'^ 
She would gladly h^Te recalled it, or at Iftaft haiFc paJ» 
liatld its ef^ds, but it was too late, for the impre^on. 
was indelibly. made-^«// // not right at Margarettc^i / 
Her words reverberated through the inmoft recpfles of\ 
my foul ; they feenaed to poffefs- a deadly power, 
which^ at a fingle blow, annihilated the ferenity of my. 
bofom. A thoiifand painful ideas rufhed in a roomesuH' 
opon my miiid, and they originated the moft aUnot^- 
iiig and aiFe(5ting conje^res. * 

I had obfervcd, that a tind of pcniive melanduoiy^ 
had for feme time clouded the fine open countenance^ 
of my wife ; that her wonted equanimity was inter- 
rupted \ that her fluznbers were difturbed and broken \ 

asdt. 
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"and that the admirable regularity of her move^»- 
ments were evidently difcompofed. As I poffeffcdr 
a pcrfeft confidence in her prudence, I had forborne 
to prefs her upon fo dtftrefling a change, well knowingj 
titiat whenever it was advantageoiis or proper, difcre- 
tton would -not'fMl of prompting her to. pour into my- 
©ar the Ibrrow^ of her hearts 

Maternal affedtion had armed her with an anxious 
and vigilant attention to her daughter ; fhe had for 
fome months marked a-vifible alteration in her child ; 
the dimpli^ fmile of complacency no more fponta- 
ncoufly welcomed her approach ; thick glooms cTi' 
circhd her brow ;- and whrle fhe vifibly ftruggled to 
preftrve appearances, the tenor of her- foul was apr 
parently loft-l« Whenever Mary occaft&nally looked^ 
m upon her- Margaretta, if her vilit was unexpedled, 
ihe was iBre"to> find her* bathed in tears ; and the- 
apologies which (he feemed to ftudy, but ill concealed : 
the difcompofure of an agonized bofom. 

Mary, with aiPBer penetration, conld no< divine the ♦ 
ca.ufe of an event, which fhe fo greatly t^Splored i .(he - 
i/nagined that her daughter was in poifeffion of every 
thing which could conduce to the dcft pleafing kind . 
af trs^nquilKty ; , and fhe conceived that the grateful . 
affections of her heart ought tO'be in confljnt exercife. . 
Coinpetenty bfcamed its rc^lar, . mild,- and equal. 
hleiSngs . upon her ; her infant was not only lovely 
and ptominng, but he feemed almoft exempted from ; 
thofe difprders, which arc ufually attendant upon hisi 
imbecile age; her own health was uniformly goo4 ; : 
and though Edward Hamilton partook,. of coui:ie, the 
morbid contagion, of ker grief, yet he was ftill tlie 
penfively pleafing and entertaining companion. 

Mary concluded, that . nothing Vemained, but fc» 
Margaretta to re-affume the accuftojned ^equability of 
her temper, in order to the perftifl reftoration of that 
fanfhine, which had for a feafon illumed her. hours j 
and tenderly interefted, while her Ircart was torn by 
anxiety, fh« could not forbear to interrogate — ^but the 
only replies fhe could obtain were fighs and tears,, 

iatcrrupted 
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iotemipt€d by broken durances, that indeed Qie <wat. 
*— Ihe was v«ry happj ; and that ibe fu}^»licated her 
dear Mamma, to put upon every appearance the xnoft 
candid canftrudion» Her mothory however, made 
wife by the obfervattons Ihe had collected iirom bookv 
from the ftudy of her fellow mortals^ and from « large- 
fliare of natural difcemmentyCouki not* be^usteaiily 

deceived* 

Curiofity was» upon this oceafion, her iimlleA in»- 
ducement ; and fhe trembled at the impecvioos dark^ 
nefs of a cloud, which ihe ratifmally 4XfpK3ehende4j 
involved the dearefl hopesof her Mai^garettal Baffled. 
m repeated attempts to fathom a myftery, which had 
yielded, her bofom a prey to the keeneft ongui^ /h« 
changed the mode of her attack.; ajid^ addr effinig her. 
duus^ter by letter, in die language of (i^fcretkNiy i&: 
the knguage e£ te»denicf$> fte tpconed-the feel»£s c£. 
ber Um., 

To Mrs* HAtuhTOV^ 

IS it poffible for Margaretta Hamikonto cosccfv^: 
her mother a calm {pe<5lator of that corroding iliquU 
etiide» which h gradually and too furely undermiiiiiu^' 
the peace of a child^ who is,; ihe had almoll iatd^ 
dearer .to her than aixy other human, beiqg f Asl 
have not been Simulated by an idle wifh to obtaia. 
your fecret, I am hurt that my inquiries have proved* 
to ineffedhial*. Can. Margaretta wiih to veil h^:ieiir 
feom the eye of the guatdian friead. of her early 
years f : Believe me,. I feek only to probe the wouna». 
that 1 may the more aflurediji^.arreu: the prpgrefs of 
the envenomed joiibn, and be enabled to ^(ige what 
jrcfcription may operate as a fpecific. 

But, for ;he tender age of innof;ence, the kdtricet)f 
the phyfician is the fuperilru^ture of conje^ure ; an4' 
til this inilance I am nece£itated to follow the exan^ile 
of the benevolent pradlitioner, at all hazards aflayiiig. 
to throw in fomething, which, may poffibly prcferve- 
the opening life of thwe. budding joys, the growth o£ 

which. 
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<which Iliad fondly hoped to haTc watched, cuntil T 
had gratulated their cooiiinned maturity. 

When we gare our Margaretu to Edward Hanril- 
'toit, nxie conceived that 'me had yielded her to the man of 
her Ixdrt ; and, believing him to be every way worthy, 
•wc congratulated ourfelves upon the eilablifliment of 
the felicity of our child. What, my love, can have 
produced a diange fb affedingly agonizing ? When- 
^ever you ff/j^r tolerably^ compofcd, it is evident that 
yon are aUktg a ^art. 

I tremUe left your father fltould penetrate the thin 
^Uguiies which you afRime ; and, fanguine as his ex* 
jpedlatioQs in regard to you have been, it is difficult to 
&LJ9 ^Khat ferious coidTequences his difappointment 
jsiight produce. 

Ob, my child, my foul is torn by the nioft fearfuV 
jconjedures ! will you not endeavour to affuage the 
forrows of my heart ? wiH you not at leaft relieve me 
irom the pangs of fulpenfp ? Can it be, that Mrs. 
Hamilton ts fo far fubje&ed to fexual weaknefs, as to 
liave delivered iierfclf up to the moft alarming cha- 
.«in, merely becaufe, perhaps, (he receives not front 
ine hufl>and fuch adulatory devoirs as diftinguifhed the 
lover \ Surely I ought to regard this idea as inad- 
tnifi^le ; and yet, the ftrongeit minds may have their 
moments of nnbecility ; and, my Margaretta, all 
accompliflied, all, lovely as ihe is, muft neverthelels 
Affl be confidered as a young and inexperienced 
i#omaxi. 

If this is indeed'^ the fource of your perturbed 
jmxiety, I perfbade myfelf that fonre fuch reflexions 
^s the following, will ere long awaken you to reafon* 

It is impoffible to diange the order of nature. De- 
lighted adbitrration of pleafmg novelties, is the fpbnta- 
neous growth of every bofom ; a fecond view finds us 
more calm .; .a third, a fourtJi, may poffibly roufe us 
to plea&ffe ; "but a conftant repetition will create that 
indiffa'ence, which wiU conftitute a perfe<5l contrail to 
dickeen edge rf our tiew-barn feelings. The impaf- 
£o&ed ardours of the foul muft of neceffitj fubfide ; 

they 



Hffy ar€ hut created to ex^re : But I pity the mind 
which prefers not the calm rational affe&ions that fuc* 
ceed, to all the hurricane of the paffions. 

Love, as it is commonly defcribed, is undoubtedly 
a fhort-lived bcii>g ; it is a luxurious glutton, that in- 
variably gormandizeth to its deftrudlion j but from iu 
perfumed afhes arifeth a ftar-gemmed foother, that ihe 
wedded pair m^y either crulh in the birth, or agree 
to dieriA, as the fecurity of their mutual happinefs. 
Efteem may fometimes be traced as the parent^ but I 
think it will be found that it is oftener the offspring of 
love. Young efteem, entwined by ikniling confidence, 
enwreathed with fweet complacency, how fragrant h 
its rofy breath, how neceflary to the hymeneal career, 
and liow much is it in the power of tlie affianced friends 
to render its exiftence. permanent ! 

Behold your Edward in a large circle of ladies.; 

'^doubtlefs, he is all attention ; his features are animat- 

^cd ; and if they are youog, bcautifiil and fentimental, 

-he is all foul ; he feems to tread on air, and he hath 

no eyes or ears,^ut for them 4 he will addrefs to them 

ithe moft refined . gallantries, and he will appear loft 

.^mid a conftellation fo fplendid. But think you, my 

love, that he would ea^perience fcnliitions tlius highly 

Wrought, were he to mingle every hour in their foci- 

'Oty ? and Woiild you wilt to exchange for fuch ^bctt- 

tal genv^anvjfif I may fo ei^preis myfelf, the folid 

,pleafures of endearing familiarity ; the advantages re- 

I'ulting from unbroken confidence, from a focial inter- 

oourfe, uninterrupted by the fopperies of language, 

and from all the matchlefs and ierene enjoyments 

"which wedded friends may know ? 

Are you not ^pprehenfive that the continued clouds 
which gloom your Ipvely face, may prematurely de- 
, ftroy your hlodm, and, by imperceptible degrees, 
alienate the aiFeaions of your hufbaud ? If once yoa 
relinquifti your .place in his bofom, it will xeqiiire a 
feries of die moft arduous efforts to reftore you to 
ihe poffeflion you will have thus im^prudently ab- 
dicated i 

I am 
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I am net an advocate for undue gentlenefs, or Tub- 
miffive acquiefcence ; fiich conduA may border upon 
mcs^nefs ; a woman fliould be jt(ft too^ Jhe flj^uld 
reverenfie herfelf: I am far from conceiving that the 
female world, confidered in the aggregate, is inferior 
to the male ; but cuftom hath eftabliflied a certain or- 
der in fQciety, and cuftcnn is a defpot, whofe chains, I 
am fearful, it will be in vain that an individual will af- 
fay to burlL 

I kijLOw too, that it is for the intereft of every per- 
fon who fingly confiders either him or herfelf, to cul- 
tivate aa ^qual zxi^ferene temper of mind. If you* 
array yourfelf in the earments of tranquillity, if you 
feek ta clothe yourfelf with innate cheerfulnefs, habit 
will at length render you in reality complacent^ and it 
"will not be you who will derive the fmalleft lliare of 
advantage tterefrom. 

In £hort, my dear girl, you have every inducement 
to call forth your moll unremitted exertions. Parents 
tepderly anxious for your welfare — Parents, whofe fe- 
licity is infeparably entwined with your own ; a huf- 
band acknowledged as highly deferving, and a beaute- 
ous infant, whole little eyes are railed to you for pro- 
t«6:ion, for inftruftion, and for peace : Oh ! cloud not 
lus budding life Jby-a grief fo ftrange and unaccounta- 
ble ; his lovely cheek fhould not thus oarly be wafli- 
cd hj the tear of forrow. Oh, pierce not thus the bo- 
fom of her who hath reared you to womanhood, whofe 
prime hopes of temporal enjoyment reft with you, and 
who, in confequcnce of that autliority, which by high 
Heayen is vefted in her, demands of you an account 
of that latent woe, which, gaining Jlrength by conceal- 
ment^ is thus preying upon all your promifed jgys. 
Speak, I conjure you, fpeak ; and let your communi- 
cations mitigate the pangs, which ceafe not to lace- 
rate the bofom of your afflidled and commiferating 
mother. 

The evening of the day, which had prefented the 
foregoing addrefs, returned Mary the fubjoined reply. 
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Ti «jX ''^^'' ^^^ honoured IJiom^^. 

PITYING angels — ^animuft I then fpeak ? affur- 
^dly I. nw^ft— every confideration unqueftionably points 
out an explanation. 

I have funk, mortifyingly funk, in liie eftimation of 
her whofe approbation I ^ii^ould die to .preferve ; and I 
liave inflicted upon her the fevered angUifh ; yet, prob- 
ably, her tender bofom may Jbe di(burthened, bya 
knowledge that her Margaretta is not .altogether fo 
culpable as fhe hath apprehended : And duty feems 
to impel an unreferved confidence ; for the honoured 
woman, to whom I am primarily indebted for every 
thing tl>at qui render life valt^able, :hath coxnmaxideji 
,me to be explicit. 

But ftop !— can duties clafii ? Ought the difcred: 
female %o ,accufe him to whom fhe hath voluntarily 
yielded her moft facred and folemn vows ? ,Can. Mar- 
garetta criminate: her Edward \'\ \ ! 

Yet> poffibly, \wbat I have to xirge in my own de* 
. fence, may riot exhibit .my "Hamilton in a cenfurable 
point i>f view ; fr<^ a mutable being we are not to 
expert in^Utability ; and, if my conjedhircs have 
their foundation in truth, though I may be wretched? 
I will not be unjiift. It is nsceffary tha^t I juftify my- 
felf to my mother ; but I will not dare to caft a fhadc 
upon the charafter cff a:inan> whom I regard as xha 
^firft of created, brings. 

Hardly three months after our -marfiage'had clap- 
fed, when Edward exhibited marks of a growing and 
deep-felt inquietude ! an imptnetrable gloom over- 
ftiado^^ed every feature ! Had you witnef^d, as liiave 
done, and ftiU do, the lafting and feriqus ib;rrows of 
liis bofom, your maternal remonftrance would have 
been addreffed to him, rather than to your unfortilnate 
child. Often hath 'he regarded me with a fixed and 
melancholy attention ; and ;when, .alarmed and tcrri- 
£ed, I liave fought the caufe of his myfterious dq)ort- 
anent, as if unable to command his grief, he hath fici 
wijh precipitation from my importunities. To induce 
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bhtt to difclofe the fatal fecret o£ his heart, no means, 
within my power have been left unaflayed ; and al- 
though failing in my well intended eflForts, I have ftill 
endeavoured. to foodie and woo his fleps to the fweet- 
and flowery paths of peace. - 

With the fevere eye of unrelenting rigour, I have, 
examined my own -condudl : Probably I am under tlie 
dominion of felf-partiality ; for, in regard to him, I 
cannot view myfelf.as reprehenfible either in thought ^ 
word^ or. deed*-- 

When, by your dire^fon^ I announced ^to him my 
expectation of prefenting him with a little being, who 
would bring into the world with it, its claims to hU 
fondeft affedions,-r^Oh> Madam ! inftead of the tSt€t 
which, we naturally imagittedy .the forrcws of his heart 
became ungovernable ; with convulfed and agonized 
emotions, he da^d his hands — Never fhall I forget 
hii exclamation ; it founded like adeathrwarrant to my 
ear—*' Gracku^. GodJ- nureicby^fwretcb thai I am /"— — 
What he would have added^ I know not ; for, over^ 
powered by my grief and my furprife, I funk lifelefs 
at his feet ; and whca,by his endeavours, and* thofe of. 
the attendants whom he fumimoned to my relief, I 
was recalled to iienfe and;to recoUedion, I found him. 
kneeling by my bed fide»,aO[iduouily and tenderly em- 
ployed in. my. reftoration, and his tranfportsat behold* 
ing me, as he exprefled. himfelf, once more open my 
eyes to love and to him, at feeing the bloom again r«- 
▼iiit my cheeks, were, he declared, tlie moft ^xquifite. 
he had ever expierienced I. 

You will not doubt, that* I feized this tender mo- 
xnent^.to expoftalate with him relative to his heart-af- 
fedingand foul-piercing eipreflions> of grief, and con-- 
tinned melancholy ;. but, although he beheld. me, as I 
then. fupQofed, with unabating affe^on, although he. 
foothed my fpirit by the moft delicate and unequivo- 
cal aiTurances, he- neverthelefs turned a deaf ear to 
the voice of my fupplication ! Edward Hamilton hath . 
a ftrong and determined mind.; fortitude is innate in« 
bojCbm. \ he can wear to the public eye, and even to 

the: 
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the circle of his friends, a face of tranquillity, while 
his breaft is a prey to the moft perturbed fenfations. 

Fearful of difgufting him by my perfecutions, I ban- 
iihed from my lips every expreffion of my anxiety ; 
and, as fSr as was in my power, I difmii^d from my 
features the inquietude of my bofom. I ftudied, by 
my every movement, his pleafure ; and I flattered mj- 
felf, that the birth of my child, by giving a new tnm 
to his ideas, would reftore my felicity. It is true that 
I had nothing to complain of, except the corroding 
grief, with which he evidently ftruggled, and which, 
not with (landing his efforts to conceal it, was generally 
the companion of his private hours .: For the reik, I 
judged myfelf in poffeffion of his heart, and his de- 
portment was defcriptive of the moft refined and faith- 
ful attachrnent. 

Thus pafled the days, until the arrival of my pang- 
ful hour. Youj dear Madam, were a witnefs to the 
diftreffing agitation of his foul, during that perilous 
and tremendous period ; you heard and repeated his 
fervid vows for my fafety ; they were mt^ic m mf 
' ears ; ddubtlefs they were fincere, for the "heart of 
Edward Hamilton is a« tender as it is manly. You 
alfo witneffed the rapt fenfation of his grateful (pirit, 
when he received his fon ; you heard and marked the 
paternal bleffings, which he poured upon His young- 
ling head ; and, it is true, that the little creature k as 
dear to him, as the vital ipark which warms him to 
exiftence — ^ut alas I this h the fiim total of my tnjoy^ 
7}ients / The anguifh of heart, which is deilroying the 
father of my childi feems daily to atigment !#The tears, 
of wliich he is apparently unconfcious, often bedew the 
face of my infant ! Frequently, as if by mutual con- 
fcnt, we gaze in filent forrow upon the dear innocent, 
and when Hamilton fuppofes himfelf unobferved, his 
eyes and hands are raifed toward heaven ; and in all 
the majefty of innate woe, he pathetically makes his 
appeal to the Searcher of all hearts, while reftitude, it 
fhould i^ttci^ is the motto of his Kfe. 

Yet, 
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Yet* I will not withhold ibme circuniftances» that* 
haVe produced inferences* which my full foul hath re^ 
coiled at admittiAg^ Alas* my mother ! will you not 
efteem me wretched, when I confefs to you* that I- 
have but too much reafou to {vLpj^fk.myfil/ the. origin- 
of his tnisfirtune* 

Some weeks after the birth of my little William, L 
wa&^alarm^d. by the frequent* abfence of Hamilton ; 
and as Ifirtore ans^ remarks thereorii being. unwiUing to- 
embitter^ 1/ my expajflulations^, , the fenu nunnents ntihich he 
gllonaed me^A continued ignorant of. the. manner \Vk 
which he a]^opriated his time*. Accident^ at lengthy, 
informed me that all thofe hours of which he had rob- 
hed me* were devoted, to Sera&ia ! and from her he 
always retumed^a prey to the deeped and moft > fear* 
fol chagrin. 

The fhock which my tendemefs aad'niy fenfibility 
received* in a moment fo replete with a^^ih* I af* 
lay not to defcribe ; but reaibn* I blefs God* darted 
athwart the region. of my foul her. beamy hifluence. 
Serafina was ,the dfter of . my heart ; fhe was a lovely 
and an amiable woman* Edward and Serafina had 
keen edt^cated together from early life, ; their habits 
of iatinvicj "were confirmed ; and I confidered* that if 
lier.iGbciely ppflefled more charms than mine* Edward 
was anfertanate* but not culpablcv. 

I iBBiitdiately formed che-refolution, of ^foliciting her 
t» beccme an inmate. in our.houfe ; and when I made 
my ptcpofal to Hamtlton* he received it nviih more fatis'^ 
faiihn than myfielingt ceuld n»eU tolerate ; he kifTed my 
hand wi^ .rapture.; . a gleam. of joy vermilioned his 
dieek* and he. flew to acquaint M& Clifford with the 
'wifhes which I had exprelTed. . 

Sbrafina too dtlmonjlrated the higheft complacency ; a reji-^ 
dtncc viith her, Margarettayjhe ivas^pleafid to fay ^ 'would * 
compute her felicity ; and, fhe could mt. heft t ate ^ isihen afit^ 
uation every .ivay eligible nuas tendered to her. acceptance. 

Our plan .was no fooner concerted than put into ex« 
Qcution : Mifs Clifford was eflablifhed in this manfiouj 
Kfid-Haxsikoa no longer wandered abroad J When I, 

jRi. aw 



198 The G L E A Kf E R. t^. X3L 

am prefent, Hamilton hath never, for a fingle moment^ 
abated his marked attentions to me ; and he r^ards 
Serafina in his accuftomed manner ; but if I unei- 
pedtedly join them, although they have apparently 
been engaged in the moft atfedingly interefting con* 
verfation, they are immediately filent, embarrafled and 
uneafy 1 

The fine eyes of Serafina are often drowned in tearSs 
and the grief of Hamilton feems to know no bounds ! 
Two weeks fince, upon the morning of the day on 
which you furprifed me yielding up my whole fbtil to 
ibrrow, fVippofmg Hamilton in his clofet, I took my 
needle-work, with a defign, while fitting be/ide him, to 
make one more effort to allure him into the Iweet and 
flowery walks of tranquillity. He was not there-*- 
but an open piece of paper lying" upon his fcrutoirc, 
Written by the hand of Serafina, in which 1 faw my 
nanne in large chara(5lers infcribed, caught my atten-* 
tlon. I read it — its contents are indelibly engraven 
upon the' tablets of my heart ; and, with a trembiing 
hand, I tranfcribe them for your perufaL 

** THAT I love not my own foul beUer than I dd 
^ my Edward Hamiltc^n, I truft he will always be^ 
^ lieve. I have received his exfofiu/aUry ktter^ and hf 
** that iave luhich nve muiuaify av&<Uf I conjtipe hha tB 
'^ confider, weigh, ponder, and reflect. Can JSdward 
•' conjign Margaretia to ruin f Can he he firgttfid of tin 
«* interefl tmd fOjeU-Mng of his infant foi^ ? If Hamilton 
** will give to theie 'claims their dtte 'fueight^ I peffuade 
«• myfelf that he will then liften to the voice of pru* 
** dence— of that prudence which is, in ikis infiance^ 
" regent in the bofom of t« n it 

^ DERAFIMA ClIFFORH. 

I read, I fay — ^and the agony of my fpirit was in* 
txpreflSble — ^witb a wild air I turned toward the win* 
dovj; ; and, as if fate had determined to niake me 
completely wretched, I beheld Edward and Sera£na> 
arm under arm, walking down the gravel-walk of ouf 
little flower garden : This, at iucha momeat, tras to^ 

much* 
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nnich. With precipitate and unequal fteps, impai^> 
fioned almoft to frenzf, I hafted from the clofet, fly- 
ingy as £(»- refuge, to my own. It was at diis diibeilkig 
jundure, that you. Madam, looked in upon me ; you 
faw, and your eye condemned the irregular expreflions 
of a forrow to which you was a ftranger ; but I flat- 
ter myfelf that you will, in future, rather pity than 
cenfure your Margaretta. 

Real ilinefs, through that fatal day, ferved me* as ail 
apcdogy for not making my appearance at dinner, or 
at evening tea time ; and, in the courfc of the night, 
Teafon taught me fuificieftt felf-command, to appear tol- 
jerabJy compofed ^t breakfaft the next morning. As 
i left the writing precifely as I found it, there cannot 
be an idea entertained of the fufpicions which wound 
my bofoiti ; and if it is mine to fuflPer, I am deter* 
inined to fufFer in filence.— Thufe, dear and hon- 
oured Madam, you will fee that I have no common 
caufe of forrow — ^that I am not fo very fauhy as you 
conceived* Thus have I entitled myfelf to your ad* 
vice ; and thus you will be indaced to phy your 

JSJargahetta Hamxltoit* 

Mary fadltated net to diipatch the following appro^ 
Wteg reply^ 

. To Mrs. Hamilton* 

HO, inv poor fixSerex', you do not ftand in need 
^ adtice— perfevere as you have begun— Mr. Haim 
il^M is a man cS fenfe atid feeling ; he ^v£il roufe to 
«Tccolle^o<i of your virtvres, and your reward will 
^gt^ast. B^KeVc me, I glory in ifcy child. ■■ " * 
My tears flow fo faft, I cannot add j and I c4n only 
fay, that I asn indeed yottl: comxhifinrnititlg aitd UiEtd^t 
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Worth,, (lerlmg worth,, amid- the ordeal (Iiinos^ . 
CoDvit^ion gems' it — truth the polilh gives ; , 
Albefto6 like, it whitens in the flames, 
Aud in -eternal tecordft brightening lives.. 

SIXTING,^, lafteTfinkig, in the little apartment 
which I have devoted to pjeafurev properly term-- 
ed fentimental, I was endeavouring, while Mary was . 
fcated.by my fide, .to anaufe the hours which (he em-, 
ployed. at her needier- by a re-perufal of Gibbon*s . 
Roman Hiftory., We had p;^dour afternoon, in a. 
rain attempt ta inveftigate the caufe of the infelicity^ 
of our dau^ter ; we went over and over thi& ground^ 
we traced and rc-traced, we exhaufted the powers o£ 
rctrofpeftion, until wearied amid the wilds of conjee-? 
ture, we. attained the pfecife. point from which, we at 
firfl fat oC 

I had forborne to quefiion either Mr* oe Mrs. Ham^r 
ilton,. imagining thiait the difcretion of 'Margarettat 
mufl inevitably become finally triumphant; and I' 
Qooceived, .befidesf th^t. any interference, coniidering: 
the exquifite fenfibility and delicate circumflances of 
the partiesf, muft. unavoidably increaie the evil we. 
l&mented; 

But^ to delineate, the agonized perj^exity wiuch' 
tempered the bofom of Mary, is impofUble ! the per« 
turbed .£gh« humid cheek, and fwoln eye, proclaimed 
the anmiiLof her fpirit ;. while fhe in vain endeavoured . 
to reaSume the wonted ibrtitude. and equability, of her 
difpofkion* 

Laft evening, .however, wiping from, her face tha 
tear of maternal woe, and callmg into adion all thoie 
cfiarts which it is the privilege of . tender efteem to • 
embody, Lfo far fiKcecded in my attempts to foothe* 
her mind^ as to procure a temgoraryi calm ; and preff- 
ing, as an auxiliary, my admired. hi ftorian» my pxir* 
pofe was to draw her off, atleaft fbrthe moment|.« 

jEroijL 
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from the contemplation of the melancholy confe* 
qaenccs of her daughter** marriage. 

We had but juft invefted our penfive tete-a-tete^ with. 
a degree of apparent ferenity, when Mrs. Hamilton^ 
without being announced, nrflied haftily ihto the apart- 
ment. Our aftonilhment at fo unexpeded a vifit, "wa^ 
in no fort abated by the wild extravagance of which 
her air and manner were defcripttve r it wa5, however, 
the mania of joy ; and, without giving us time for re- 
fltiftion or interrogation, throwing herfelf fuddenjy at 
my feet, with clafped hands, and all the dellriimi of 
rapture, fbe exclaimed — " O Sir ! O my father! blefs, 
** hlcfs, your happy child I— delay not to befto^v your 
^ benedidion upon' this, the mod blifsful period of 
**■ her life ; thus giving the paternal voice, to fanftion 

* and compete that meafurc of felicity i- ifrhich per- 
** haps her wayward and defpondlng heart hath but 

* ifl deferred." * ' 

Alarpied and appr^henfive, I wo«ld ftare folded her 
to my breaft, at no moment hefitating to pi^onounce a 
blefling, which was ever the fpontaneoos dilate of 
my heart ; but ere I could litter a word, fpringing 
*"ap and hafting forward, fhe*Arew her ftiewy armi 
around the nick of Rfery. •* O ihy mother, mf 
** more thin mother f embrace y bur* new not forrow- 
^ ing, but pcrfed^ly affured iand extfeticly enraptured 

* Margaretta v^ - - - 
Mary, alternately clafping her -<6 her bofon^i and 

regarding her ^itli looks of agonised terrorj ftniggled 
in vain for utterance ; the iibpaffioncd feelings of her 
foul difdained language, and the perturbed emotions 
which agitated her fpirit, were exprelFed only by an 
affefting and defcriptive filence. ' 

For myfelf, I am free to own, that Ae fcerie had al- 
moft unmanned me 5 and, that trembling equally for 
my wife and daughter, I could notbave fupported it? 
a moment longer. It was intenupted by the entrance 
<tf Edward Hamilton and Serafina. ** Ah, my love !'' 
cried Hamilton, " why do you thus cruelly deprive 
*• me of your prrfcnce j at a moment too, when you 

" haye> 
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** haye, as It were> renovated my exiftencc ; when you 
** have relieved me from a burthen that, by its mighty 
'^preflbrc, had .well near cruihed.my every hope of 
" happinefs this fide the eternal world ; when you. 
•' kive new pointed, every felicity, and taught me ftill 
" more highly to appreciate the ineftiniable worth 
" of yoiirfelf, and .of your ennobling affe<Sion ! Were 
** it poffible . I could call my Margaretta unkind, her 
" abfence at fuch a time, would be the only pjea that 
could juftify my accufation. Buknuho talks of accti- 
fation ? Margaretta, like the Being, from -whom (he 
origliates,. and who hath formed, her a near refem^ 
" blaacc of his blefled felf, unreftrvedly forgives ; and^. 
** inftuenced alfo by an eiam{>Ie fa fair, while m*ged ^ 
" by their, own lenient benevolence^ our revered bene-* 
'* favors, parents, friendsf will likewife condefcend to> 
" fignany acquittal ;. and thus their once almoft def-* 
" pairing culprit, reftored to peace and to them, will 
<* new pTume his hopes> and| re'emharJdhg.upion the 
" voyage of life, he will truft. that prosperous gales 
" may attend his once fhipwrecked profpefts.'* 

Margfretta» ench-cled^ in the arms ofv her Kufliand,^ 
bent* hey fw«et face upon his bofom, while Serafina,p 
•nthufiaftically f^effing her. hands to her. lips, mur-^ 
mured in broken, fentences — ^^ Lovely and forgiving^ 
^Jtfitrl a filler indeed.! angelic Margaretta ! May* 
•* God in heaven greatly reward and "forever, blefs 017^ 
^ indulgent Margaretta." 

But not to £itigue the reader, Hy the incoherently: 
agitated manner, in .which we finally obtained Ian ex« 
planation of.thefc myfterious. appearances,. I will piece 
together materials which, through, many bi?eaks and 
paufes, I received, andprefent. a fuccin^ narrative o£ 
circunriitances, that have produced an ecdairciieipent, 
which hath rendered Margaretta, in, her own eftima-^ 
tion, the happteftof; women* 

The opening dawn, of yeflerday prefented aierene. 
autumnaJ morning, and the advancing day confinned 
the pleafing mdications of its rofy. harbinger* 

The 
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The ripened fruits of autumn gathered in, iheJin- 
-tiufhious fwain once more hailed the intenral ' which, 
trrowning his hopes, permitted him to indulge a l\if- 
^endon oFhis labours ; the very air, gently moving 
*he motley foliage of the grove, inipregnated with the 
'feeds of bland and focial peace, and difburthened oi 
the undulating and bufy clang, feemed to breathe the 
true fpirit of grateful and unmolefted contemplation ; 
^wbile all varying nature apparently wore the femblance 
of tranquilUty. 

Margaretta made the comparifon— Jhe coul3^n# 
.'longer ibpport the dreadful contrail which her bofom 
« exhibited ; and, afferting herfelf, fhe determined to 'be 
peremptory in her demand of an explanation. For 
many hours fhe revolved her important purpofe ; her 
ripirit laboured* with its interefUng defign ; her breaft 
"•was the feat of inquietude, and her foul was heavily 
oppreflcd; How to prefent 'herfelf ; how to introduce 
^er fubjed ; in what language to clothe thofe fbrrows 
"which (he 'had hitherto ^ afliduoufly fought to veil 
^om the eye of Hamilton — thefe were queftions which 
-ftrongly agitated every faculty of her mind ; but all 
'lier attempts to concert a plan of operation were inef- 
-fedtual, until at length, tortured by reflection, hefitat- 
ing, trembling and irrefolute, fhe bent her fleps toward 
that faloon, which Edward had confecrated the fcenc 
-of bis moft retired moments ; fliither, at certain hours 
-of the day, fhe knew that he repaired ; upon this foli- 
tude fhe had never before ventured to intrude ; yet, by 
rflow and folemn movements, urged by defpair, fhe now 
-approached : She drew toward the recefs^the door was 
*but half clofed ; Edward and Serafina, for the purpofe 
-of obtaining an uninterrupted conference, had pre- 
- -vioufly retired there. Serafina was feated on a fofa, 
her face bathed in tears ; Edward, evidently over- 
powered by grief, reclined by her fide ; he prefFed the 
•left hand of Serafina to his lips, while her. right was 
thrown afFedionately over his fhoulder ! 

** O Edward ! *' with a voice almofl choaked by 
forrow, exclaimed Mifs Clifford, " why are you thus 

** unkindly 
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<* unlcindi)r perfeveriiig ? Falfe fentiments betray you* 
**My attacnmeijt to you is clofely interwoven with 
** my exiftence, I ftand upon the brink of a precipice, 
** down which your unyielding obduracy will not fa3 
** to plunge me ! Again I afTure youy that my happi- 
'* nefe or mifery is involved in yours ! If you become 
** an exile from your country, doubtlefs I fhaU be the 
** comp^on of your flight ; but whither fhall we go ? 
** in what recefc can we bide curfelves ? Is it pcmblc 
<* that we can voluntarily confign to irremediable ruin, 
** tlie kvely and affe^ionate Margatretta ?. Is it poffible 
** that yoih t^^ ^ father^ qan deliberately rotolvc tQ 
" blaft the ]uft budding profpe^s of liira, who now, ua- 
** confcious of the threatened danger, lulled in the crar 
** die of innocence, fmiles witlj celeftial fweetnefs ?'* 

Margaretta had entered ^mobfcryed ; fhebadbehdi 
the attitude of two perfons whom (he liad accuftotned 
Iierfelf not only tenderly to love> but reveringly to ef- 
teem. The moft envenomed pangs of defpaur at thai 
moment pervaded her bofom — a fcverifli kind of aa- 
guifti £bemed to drink up the purple ftream of life—* 
ner voice was loft, and her fight well ^ear abforbed 
Unable to proceed, ibe funk upon the ready fettec^ 
which -the fecond ftep prefented — (h? diftin^ly hear4 
the exclamation of Serafina h !— r-and the powers of ai*- 
imation fufpending their operations, fhe funJp motioi^ 
iefs upon the fettee — a figh burft fpontaneoufly froiD 
her bofom — a figh, tliat mjght well be knagined the 
immediate harbinger of death ; it firft drew the atteiv- 
tion of Serafina — Hamiltcn ftarted from his feat, and 
witli mingHnff furprife, anguifh and terror, they mutu- 
ally flew to the fuppofed expiring fufferer. Their ap 
plications were in part fuccefsful ; the adive principle 
of life refunded its fundions, and a gradual refuicitatiofl 
pervaded the fyftem. Reafon, neverthelefs, as if in* 
dignant at the outrages which flie had fuftained, ^^ 
aloof ; and k was but too evident, that Miaigaretta 
pofleiTed not diat flne arrangement which had i^ ' 
erto regulated the feelings of her dignified aivl V-^ 
tie mind. 



\ 
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Her wanderings, however, imbibed the hue, and 
; partook the prevailing bent of her natural difpofition ; 
and amid her incoherent ramblings, the true iituation 
' of her foul was exprefled. 

In pathetic language ihe lamented hfer own hard 
fate ; and, addrefling Serafina, whom flie believed to 
be Mary, fhe quoftioned her in regard to the propriety 
and eligibility of a reparation from Edward. She faid 
that her attachment to her hufband could never know 
abatement ; but (lowering her voice, as if fearful of 
being overheard) as he was devoted to another, flic 
thought it was becomiijg her character to relinqniih 
her claims; fhe wiflied, indeed, that'Edwerd and Mifs 
Clifford had'fooner underftood the nature of their mu- 
tual attachment — But perhaps they might have much 
to plead in their own defence ; and that, for her part, 
though ifhe was at a lofs to trace the origin of the ca- 
lamity which had overtaken her, and could not juftly 
accufe herfelf of intentional error, yet ifhe wifhed ev- 
- ery body welL That they need not be reSuced to the 
•neceffity of abandoning the counti:y ; for if fhe could 
but obtain one of thofe mofsrgrown caverns, which fhe 
had heard were fo numerous in the dominion of Old 
Ocean*s God, in thofe" watery abodes fhe wpuld feek 
her deceafed father ; poflibly too, her fupplications 
might draw do"wn the fainted fpirit of her injured 
mother ; and ii* fhe might be permitted to take with 
her the darling boy, for whom her laft figh would 
arife, they woum be a family of love — fbe would foothe 
'■ the woe-fraught bofcMns of her parents — ^fhe would pre- 
pare for her infant fon an oozy bed, the fea-green turf 
' fhould pillow his little head, and, by the murmuring 
waters of fome coral grove, he fhould be lulled to reft. 
Hamilton, agonized beyond exprefiion, in the fren- 
zy of the moment, would have put a period to his ex- 
iftence ; -but by Serafina, who is ever prefent to her- 
felf, he was wooed, and awed to fome degree of com- 
pofiire. 

Serafina, by the afliftance ojf a faithful female, con- 
<lu(5ted Margaretta to her chamber ; and^ while fhe 

S offered 
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offered tip to Heaven her"f11^iit and fervid *toWs tor 
the perfe<5t reftoratton of her friend, fhe availed 'hcrfejf 
of the idea Ihe entertained that flie w^ her iriddKr ; 
and, afluming the mildly commandmg air, '(he had fo 
frequently obferved Mary to wear, fhe gently remon- 
flrated, prefled and foothcd, until fhe had placed Mrs- 
Hamilton upon her pillow, .when,:fei2ing the cxa^ 
.Crilis, in the fofteft key, ihe proceeded to chaimt the 
mcft plaintive, harmonizing and duicfet ftrains, 'vO^ithin 
the compafs of her jnuficaT voice,, Until fhe beheld the 
difordcred; mourner embraced by thofe flumbers^from 
which fhe doubted not Ihe ^woiild awake, in the fall 
pofTeflion of her charming intelled:s* Having thus ef- 
fectuated' this falutary purpofe, leaving Margaretta to 
an xittendant,her.ncxt care was to rejoin 'Hamilton. 

It was impoflible not to underft'ahd the nature of 
the fufpiciCns, which, it -was apparent, had fo deeply 
impre/led the foul of Margaretta ; and. a retrofpcftion 
convinced tliem, that even in the bofom of apathy, 
reafon, from a variety of circumftances, would have 
originated conjeAures. Edward acknowledged, ths^t 
a defperate difeafe demanded a decifive remedy ; he 
trembled for the confequences ; but his deareft hopes 
now pointed out tile moft unreferved confidence. 
Alas ! had he known tlie heart of my daughter, how 
many pangs he might have fpared her. But the lim- 
ited pages of this publication forbid remarks. 

Seranna, obtaining full power to a6t agrfee^bly to 
her own difcretion, returned to the chatnber of Marga- 
retta, fratight witli a fovereign fpecific fbr her wdunded 
fpirit ; when, difmifTmg the girl, 'and feating herfelf be- 
tiide her, fhe impatiently waited Jhier'reieafe from diat 
falutary repofe, to w^ichihe had'been fb folicitous to 
confign her. 

Margaretta at length opei^ed her grief-fwoln eyes ; 
the traces of deep-felt melancholy were vifible in her 
countenance ; but reafoti; it was' evident, had rdumcd 
her operations, and the.exprefllon of every feature was 
dtfcriptive of a mild and aiTcdirig kiiid of refignation. 

" How ^.re you, mj fweet friend ?■' foothmglj 
^lxe&,ioi(icd Seraiina. '^^ JJfl!^ 
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** Not weUj Semfina ;'* retHrne<i M^rgBiretj::^ ; and* 
after a moment's pauie* letisBg fiill; Q^ioff tearsi in ait 
afib(9ing tone of voice, ihe adde<i;^ '^ Ir ami Mifs CUi^ 
**fer<i» the daM^er of mi«foi*iine ; my parentage 
*' was earl^ announced ; aadf tiio«igh. db« interpoiition 
^of niy bleiTed £rtend& and ben^a^rs* would^ by 
^adopting me into, their fimUji haye fiiajiK:hed. from 
** me the bitter cup of adverfity, yet, to ilru^gle^againi^ 
'^the unakeral^ decrees of an alWife Prbvidknce, 
** it b in vain we aifay !." 

Serafina, inexprefSbly aifcdted; delayed not her rem- 
edy, buc immediately taking her hand, which, fhe be- 
dewed with her tears, Ihe deliyered hcrfelf to the fol- 
lowing effe<ft : — 

"You are undoubtedly anangelic woman ; hardly 
** any lot could be confidcred as fully adequate to 
"your uncommon merit ; yet, if my admeafurement of 
*^the mind of Margaretta is juft, the fecret which I* 
*.' have to communicate, will baniih from her bofdm its 
*• moft corroding forrows- 

*' I ihall make my recital in as few words as pofiible ; 
•'and^ although^ I may criminate the everlaftingly 
^ abfent, yet 3 will not be fo unjuft to myfeif, as to 
•• fuppofe that the fadt which I have to ftatc, will leffen 
•• me m your efteem. The bofom of my Margaretta 
*^iythe. natal habitation of candour ; and, while I in- 
vform her that Edward Hamilton and myfelf, owe 
•* oxsx being to the fame father, the. iienfation that is 
**moft prevalent in my breaft, is a plealing kind of: 
**confcious pride, 

** While Mr. Harmlton, the elder, trania<Sled bufinefs 
** in Europe, he faw and diilinguifted my unfbrtT*nate 
^ mother. A circumftantial narrative of the tender, 
** though unwarrantable connexion, which was the 
" confequence, you will find in thcfe fheetsi *wi^fcA are 
•* the hand-writing of my father ; the charaSers are 
^familiar to your eye f and I yield them cheerfully to' 
•' the perufal of fome ferene hour. 

" It appears, that the only fault of which my ill-fated^ 
^motbei: could. bfi.accufed^ was her unjuTtiiiable and. 

« fatal 
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•^ fatal attaclunent to my father : the ftruggles of her - 
**foul were great ; her fu£Ferings were accumulated j-, 
** SLmiTaibeT of ffxtcnuatsrfg /ai^s the narpative faithfully^ 
•* records 5 and th© Elkil feelings of a daughter's heart* 
*^ naturally fuggeft a perfuallon^ that when, at thd 
•* moment of my birth, flie yielded up her life, ih& 
V facrifice may be regarded as an expiation for her 
^ indifcretion. 

** My fethcT' called me by her name j'and,Tetum- 
** ing to America, prefented me, then only fix month§^ . 
^old, to his lady, as^ aa orphan, whofe perfon and for- 
** tune were entrufted to his- care by her. expiring pa-* 
*^ rents, and to whom he was. determined to di/charge- 
" the part of a tender and faithful guardian. 

" The foul of Mrs. Hamilton was die feat of unfitf- 
**^fe£fitig vipiue^ and fhe received me to the bofom of 
•* commiferatiBg affeftion ; but I had not paffed my 
•* third year, when this excellent lady was fummoned' 
**tothe manfion prepared for her ; and my father ex- 
" changed no fecond vows. The attention which he 
" paid to my education^ hath often been remarked to 
** you ; and though, until 1 had completed my twelfth* 
**^year, I viewed him only as my guardian friend, yet' 
** upon the tablets of my heart tlje fincerefl veneration 
** for his character was infcribed. Zdward, bom dur-- 
** ing the abfence of his fWher^ had only one year the 
'•advantage of me, and it was on the twelfth return 
** of my natal day^ that, leading us to his library, and"' 
•* putting into niy hands thofe papers, which, I have 
" now committed to yours, he thus exprefled himfelf v 
** Receive — Serafina CliflFord" — and the big tear rolled 
^ down his venerable cheek — f" receive the recital of* 
f* your mother's woes. I have marked, with a per- 
•'turbed and anxious kind of pleafure, the uncommon 
" attachment by which my children diftinguifh them- 
•^felves.; yours is the age of imiocence, and your 
••affedlions bud on the ftem of virtue 5 but a little on- 
" ward, and the paflions of youth too often affume a 
** baleful and fatal hue — ^thefe, alas ! may perhaps pre- 
« cipitate you -into . a . gulph of ruin— — s-I judge it* 

« proper. 
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^proper to commit to you a ficrei-^-^thzt I eonunand 
« 70U n«ver, brat in aniiour of unavoidable waeffity^ to. 
<^ divulge-— —iSjMw, Edixiard HamHtorty that Serafinn 
•< Ciiford is your Jiflcr ; Jbe is the dattghter of your fa-^ 
*« ther--^Kn»\}i^ Sirafina Clifford^ that Edward HamUtgn 
** is your br<aher ; be is the fin of your father ; a^ ufcjt, 
^* the heads of my children may the UeffiHgs of Heaven de» 
*^fcend /** Here the emotions of his foul became too 
** big for utterance ; he was unwilling to fubmit them 
** even to the eye of duteous affedion, and, he hailily 
•* wididrew. . 

•• For us, our bofoms were awake only to the ming- 
** ling feniattons of furprifc and joy.* i, for my part, 
* never experienced a rapture fo fincere ; and, no 
*• longer reilrained by the prefence of our father, we 
*• flew into each other's arms, eager to exchange thofc 
^vows of eternal amity^ which we have ever ixnct in* 
^ violably observed* . 

•• With one half of his ample fortune, mj father, 
*♦ by gifts, inveftltures and laft teftament, fcrupuloufly 
** endowed me ; and, as I enjoy no maternal inherit- 
^ ance, my every pecuniary emolument is derived from . 
•*him 5 Yet, he fo well concerted his mealbres, as to 
••"lead every one concerned to imagine, that he was. 
•• only relinquilhtng a truft that had been repofed iit. 
•*him* 

* The remainder of my account I fkall pafs rapidly 
•♦over. When Mn Courtland's pretenfions were ap- 
••parendy approbated by you^ my brother, (Iruggling 
-•♦ in vain to rife fuperior to an attachment, which he 
** Aen.. deemed unfbrtunata^ fought a remedy in ab- 
•? fence ; and> flying for refuge to the fouthcrn States, 
••melancholy, and almofi, delpairing, he affayed the. 
••various rounds of diflTpation ; gaming became his.^ 
••favourite amufement } and, in a few weeks, it is 
•*^fcarcely credible what immenfe fums of money were' 
^fquandered ! Mortifying embarran'ments were the 
•• confequence ; and had it not been for the extraordi- * 
•*nary- interpofition of a friend of uncommon merit,. 
^ las immediate- ruin would have fucceeded. 

S 2. ♦^^ Viewing 
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Viewing himfelf, howjcver, as yoangy and -uncon- 

V nefted, he was prepared to meet the nrowns of for-' 
** tune ; and fuppofing he had obtained the cure of a- 
*.' padion^ that had. gained ftrengtl* with almoft every 
" added year of his hfe, he returned home, well pleafed' 
" with his expedition. The event proved witat an er- 
*^ coneous calctilation he had made ; and when he re- 

V ceived your hand at the altar, he trufted that future- 
*f fucceffes, economy and application, would retrieve- 
" his'affairs- What fhall I fay ? — every month he hath* 
"accumulated misfortunes; and. the rapid decline of 
"his finances hath., operated as, a fevere check upon 
" his deareft pleafures. When you <:ommunicated to* 
•*him your expedation of augmenting his felicity, by* 
** prefenting him an. invaluable pledge of love, he was- 
*f then ftruggling under the prefTure of a recent difap- 
** pointment ; he. reflated upon himfelf as a prodigal,' 
*• who had wafted the patrimony of the unborn, i ou» 
•*-muft recoUedl his unguarded and impafiioned expref- 
•*^ fions,. with the alarming eflPedls which they produced* 
<* upon you. He accufes himfelf as a wretch, who hath* 
** deceived you ; and he is miferable. . The generous* 
** forbearance of his fouthem friend, hath, hitherto up-- 
•♦ held him .; but that benevolent creditor hath himfelf » 
*^ become a bankrupt, and the ftate of my brother's af-* 
" fairs can no longer be concealed. My lovely iiiien 
^'muftfoon have known,, that her hufband is fome 
•• thouiands in arrears, which he hath not a (hilling to- 
** difcharge.. My fortune would completely reinftatc- 

*f him V wen have I tendered it Interrupt me not,* 

**my loveY' — for Margaretta was eager to exprefs"^ 
ker feelings ; " I have written,i I have repeatedly re- 
" monftrated : . To efFeftuate this favourite purpofe- 
«^ of my foul, I have revolved a variety of plans ; mj' 
** nights have been fpentia. tears, and my days -in at- 
•* tempts to conceal from you my.chagrin. . 

** Edward is withheld, by falfe principles of delicacy,- 
** from availing himfelf of what the laws of his coun-* 
** try,, but for the regulations of his father, would un- 
•• doubtedly have, iavefted him with ; Gladly would, it 

" comnait 
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♦« commit myfelf wholly into the handiof my brotherjL 
** The good or evil which awaits him, I would wifh toi 
<* ihare ; I would have.but one intereft between us, andi 
** I would be regarded only as the fifter of his heart. 

"But for him, he ftyles himfelf a wretch who hath; 
** deceived and betrayed you, and, under this appella-^ 
•*tion, he fhuns your prefence ; he cannot bear to ap-. 
** pear before your parents, the vidim. of extravagance ;. 
« he -meditates abfconding from America,, and if he 
** cannot be induced to telinquifh his defigni his fiftert 
** will bear him company in exile : But if matters cant- 
•* be adjufted, Edward may receive my intereil, at leaifc 
** as a loan. If Margaretta can forgive, and will be- 
«* come my auxiliary. Hie may yet poiTefs tranquillity j 
** and file will enfure to hcrfelf the eternal gratitude of 
•* two perfons, who will, upon alt occadons,: devote : 
** then^ves to the promotion of her felicity^" 

As Mifs .Clifford proceeded in her narrative, Mar* 
earetta had quitted * her cotich j ihe had continued, 
highly, agitated, traverfing up and down her atpart" 
xnent. Now her clafped hands, raifed eyes, and accel-' 
crated movements, exprefTed the big emotions which 
{bruggled:in her: bofom. ; now fhe threw abroad her 
hands in admiration, and now caifed them to-Heaven^ 
in a delirium of joy.: Vehemently feizing the firft 
paufe, fhe repeated — !^ Tranquillity ! — Gracious God ! 
^ — Can: Serafina Clifford HamUton — my divine fif- 
•* ter — my angel friend-*— my- ppaeerfpeaking, hope-in- 

** fpiring genius— can? ;^^ g^^fi ^^^ ^ ^^*^^ ^^ ^^^ ^*"* 
** tatic rapture of thh bliftfid moment ? Creator, and 
^^ Almighty Preferver of my life, how- have I deferved 
♦♦-this fullnefs of felicity, which, like a mighty torrent^ 
*♦ now burff&vupon jaie ? . Q Edward! lay /aultlfp9.fj^ 
•* injured hujband I but inftantly, on my knees, 1 will . 
•* fupplicate the benign tendemefs of. that manly bo- 
** fofifi,. tp intQTcede in my favour// 

Margaretta glided tliroughthe paflage— ^Hamilton- 
met her in an acljoining chamber ; where, with a per- 
ti^urbed and anxious fpirikf he had waited the reAilt o£. 
miut h^ termed :thfi cxiiik t)f his fate* It was not in. 

hift: 
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fais ptifwtr to praiMit the hfomUe pofture of his charm^ 
kig wife ; Margaretta bent before him ; said, witk 
Arearaing ejes and fupplicating hands, beibug^t his 
pardon for the error, into which a haft^, inexperienced 
and fufpicious fptrit had preci|kitated hen Edward in 
▼ain afiayed to raifo he» j by the emems of the dajr 
her reafon was. (lill in a degf ee diibrdered, and ilie in- 
fifted upon receiving her forgivenefs in form. . 

<< My God i -' cried Edward, flinging hixofelfbefide 
her, " this is too mnch ; receive once, more your of> ' 
** fending Haniilton ; endearour to eraijb from thy- 

* lovely bofom every painful remembrance. of his paft 
^ irregularities, and you may then nunaber him among 
^ the nappieft of human beinga. Dearer to my foul 

* than the Hght of heaven, my Margaretia hath eirer.f 
*^ been : . All amiably conliftent, and mildly good as-. 
** fhe is, ihe hath not, fhe never could be found in a i 
**reprehei^l^ wa^ ; and conieqviently> her huiband. 
** rnvtH have marked her pregrefs with an approbating: 
*^ eye ; confequently, he caa have nothing ta coi^- 
«• dsmn, nothing to forgive." 

The appearance . of Mi& Clifford ' iiifpended thci^ " 
tender contention ; and Margaoretta embraced the opf 
portnnity of hafting to impart to us> the aflimifliiBg ^ 
change which had taken place in her favour. 

The fubfequent fcene, in my reading parlour^ nat^. 
urally reiulted ; and, I only add, that ifthere ate, who 
do not greatly admire, and highly applaud the une^ 
qoivocal demonftrations of joy, with wluch my daugh- 
ter received the knowledge, that fhe muft r^inqmfk . 
ihe independence of affluence, and defcend to the hum-* • 
Wing grade> vrhKhJcaxiy and precarious circtanftanert: 
^oilif — I pky the frigi(tity of theic bofoms. . 
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DJECE.MSER^ 1793^. 

Maje(Hc o*er the |^ins December bends,^ 
In flaky heaps, o*cr hills and dales defcends ; . 
With icicltrs his hoary head is boiHid,. 
The tempeft fhrieks, the cold'winds bellow rounds 
Darknefs fpfireine in gloomy triumph reigns ; 
From time revolving, ^dded fubjedh gains ; \ 
Wide o*ef our world his fable mantle fpready , 
The funny hours and breezy gales are fled. 
Yet hdwfoe'er replete wiih partial wrongs^. 
Still to December ceafelcfs praife belongs : 
Period auguft ! thy ftar-gcmm'd records give 
That facred truth-. whicK bids the mourner live ; - 
On^hy broad diik the Iplendid beam imprefs*<i^ . 
Where unborn nations are fuprcmely blefs'd, 
Produfced in thy train th* cipc<Sled morn, 
On which a liberating God was bom ; 
The general weal all potent to fecure. 
To pay the forfeit^ and our woes endure s 
While hallelujahs 0iould afcend the ikies> . 
Fzans. high wrought from ev*ry tongue arffc. 

White bbfom'd month, glad hearts thy footAeps h^'. 
Sweeter thy carols than the vernal gale : 
With thee, the renovating work began,* 
That immortality bequeaths to man ; • 
Surprized, he glances. o'er the vaft profound,* : _ 
And marks, rejoicing, tby eventful round : 
So, on the veftments of the long daik night, 
The day-ftar dawns, blcft harbinger of light ; 
While the lorn wandVer, erft of hope bcguiFd, 
Dragged doubtful on through mviy a dreary wild»L. 
Shapes to the opening gleam, the matin fong,. 

And once. more mingles with the cheerful throng. 

• 

MY mind, much occupied and greatly cxercifedTi' 
by the deranged ftate of Mr. Hamilton's af- 
fiurs) together with-fome other vevy painful and deep« 
ly lacerating events, hath not found itfelf at liberty to 
p«rfue, with wonted avidity, its accuftomed avocations, 
llius circumftanced, as a fubftitute for the fubje^ on 
which I had intended to expatiate, I prefent, for the pe- 
x:|i&l of the r^ader,^the contents ^ of . a folded paper ' 1 

lately 



fatdf:pidbed u^ in one of 2117 iU^tui^nnnblies ;■ ndi 
whichy being without a fignature* it is not in my pow^ 
tr to reftore* in. any other way* to its (tt'igiaal pn^ie- 
tor. The fentiments ajad; language of mis little per*- 
formance, are evidently die dtvout and'fpontaaeous 
breathings'of a: chriftiantzed mind. And> sts I think 
that the pifece, altogether, may properly enough be- 
chara^trized«a:£ulo^ upon the month of December, 
1 have chofento Ghriiton this Gleaner: by the name o£ 
that celebriooft ppitios of time* 

\^Hcre fiti<yu3eth tSe Pafer.y 

« DECEMBER.— it is true thou hall been fruitfid . 
to me of misfortujaes ; naany a time hail thou lacerat- 
ed my bofom^ by. ravtihmg from me my deared enjoy- 
ments ; Aou haft ftabbed me in the tendered .part, 
and thy broadly wild and congealingi eye liath feemed.: 
to glut itfelf with my tears ; into thy frosen-ear jt is 
in vain that I have, poured my fprrows-; hard^ than 
adamant, thou; feemeifi to arreft the ilream of pity, and. 
thou regardeft my lamentations witli ftem and unrc- 
Icnting leverity ; thy ftorms have been as a whirlwind 
to my foul ;. and thy t€mpefts>*up-rooting my peace, 
have well near whelmed, beiaeaxh. the barre^.hej^ cL 
defpair, my every hope» 

Fell Defpoiler I have called thee— for ibf hoary 
vifage hath ftUl for me been, marked with terror — But 
hark ! what fweet voice is- that which iflises from yon- 
der Angel of peace ?— it foothes my fpirit by the moil • 
confolatory aifurances— -realba and religion it com- 
bines — ^witli tlie Shepherd of Ifrael the commiffion 
originates — ^and, with bland and gentle pity, deep in 
my bofom.it implants immortal Hope. 

XHcember — lieft era f — thou ai>t the naisal month 
of the Savhar of the nvorid-^Let tfy wnds cotney mjt 
hfdividual fufkrings t9 that oblivion, ta which the Re- 
deemer hath, eventually, configned the 'W^% o£ the 
exonerated children, of men* 

To the private confiderations of corroding focrow^ 
ht.m^ AQ longer lidea-^Let mc ^ird up the loins of 
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yiity inind, attd 1o€)k fb^pw^ «o thit bMfeftil ^of^um- 
n^fttion, 4ht dawi^iifg ^f tditdi tcus p^emtd in thy- 
. -aedmiiitibation. 

Hail ! retutning ;peiriodr— ^ite-gatbed montJi !-— 
"Aou fKalt ever be right 'iwlcwifie to my derotcd bo- 
foiii-^Every momint -^rhidk iHmftitutes diy admeafbre- 
^meht, fiioold be xenfedrated as faered to the moft" re- 
fined ettjoyments of tbe foul— ^Mcficeferth, waving my 
-accumulated griefs, I 'will4ove lihy Haky footfteps— rl 
-will anticipate their approach ; and my -ipirit fhall fo- 
lace itfeHi by a confiding view of the accomplifliment 
of that an-angement, which - was deiignated in thy ap- 
portioned< round. 

Decembcr-4bkft period !— ^mofl: llluftrious in the' 
-t)rd€r. of -^thne !— thou containeft the natal day of the 
Son of €rod — ^and thy broad encircling eye extendeft 
•from the man of .paradife, to that infant who fliall 
Jateft iwell the figh of humanity. 

Yes, I will love thy flaky footfteps — 'darknefs can- 
not ovcrfhadow thee — Thy fhades but ferve to render 
the brightening fplendours of thy courfe the more coii- 
§)tcuaus. Tj6(? nafa/ day of the Son of God /—what ' 
-records have engraven fo ftupendous,fo falutary, fo 
momentous -a truth !—^Thy hours regifter his' birth— . 
the birth of the Prince of Peace — ^During thy prog- 
rt€&y the Virgin brought forth her /fry?-^«?r» ^/r— and 
Ttcnovated nature fmiled extiitic — ^healing breezes chafe 
Ae'cIirHs of winter—^and celeftial fpirits clufter round 
-the haunts of men. 

Soft as the vernal fhcnver his do£h*ine~di{Hlled— ^and 
.the plant of pcrfe^Ton attained maturity*— From thci 
itorm he is a Hiding Place — ^and the burning eye of 
Divine- Juftice can never |nerc^ that invulnerable en- 
velopement, by -whith hci hath ena)mpaired the fon« 
, .and daughters of men — Sickncfs fieeth before him, 
and imbecility dwelleth not with hkm — Evil ihall'-be 
exterminated from his dominion — r^ 6litude (hall ad- 
minifter tLnto him — ^peace fhall ered an immortal 
ftandard — and innocence, adorned with chaplets rf 
*^"ity, ^11 he the^ift of the Mod High. 
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'The deaf ihall hear his voice — the blind (hall be* 
hold his day> rejoicing — ^the lame fiiall fpeed before him 
— the deady even the dead^ (hall hear the voice of the 
Son of God — and they tuho hear: Jhall live ! 

Bleft thought X-^^the^eadJhaU again he ratfid-^hsA 
the hour approachcth, when, inmingling with depart- 
ed faiatSy we Aall rejoin that privileged and beloved 
circle, over whofe open graves we have poured the com- 
fbrtlefs, unavailing and corroding ilreara of forrow — 
But from every eye every tear fhall be wiped away-=— 
iK}r fhall the wide extended uniyerfe contain a fon or 
daughter of adverfity. 

Such will h^,fuch isy the efiedls of his fway, who 
firft breathed in mortality during the diviiion of hours, 
which^make up thy allotment. Hail, fird of months ! 
when I forget thy diftinguifhed aufpices, may 1 be 
dead to the voice of the charmer — when I ceafe to 
*mark with gratulations thy annual return, may the 
blefl founds uttered by the tongue of our holy, facred, 
and animating religion, no more vibrate upon my 
heavy ear. 

Toward the clofe of the monlh, which clofeth our 
year, the Saviour was born — ^fo, in the laft day of 
time, when the divine arrangements are well near 
« completed, the reftitution^of all things ihall be -made 
manifefl, and the winding up of the .great drama* 
bringing forward the accomplifhment of the deilgns 
of an all*wife Creator— Crimes of every kind fhall be 
banifhed from the family of man — ^the train of ills, 
which have infefled the works of the Eternal Mind, 
(hall accompany their origin ; and fm being annihi- 
iated, forrow fhall be no more. 

Evangelic month !-*-again I repeat it — ^furely I wiU 
love thy days, O December ! and the event produced 
under thy domain fhall ever be right .precious to my 
(bul!" , 

>Io. XXUL 
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Juftlce an eye of fire fhould broadly ope, 
Yielding to virtue the rich germ of hope ; 
Each latent caufe pervading to its fourcc, 
Her firm decifions potent to cnff)rce. 

Fortune bandeau d may blindly mark our way, 
While radiant juflice fpreads celefHal day. 

^' I ^ AKING my feat, the other evening, in a front 
. 1 box at the play-houfe, I was, previous to the 

-drawing up of the curtain, not a little amufed by tli« 

"chit-chat of a couple of fprightly girls, who occupied 
ieats at my right hand. The houfe, the company, 

^and the expected entertainment, alternately engaged 
their attention. I found, by their convcrfation, that 

'-tliey, as well as myfelf, were ftrangers in the metropo- 
lis, and that the witneffmg the reprefentation of a play, 

^^was rather an extraneous occurrence in their catalogue 

*of ei^oyinents. 

" In the name of wonder, iifter Peggy,*' exclaimed 

'the youngeft of the girls, " who is that figure that 
fcems .|)laced as a fentinel over yonder avenue, and 

^"who is at the fame time fo curioufly bandeaued, that 
one might be ready to imagine him juft ftarting ofF 
upon a game of blind-man*s buif r" " That figure ? 
filler Clary," replied Peggy, " why that figure, my 

"dear, is the figure of Jultice.'* " O my confcience, 
fiiler," cried Clary, ^^ Jufthey do you fay P Whyfurely, 
Peggy, you muft have made a monftrous blunder ; for I 
have heard a thoufand and a thoufand times, that Juf" 
ike was nothing but eyes, and that fhe could fee every 

'^wzy at once." " You are. thinking of Argus, Clary : 
The poets indeed defcribe him with his hundred eyes ; 
but yuflic€^ believe me, is always painted blind." " Poh, 
poh, Peggy, you are certainly in tlie wrong ; or, if it 
IS as you fay, your great writers, or painters, or who- 
ever they be, muft certainly all have been in a dream : 
Why I would not fufFer a blind man to choofe me a 

isx of ribbons, much lefs Ihould he decide upon a quef* 

T %lOXk 
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:tion, which involved my life," my charafte-, or even 
jny eftate." 

The girl's dbfervation was the fpontaneotis Ian* 
guage of nature, and truth and nature are generally 
upon tlie fame fide. 

How long my fair neighbours continued their^njer- 
taining confab. I knownt>t, for the ingenuity of Glarj, 
throwing me into a train of thinking, from which I 
was only roufed by the appearance of the players, I 
unfortunately loft the remainder of their i*emarks. 

The fentiments of the lively Clary are certainly 
authorized by reafon. Fortune is defcribed as blind; 
and fhe is faid to beftow her benefaflicns moft capri- 
cioufly. The rich, it is thought, confidered in the ag- 
gregate, derive not their claim to the diftinftloTis with 
which they arc invefted, from the fuffrage of virtue ; 
Fortune is frequently lavifh of her favours to vice, 
while the good man is feen ftruggling with all tliofe 
ills which are the accompaniments of penury. Yet 
.did Fortune always thus.defignate, we might be ready^ 
to fay Ihe had undoubtedly the gift of iight, and that 
the depravity of her tafte led her to felc<fl her favour- 
ites from the children of error. But to ihield her god- 
d^fsfiiip from a conclufion fo derogatory to her mor- 
al charafter, inftances may be produced, where the 
votaries * of re(5litude balk in the funftiine of her /miles ; 
integrity is fometimes crowned by her with affluence., 
and the upright, being liberally endowed, are appoint- 
ed to adminifter to the necefiities of the fons and daugbr 
ters of adverfity. 

Fortune, moreover, is extremely variable in her 
difpofitions, and in the conftint revolutions of her 
wheel, thofe who are to-day ftanding tip-toe, upon th^ 
high,eft eminence, may to-morrow be precipitated into 
the abyfs of entanglements, embarrafiments, and coni- 
fortlefs defpair. Ingenious therefore is the allegory 
which permits us to attribute the caprice of Fortune 
to her deficiency of vifion ; and thofe ancients were 
happy, who, thus regarding her diftributions, confoled 
,tiicinfelves in the deprivation of her favours, by the 
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pfDfTefiiOTi of that intrinfit worth* which it, is not in- 
the powear of fo uncertain a being to defig^ate or to^ 
beiiow. ' ^ 

But whatever ma^ be urged for veiling the optics^ 
of dame Fortune, is undoubtedly point blank aigainffe 
hood-winking the goddcfs Themis, or Juiiice. I am ^ 
aware that the decifions of JuiUce fhbuld ever be im- 
p^tial, and that her vifual ray is faid to be thrown 
into the fhade, to p;*event the bias in favour of appear- 
ances, that her judgment would otherwife have receiv<» 
cd ; but it fhould be remembered that Juftice, dive/} of 
fiihle^ is one of the raoft dignified attributes of Deity ; 
that it partakes the nature of its auguft Original j and 
^at it is, by confequence, infinitely fuperior to party.. 

Juftice is enthroned far above all law, fince no hu- 
man arrangements can take cognizance of every pofli- 
He ev«at, and much mull at all times be left to the 
&ontaneous didates of this illuftrious vicegerent of 
Umnipotence. 

Were I to perfonify Juftice, inftead of prefentiilg her- 
Uind;l would ■ denominate her the goddefs' of fire ; 
ihe- fhould poffefs a fubtle efTence, which fhould pene- 
trate through, and pervade the inmoft recefles of tha 
foul ; . by, every infignia of light I wou}d furround and; 
defignate her ; while among the ornaments whichv 
corapofed . her- creft, a broad and never clofing eya 
ffaould ftand confpjcuous ; fhe fhould ipoH^t^s the pow-- 
cr to unravel the knotty entanglements of the moftfo-^ 
phifticajtcd web ^ piercing as the forked liehtning, in- 
(iantaneous and penetrating, fhe fhould difclofe, at a^ 
fiitg^e glance, the fecret and. crooked windings of thd - 
mofl profound labyrinth, while, patient and unerring,, 
fhe fhould liften wrdi calmnefs to the various difquili- 
tions of the iiiterefted claimant y and^ careful to invef^ • 
tigate, her decifions fhould always accord . with het.' 
own important nature and office. - 

I. Uniform in her awards, neither youtK^ beauty, nor' 
innocence^ Should pofTefs a charm to- foften her firm in- 
^xibftlity ; dignity, age, the venerable head of fhow,- 
thefe fhould not awe; adverfity fhould not excite an i 
' improper 
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improper compajfion^ nor fhould the tears of the widow^^ 
or of the orphan, unduly perfuade. Of unbending 
integrity, Juilice fhould feely hear and fee^ but truth 
alone fhould be the pole flar, by which fhe fhould 
fhape her movements, and equity only fhould conflrain- 
her determinations. To the ravages of wayward paf-- 
Aons fhe fhould be at all times fuperior ; and her aJ-^ 
miniftration fhould be under the regulation o{w\£^ota<^ 
Elevated beings are difhonoured by the fuppofition, 
that they can poiHbly be influenced by improper or*- 
foreign reprefentattons, and my delineation of Juftice^, 
armed at all points, fhould be inaccefUble ev^n to then 
ftifpiclon of imbecility. 

Augufl and • dignified delegate of the great Firft 
Caufe ! to thee the nations appeal, whatever form their 
governments may alTume, whether democratical, repub*- 
Ecan, oligarchal, monarchical, or defpotical — flill they^ 
are careful to give their doings the invefliture of thy 
facred name ; tliey affed thy fandioh, they arrefl thy ti- 
tles ; the violation of tliy laws, is the ofterijihle reafon for. 
the battles which they feek ; and, JifTuming thy ban-, 
ners, tliey anticipate fuccefs, exulting in vi<5tories,which^ 
agreeably to thy allotments, the iniquity of their caufe* 
may forbid their ever obtaining. Nor is the general-: 
difpofirtion of great events alone under thy diretftion p 
thou takeft cognizance of the minutiae of human life>. 
and with an unerring hand, thou diredlefl all thofe- 
occurrences in the career of being, which the infidel is-- 
accuflomed to afcribe to the agency of a blind and 
undefcribable chance. To thee the good man ralfe& 
the eye of confidence ; virtue is fure of thy aw^rd ; 
sgid the opprefTcd of all ages have flown to thee for^ 
refuge. 

Thus far I had written, aiming, g^itk reader, at 
thy amufcment— 'When Edward Hamilton looked ia 
upon me. " You are bufy. Sir, and I will not inter- 
rupt you." No, my fon, I have always leifiire to 
receive your vifits.. Sit down. Sir, and unfold the- 
tale, to whi<:b your perplexed countenance is ar 
preface. 

^ I come,. 
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** I come» Sir, to take your diredion in regard to the 
line of condudl which tlie untoward ftate of my aflPairs ' 
renders it pnsper for me to purfue." I threw down 
my pen which I had till then held in my fingers ; and, 
fping his hand, I eagerly exclaimed — -jitflicey Sir, 
^kj^e muft be your guide— ♦you are an excdlent young 
man, Mr. Hamilton ; and I am happy in the aflurance, . 
that yotr will find no difficulty in followirig the courfe 
<rf. the • radianfe diredborj whick I take the . liberty ta> 
point out as the gvtardian of your every ftep. , Endear*- 
ed as you are to n^, Sir, your very fault, the occafion 
confidcred, fervirig to. intereft me ftill more in your 
Eappinefs, X coUld at this moment with pleafure diveft 
myfdf of my Httie inheritance in your favour : Start 
not,- Sirj (for he was^ extremely agitated it this fug- 
gdHon) confidcrations of tendemefs to the unborn^ for* 
bid my taking this ftep,' arid the ppfTeffions of- her fa- 
tlier, muft be fecured to the children of our Margaret- 
ta*'. I approve inuth of your declining to avail your-. 
ietf of the genei'ofity of Mifs Clifford. Juftke woukl v 
redden indignant at fuch a facrifice.^ Naturcy howev- 
er^ legiflators may have ordained* gave that young 
lady a right to the 'patrimony fhe enjoys ; and your 
Iraicmal affeftion ought not to fuffer you to riik prop- 
«ty, the lofs of which would render fp amiable a wo--- 
miin dependent and uneafy. . 

Sach, my fbn,- hath been the uniform integrity of " 
your ccHiimcrcial tranfadions, that, to abridge you of. 
your liberty, not a Angle creditor will prefent himfelf. . 
Pdoflibly you. might go on to accumulate arrears ; but: 
yuJHcey inflexible. and unyielding Jujilce^ i»uft here in- 
tcrpofc 5 a fall ftatement of your embarraflments, withr 
an eftimate of your pofTefllons, muft be immediately 
given in ; not a Angle article muft be withheld \ your.- 
iamily feat, which. nath,^for fuch a number of years,,, 
continued the refidence of hofpitality, iPyou are allow- 
ed ^Ttiz to attempt its redemption,, you; will confefs an r 
{^ligation ; meanwhile, it muft be occupied to the beft. 
advantage; it maybe converted into an annual inr- 
come, which will conAderably augment your finances %x. 
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this houfe IS. large, and the hearts of jovur *paretits arc 
open to receive you ; hither, until the. ftorm be over- 
blown, you muft: retire ; and by the reftorationof that 
fociety, the lofs of v/hich, I do aiTure you, we have- « 
not ceafed fecretly to regret, our domeftic enjoyments. 
will be inexpreffibly advanced. Fortune Is hlind^ and- 
her difpofitions are extremely variable ; you muH per-- 
fever ingly purfue her j poffibly (he may relent, and* 
fhould fbe in future beflow upon you her gifts, you^ 
mufl not fail to difcharge, to the laft farthing, every 
juid demand which can be. made upon you. I blefs* 
God that your own habits, and upright way of think- 
ing, will irrefiftibly ftimulate you upon this occafion.. 
Bankrupt and limitation a<5ts may fucceed each other, 
and all thefe may be very well in. their place ; but 
the honeft man will hear the voice of Juftice,. he wiU- 
bend his ear attentive to her pleadings, and Virtue 
will be the motto of his a<5tions. 

Fame once wafted to my ear, a Iktlc narrative^, 
which indelibly imprefled my mind ; and I have never 
refleded upon it, without the accompaniment of axk 
exquifite kind of complacency. I will give it you, my 
fon, as an exaniple. 

A gentleman, engaged in the mercantile line, had 
followed bufmefs with little fuccefs ; his integrity,, 
his efforts, and his abilities were unqueftionable, * andb 
for many years they enabled him to make head againft 
a tide of misfortunes, which w^ould have overwhelmed 
a common capacity ; his creditors themfelvcs, well con- 
vinced of the propriety and frugality of his arrange- 
ments, readily^ contributed the means, which his con- 
tinued lofles only converted into an accumulation of 
his. arrears. Weary, at length, of a warfare that fate 
feemed to render fo unequal, he fummoned all thofe 
to whom* he flood indebted, and forcing upon them,, 
according to the amount of their demands, an exadfc 
proportion of the intcrefl which remained with him ;, 
after thus voluntarily divefling himfelf of every {hil- 
ling of property, he found, to nis great regret, that it 
was only adequate to |ie difcharglng of a very fmalL 

part 



No. XXIIL] The G L E A NE 8?. . tay^ 

part of His arrears ; he received, , howevef, from hisn 
approbating creditors, receipts in full ; and, thus ex- 
onerated in the ellimation of the law, he very foon 
made up his mind, relative to his future ' deftinat ion. . 
A generous friend fupplied'' him with a fmall fum, by 
the means of which he embarked upon a foreign voy- 
age ; profperous gales foon wafted him to his deflred' 
port, and he prefented himfelf with fuch credentials as . 
he merited: Shakefpeare fays, there is a tide in men*s 
affairs I he had embraced the favourable moment of 
opportunity ; every thing he undertook ^as profper- 
ous ; all his tranfadlions were marked and crowned by 
fuccefs, and a few years faw him mailer of a very^ 
handfome property. He had kept.no correfpondence 
with his friends during what- he termed his period of" 
exile; but he no fooner attained that independence, af^' 
tcr which his noble fpirit had fo long and fo ardently - 
fighed, than he departed in a fhip of his own> richly 
freighted, full fpeedfor his native country. Inform- 
ation of his return was conveyed* to his creditors,, 
through the medium of a card, foliciting their prefence 
at a public houfe, to partake of an entertainment which* 
he- had ordered' for them. His . creditors remembered . 
hitn as an unfortunate, but an honeft man, whofe aiv- 
rival they fhould gladly wekome, and they obeyed 
wkh avidity his- fummons; The firft compliment Si 
were marked by mutual expreffions of fatisfaflion, and . 
from the lips of the welcome claimants the warmed 
gratulations- fpontaneoufly iflueds A fuperb dinner, , 
with much elegance, was ferved' up, and the covers; 
being removed, the bottle was brifkly pufhed about ; , 
but who can expreis their aftonifhment, when, in the : 
midil of their hilarity, every man was pi-eiented^ with, 
the full fum he had fo formally relihquifhed^ together- 
with every fhilliiig of interell, which, would have been . 
legally due, had they received promifTory notes inftead^. 
©f the releafes they had fo voluntarily given! A gcn-- 
er©us contention immediately enfued ; but our.mer* 
chant convincing his friends of his ability, they finally 
yicid-ed to hi^ remDnftrauce&^ ^ 

Thex 
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They werA howcTcr, determined to, exhibit a mexMi*- 
ment of their admiratioa and . their gpratitude ; and. 
they foliclted and obtained permiffion of the govern, 
ment to ere<^> in a public ftand, a magnificent obelifk,, 
th.e faces of which were infcribed with the nanne o^* 
the upright debtor, and witb a circumilantial account;, 
of the whole tranfa^ion^ 

'How much more honorary is -a virtuo»« fameytban? 
the pofleffion of houfes or of Jands. Tht; law was not . 
naade for the votaries of integrity ; their own. fecUngs 
ar^ fufficient to them as a rule of adion ; and Jufiifie^^ 
uij/erring Jujlict^\%}kit grc;at ftandard. of their YivtSm . 
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Z/aniftg om merak -vrhcQihe Dramat moTes^ 
.Fripndly to virtue, when the vifion proves—— 
JLefTons adopting fornf'd to mend the heartf , 
Truths meliorated;^ potent to impart ; 
Her fplendid £dtions wifdom will embrace^ \, 
And all her fccnic paths earaptur*d trace. . 

THE various parterres, now putting forth thcar- 
promifing buds, in many ledions,. in thb oi» • 
country , looks with, a, very favourable afpe^ upon a- 
man of my profeiIk>n ; and I cannot but hope, that in . 
the occupation of a Gleaner^ I fhall be able to*cuU-i 
many a fragrant flower, wherewith to compofe a bou-s . 
quet, that inay throw an agreeable perfume /) vcr. the.: 
leifure hours of the fentinxental fpeculator--. . 

To; exfirefs myfdflefs technically^ . The progrcfs of th^ ] 
Drama, in thi^ new world, muft.affuredly'intereft the • 
feelings of every obferver ; and, being under the pleaA. 
ing neceffity, in the icoutinq .of my excufiions, of vifit-^. 
ihg many parts of the United States, and tlias^ having'^ 
feequent opportunities of prefenting myfelf in our fev- 
eral theatres, from the elegant houfe in Philadelphia > 
to tlie temporary reforts of itinerant companies, in 
thofe little country towns, which will invariably copy : 
tile ej^ample? they receive from the metropolis, I nat-- 

uially;^ 
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nrally, in the courfe of my perambulations, pick up? 
many obfervations, that may poflibly ferve> for the 
amuieraent of'my readers. 

The great quefiion which dbes^ znd mght to occupy 
the mind of every patriotic moriilift, is. tlie «/////>> of 
licenfed ftage-pla}'»ihg. Perhaps I may as well with- 
draw the word licenfed ; for, in the prefent enlighteneds 
era aiid admiiiiflration of liberty, tlie citizen would 
ttardly confent to an abridgment of th'ofe amufements,,, 
the evil tendency of which could not be unequivx)cally 
dcmonftrated to his underftanding ; and tlie fate ftrug- 
gle in the State. of Mairachufetts,.evraces the futility 
of erecting bamers, not fubftantiated by realbn.- 

The law in that State was outraged in its very 
face :.the flimfy fubterfuge of moral tenures deceived' 
no one ; and though, as I am informed, the theatrical 
prohibition: is hul partialfy repealed refpe^iitig the Bojio^- 
ftiansi and' remains in full forceLUport the ref^'of the StutSy. 
yet it is notorious, thai itinerant players are conllantly 
marching and counter-marching from town to town>, , 
to the no fmall diverlksn of "the good people of this 
▼ery Tefpeflable member of the Union. But, without, 
prefuming to intermeddle with the policy of the legif-> 
iature, my ddign is, to hazard a few remarks upon tlie: 
fubjed in general; 

As I abhor the domination of prejudice, and, uponi 
the ftrongeft convi<flion, regard it as a tyrant, that if 
once brought to the guillotine, would f provided it is,- 
not ofthc^Hydra kind) leave an opening for the intro— 
dudlion of an era far more friendly to the grogrefs of' 
genuine and rorr^t:?^/ liberty, thaa the murder, of all the/ 
humane^ virtuous y and religious princes > in the univerfe ; 
£0 I ipoft fincerely deprecate its defpotifm ; and when* 
6ver I feat myielf, with the pen of inquiry,,! am fo 
Kcitousto raife a rebellion againft encroachments, that,, 
however fan<aidned by time, cannot, in my opinion, be 
confidered in a court of equity, as legal or natural.. 
The obje<5lions to theatrical amufe.ments are many and^ 
plaufible. I pretend not to decide for others ; I would: 
paly invcftigatc 

. * - K 



22«" Thb 'GX E A.N E ft. £No.XXIVJ:. 

■ 

If I miftake not — Wafie of time — Imprudent expen^- 
ditures — Encouragement of idlenefs — ^and, Relaxation of ' 
morals y iland foremoft in the catalogue of obje<5tions. 

Prodigality of tin^e^ is indeed an irremediable evil ;, 
and if it can be proved^ that an hour devoted to the 
theatre v^ould certainly have been appropriated to any 
beneficial employment, for which no moment of- Jefi^ 
''uTe v/ill in future prefent, I, for one, ihall be imp,elie4 ' 
to allovsr the validityv of the allegation % and, I dof?* 
hereby inveft fuch plea with full authority to detain . 
every fuch perfon from all dramatical reprefentations 
whatever : But, with the fame breatkl contend^ tliat 
thofe evenings which are immolated at the fliripe of 
Bacchus, which, are loitered in a tavern, iaunneceffary 
goflipingj cards, fcandal, and the. numerous vagaries ' 
of fafhion, will be comparatively redeemed^ if marked by; 
an enteitainment fo incontrovertibly rational.: 

7'he complaint of exorbitant expenditures^ isjof a fiinilar 
defcription. A friend of mine, who refided for fome- 
time abroad, once inforn^d me, that he had frequeiit^ 
ly beea flopped,. when in full career to the play-houfe|-. 
by a confideration that the indulgence he was abou( 
to procure himfeif, would lupply lome tearfijl fuffcrer 
with bread, for at lead one whole w.eek» Now, all 
fuch perfons, provided they can make it appe^, they 
are not in the ufe of any as expenfive and ijiorefeiperjli^^ 
ous gratificcftion^ fhall be, releafed, upon their parolo^ 
given, that, they will abfblutely and bcnajjde employ, 
tqeir fix IhiUings to the aforefaid purpofe. . 

To the ythird .obje<5tiori I cannot allpw the fnialleit 
weight : IVhoy / mtould q/ky are tke Idlers ? Perhaps^ 
there, is no mode of life which requires more afllduoui- 
and laborious application, than, that ofaigcod and con*» 
Jijient afitor* School exercifes are certainly nqt the^ 
iQoft pleafurMe employments of adolefcence.j . and ev- 
ery adult caa tell, how much more eafily he cpuldt 
imprint the memory of his earljr years, than that re-. 
tentioa which is the accompaniment of his mature4 
life. But the ambitious and principled a^tor hath pa4 
tibe age of flexibility^ and Aill his days are, alxnqft uii* 

ccafingly^. 
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-ceafihgly, devoted to^ fludy : By frequent repetitions,- 
luch i^ the conftitutioh of the niind, the fineft fenti- . 
ments too often pall ; and the well informed, in- . 
genlous and meritorions performer is in danger ©F 
lofing His tafte for the highefl mental enjoyments ; 
while the entertainment which he produces for oth- 

'.crs, IS the refult of unremitted and p^ainful' labour to, 
himfeif. 

Why then, permit me to afk, if he is fblicitous to 
blend, with our amufements, the higheft poffible im- 
provement ; if lie profefledly purfues the means of 
living ; if his manners and his morals are unblemifhed ; 
and if, hj bccommg ftationary, he in efFeft takes rank 
with our citizens — ^why» I ailt, isheyo /ightly ejleemed ? 
Surely, if, under th« influence of reafon, of gratitude 
and impartiality, I mull Unhefitatingly acknowledge, 

perfbns ardently engaged in procuring for us a r«- 
tional enUrtainment, £re entitled to a degree of genuine re- 

,Jpe^i to encouragement, and even to patronage. 

It is aflerted, and the aflertion does not appear un- 

rfbunded, that a virtuous theatre is highly influential in ' 

'regulating the opinions, manners, and morals of the 

|.populace. 

Here we are naturally led to the fourth and laft di- 

•vifion of our fubje(5b. 

Relaxation ofruorais* — ^And I afk. Doth not a virttt- 

■ous theatre exemplify the leflbns which the ethic 
preacher labours to inculcate ? I take it for granted,, 
that none but a virtuous and nuell regulated theatre will 
be tolerated. In the fouthem and middle States* 
Philadelphia particularly, no performance can make 

Its appearance upon the flage, without pafling under 
the previous examination of the governor and two other 
rcffpedable magiftrates, who, by their avowed appro- 
bation, become refponflble to the public for the merit 
of the piece. Similar reftrldtions will, perhaps, be 
adopted, wherever the Drama fhall progrefs ; and my 
confidence in the truftfees of the Boflon theatre, repre- 

icnts to my view every apprehenfion, not only as fuper- 
Sti6us, but abfolutely injurious. 

i Virtue 
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Virtue then will be adorned with all her native love*- 
Knefs, and vice exhibited, deformed and mifhap^n, as 
that detefted hag, which Milton's energetic pen hatli 
fo hideoufly pourtrayed. Is there a bofom that wiH 
not haften to embrace the one ? Is there a mind that 
will not fhrink with horror from tlie other ? The man 
of firmnefs, of principle, and of worth innate ; the miiti, 
the confiftent, the regular, the maternal Tair one ; thefe 
ihall be rewarded with burfts of heart-felt applaufe ; 
v'hile the inibecile or irrefolute votary of error, the 
unprincipled betrayer, the fraudulent villain, the licen- 
tious, pcrverfe and abandoned fe~male ; thefe charac- 
ters fhall be ftigmatized with reproach, txtiibhed in 
their native atrocity, and fet up as beacons to detei* 
cur young people from purfuing a path, which w-iH 
' render them odious to every perfon ^pofTeffed of fentl- 
^ment and virtue. 

Socrates, * Cicero, and even Cato, have mingled with 
the audience in a theatre ; and as \t is prefumed that 
the buflboncry 6f an Ariftophancs willnot be tolerated 
•lipon an American ftage, it is plealingly1)elieved,that 
the dignity of years, of wifdom, and of virtue, will, iti 
-no inftance, be outraged by tlie cliildren of tlie Drama. 

1 he Pompeys of our day, it is to be hoped, will 
leani many a iifeful leflbn ; they will cciiimence ftu- 
*dents in the fchool of the rights of man ; and, becoming 
proficients in the laws of ec[uity and of nature, \l\it 
the Roman general, they will retire from the theatre, 
converts to tlie virtuous and impartial defignation^ oi" 
'^quality. 

Religious "i\^orftiip, it is faid, gave birth to the 
Drama ; and under proper regulations, it may ftill 
•conduce to afts of devotional piety/ To Athens and 
to Rome, the theatre became a fource cff information, 
refined perception, and genuine morality ; and we have 
only to avoid the caufes which finally produced its de- 
generacy in the elder world, to continue it aimong us^ 
in thefe States, an excellent exemplar and prefervativc 
of re(5litude. The theatre opens a wide field for litera- 
ry exertions ; and we anticipate a rich harveft of in* 

telle<3:ual 



^o.XXIV.3 T«i GLEANERv 229 

"telledual pledfure and improvement. The Tons and 
diaughten of fancy, the fentimentalift, and the moral- 
ifl i thefe will engage in the interefting competition. 
They will confider that their produdlions are not in- 
tended barely for the amufement of a folitary hour ; 
that the Drama, pointing every excellence, will im- 
print upon the heart -the fentiment of worth ; that it 
may be in their power to falhion, and tOL lead, a na^ 
ihnal tajie ; that by exalting virtucy and adorning reli' 
gion^ rendering vice difgajtingy and Jligm^tizing infidelity f 
they will moft effe&ually fecond the endeavours of 
that revered body,.profeffedly engaged to beautify mo- 
rality, and elevate religion. 

We truft that a fpirit ol* lottdahle emulation will be 
'^xcited ; and while the funimit of fame, in brighten- 
^ing perfpedtive, uprears its wreath-crowned head# 
writers will be animated to tlie fplendid career, and 
with glowing ardour they will haften forward to the 
defired goal. How delightful the employ ! the mind, 
•while engaged in painting the native charms of genu- 
ine and philanthropic religion, catching the fervour 
'-of divine infpiratipn, "^^ill neceflarily become re(5lified 
*^«nd ameliorated by the delineation. Redlitude, a- 
'domed by her filler graces, heaven-bom contentmcnti 
^confequent felicity, and ever blooming joy — ^thefe will 
/captivate every beholder. Economy, attired by her 
•handmaid competence, with ferene tranquillity, prefent- 
'ing to view the peace refle<5ling mirror, will not fail 
of reclaiming from the paths of profligacy the moft 
diflipatcd wanderer ; and frugality and equity will 
''remain prevalent in the inind. Nor will the exhibi- 
tion of vice be unattended \Vith its falutary effeifls* 
Convidtjon will be pointed to the bofoni of the aggref- 
for ; the deformity of atrocious offences, ftriking by 
'illuftrating examples, will prefent the difgufting figure, 
which the confcipus culprit will alfuredly recognize, 
and the probability is, that abhorrence and rerorma- 
tion will enfue. 

Shakefpeare, that penetrating obferver, ikilful in* 
Teftigator, and indifputable judge of the human heart, 

U makes 
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tnakes his Hamlet fay, " Pw heard, that guilty creatures^ 
. 'at a play, have, by the very cunning ofthefcency heenftrttck 
Jo to the fouiy that prefently th^y have proclaimed their male- 
fanions. Pll have thefe players play fomething like the 
murder of my father^ before my uncle.'** And arrain ; 
" The plafs the thing, 'wherein PU catch the confcience of 
the king?^ 

If it may be prefumed, that the "ftated bbje^ions, 
thus confidered, are obviated, I conceive it will not bit 
denied that, frwn a chajle arid difcreetly regulated thea- 
tre, many attendant advantages "will indifpfutably re- 
<fult. Young perfqns will acquire a refinement of 
tafte and manners ; thf y will learn to think, /peak, 
and a<a:, with propriety; a thirft foy Jcnowledge , will 
'be originated ; and from attentions, at firft, perhaps* 
(ionftituting only the amufement of the hour, they wiU 
gradually proceed to more important inquiries. 

Clarinda Mean well, the daughter of a gentleman 
whom I highly refped, whofe education hath been 
upon the very beft plan, conlinued neverthelefs, for 
the firft twenty years of her life, without manifefting 
the fmalleft literary curiofity. It was impoflible to 
intereft her, even in the pages of a novel ; and what- 
ever (he learned, was more the refult of a difpofition 
nat)irally conceding, than of voluntary application. 
A 'company of itinerant players vifited her native col- 
lage ; the night of exhibition was announced, every hody^ 
as they phrafed it, was going ; but Mifs Clarinda 
could not be animated to a wifh for the entertainment ; 
her accuftomed complacency of difpofition yielded her, 
however, the companion of her affbciates ; the piece * 
was interefting ; it forcibly fei/ed her faculties ; it pof- 
{t^tdi, to her, in every feiife, the charms of novelty 5 
for the world fhe would not be abfent upon any fu- 
ture occafion. In the courfe of the day preceding a 
theatrical entertainment, tliat flie might the better 
comprehend the feveral parts, the play-book was in 
her hand, a laudable fpirit of inquiry obtained in her 
fcbfom, and with amazing rapidity llie ran through, 
i^d compalled the fepjTe of every volume within her 

reach^ 
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reach. Hiftory, geography, aftronomy — in all thtkf 
her proficiency is prodigious ; and, in one word* I 
hardly know a better informed, or more amiable young 
woman in the circle of my acquaintance. But Cla- 
rinda Mean well is not a folitary , inftance ; and as I 
have very frequently obierved tlie good effeds of dra- 
matical reprelentations^ I truil that my readers are 
enough acquainted with a heart, the feelings of which* 
I have, upon various occafionsj.eflayed to iketch, to 
give me full credit jigr that throb of deep-felt compla*- 
cency, which I experienced upon receiving informa- 
tion of the elegant and fuperb theatre, which hath fo 
recently .been ercvSled for the reception of tlie Drama,- 
in the State of> MaiTachufetts* 

And here, gentle reader, I would with all my foul 
gratify thee by a full and complete defcription of this- 
well built and beautifully decorated maafion of tlie 
Mufes — ^fuch as it appeared upon the firft drawing up- 
of the curtain j > but from the multiplicity of ideas ^ 
which then crowded the mind, it is impofllble to pre'*- 
pare an accurate defcription, and as I ivrite for pojhri' 
tyi I would not willingly leave a fmgle pillar, capital, . 
architrave, entablature, or cornice, unnoted : Fu- 
ture opportunies may prefent, and, if I am not fore- 
ilalled, a future Gleaner may delineate the buildhig. 
My brother Ruflell hath already informed thee, that 
*< the houfe was. filled from the loweft note to the top 
of the compafs ;" and his obfervations upon the audi- 
ence may be recognized by truth. The long expedled 
era arrived ; it was indeed replete v^itli expedation — 
the interpofing veil was thrown back, and that pleaf- 
ing aitor, whofe eulogy hath been fo frequently pro- 
nounced, made his entrance amid the moA unequivo- 
cal demonftrations of fatisfadtion which a fenfible, aiv 
ticipating, aiid admiring affembly could exhibit. The 
eHeds of a reception, which muH have been every way 
adequate to his wifhes, were pleafingly evinced, by a 
fufceptibility honorary to the manly charadler ; and 
tbe prologue then firft vibrated upon the public ear, 

with 
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•with every advantage, which that truly claflical per- 
formance fo indifputably merits. 

That this prefatory addrefs is a genuine prologue^ 
notwithftanding every objedlion which hath been ad- 
vanced, I take leave to afiin». What can fo proper- 
ly be conflituted the hai^binger of a dramatic perform- 
ailce, as a fucein^ account of tliat drama it is intend-^ 
cd to introduce ? and what fo natural for a general 
dedication of a theatre, as a . delineation of the prog- 
refs of the art, to which it is confecrated ? If variety,, 
and richnefs of imagery, claiScal allufions, found mo- 
rality, nervoiis expreflions, beauty of di<Stion, and mucb 
information, conftitute a firft rate poem, the proJogue^ 
is certainly invefted with the faireft pretenfions to tho 
honorary palm. To point out all its beauties, it 
would be neceflary to infert the compofition entire ^ 
yet I cannot forbear repeating the following charxn-N. 
ingly figurative lines : 

" Warm to the heart the chymic fidbion ftolc, , 
., « *< And purg*d« by moral alchymy, the fouL*' 

And again, 
^ The £^be*s proud butcher grew humastly brave ! 
« Earth (launch'd her wou2;id^ aud oceau huili'd his wave.** 

Tlie alhiiion to the general deluge is ftrikingly and 
inimitably beautiful. The poet was mod happy in 
this tliought : I think I have not feen it furpa/Ted j- 
and I queftion if the Shakefpearian panegyrifts have 
ever yet done that immortal bard more ample jufticej: 
than he hath received in thefe finely exprefled lines ^ 

" But hark ! her mighty rival fwecps the ftrings : - 

** Sweet Avon, flow not ! 'tis thy Shakefpeare Cags ! 

" With Blanchard*s wing, in Fancy's heaven he ibars; 

" "With Herfchers eye, another world explores I 

" Taught by the tones of his melodious fong, 

" The fceiiic mufes tun'd their barbarous tongue; 

*• With fubtle powVs the crudeft foul rcfin'd; 

*< And warm*d the Zembla of the frozen miii<l« 

** The world's new Queen, Augufla, own'dijKir charms, 

" And clafp'd the Grecian nymphs in Britifh arms.** 

I have a flrong propenfity to go on tranfcribing ; 
buti iull many a time, hath the recoUe^ion of mc 

ftintQ* 
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flinted pages of a Magazine, damped the moil fervid 
wiilies of my foul. Mr. Paine hath c^ertainly done 
himfelf great honour ; and 1 congratulate mf country 
on the pofleflion of a genius, which, in the very mom 
of manhood, hath boldly feized the golden fruit of 
maturity. The Poet muft doubtlefs feel hirofelf much 
exhilerated, as he contemplates the v/ell earned guerdon 
of fuperior talents ; yet I dare fay ihat he will wear ~ 
his honours with'becomhig meeknefs 5 and when it is 
remembered, that Scphocles, the illuflrious ornament 
and patron of the Grecian drama, abfolutely died of joy ^ 
upon obtaining froan his competitors the prize of merit, , 
adjudged him for one of his tragedies, our youthful . 
bard will be tolerated in. a confidcrabk expanlion off 
pleaftirable feelings^. 

The play was admirably chbfen ; it is a time bori^ - 
cured. piece ; and it contains many fentirnents, which . 
can never reverberate upon the ear of fenfibility with* 
out fpeakmg to the fineft feelings of \:he foul. In the 
very firft fcene, in the firft aft, our attention is forci-- 
hiy arreded, and we cannot avoid taking the deepeft ' 
intefeft in the drfgnifed hero, although immured in the 
mines of Dalecarlia ; and while *'*'Jtretch*d there^ luhere - 
reigns eternal nighty the flint hit pillo-iVy and cold damps 
bts coverings ; yet- nve heboid i/Vz? hold of fpirit, and rohufi 
of limb^ throwing ■ incleviency crjide, fuperior td the lot of 
human frailty J^ With Anderfon, fpontaneoully, " ijje 
breathe the voice of virtue^ of cordial' ar/iity^from man t^r 
man, and that benignity tkatnukifpers to the foul, tofeek* 
and cheer the fuffercr,^^ " 

The fentirnents of Andei-fon, of Arnoldus, and of 
Guftavus, are the very foul of valour, benevolence, , 
patriotifm, and every Ihining virtue* The fubfequent 
dilbovery, the entrance of Ai-vida — ^tlie tendernefs, the . 
amity of heroes is peribnificd, and we exnjericnce an 
exquifite fatrsfadion, in yielding our applaufe to thofe ■ 
Dalecarlians, of whom Gullavus fays, " Pve.fearch'd' 
thefe men, a?id find them like the foil, barren '-jjithout, and 
to the eye unlovely ; but. t hey* ve their mines within them, 
and this the day I mean to prove them*^ 

U 2 The. 
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The character of Crifticm is a complete exemplifc 
cation of whatever is deteftable in a tyrant : Perhaps 
no language can more concifely group the traits^ 
which go to the compofition of the infuiFerable def- 
pot, than the following : " Wretches ! Jhall I go por* 
ing on the earthy left my hnperial foot Jhould tread on 
emmets ?*' 

The trial of Arvida is admirably conceivjed ; it was 
an ordeal adequate to the warrior/ the lover, and the 
friend. In the flruggles which lacerate his nianly bo*- 
fom, we take a deep and affefting part, and every 
feeling of benevolence would inveft him with that hott>- 
ied balm, which he fo well defcribes — ^^Tesy peace has 
fweets that Hyhla never kne*vo r It fleeps on do^n^ ctdPd 
gently from beneath the Gheruh*s ivlng — no bed for mortals 
"-^Man is ^arfare^^^U a hurricane within" 

Chriilina^s defeription of Guftavus, is the breathings 
of virgin purity, and it cannot fail of captivating the 
bofom of virtue-r** But, O Heaven, ivhat then ivas my 
amazement J He ivas chain* d^ ivaschais^dy my Mariana! 
Like the robes of coronation^ tvorn by youthful kistgSy ht 
drenu his ftyackks*. The Herculean nerve braced his young 
arm ; and^ joften^d in his cheeky liv^d more than 'wop:an 
fiveetnefs I Then his eye^ ! his mein I his native- dignity I 
He looked as though he led captivity in chains, and all 'voen 
flaves around*^ When to the portrait, drawn by love 
and fancy, we add the finifhing touches of the veteran 
foldier, we fhall not hefitate to do homage to a model 
fo perfect : " Fear fled before ; behind him rout gre^ 

loud, and diflant ^wonder gaz*d jit length he turn% 

andy having ey*d me ivith a luond'rous look of f'weetnep 
mix*d 'with glory — grace ineftimable I — he plucked this 
bracelet from his conquering arm^ and bound it here — my 
thrift feem^d trebly nerved ; my heart fpoke to him^ and I 
did fuch deeds as heft might thank him — but from that 
blefs^d day I never fanv him tnore — -yet ftili to this I bonv^ 
as to the relics of my faint : Each 7)ioim I drop a t^ar on 
tvsry beady count all the glories of Guftavus o^er^ and think 
I fill behold him** Thefe animated and combining tef- 
timQnials, prepare us to hear the illuftrious chief hinar 

felfj 
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felf ; and he arrefts, from every fentiment of the foul* 
^e foil tide of approbation. " Approach^, my felloe 
fiidiersi your Gtiftavus claims no precedence here ; friends 
JI?ip like mine throws all refpe3 behind it — 'TV/ emugh-^^ 
L read your joys y your tranfports in your eyes* ; and 'wou^df . 
nvou^d I had a life to fpendfor every foldier here i *whofi 
4V^ry lifers far dearer than my own ; dearer than aught ^ 
except your liberty^ except your honour J* But it is not 
enough that Guftavus is the finilhed patriot and un- 
daunted warrior ; the milder virtues too are natal in 
his bofom r: Sufpicion cannot, take root in a foil fe > 
coble. " If thou hafi aught to urg^ ageunfi Arviday the 
•man of virtue^ tell it not the ivind^ leji /lander catch the 
foundi and guilt fhould triumph*.^ The interview be- 
tween the matchlefs. fiends, is uncommonly higl^' 
wrought, and fuppoited too upon the bed -principles. 
Unlike our modern votaries of an illujion^ wluch they - 
hlafphemoujly term honour ^ Gudavus, innately elevated> . 
efteems it no diminution of his glory, to develop a 
myftery, which was on the point of precipitating hi6 
Arvida into irretrievable ruin. How doth the expW 
nation dignify the hero, and how gcneroufly pathetic 
is his defence of the beguiled ohief .: " Unhappy 7»an I ' 
my heart bleedssfbr thee : falfe I hadfurely heen^ had I lihe ' 
thee been tempted*** But & felfrreproach which had 
planted all its daggers \xi the bofom of Arvida, pro* - 
claims him the proper obje<ft of. a hero's confidences^ 
and we moft fincerely join, iflue in. his conclufion : 
** Pardon can expiate ; it is the. lethean fnveety thefnonu of 
heaven^ nenv blanching o*er the black' fling front of guilty, 
thaty to the eye. of mcncyyall appears fair as the univritteft/ 
page.*' 

To the bofom of filial piety, the apology of Chrii^ 
tina is a neceflary and timely relief : . *' Bad I to death 
or bondage fold my Jirej or had Gtiftavus on our native 
realms made hoftile inroad t then^ my Mariana. I had I 
then foiu'd him from the ftroke of jujiicei I Jhould not ceafi 
my fuit for pardon . But if ^ though in a foe^ to reverence 
virtue y ivithftwtd opprejfiony refcue injured innocence ^ Jiep^ 
boldly in betwixt viyftre and guilty and fave my king^ my 

father 
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father from dijhomur ; if this hefin^ I' have Jhook handr^ 
ivith penitence, Firji perijb crompns^ dominion^ all thejhine 
and tranjSence of this *worldy ere guilt Jhall ferve to buy the 
vain incumhrdnce*^ The addfcfs of Augufta to the 
kneeling beauty, is beyond expreffion charniing : ** Hal 
'who art thou^ that looks fi like the ^habitants of heaven^ like 
mercy fent upon tht morning* s hlujhj to glad the heart, and^ 
cheer a glo&my ivorld nvith lights till mm) unknomm /*' 

Upon the ear, hallowed by the benign voice of the 
Saviour of finners, the following fentiraent mufl har- 
raonioufly vibrate : ** Soft and fweet as looks ofcharityy 
or voice of lambs that bleat upon the mornings are the ivards^ 
tf chrijiian meeknefs I mijpon^all divine— ^the lamj oflcve^ . 
foul mandate V* Thus fpake th<e man who ^*from the- 
hreaji^ frtm out the fiuathing-bandsyjiepp^d the. true child 
ifhomurJ' The fcene between Guilavus and the ven- 
erable matron to whom he owed his being, together 
with the tender fears of that foul-affedHng bud of in- 
nocence, his iiifant fiftcr, is almoft too much for the 
feelings of hirnianity ; and the fenfations of my bo- 
fom fpontaiieoufly thanked the judicious Manager, who 
expunged tiie whole fcene of the lifelefs bodies, the 
bier, &c* The heart of fufceptibility is fufficiently 
wrung, while liftening to the agonized chief* **• Then^^ 
foe's gone — Arvida ! Anderfon ! forever gone / — Arnoldus^ , 
'friefids, nvhertt are ye ? Help here 1 heave, heave this moun- 
tain from me — Heaven, keep my fenfes I — -/& lat ivill Ar 
battle ; hut let n» banners ivave : Be fill, thou trump, and^ 
every martial found that gives the nvar toi pomp or levity ; ; 
fbr vengeance no^ isclad'vjiih heavy apms,fedatelyfhrn, re^-- 
folv^d, hfttJile/itJ' 1 confels, I am happy to find the prin- - 
ccfsof Denmark again in thepatli of duty— what juftnefs". 
of fentlment — ** Patience and peace pofjcfsf thy fnind ; not' 
all the pride of etripjre e\r gave fuch hlcfs^d fenfatiohs, as • 
cnc, 071C honr cf peiitence, though painful ; lei Us hence, far 
from the hkod and huftle of ambition. Be it my tajk to ■ 
m;atch thy r ft rig *wifh, to fiTio^i.h thy hro^'yfnd com fort fit' 
thy cares, and for thy ivill, obedience ; fill to cheer the day 
'voith fmiles, and lay thee nightly donxn beneath thy fiumr, 
hers*' t 

\ Guftavus,' 
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Guftavus, tlie vidorious Guftavus^ is ilill the fama 
as in the mines of Dalecarlia. "JVJ?, matchlefs men ! 
tnj^ brothers of the 'war y be M tny greatefi glory to have mix^d 
my arms *with yours ^ and to have fought for once^ like to a. 

' Dalecarlian — like to you, The fires of honour ^ of a ne'VJ 
horn fame y to be. tranfmitted from youn grtat memorial^ tn 
climes unkno*wny to age fucceeding agey^tiU time Jh all verge 
ufon eternity f and patriots < he no more.^* And again» . 
" Fear not^ the. fence, af virtue, is a chiefs s hejl caution ; 
and the firm fur ety cf. my people^ s hearts y is all the guard : 
that e'er Jhall <wait GuJiavHs. I am a foldier from my 
youth ; yet^ AnderfoUy thefe <wa/u.9 ivhere man mujl ivound 
himfelf in man^ have fomeiuhat Jljocking in tkem ; trajl 
7ney friendy except in^fuch a caufe as this dafs quarrcU I 
nuotdd mtfhed a Jingle nuretch^s, blood far. the luorld^s ei7H - 
pire." 

The royal maid is alio dill confrdent, dill equal 
with herfelf, when *^ pleading for a father y for a dear^ 
much lov*dy if cruely yet unhappy father J'^ But far' fur- - 
pa0ing all that is excellent Ihe burfts upon us with i 
more than mortal glory, when, with all the dignity of . 
fex, we mark, to the lov'd, ^vidorious, fupplicating 
chiefy her. incomparable repl]fr— '5 No^u) .aid , mcy all ye. 
ehafler pcmcrs that guard a *woman^s *vo€aknefs ! — '/// r^-* - 
folv'd — thy oau» example charms thyfuit tojrhnce, Ncr. 
think alone to bear the palm of virtue — thou 'who haft taught 
the nvorldy 'when.dviy calls y. to. thronu the bar of every nuijh • 
behind them. Exalted in, that thoughty like thee I rife% 
'while every lejfening pa^ion finks beneath me^ Adieuy adieuy , 

J tnoft honoured y firfi of men L Ig9y I p^ty I fly 9 but to de^. 
firve thee /" And again, in return, to the hero's re-* 
monftrance — ^** The bond .of vivtuey friendfhip^ s facred tie% 
the lover* s pains y and all the fifier*s fondnefsy mine has the 
flame of every hve 'within it* , But Pve a father y guilty if 
he bey yet is he old ; if cruely yet a father. Abandoned 
nonu by every fupple 'wretch that fed his years 'with flattery y 
IJm all thafs left to calmy to foothe his troubled foul t<k 
penitenccyto virtue ; and perhaps y refiore the better empire. - 
l^Vr his mindy true feat of all dominion — Tety Gufiavusy yet 
Sierc are^ tnigbtier rgafm i. ' fart'well had I neUn.. 
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bv^Ji I tnigbi huve fiaid isiith honour^* This fimiking of 
the charaSer of Chi illina, is unexpected, aiid, in mj. 
©pinion, completes the beauty and fymmetry of the 
performance. 

It is iinpoffible to give language to the feelings of 
an attentive and fufceptible audience during the rep* 
refentation of this mafierly compontion. The ^v^^A 
elegance of tlie building, the furroundlng lights, the. 
brilliant aflembly, fo ftrikingly contrafting the ftage. 
fcene, where was exhibited the country of Dalecarlia^* 
tlie tents in perfpecftive, the hardy veterans, arrayed in., 
martial order, pafling in review, &c. &c. ali t)^is, to- 
gether with the novelt/ of arrangements, ib far fmv 
pafling what we had ever before witnefled, was,, in truths : 
inexpreflibly captivating. . 

The diftant country of the admired chief feemed ia- 
reality extended to our view ; and, for myfelf, I am 
free to own,, that as I glanced my eye from, the (lage, 
to the throng of refpedlable citizens, occupying the 
pit, boxes, and galleries ; as I oBferved the marked^ 
attention in the never deceptive eye^ the folezna ftillnefs,. 
die tender tear upon the cheek of beauty, and the hu- 
^jnid eye of manhood, with the alternate burfts of ap» 
plaufe, betokening congenial virtue^ — ^as I marked thcfc 
effe<5ls, the agitation of my boibm became well near, 
ungovernable. 

On the perfbrmersy perhaps^ I ought not to hazards 
a remark* As aix Axatnc^Hy comparatively ne*w to ob« 
fervations of this nature, I cannot be fuppofed a com- 
petent judge ; yet, fo complete was /my fatisfadion,, 
uiat I did not hear without pain, that many individu- 
als expre/Ted difpleafure ; and I can only account for 
this by afuppofition that there expe^ations were too 
high ralfed to admit of gratification in the prefent in« 
, fancy of our Drama. 

Surely it ought to be remembered, ^that the plant, 
However luxuriant, doth not, , immexUatdy on being 
removed to a foreign foily continue its priftine rigour ; 
and candor hath already obferved that the prohibited 
^lojf then firjl arrefting the attention of the perf<Mrmersi>, 

could 
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^^ould not, in fo early an exhibition, obtain, in the rep- 
.iiefentaticn> the perfedion of which it is doubtlefs fuf- 
cepdble. Yet we think it mud be acknowledged, that 
Mr. Powell, in the chara^er of Criftiem, infpired all 
thofe abhorrent feelings which the poet intended to 
originate ; that Mr. Jones fupportcd with admirable 
ikill the part of TroUio, and that the Swedi/K priell, 
by £6 finely contrafting the treachery and baleful tal- 
.cnts of the infamous biihop, prefented to the mind a 
fmoft agreeable relief. Such iliould always figure a 
Acrald of genuine religion. 

Gratitude and farthnilnefs, i^ the character of Laer- 
.tcs, were peHbafively delineated by his reprefentatire. 
Mr. S. Powell leemed indeed Arvida ; and Guftavus 
ibone upon us enriched with native fplendour. 

In the female parts, the beauty and propriety of fil- 
ial piety, the captivating magic of the tender pai^ 
iion, the dignity of the princefs and the woman, were 
•ftrikingly exemplified by Mifs Harrifon ; her promm- 
rCiation was d!ftin<5t, her emphafis generally proper, 
and her geftures naturally expreflive. 

The Spartan virtues perfonified in Augufta, and en- 
twining all the tendernefs of the 'maternal chara<5ler, 
demanded the moft glowing, dignified, and deeply af- 
fefting action. We conceive the firft theatrical abil- 
ities were requijhe to the performing this part witli 
jpropriety. 

The young Guftava was truly intereffing ; nor wa$ 
there a fympathi/ing mother prefent, whofe bofom did 
not throb to fnatch from the envenomed talons of the 
fell deftroyer the foul-afFe<fting innocent. Mariana 
was not deftitute of merit ; fhs feemed to deferve the 
♦place ftie occupied in the confidence of the royal 
virgin. 

To the comic powers, exhibited upon that evening, 
ample juftice has been done. Unequivocal demondni- 
tions of appUnfe refounded from every corner of the 
houfe, and, f-tr my part, I congritu'ate the fons of 
Momus with all my heart ; for, having never yet been 

able 
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able to coilceive the fmalleft eyil in laughter, fimplf 
confidered, I cannot but give my vote in favour oicor^ 
rc^ed mirth. Mr. Collins, Mifs Baker, &c. &c. thefe 
have all received the tributary laurel ; and I do not 
feel in the lead difpofed to enter my caveat upon this 
occaiion. 

The Gleaner oonfefl«s that his ex]$e£bations were 
more than aiifwered ; but the Gleaner hath nevfcr wit* 
nefled tlie Uieatrical abilities of a Garrick, or a Sid- 
dons ; nor is he certain he ough't-to ^-egard this as a 
misfortune. 

It is always iitvidibus' to point out faults; at Jeaft 
it is to me an unpleafmg taflc. From an infant i^age 
I look for improvement. The t4me will arrive when 
the performers will #« no ihfltuKe ^^C^erfiep the rtiodefiy 
of Nature.^'* Even tragedy -may deal too much in 
ftarts : It fliould be energetic ; it fhoiild be pathetic-; 
but the pompous fwell and ftrut, make no part of its 
excellence. -Eafe and elegance are' the naivettc of com - 
edy» and its features are the features 'ofpolifhed and 
corre6led nature. 

But I repeat, I look for improvement ; gradually 
we fhall progrefs; the performers Will think more rf 
. the audience, and they will, by confequence, appear to 
think lefs ;. in Other "words, they willy&rw to forget the 
circles that attend them. Their frequent appeals by eye 
and hand will infenfibly fubfide ; and, through the 
whole of the reprefentation, they vtrill fee the propriety 
of addreffing the perfon, or peifons, to whom they are 
Juppofed particularly to fpeak. In one word — the au- 
dience will refine the players, and the players will re- 
iiine the audience* 
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Truth, though envclap*d rouni hi myftic folds, 

Still brightens to the contemplative mind ; n 

Th* enrapturM eye each latent charm heholds. 
Tracing the plan by righteous Hcav'n dcfign*d. 

HAVE often thought, that feriaus and well diA 

pofed believers of the heathen mythology, muft 

have found themfelves wonderfully impelled to adlsof 
xlevoxional piety. It was fcarcely poffible for fuch 
sperfbns to purfue their courfe in any direfti<m, which 
did not prefent to their external optics, or to the eye of 
tlieir imagination,, beings who were, in their ejtimation^ 
proper objcdls of adoration. A refpe<5table writer dc- 
fcribes the vaft univerfe as the folemn temple of the 
;pagans ; and, we nfiay add, that in every divifion of 
""this, fuperb fane, altars, facred to their various rituals 
:prefent. The empire of fancy is thronged by perfon- 
'i^tA ideas ; the profopopoeia is eafy, and gods and 
goddeiTes clufter in every walk. Hefiod, in his gene- 
alogical hi (lory of the heathen deities, delineates thirty 
thoufand of thefe dignified beings, and an indulgent 
r imagination readily invefts them with their peculiar 
.•properties and offices. 

To the child of fancy, fheltered in the fequeftered 
wore from the intenfe heat of fummer, the falutary 
oreeze which gently agitates the leaves is the rofy 
breath of the winged zephyrus, and the murmuring of 
that {Iream, which winds its glaiTy courfe, is the foft 
fighing of a river nymph, while, with equal ingenuity, 
amid the pelting ftorm, he confiders the hoarfe bellow- 
-ing ofthe winds as the fonorous voice of fome potent 
god. 

Neptune gnKps his trident, and holds dominion in 
the vaft world of waters. Pluto, borne in his fable 
-chariot, bears the keys of ages and of death ; while 
Jupiter, afcending the fcies, mounts his throne of ivory, 
extending in his right hand the avenging thunderfbolt) 

W and 
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and in his left the Tceptre of fovcreignty. To thefe Aic- 
cced a train of fubordinate immortals, all pofTeffing 
Jtheir peculiar attributes, and occi^pying their various 
departments. Of the feafons of the year, the fruits of 
the earth, and the different ftages of life, infancy, 
adolefcence, maturity, and old age, a prefiding, deity 
took charge. In the catalogue of divinities, every 
virtue found its patron and its patronefs ; nay, among 
this multifarious generation of immortals, even the 
reprehenfible paflions were not deftitute of their pro- 
tenors. The fincere votary of this mythology, I fayt 
TOuft have been continually Simulated to a&s which 
his dircdory aifured him were proper and nece/Iary | 
and, for my own part, I am free to own, that however 
fanciful rea/on may confider this fabulous hierarchy, I 
fee no impropriety, in ftill allowing it, in the works of 
imagination, a vijionary being ; and poetry, certainlyt 
even to the prefent era, gathers fome gf its moft orna- 
mental Howers from this magical, or legendary garden 
of antiquity. 

The hillory of the heathen gods land goddefTes isfo 
interwoven with the occurrences of ^ncient times, that 
it is impoffible to perufe thofe venerable pages with 
advantage, without a competent knowledge of their 
various charafters and powers. I remember, when 
Margaretta was a child, I hcg^n a little biographical 
volume, which entitling a Theogeny, the better to 
captivate her attention, I threw into doggerel verfr. 
My defign was, to give a fuccinft account of thofe de- 
ities who had figured in hiftory, and who jlill hold 
their rank in fome of our beft poetical performances. 
An attention to bufinefs prevented my completing this 
bagatelle ; but I am not fure that I fhall not look it 
up, giving it a form, and the lafl polifh, for the ben- 
efit of her children. 

If we trace the traditionary fables which make up 
the bulk of the pagan fyftem, we fhall generally find 
they originate in fome momentous and incontroverti- 
ble truth ; and however they may have been combine4 
ondadulter^ted^ in the various channels through which 
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they have adventitioufly pafled, they dill retain fome 
features, which, to tht eye of obfcrvation, fufficiently 
evince their auguft parentage. 

Through the labyrinth of error, the fcriptuarian 
often follows a clew, which leads him dire<5lly to the 
fundamental principles of that revealed religion^ which 
he reverences as of God, which he believes to be mnft 
holy, and which he receives as the ground of his pref- 
ent tranquillity, and his future hopes. 

That chaos, which Hefiod dignifies by the appella- 
tion of The Father of the Gods, Mofes fimply calls 
The earth, 'without form and void, Hefiod's relation is 
undoubtedly an allegorical account, wherein the vari- 
ous j)arts of nature ate peribnified, of that hiftory of 
the creation, which the Hebrew writer, in language na- 
tural and •'beautifully fublirne, fo inimitably narrated. 
Writers have appeared, who have fuppofed the fable of 
P!rometheus to hav« taken rife in the character of 
Noah y others imagine they trace the features of the 
fecond founder of mankind in Deucalion. Plaufible- 
reafons are adduced for thcfe conje<51ures ; but perhaps 
we hazard lefs, in yielding credence to the refpe^able- 
Bochart, who conceived this favourite of the Almigh- 
ty to have been worfhipped, in fucceeding times, by 
the name and attributes of Saturn. The golden age 
which is- plaoed under the adminifbration of that deity ; 
the tranquillity, friendfbip, and innocence, which is 
faid to have reigned*, in the bofom of every defer iption 
of mankind;- the perpetuul fpring which invariably 
fiourifhed ; the temperate ferenity of the atmofphere, . 
neither veiled by gathering clouds, nor deformed by 
burfUng florms ; thefc, and fimilar arrangements, un- 
doubtedly proclaim the interpofition of fome philan* 
thropic prince, or benefador cf the race. • 

Tlie hiftory of the Deucalion .flood, if not a defcrip- 
tipn^ by another nsmaejt of the^ general deluge, bears, 
ncverthelefs, ftrong marks of affinity thereto. Lucian, 
giving fome account of Syria, where it is faid the del- 
uge of Deucalion originated, aflures us, " That the 
«>Greeks aflert in their. fsibles; .that the firft men beings 
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"of an mfolent and cruel difpofhion, inhuman, inhof* 
" pitable, and regardlefs of their faith, were all de- 
" ftroyed by a deluge — ^the earth pouring forth vaft 
" ftreams of water" — {in the Molaic lan^age, the 
fountains of the great deep were broken up ; — " fwclU . 
" ed the rivers, which, together with the rains, aiade 
" the fca rife above its banks and overflow the land, 
*• fo that all was laid under water : That Deucalion 
" alone, faved himfelf and family in the ark : That 
** two o£ each kind of wild and tame animals, lofing 
" their animollty, entered into it of their own accord : 
** That this Deucalion Abated uppn the waters, until 
" they became afluaged, and that h« then repaired the . 
"human race." Writers alTo defcribe the eminence, 
which arretted the courfe of this vefTel ; and by the 
authority of the celebrated biographer, Plutarch, we 
catch a glimpfe of the ifluing dove which Abydenus . 
denominates a certain fowl, that being twice let out 
of the ark, and finding no place of reft, returned into . 
the vefTel. 

The metaphor of Pandora, it is conceived, may be- 
cafily developed. The beauty, wifdom, various ixLtel- 
ledual endowments, ijiatchlefs eloquence, aild harmo-- 
nic powers, with, every other Gombining charm, which 
fo eminently diHinguiflied that accomplifhed vifion,. 
are pifturefque of the aflemblagc of graces that digni- 
fied and adorned our general mother, while yet, array- . 
ed in fpotlefs innocence, fhe prefided the fovereign lady 
of thole blifsful regions, which her prefence rendered 
fo truly interefting, and which flie was fo well calcula- 
ted to embellifti. The mifchief confequent upon the 
difobedience of the firft woman, are exa^ly figured by 
the catalogue of iUs which followed the opening of . 
Pandora's box ; and poor humanity hath ever nnce 
been doomed to lament the difcord, anarchy, anger, 
envy, calumny, crimes in their variety ; wars, famme,, 
difeafes, peflilence, decrepitude, old age, and death, 
which efcaped thence — ^yet hope, bleft nope, remained 
at bottom, and the chriftian iuveftigator will not fsiil, 
in this cxpreilive figure, to recognize tlifi proniife given 
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to the fair delinquent, ere yet her trembling footfteps ^ 
were exiled from that elyfiuniy which, previous to her 
devious wanderings, fhe was fo well ftdlled to. cultivate 
aad beautify. . 

The fable of Typhon, and the reft of the giantsi 
With the daring temerity of thofc hideous monfters ; . 
their audacious ii^ult upon the refidence of the celef*> 
tialsy and their levelling war with the gods ; all thefe 
aftoniihing circumftances may find their origin in the 
Hebrew hiftorian, who defcribes the earth as bearing 
a race of men of uncommon ftature, and complicated . 
atrocity ; who delineates the tower of Babel, and the - 
defeat of that imfpous confederacy. The defign form- 
ed by Agamemnon^ of immolating, upon the altar of 
Idolatry, his unoffending daughter, may be nothing" 
more than a vitiated tradition of that illuflrioiu period, 
in the life of- the p^riarch Abraham, which exhibits, 
him as preparing, atthe command of_the Almighty^ , 
to facrifice as a burnt offering, that fon, then a beard- - 
lefs youth, among whofe defcendants he had been 
taught to exped the Shiloh, to whom the gathering, 
©f tne peof^le fhould be. But however amufing the . 
tracing this^. analogy may be, were I to purfue fo fruit- 
ful a mbjed, I fhould affuredly multiply words beyond ■. 
the induJ^ence of my ^readers.. 

It is evident from facrcd and profane hiftory, that : 
in the beginning, one only Omnipotent, Omniprefent,.. 
azul Oranifcient Sovereign of the univerfe, was deem- 
ed a proper. objed of adoi'ation ; and this unknown 
Being was devoutly hailed as life, light, and wifdom. 
All created beings were fupppfed to be beneficently di- 
rcfted^by afelf-exiftent and eternal mind to the ptefer- 
vatioU) protedion* and final felicity of the whole. 
This great Firft Caufe, ere yet the imagination of 
jnen had clothed him in the habiliments of caprice, was 
addrcffed under feveral appellations. Perhaps the ra- 
Honal reiijrionift of every age hath found no difficulty 
in adopting the language of Seneca — " By Jove," fays 
that celebrated Roman, " the wife men among the an^* 
cien£5> did not mean fuch;a one as we fee iu the capitol, , 
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and other temples, but the Guardian and Ruler of the: 
univerfe, a Mind and Spirit^ the Mafter and Artificer 
of this mVindane fabric, whom every title fuits* Would 
you call him Fate ? you will not err ; for he it is on 
whom all things depend : The Caufe oicaufiu Would:- 
you. call him Providisnce ? you are in the right ; for by 
his wifdom is the nvorld dire^ed; hence it moyes un» 
Ihaken, and performs its every office. Would you call 
him Nature? 'tis not amifs ; ,fince from him all things 
proceed ; and by his Spirit we live. If you calj him the. 
Worlds 'tis well j for he is all in ally and exifting by his 
own power." It is not ftrange that a lively axia pious, 
imagination, (hould graditally deify tftie attributes and 
favours of fo unfearchable, auguft, aad beneficent a 
being. Thus the family of the gods claim their origin ; 
and, in procefs of time, the depravity of mankind en-, 
dowing them with abfurd and reprehenfible paifionSf , 
rendered them in their defcriptions- altogether like un- 
to themfelves. Reipedable perfons of both fexes were 
next prefled into this facred order, and thus the multi- 
farious catalogue was fwelled to an enormous fize.. 
The joys, the forrows, the apprehenfions, and the ca- 
lamities of mankind, fupplied the materials from which: 
the convenient deity was Ihaped ; tlie apotheofis was^ 
conferred, and divine honours were next in courfe. 

It is needlefs to inform thee, gentle reader, that I» 
am no pagan. The heathen fyftem is- long fince ex-p> 
ploded ; and we have, by common confent, circum- 
fcribed their deities within comparatively narrow bounds;; 
but yet it may be a qneftion, whether in ceding to them 
the empire of imagination, in leaving the domain of ' 
fancy open to their jurifdi<5iion, we have not afligned. 
them circles which are fufficiently ample.. However, 
be this as it may, I am free to owli, that while I trace 
in the Jupiter of antiquity many of the^ features of 
that Omnipotent, who prefideth over the informed 
mind of more refined ages, arguing from analogy, I 
am fond of conceiving, that not a few of their inborn 
dinate traditions originating in truth, may tllus po/Teis, 
a right to claim their anceftry in the invifible workU 
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A plaftlc. and beneficent hand, fafliioniftg^ and trp** . 
holding the great and various produftions of nature, is 
momently evinced, bothi to fenfe and to reafon. A 
thoufand circumftances affure me that I exift by the ; 
omnific power of a felf-acijhnt Being ; aji innate per*. 
fuafion of immortality triumphs in my bofom ; I con- 
fidently expjedl a never ending futurity. Thofe who , 
are departed are not loft ; they have only obtained an 
earlier emancipation ; in the general aiTembly I fliall^ 
rjgoin them — the focial virtues, commencing on earth, 
fliall be perfedted in heaven ; amity fiiall wear a never 
dying wreath ; and, progrefling in knowledge, we fhall 
of courfe recognize tnofe with whom^ while habited in > 
garments of nfiprtality, we have tafted the pleafurcs re-. 
lulting from a fentijnental intercourfe. 

The dodrine of guardian feraphis-^this alfo makes : 
a part of my creicd.. Some bright celcftial was com- 
mifiioned at my birth, to prende over my infantile 
years, and to continue the attendant of my mortal ca- 
reer. During the hour which fhall terminate my pref^ 
ent mode of being, he will be bufy round the bed of 
death, and he wiO gratulate, with ineffable tranfport^. 
the liberated fpirit. " Myriads of beings tread this globe 
unfeertj both *wken *me *wake and *when ive /leepJ* I per-. 
fuade myfelf that truth guided the pen of the poet in 
this a/Tertion. The grjofs^film of mortality veils for the ■ 
prefent the vifual ray ; yet there are,, who have been 
fo favoured, even while fojouming in terreftrial abodes, , 
as to catch a gllmpfe of thofe natives of Elyfium ; . 
and the period haftens when the wide expanfe fhall be . 
outfpr^ad before us. But befide thofe beneficent fer- . 
aphs who, with angelic vigils guard our path, the fhades , 
of departed friends hover round ;, and, when worn by 
ficknefs or by forrow, the gradually attenuated machine 
admits, through apertures thus made, the . dawning 
light of paradife. Thefe tenderly intercfted and fym- 
pathizing denizens of the celeftial world, not unfre- 
quently, with mildly fympathiting afpe<5l, ftand con- 
feiTed to the patient fufferer, pointing him, with the 
finger, of affiance, to that, opening heayen, upon which 
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he is fo apparently verging : And hence perfiaps it^is, . 
that the period of di Ablution is feldoni< to the expiring ' 
individual, marked with thofe horrors, which in a ftate 
of health and vigour are commonly anticipated. Pop 
fibly the felicity of thofe who have bid adieu to time, » 
mav not.be. completed until the final confummation, , 
which fhall prefent the family oT maa entire. They 
may witnefs our, anions ; when our condu<a is marked, 
by regularity and propriety, we infiire their approba- - 
tipn. Wlien, deviating from the line of redlitude^ we 
engage in reprehenfible purfuits, we incus the cenfure : 
of beati£ed fpirits, and they experience that kind of 
pain to which immortals of, this 'defcription may be. 
fubjedted ; the luflre of celeftial vifages are dimmed ; ; 
a tranfient cloud obfcures their brightening joys, and i 
the pearly drop of regret fnflFufes the. radiant eye o£^' 
feraphic pleafure. , 

What a forcible incentive to a perfeverance in the . 
career. of virtue, do confiderations of this nature fiir- 
nifh ! . The eye of my mind is at this moment thrown i 
upon an amiable. and elegant woman, whom I have, 
long known ; her whole life hath exhibited a imifontti 
exemplification of every focial, every humane, and ev- 
ery endearing excellence ; her conjugal engagement . 
hath . been remarked, for fame uncommonly fplendid . 
traits, and the chafte corredhiefs of her manners havc- 
been regarded as the pattern of feminine demeanour. . 
Her married life hath comprifed a period of forty years.. 
She has never, been a njodier, and yet perhaps the an- 
nals of. her fex cannot produce a more perfedl: models 
of the maternal chara^er. No lefs than twenty or- ^ 
phan girls, at different periods of time, .witk great 
care, afllduity and tendemefs fhe hath genteelly eda-. 
cated. By her afliftance and patronage, they are com- 
fortably eflablifhed, and they look up, to her, as the 
»evered iburce of their every enjCKjrment. . 

She is even, now.. In the prefent ' advanced ftage of* 
her life, furrounded by a virgin . train, who pay her. 
honours, furpafled only by thofe which they derotc * 
to heaven.. She hath her ftated days of feftivity, the. 
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return of which are very frequent, when, (he fummon^^ 
etb her children, as fhc calls them — ^all thofe who have 
tal^en rank in families'of their own, to join with her 
in tender and gratefiil comnaemorations. No fovc- 
reign, attended by the dependants upon his bounty , ev-^^ 
er look^ round with half the exultation, which, upon;, 
thefe occafions, glows in, and elevates her bofom. The 
figure is not gQod-p-fhe is not a fovereign, fhe is a ten" 
der parent, regarded with the cheerful eye of duteou*- 
affeition, by the little communit;^ which her own hand 
hath formed to virtue and to happinefs. 

It was on one of thofe convivial daysy that, induced 
by curiofity, I lately looked in upon her. She was 
feated in the midft of the pleafed and pleafing affem- 
bly. Miethought 1 had nevcjr feen an objeft more in-. 
tereftingjy beautiful : Tes,Mautiful^ for the ivr inkles of, 
ier face poflefTed more charms, than adorn^the red and 
white of the peliflied fkin of that giddy flutterer, whcm^ 
sfcll the energy of fentlment could never raiie to the en- - 
nobling fweil of elevated thought or exemplary adion.. 
Dignity was imprefled upon her every feature, and it 
was impo^lje fhe could fail of; infpiring the vienerat- . 
ing glow oi admiration. I was- coxcomb enough to 
pay her a flourifhing compliment, which I concluded 
with pronouncing decifively-^The reward of your be- . 
nevolence, undoubtedly, Madam, will be very great.. 

Echoing my laft words with inimitab^ie grace, fhe 
replied, " JViU be very great ? Truft me, dear Sir, I 
have m ar rear ages to ^mand. If, as you fay, I have» 
obtained the approbation of the good, that approbation ; 
. is of itfelf a rich reward ; and, Mr. Vigillius,'* placing 
her hand upon her breaft, *^ / htwe peace at hhne ; the 
plaudit of my own boibm is indeed of countlefs worth ; : 
befides which, the duteous complacency at this mo- 
ment imprinted upon the countenances of thefe dear 
gh-Is, is in trath a great and immeafurable reward ; 
every decent geilure, every proper adion, every grate- 
ful expreflion, have flill continued to me, through a 
courfe of many years, a ready fource, from which I; 
have momently derived a ceafelefs and abundant rec-. 
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oxnpcnie. And, Sir, if you will' indulge me fo far, I? 
will confefs a fentiment which hath, through life, verj < 
forcibly operated upon my mixids I have ever fuppof- 
ed myfelf conftantly under the infpe6Kon of numerous^ 
although vicwlefs, witncfles of my anions. Tbefe en- 
circling ipedators I have regarded^ as beings- o£ the an- 
gelic order, aflpciating with thofe ipirits who were once 
clothed in mortality ; and. the approbating fmile of. 
celeftial joy, which I have confidered as illuming ther 
feraphic countenances of the progenitors ofthefe my 
adopted children, while they have fcen nac bufied about, 
their offspring, engaged in eradicating the evU, pru- 
ning the luxuriant growth of ^ntiments, equitable im 
their fource, and in. direding and cheriflriag.the prin- 
ciples of reditude. . Such obfervance, and fuch com- 
placent applaufc hath frequently given energy to my 
efforts, placed me buoyant upon the utmoft ftretch ot!.' 
that invention, which is fcmetimes nectary to allure 
to virtue the fleps of youth, and abundantly ftrength-- 
cned, encouraged, and confirmed me in thofe walks, . 
which lead, as I conceive, to the paradtie of the good.. 
And, Sir, you will give me leave to add, that ideas o£' 
this kind obtaining in my mind, operate at once as an ; 
incitement to regularity of conduct, and conftituteth a; 
fund, from which I c^n freely draw the largeft com*- 
penfation." 

The Gleaner joins iffiie with thefe conje^hires-; hj 
this controverted hypothefis, he confefleth his mind is^ 
eiTentiall^ influenced ; nor can he, gentle reader, con- 
ceive it dangerous to embrace opinions which frehahly 
are the offspring of truth,, which, wear an aufpicious 
afpeft upon the interefts of mankind, which produce 
benevolence in their operation, which fumilh motives 
for goodnefs, and which ftimulate to every p^€|>er,L ev- 
ery becoming adtion. - 

That fcepticifna, which is the growth of falf^ reafon^ 
and degenerated philofophy, may abide during the 
c^lm ferene of the vernal or fummer breezes, which* 
XQake up the gentle and profperous gales of life ; but,, 
kkoing the fup>etiku<^re of.faife aAd.iniidious cpnclu.-?- 
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(jonsi in other words, being^bottomed upon the fand, 
it will fall before the mountain torrent, before the com- 
bined and defolating florms of wintJCT ^^^ » ^^^9 bencN 
.mg undet the accumulated preflufe of mighty ills, the 
dweller in humanity will of neceffity lift up his men- 
tal eye to fbme propitious, although invifible power, 
-who, he will conceive, is adequate to his afTiftance. 

By £he ielf poized hero, and the worfliipper of 
chance, the Gleaner, henceforward, may be accounted 
a ridkuhas vtfionary : But he is perfuaded that the 
Chriftian religionift will cnlift upon his fide— for in 
the oracles ol his Grod, the fcripturian "will find, that 
the Author and Fini(her of his faith, hath fan^ioned 
the idea of guardian fpirits, where he pronounces that 
the angels of the fojourners in mortality ^ do al'ways be* 
hold the face of Omnipotence* 

The immediate difciples of the Redeemer fpofce 
confidently of the angel of Peter : And the apoftle to the 
Hebrews chara£lerizes the angels, as fpirits ^ miniflring 
unto the heirs offalvation. Upon our knowledge of de* 
ceafed perfons, die fcene difpiayed upon the mount of 
transfiguration, decides : For Peter faid — ^Lord, if 
thou wilt, let ns make here three tabernacles ; one for 
Mofcs, one for Elias, and one for thee. And Jcfus 
fpeaketh of fitting down in the kingdom of heaven with 
Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob. 

The Gleaner perceives, while embracing this per- 
fiiafion, viz. the dodrine of angels and offpirits>» 
diat a moft pleafing tranquillity pervades his mind \ 
and he cannot willingly relinquifh it, except, in ex* 
change for fentiments, that he can conceive more di» 
Tinely coafolatory^ or more morally influentiak 
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Kow, by my manhood, my full foul difdains 
Thefc dark'ning glooms, which fuddcnly pcrvadi^; 
•True dignity an equal part fuftains, 
LcDdtng its calm and. perlevering aid. 

THAT melancholy paufe, and extre^He dejeftiots 
which at this prefent fo apparently pervades 
'«very order of citizens among us, is» xatxKxxik&i rather 
derogatory to the American charadler. The queflion, 
relative to opening the temple of Janus, feems to be 
agitated with unbecoltiing warmth ; and a zeal, not 
rproperly tempered by knowledge, is, I conceive, ftrik- 
ingly exemplified by every party. 

That our country hath, during i moft aufpicious 
;period, been borne forward upon the full tide of prof- 
'perity, no one but the embittered, the cynical, or the 
inters (led incendiary, will deny. Peace, with her ol- 
ive wreath,, was to us the celeftial harbinger of uner- 
^mpled felicity ; Agriculture hath flouriflied in prime*" 
val b3auty, foftsred on the bofora of libert7, and fan- 
ned by the genial airs of the meek-eyed godde/s, it is 
rapidly approximating the higheft perfedlion of whfch 
'it is fufceptible. Our manufadures have furt>ri{ingljr 
vUdvanced. Our navigation is extenfive ; almoft everf 
^ftream conveys the well freighted bark ; and our com*- 
tnerce, wafted by the breezy gale, hath accumulated 
riches upon the far diftant fliore. Whether trade 
^ught not to pattake in fotne degree xht txatUre of its fe- 
vourite elements ; and whether under the general reg- 
ulations of reftitude, it would not find its own advaA' 
tageous and equAl balance, may be confidefed as prob* 
lematical : at any rate, unaided by treaties ofcommerdi 
our merchants, obtaining the obje<5l of their wifces, 
have, m many inftances, found their enterprizes crowR- 
cd with uncommon fuccefs. 

The 
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The arts and icknces 2tft alio attaining n^tHrallsa* 
' tjon in our foil ; and literatures hkfi fiwce of rptsonal 
' e/^w/w«/ literature hajth enlifted its votaries : The ex- 
tenirvc and efttrgetic'inovefnents of thefoulare afloat ; 
the fciences and the vSitues love &e vejieraJble ibades 
and iequeftered haunts of Eb.^rtf ; and, cultitatodiTuc- 
cefsfuUy in this new world, 'we liad fic^ed they would 
^become patrons of frugality, tenaperance, and that ho- 
ly rdigiou, which* fmoothetli the bed of death. 

Our citizens, intuitively, as it fiiould fcem^ had be- 
■come feaiible of that iadifcrhmnAte advantage, derived 
to the community in general, where each indsviduai re^ 
cshesfroM the connnonfund^ and m^bere every memier con-* 
tributes his qtwtayfor the henifit jifthe ivhole ; in one wordy 
every one ieemed fenfible of the blelilngs of a good 
.'government, and federalifm was the haus, on which 
we were fuccefsfully building the fuperftrudlure of ev- 
ery thing ufefnl, every thing virtuous, every thing or- 
•Bamental. What a fearful and deftnidive hydra is 
'fadion ! War is its eldeft bom, and with the eye of 
-the brflilk it feeketh to annihilate the cherub peace. 
Dreadful is ^e progrefs of war ; it is retrograde to 
-almoft every virtue ; the duties of benevolence it in- 
vcrtetjh; it enjoinetli upon every individual to affli<5t 
"and harafs by every poilible means. Cultivation is 
BO more. Deftrudion,i witJi fhocking exultation^ eac- 
ercifeth in every goodly walk its fatally blafting 
Influence. Population laments its murdered millions ; 
the earth is hume<Stated by the blood of our fellow crea- 
'tures ; and thpfe infernal demons^ difcord and malice» 
^re glutted by the calamities of the human fpecies. 
A late elegant writer inimitably tpourtrays the confe- 
quences even oi fuccefsful *war ; perhaps a review of 
the -.|>i€lure may be of iife.-^** We muft fix our eyes 
'" not on •♦he hero returning^ with conqudl, nor yet oa 
:the gallant oflicer dyift;^^ on the bed of honour, the 
fchjecl of pi^n:ure .«nd t£ fang ; Wt an the private fol- 
'"-dicr, forced into the .fervice ; eachaufted by camp fick- 
'^'nefsaiid fatigue ; -pale, eiaaciated, crawling to aa 
***li«fpttal t^ith the pr^fpei!!: of lif?, .perhaps a loixgiife, 

X "Wafted, ' 
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* blafledy ufclcfe, and fuffering. We muft think of 
' the uncounted tears of her who weeps alone, becaufe 

* the only being who fhared her feutiments is takea 

* from her ; no martial mufic founds in unifon with 

* her ipelings ; the long day -pafl'es, and ihe .returns 

* not ! She does not flied her forrows over "his gravCf 

* for flic has .never learnt whether he ever had one. 
' If .he had returned, his exertions -would not have 
' been remembered individually, for he .only made 9, 

* firiall imperceptible part of a human machine, called 
*a regiment. We imuft take in the long licknefs 
' which no glory foothes, occafioned by diArefs of 

* mind, anxiety, and ruined fortune. The/e are not 

* fancy pi<5tures; and if you pleafe to heighten them, 
^ you can every one of you do it for yourfelves. We 
M take in the confequences, felt perhaps for ages, before 
** a country which has been completely deiblated, lifts 
** its head again ; like a torrent of lays, its worft mif- 
^* chief is not the firft, oVei^whelming in ruin towns 
** and palaces, but the long fterility to which it con- 
*.* demns tlie uack it hath covered with its ftream. 
^ Add the danger to regular govemjnents which are 
<* changed by war^ fometimes to anarchy, and fome- 
" times to defpotifoi. Add all thefe, and then let us 
*^ think when a General perfonning thefe exploits is 
^ faluted with fVeii done, pood and faithful fervanU wheth- 
** er the plaudit is likely to be echoed in another 
** place/' But however deplorable the calamities of 
war, fuch is the nature of tlie prefent fcene of things, 
that there are circumjlances which fully involve the 
neceffity ofappeaiing to the fivord* When our deareft, 
eifential, and moft important interefts are invaded* 
when our exiAence, as a nation, is pnt to the hazard* 
'when negociatidm failj when we are iubje€ted to contu- 
melious indignities, when we are deip oiled of our prop- 
erty, and ftfipped of -the hopes of redrefs — in emer- 
gencies thus preffing, every fentiment of filf-defence 
will throw the gauntlet for the battle. That it is jwcw 
/dfely upon thefe evil times we hare fallen, many nr* 

^eritf^ and vehemently pronounce j ^nd, pot yet freQ4 
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from the jealoufies and entanglements of Europeaif 
politics, while the henlifphere of the elder world is 
thus dreadfully tempcfted, nothing biit an overween- 
ing felf-partiality, could lead us to expetft efcaping at 
Icaft the outfkirts of the hurricane ; but if we have 
been unwan-antably and unnecefTarily injured, and if 
our abtlities are adequate to the contention, let every 
American play the man for his country. Let not our 
£ices thus gather palenefs ; but, when properly author- 
ifed by the authority which we have conferred, let us 
eombine, hand and heart, to work out our own polit- 
ical falvation ; and if our caufe is thus righteous, thef 
God of armies will again lead us forth, and dbubtlefff 
the palm of vtebry will b'e ours; 

But deliberation here makethi a paufe — Againfl' 
whom ilialL we cortimence hoftilities I So many arc 
the wrongs which we are faid to have fufFercd frpni 
the maritime belligerent powers, that an unprejudiced 
American will hefitate againft which to prefer the 
loudeft* complaints'; and the invelligations made in 
the genera)" council of our nation, fo nearly poizeth 
the fcale of depredation, that the clofeft obferver, un- 
mfiuenced by party, is at a lofs to decide upon the 
qtiefiion. Yet, it is faid^ our obligations to France, 
fomifhinga balance in her favour, ought in equity to 
deftroy the equipoife ; and indeed it is greatly to bcr 
wifhed the condud of that nation Had been fuch, as to i 
have fandlioned the moft unlimited ele<5lion of her in- 
terefls* If^ when emerging from the benighted clouds 
of defpotifm ; if, when exonerating herfelf from the 
intolerable oppreflion of unlimited authority, fhe had 
known where to ereft the barriers ; if fhe had not out- 
raged every feeling cS humanity, moft atrocioufly 
committing a<5ls, at which even the'bofom of ftoicifm- 
agonizes at every pore, over \tl\ich re<5titude muft 
pour the never failing tear, and at which fortitude * 
bath learned to weep ; if fhe had fupported the confti- 
tntion which fhe fwore to maintain, we fhould doubt- 
U£s have felt for her like veneration, as when the gal- 
lant and virtuous La Fayette, directing her councils^;., 

led 
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led forth her armies^ and; poiMing h^fteps to- vi^korf - 
and {amtr extorted the mmgling and unhesitating ap* 
plaufe of an adiniring world. But alas V France ei-, 
hibits, at this period, a fpedacle, from which lacerated % 
truth indignantly hafles, at which reafon.ilands aghaft,, 
while morality and holy religion hare received froza^ 
bafe and murderous hands a fatal dab. 

Perhaps the only advantage which the revolutiona- 
ry tribunal can boaft over the /ettre dp cachet^ or the 
juflly execratett BaftUey is, that not prolonging the fuf-*^ 
ferings of its victims, it hafteth to beftow upon them^.. 
through the inflrumentalky of the executioner, a fpee- 
dy emancipation from its tyranny. Whole hecatombs^, 
have been immolated ; every perfon who diiFereth ia-. 
opinion ixQzn the ruling f:4ftion is arretted, tried, andr, 
executed. Tht fideralift findeth no mercy ; and even 
an avo^med nuijh to qualify iheir, hmji^d imiiv^hilfty, by-r 
a fingle feature of the American government, is efti-. 
Biated as treafonable. With regard to our obligations , 
to France, it ought furely to be coniidered, whether 
gratitude can ever teach us to abet, even the moQi li^ 
eral and dijtnterefled benefaflor, in deeds of darknefs and: 
of death : And, when it is remembered, that the well- . 
timed aid, from which we derived advantages io inn. 
difputably beneficial, was procured through tAe4n(htir' 
mentality of him, <whom lue then hailed as our magnanl* 
mom ally — nvhtch ally hath, by the moft fanguinary 
men ^d mcafures, been, by violent hands, airefled- 
in the middle of his days! when thefe citcumftances. 
aie adverted to, they may poffibly be regarded as an 
extenuation of our crimey although barely for the fake of 
evincing our loyalty to the Gallic nanWf we fliould not 
conceive ourfelves obligated to leap the bounds of 
reditude. 

Yet, ftrange as it may feem, failion bath introduced' 
its cloven foot among us ; with aitonifhing effrontery 
it hath dared to lift its baleful head ; and,.drawing the 
fword of difcord, it is preparing to (heath it in the 
vitals of that infant conjiitution^ nvkofe budding, life ex- 
pands fo fair to vfeiVf and whofe docile texture, yidding 

»inple 
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ample hope to cultivation^ enfures the meDowing growth- 
to every dejtred improvement. Is not the idea of mur- 
dering in the very cradle fo promifing an ofTspring, a' 
conception which can have received a form only in tlic 
maddening pericranium of helt-born anarchy ? Is there. 
an individual who ^will not devoutly fay — ^May the 
Parent of the univerfe fhield our country from the 
progrefs of that Tartarean fiend which hath fo long 
defolated France ! Yea, we confidently pronounce that 
every patriotic bofom hath glowed^with indignation^ 
and every virtuous fenttment hath- recoiled from the 
frenzy of tliat parricide, which fo licentroufly fufpend- 
ed over the head of our mat chiefs Chief] tlie execrable 
guillotine V over the head of that venerable patriot 
whofe bofom is the feat of every virtue ;^ whofe difm- 
terefted efforts for the public weal, ftand unrivalled in- 
the records of immortsd fame ; whofe fuperior talents, 
and whofe revolving hours are invariably appropriated 
to the general good ; whofe unyielding magnanimity^ 
bath gleamed athwart the darkeft and moft diftref- 
fing moments, the luminous rays of manly hope ; who,, 
far from bending beneath tlie load of national depref- 
fion, hath confidered every event, with the firmnefs of' 
, inflexible virtue ; who, like another Atlas, hath dill ' 
Supported the mighty fabric of a various and compli- 
cated government ; whofe penetrating genius, and ex*- 
panding- refources, unravelleth the intricacies of dupli- 
city, and pr^enteth the extricating hand of wifdom ; 
who glows with the rapture of the hero upon every 
inftance of national elevattbn — ^in one word, who w^as 
the illuftrious leader, the boail, and the very foul of 
our armies, and who continues tlie brighteft gem in the 
enfolding robes of peace.. 

Will ye not veil to the father of your country, ye 
afTociated declaimers ? Is it your element to arraign,, 
to cavil, to cenfure, and to excrcife a kind of fanciful 
defpotifm ? Why will you thus pervert talents capable 
of rendering you, to this younger world, the richeft 
blefling ? Yet, if ye will ftill pertinacioufly proceed,, 
ttfi hand of freemen can never arreft your courfe ; ' 
- X2 fcr 
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for ftill ye are cherifhcd by the genial influence of that 
liberty, whofe equal ray, in imitation of its great pro- 
totype, invigorateth the poifonous as well as ^e falu*- 
tary germe. 

^ut, fuffer a fellow-citizen to xaake the inquiry-* 
\Vhat is your obje^Sl ? Whf arc jovt thus (ludious to^ 
create divifions ? Why are you ambitious of formmg 
an arijhcracy in the midil of your brethren. ?* Oughl^ 
not the nation at large to conftitute ene raft fociety 
of pepplcy bound by common ties» common wi(hes^ 
and common hopes ? Hath any part of the Union 
conftitutionaily delegated their powers to jovl I To 
whom will you appeal ? The late envoy of France, m- 
effe^y at leaft^ threatened an appeal to th6 people t 
But furely, neither the quondam ambafTftdor or hit* 
adherents have fufficiently attended to the origm, na- - 
ture, and comj^etion of our happy c<Hillitutionw 

If ever any' government might, ftri^y fpeaking,'bt- 
chara^erized, in a rationally republican {ax£^9 the gov^- 
9mment af the people^ the regulations made for the ad* 
miniilration of order, in thefe States* is indubitably 
that |;ovemment. ITiis is an axiom which I ifaould 
imagine could never be contro^rted* Perhaps, the 
manner of obtaining and eflablifhing oux government^ 
hath not) in every refpeft, a parallel. Delegates ap- 
pointed "by they9*i*f9 unfolkUtd^ unc9rra/>ted% and unam* 
fjious wici ffthe peopie^ Were, hy the peopk^ inveibed vnxh^ 
authority to weigh, ponder, and rcfie^ ; they affem- 
bled, they deliberated, examined, compared^ and finally 
arranged^ To the.confideration i}£ ^^ fiverefgn peoph^, 
therefultof thecoUe(5led wifdcHii of our Continent was 
prefented ; every article, every fefxtiment was examin- 
ed, in every poffible view ; it was analysed aad fcnitir- 
nized, in the completed, moft uncontroiled, and rigor- 
ous manner. Orators embodied the whole, force oCth^r 
eloquence ; writers exercifed their moft energetic tal- 
ents* and in the ^id examination tlie beft produ^^ns 
of the prefs were engaged : Every member of the 
community had an undou!)ted right to iavefitgate ; 
public bodies lent their luminous ;^di and, in the mo« 

mentous 
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menttms refearch and expeded decifion, friends andr: 
enemies alike combined. Behold the cataih-ophe*^ 
how loudly doth it pponounce the eulogy of our con- 
ftitution— how doth k. dignify and eternize the Amer- 
ican fyfiem l One State and another,, time after timop. 
gradually and de/iherately^* zdopt and ratify a plan,, 
which fo evidently embraceth the interefts of the people 
at large. In fome of our govemmentSy the fandioxi*: 
yidded is unanimous, and, in every part of the Union,., 
the large and nipediable ifiajority of the peopk^ is un*-^ 
ezampled in the annals of legiflation. 

iSui£ly> I iay, a government thus originating, thns< 
lanAioned, and thus eftablifhed, may be unequivocally . 
pronounced, in every proper fenfet the government of the; ' 
feefk* To* whom then, from fud) a. government, can^ . 
we appeal ? The anfwer is obvious ; but, may our 
' pcJiticai Hercuks cruib the Hydra fadion, however;, 
muld&riotis may be its powers ef mifcliief, or however, 
widely di£Fufed its poifonous influence. 

In this era of general conftematibn and perturbedv 
fufpenfe, it is undoubtedly our wifdomto abidie the re* 
fuk oCthofeknreftigations and debates, which properly 
conftitutc the department of gentlemen, whom we have 
coxmniffipned to take upon them the adminifbration o£ 
public a&irs. !£. the Gleaner might be permitted to^ 
breathe a wifk, it would be for the general obfer^^ance - 
and eftabliihment oft order, and that every citizen 
would lean\, bahitueUyy to venerate offices and charac^i- 
ters devmed to, and engaged in, the adminiCtration of- 
jaftice,' and to which every good and. tuorthy Ptetnter of- 
the cofmnunity is alike eiigibie* 

The Gleaner, from a feries of accwrate and unim*- 
paflicned obiervauons, is induced eameftly to hope, , 
that the general government will dill. continue to pre- 
clude all iUegal interference ^ z^lforeigUy unemfiitu^senai^ 
and unhecamfug iisfiaence, Axui he confefTes, that he 
experienced the enthufiafm of approbation, when he 
ebdlenred in the public prints, that dtgniHed movement 
of Congrefs, which dins^ed the galleries to be vacat-^ 
rd, npon aaa indecest attempt Dsuuic, to approbate m<a 

and 
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and meafures, by tefiimontes^ proper only to mark the- 
merit of the votaries of the. fock and bulkin. Yea, 
▼crily, this new worid is the heritage of liberty ; but- 
it is of that liberty which decidedly avoweth hefjjy^ 
U77tj her regulations^ her /j/*iwr, htr fubordinathn ; to all 
of whidi ffte exa<fteth the moft fcrapulous obedience. 
I am not ignorant, that licentioufnefs too often aflbmes 
the facred name of liberty : Licentioufnefs, engendered i 
by darknefs, nurfed by ignorance, and led forth by 
impudence ; murder and devaflation are her minif- 
ters ; hell-bom ambition is her inceative ; and the- 
moft confirmed aoid rigorous defpotiim relnaineth her 
invariable objed^. 

• Liberty !' heaven defcendedgoddefs^^ rational and." 
refined— *No, (he hath not a fingle feature of the auda-- 
cious impoftor, who, with fuch aftonifhing effrontery,, 
artfully arrogateth:her charadber and offices, and who,, 
hy a feries of execrable machinations^ after clothine* 
herfelf in the fky^-wrought robes of the bright celeftisu^ 
demandeth her honours, procureth agamft her the 
moil fhockihg and libellous declamations, and wound-^ 
eth her in the upri^t exercife of thofe pure and whole- 
ibme inftitutions, which are replete with the moR fal- 
Qtary and benign influence, upon the morals and hap-- 
pinefs of our fpecicsi Nay, the blighting and conta^^ 
gious breath of licentioufnefs, flignratizeth^^<!r^/ and« 
corre^ied liberty, as the moft degenerate and fcrvile- 
traitor ! and^ denounced by anarchy, the terms,* 
ufurper, defpot, and. tyrant, with every, other frightful: 
appellation which the. black catalogue can piroduce, is 
liberally and indifcriminately beftowed upon her. Be-p 
tween- liberty and- Hcenttoufnefs we cannot. trace the 
linalieftv analogy ;: they have been ftrikingly^and "beau-* 
tifuUy contrafled.. Liberty has beenxompared to. an: 
informed^ elevatedj. and -well regulated ^ mind ; hctr. 
movements are authorized by reafon ;- knowledge is. 
her harbinger ; wifdom adminiftereth runto her ; and 
all her interpofitions are mildly beneficent : Tranquil- 
lity refultsfrom her arrangements ; and a.ferene.and» 
«qual kind of contentment is her eldeft boriu Licen-> 
. . tioufneis 
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tloufads is fatd to rdembk the unbridled and txonultr 
nous carter of htiiit vrbt^ iBtoxicated by the inebriat-v 
ing dranght, and havisg renounced his imderilanding, 
would invert the order of ns^iH-e ; eager ^o pour the 
inundation whkh fhall leyel every Virtue,^and annihtv 
ktte every didijii^iaay he exdlieth. in his faincied prow- 
efsy riots amid, the con&fion which he creates, and^ 
onduly exalting hinoiielf} he poftetlsk full fpieed t^; 
deftn^ion. 

But my fuhjedl i^expedediy growing upon me, tbe- 
&ar of exceeds^ my- limits induces me to ppiipone its i 
ternunatioQ, to a future Gleaner* 



.•*»- 
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Nec^tiy licr various .^ad^s defigns, 
And^tk-XuboccUa^tion ytM^f combiae9''- 

I SAID that genmne liberty recognized her fyfteim^ , 
her laws, and her regular chain of fubordination (- 
to all of whjcb fhe exa^ed the moft fcruptiloua obedi<^ 
ence; and) if this,, were not true, Iconfcfs that I, for^- 
(Hie, (hould be inclined to deprecate her domination;.. 
iSurely, that Rate muft be fru^ful of calamities, whichN 
adtnitteth not an acknowledged fuperior ; where eve- 
ly perfon hath, m every refpe^f an abfolute and uncon-,. 
trollable right to confult his own feelings, fubniitting 
himfelf tpnc oth^r. empire. than Jhat of hjs wayward; 
paflions.-. 

It is not J i^ every fenfe, true, that Nature is equal 1 
in her produ^ions. The fame plaftic hand that form- - 
ed a Newton, lends exiftence to an oyfter^. Nature lev- . 
els and diyerfiiies her wide extended .lawns, winds her 
ferpentin^ walks, and fpreadi her. ample fields; but 
Ihe alfo erefl:s ber mounds, fafhions her kn<^s, elevates 
her acclivities, and piles together her Aupendpus moun* 
tains. The ocean roUs one vaft world of Ivaiers ; but 
the little flream murmurs gently and pleafin^ly along, . 
3^he buge leyiatbim and .the polypus, are alike inhabit- 

itant^i 
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kantft of the Tea. The elephant and the tato\i» thb 
oftrich and the bummmg bird,* reipirein otiT'in^orld, 
while naturalifts are at a lofs even to name the numer- 
ous grades, viiiteh iftake up and complete the fhades 
between thefe extremes; A various growth of floi»^ 
ers pleafe the eye ; veg^^les > foftain and iiouriih; 
"fruits regale the palate ;. and poHbnous -pldiits> obtain*- 
ing a luxuriant growth, rear -their balefed heads* Td 
trace the varieties of nature, is indeed a froi&i avo*. 
cation ; the region of fancy is ftocked with reflec- 
tions^ while, to th» curiouif oWerver* engaged in the pur- 
fuit, hardly an hour revolves^ whi^k produces not sol 
aeceffion of ideas; . 

Light and fhad^ are produ^ive of the fineft' effect ; » 
tlie eye is offended by a continuity of the fame objefts ; . 
hills and vallies, iucceeding . each other, fumifli t]be 
moft enchanting views ; the interjacent j)lain ispleaf- 
ingly terminated- by the leqiieftered^ove ; the glade 
beautifully diver ABes the forefl ; and yonder tallma*> 
jeftic eminence is gracefully fkirted by the enamelled 
meadowwhich is outfpread beneath- Thefeafonsfucceed 
each other, and the revolutions of day and' niglit, pof^ 
leffing their peculiar charms, are falutarj and grateful; 
Nor is this multiformity obfervable only in the lefs no- 
bler parts of the creation i The human being has va- 
rieties, which may ahnoft be pronoimced endlefs. The 
degrees of intelle^t^ if we may judge by effedfe, are vc- 
tj unequally proportioned^ Now a luminous genius 
darts through the complicated arrangements of nature ; 
its pervading ken is fubtil and energetic ; its • powersi 
are adequate to refearches the moft profound ; it in- 
veftigat€s> and obfcurity is no more; the arcana of 
ages, yieldkig to its animated and elucidating progrefs, 
i«eiinquiilieth the impenetrable veil ; its verfatility, and 
die depth of its* obfervati^ns are aftonifliing ; and, 
amid the blaee of refiilgenti day, it lifts its afpiring 
head. But the natal place of this luminary, the fame- 
village, perhaps the fame family, ufliet^d' into being* 
the unfortunate idiot, whofe faculties are fcarcely adc-- 
<|uate.tothe abfolutextidls ofexiftence. Some digni* 

ficd 
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fied minds, born to all the energy of being, devote- 
their time and talents to inform, toreiftify, to improve, 
and in every fenfe to benefit mankind ; others again, 
are fo abfirbed in felf^ xhztvr^t it not for the catalogue 
of their indi^vidual \pants and wifhes, we.fhould not^ 
know that they continued to vegetate. - If perfons of 
this dcfcription have any principles but that of felf love, 
they are fo completely under the direction of, and af- 
fimulated by this their r«//«^ paffion^ that it is difficult 
to trace, in their anions, the fmallefl veftige of a for- 
eign influence. Is it juft to refufe to merit its un- 
queftionable dues? Is it equitable to deny to virtue 
die palm .of honour ? Or, ought we to hcfitate in do- 
.ing revewnce to a fuperiority indubitable and decided ? » 

'Where is unvaried equality ta he found? Not in heav- 
en, y^r there are principalities and panMej's : Not, certain- 1 
ly, in any of the diftributions w^icliwe have traced on. 
.earth; for it js unqueftionable, that variety conftitutes 
one of the principal beauties in the arrangements of • 
-nature. Nor is it the growth of the Tartarean regions;. 
for there the arch fiend exercifeth thofe powers, which 
rproclaim his regality; and, even Licentioufnefs hath 
:her chofen favourite whom fhe conftituteth chief of 
the favage band of murderers. I do not fay, that my 
reading and obfervation are fufficiently extenfive to de- 
cide ; but were I to hazard aconjedlure, I would fug- 
gcft, that, from the days of that, firft murderer whd 
flew his brother, the . levelling fcheme hath, ftridly 
fpeaking, continued a chimera, -floating only in tlie 
brain of the fpeculatifl, or figuring fplendidly in the 
tlieorics, which his fertile imagination hath commiffion- 
ed io iflue from the.prefs. 

Peirh^s the late Doftor Johnfotiy wlio may be ftyled 
•the mpnarch of literature, however, rich in refources, 
could not have hit on an argument more effedually 
.calculated to flaft conviction upon the feelings of a 
sextain female hifiorian (of no inconfiderable merit, not- . 
withftanding) than when waiting .upon her, in her 
4eceii^ apartments, in the city of London, and afTuming • 
^ hiimhle and ferious Matures of coavidion, he adu 

drefled 
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chrfled her to the Wlowbig cffe^ ; — ^Madaxn* influeac^ 
cd -by jauT good fcsnfe, and the irrefraigablc ilrength oi 
your aif;iiinent£, you at this mofoexit behold before 
you, the pro&lyte of yonr opiatons. I am at length 
confident, that the children tjif men 4re all tlpon an 
equal footing ; and. Madam, to give you proof pofi- 
wtivcthat I am indeed a- convert,- het^e is. a. very fen&Je, 
civil, worthy, 'well-bchaved citizen, your footman.; I 
»mafcc it my rcqueft that he may be permitted to fit 

• down and dine «whh us. I>o<Etor Johnibn, upon tlust 
^or feme fimilar occafion, made a retnark, which, agree- 
ably to the general tenor of his obfervations, catricth 
its evidence along with it, and which the experience of 
-every day may icrve to corroborate. " Your ieveiiers^ 
faid the Do<5lor, ** wifh to ievel idotan as far as them*- 

. fclves, but tliey cannot bear levelling up to thcsnfclves ; 
they would all have fome people under thdm 4 why not 
then have foinc people above them ? I would no m«Fe 

^deprive certain characters of their refpe6l,than of ^eif 
money. I coniider myfelf as adling a p^lrt in tlie great 
fyilem of fociety, and I do to others as I wt)uld have 

• them do to -me. There would be apferpetual fh*ugglc 
for precedence, were there no rules -to difcriminate 
rank." 

There is no calculating the diforders which may rc^ 
fult from relaxing the feries of fubdrdination ; if con* 
vidHon is fufpended, we need but make the triaL lam 
furrounderd by a family of men and maid fervants. I 
am placed ppon extenrnx grctinds, which call for the 
regular aid of cultivation, lor all tlie various routme of 
agricultural atttntion. The vernal feafoti is hafting 
forw^ard — the morning is delightful. On a flay fo pro- 
pitious nrmch bufmel's may be aocoiripliihed : With the 
early dawn I quit my pillow, I ftipplicate Mary to df- 
re(fl her woman to prepare "me ah immediate Jfereakfaft; 
Ike, carelefsly, pronounces mc quite as citable to tliaC 
tafk myfeif. I apply to Abigail, ^ho refers me « 
another, and another.; and, as ^'^'f/ji/i/y admittetlx aO 
diflin^flicns, the probal)i]tty i&, that I am* finally brooglit 
hack aguisi XJk lAaaj \a(d.(X. i?>ailibily:i after many c»* 

treaties, 
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another a.£iliccr;* si mbkis dragged from. that apart- 

' nttnty. aiHt:» tea-^kcttie from tiis ; ignorant of each oth- 

ec^s plans^ and' having no one to dired^* the. ||ro€€fs is 

impedfid.aadr conftifed, . and when at longt^^ the moirieyj' 

a&mbbtge m coftlpfeed> and the refe^ion ptefented, 

* tbeii^lede tea^ ooi&ey, ^hoc^kte^ ^nd bread and bufi« 

tv». ail evince: the e^?ofite hands* dufjoyediin their 

'xxuam&^nei Bi3$-th^:is th^Jair Me of the bufineffr ; -, 

'tbey^mtghfr hftte«ngsgpd.4n auuinultuoujs /w^w, a«d,, 

cornignmgjr the ithdb a|?pa!r^us to. deftm^oa, thej. 

ii}}giitha7e.'left' meno oiher confolation,. than, that of. 

ADthJogiTty-YexaAionj h^. fmgingj in Homeric numbers, , 

-^I^difmai'ctaib bit thai, evei^tful morning* 

WfeU^ butrte prcKeei. Btt^kfaft over, Ifally f<Mtb. 
'Hiadvifrj^tyatii^ cattla be ypked, and.thatfuch a par- 
'xel ot mamure be con^cytd to yonder fterile fpou JoWr 
;afHanrxnfiftfl'tK«t the linrfe-cart is fufficient to. dragrit. 
Thojnaais of'his opinioiii Wilhafiri fid^s with me, . 
an^ wee prepare: for a trial elf ftreiigth .; equally divid- 
ed^.Qur appofition:bar^ our |iurpofei frcwn words we 
pjtxeed to blows ; the females are alaarfnedr; th^y?takc 
their ildfid; theiplot thickens ; appe^raivcesr grow for-- 
nridable ; a dttiighty. battle enfues 5 . bloody nofes.. ar« 
the Gonfci^ence J. and the day is facrificed'to drifcordr 
Every morniog' is. thus iifliered in; every portion of' 
' time.- 13. marked -l>y bppofition. Now the land .fhall be 
hedged with bufliesr anon the ready rock fliall prefent 
the barrio, attd again the wooden enclofure is all the 
rage. To*day "we will ploilghj to-4norrow. we will fow. 
Nay, you axe too eariy, you are too lajtet; this, is fuf- 
£cieut, diat is not* enough 1 we wtllgQ. hither and 
tHtherj every wherc^ aiid no where. 

Thttsrolion tfe days, weeks and months. Au- 
tumn is- at: die door,, the lapds are uncultivated, and 
^amme^ with its meagre: fbndei is rapidly advaiscingto 
our borders. Meanwhile, even in this tumultuous 
era, my^houfe, my cftate ccmfcfleth a potentate. An- 
arc^yireigneth fiipreme^ .and; dtfolation admimftereth 
her comntandsi. 'X'o prevent^ c^ to guard againft coa- 

Y fequcnces, 
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fequencesy which every fober fentimeixt muft deprecate, 
becomes impoflible j no member o£ the family hath 
authority to interpofe the di<5latorial document, and .' 
the commands of the 'fiend are perforce obeyed. Who 
(hall prevent the fpreadlng evil ? If licentioufnels k 
fuccefsful in her impofture -; if, affaming the ifiafk of 
liberty, flie completeth hfer deception j if we proih*ate 
before this baleful deftroyer, ^herc, I demand, is my 
fafety ? liVliat fecurity can 1 have,^that my jieighbour, 
whofe finewy arm can bear away the prize pf ftrength, 
will not fnatch from me that^patrimony, which, de- 
foending from a virtuous line of anceftors, I have pre^ 
ferved, at the ezpenfe df laborious days, and inany a 
ielf-denying conflidt ? Surely, language, in attempting 
.an enumeration of the calamities of licentloufnefs, is 
.baffled in the defcription 1 and even 4;oncej3ftion xauSi 
fall fliort of the mifchiefs which ihe produceth. 

But if the ti^eory of equality is not pradicahle in the 
^contradled circle of domeffic life, much lefs wiH that 
experiment fucceed which would realize it, in regard 
to the heterogeneous colleftion -of Ijeings who confti- 
tute a nation. Doth not Liberty aflbciate her laws^ 
3ier regulations, and her diilindions ? Is not good gov- 
ernment the baiis on which ihe ere<5teth the fuperftruc- 
tiire of all thofe operations fo beneficial to mankind ? 
Yes, Liberty, facred and genuine Liberty, draweth 
with precifion the line, nor will ihe permit a litigation 
of the inherent Rights of Man. She alloweth no im- 
aginary claims ; ihe is fearful of difhirbing the regular 
fucceflion of order ; ihe is fond of ^e neceiTary ar- 
rangement of civil fubordination ^ and ihe dreadeth 
that tumultuous and up-rootlng hurricane, which, in- 
luinghng the various clafTes of mrankind, deilroyeth 
the beautiful gradation and feries of harmony, again 
reiloring all that wild uproar, refulting from die rude 
and mifliapen domination of chaos. Yes, we repeat" 
it, that people, that nation, that tribe or family, which 
is deftitute of iegiilation, regulation, and officers of 
government, muft unqueftionably be in a deplorable 
fituati^n. The ftrong will invariably opprefs the 

weak ; 
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weak f tor the iufty arm of athletic guilt, imbecile iff- 
socence will fall ar-^prey, and there is no power t<V' 
redrefs! Hence the time regiftered axiom, It is neceA 
Jkry to reUnquiJh a parti for the prefirvation of the nvhole^ 
' Liberty delegates her powers, and to this eflfolgent 
godJeis, lfer*anotitted miniflers, with that integrity and' 
patriotic firmnefs whkh becometh the fervants of a. 
patronefs, who ftill regards the children of men with 
an eye of bcnigiiity, fail not* to render up their ac- 
counts- 
Let us fuppoie a people in a (late of nature, and let 
us fupp<^ them made up of all thofe varieties of conr 
Aitution, intelle^, paflions, and corporeal ftrengtb, , 
which are commonly found in a community. £xpe« 
rience h^th conwrced them^ that anarchy is pregnant 
with every evil ; and they finally combine to form the 
league of government. What is the mode for the ad. 
ninifbration of juRice, which we would recommend to 
fuch a people ? Poffeffed by a wifh to render p^rma- 
xient) and give the requifite dignity^ energy, execution^ 
and obedience to the focial order which we fkould aim . 
a£ eftabliihingy we fhould be felicitous to adopt in our 
form of poHtyi that gradatory junAion which would, 
cement and bind together, in an amicable and mutual 
exchange of good offices, the various clafles of citizens. 
Fancy, for a moment, iavefts me with the venerable: 
and honorary charadler of- a legiflator^j andy for the 
purpofe of forming, for a fet of well diipofed men, a# 
code of regulations, I imagine myfelf feated, with the 
pen of inquiry in my fingers, and my defien being to 
compile a government of /^^iv/^rather th^oioi individua/si . 
I- am naturally felicitous to promulgate. inlHtutionsi ^ 
which fhall be at once falutary, efficacious and j^eafingv . 
•With a view of tracing and combining an eligible plan, 
I might turn over huge falios^of. information, and§ 
purfuing a fcience of fuch vaft iiQportance to mankind, 
which 4n its operations is capable of the htgheft public 
utility, or which may become the root of every evil, 
imveftigation can- hardly be too fcrupuloufly exad. 
But what would be the refult of an application to va* 

rious 



^clv^ in a labyrinth of qppe£te tfiAii^OiHefi ; ^^kadf . 
tonfuied by -a miiltiglicity ciVcoatttididcn^ andip^i^ 
haps^i^acibn^^op^onS) x£fle<5itoa <vi^uld be 4ibA>rbed> 
«iul deciiUm at n ftand*. 

!Il)ie ancUn^s.hawe remarked* tba(»jeukiv«ted Ely the 
liaiKl of iibeity in the^dwelUng^ jof 4(^i^!ii, Ihe arts 
«ndi«ienc^ flourifhed with ifMFi|;eisat:6d*Ghar»s s that. 
Aeither the Ferilans or Sgjfptian^ uluierfl^od . their 
beauties ; that from the Greeks, although too ^en. 
^S^f^d ui h<)i^Uties» and .ftruggling >m the toik of 
^ovet^y, they obtained; mat watioa j- ., that they deeiined 
with that freedom, once the giory of the X^recian <re- . 
fittblks, and that, with their augu(l;pati!onefs, witigmg - 
their >eiherial way to celebrious Rozs^ they there con- 
tinued their fplendid career, until the immolaticm cf 
IibeFt]r,;in that imperial, city, Qrmffledjn^ d»rWaad i^of- . 
itentons clouds thofe intelle<5lual lutniaarks*! and 
Jbence, from thefe mc^ntrptcrtibie hsQs, it ,4$ con& 
deiuly atfortedj-tbat the arts and: ftiiences csan nexrcr 
Adv^xUh but in ,tbe foil of frde^om* Y«tj,in ;Cipp»fDti«a.. 
io a comdu^n which m^rf iiate -been ify;> huAil^ 
fyvimd, we are >teld> that tM^etm iRwxw^ FfeneMt 
jha^ en wreathed with tpei^fe^ion, ibi4lptare,4paiiitii^. 
jRCtficai^ poetry.; and.th^t Fio)*eaae, after themfUxp- 
ittttQ^s^ (be family of (Medici, made the moft mpid? 
^rofioiency in thofe arts. ^k)Ao, Taf!b,<MlikQi. 
iUpbael,afikdMLcbael.An^lio ; the£e illuilrious;pttiat<< 
.ei:s,ipocits?and mathematicians, it is obferved, were.not- 
Jftom in republics. Reubens, it is^fatd, coUeded and 
^ftab^bed his fchool at Antwerp, and not at Asnfter* 
danf ; and in Germany, the true |>oli{h of manaers 8. 
jpatber to be found at JDrefden than at Hambui^« 

France hatjl undoubtedly fumxihed.a ftrtking exa»-. 
pie of the profperity of literature in an abfolute go>)^ 
emment. Philofophy, poetry, dramatic ^minencei 
curatory, hiiloFy,.pa]nung,*architeSiire, fculptare, >mih 
iio^^thefe haxe receijred the moft'exteniive ^tdtiyatioSi 
and'the;highdft honours in the/iif:gi&/» of Franse : And 
W!e are ^aaoreover aiTared, that -^t jei^cvof^ 63h]t&i 

had 
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bad nRaaMtiBlf mdHoiated that mod gratefisl and^ 
beneficial of all arts, PArt de Vivre^ the neceflary and 
fecial. arty which involTes. a. mutual interchange of: 
fentiments* . 

Thus coniritdi^hr^ arc thofe ftreams of information^ , 
whicll-^yet may have originated in the fountain of wifJ^ 
dotxu . The fuperilm^ures of governments have gen'* 
erally been raifed upon apprchenfion and compulfion f^ 
ia fuck circumftancesy error hath been almoll unavoid-« . 
able» a»d it\ can never be matter of wonder, that hu-- 
man fyfteroa are.fufceptible of improvement. 

In the novelties of Xycurgus, thie/features of artifice 
and. fraud are but too prevalent. Solon». although the 
votary of wifdotn, and undoubtedly the mild and be* 
xkeficcnt friend of mankind, yet even Solon entertained . 
defpotic ideas of the powers vefted in him, and we can* 
not forboan obferving, that he confidered himfelf as < 
pofiefiing 2ca,ifptuinal authority, to implant the geriho 
of defpotifm> or to emit the rays of bland and corredt* 
td freedom*. Numa, bj virtue of .the goddefs Egeria, ^ 
might have originated the grbfiefi impofitions ; and : 
k is an indubitable truths that the rights of man ar^ 
. iixeconcileable with a relinquifbment of that privilege : 
of inquiry». which may ei-edk a^barrier to the inunda- 
tspn of evil. Turning, for a moment, hota all thofe 
re&rvoirs of fagiowiledge, which, neverthelefsr I muft 
ever unceafingly venerate, I wave the occupation of a . 
Gleaner^.aiui :fimply lighting the torck of reafon at 
ik^ flame of experience, I wUi, for the organisation of; 
my iketch. of immunities, confolt thofe fentiments and 
cendufioDs, >rhicli>arje the. natural growth, of a plaLa^ 
mind. . 

Common fenfe pronounces,- thkt a peopld d^ftitute r 
of k leader, and deftitute of legiflation, loudly demand : 
Xh& proteiHng band of a guardian potver-; and, liberty, 
adds, xhat a chief ihould be.obtained by the joint/uK* 
ftages of the people . at«large<. To, this €xul,.they muft t 
bfc convened .-in theirt feveral ^ diftridlst- where, uninflu* 
.eoced by party or by pafiion, let them commifiion hin^ . 
whom they efteem moft worthy, to aflume that auguft , 

Y 2. tilie-*- 
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tide — T/» Fafher^fihii Qtm^ity; JBld,' after «8B%'cmt>. 
ing the mj^fl: fkdcmii aigag«tieiiu» after wufatuw ig- 
him by thetr jtn'nt sffc^ons nkl imedi^ittiStiltt ditMii 
invefl him with authority to lead them agsW^ itlseit 
cesaibiaed 'eft^tiues, to £ght their bafclest -loid, ^ lihe 
tirtftiona of his i^gulastiims, to pitpcove ^lism^Mtefjs 
and to i^ttarantee their juft tmmtiKtties^ Lffft this 4li^. 
f:ho£en patriot he aided byta:geiierd eooacily esiiMaig 
of delegates accoxdiiig to the lutmbtr <€ tbc 1M[<'('^ 
Let thefe delegates be appointed bf a -cLecilion^ itmisK 
enced orHtf by the intrinfic worth ctf ^e ^oawftdttt^fc. 
Let dnem form'^tvo dffbnd: deHberdt]79« :|>odlefi> or 
houies, properiy i|Ualified axid^saitliarieed m ^atnr .aa 
CjHEDics iq>oa eadiotfaer; «ad)l0ttheie^lla«eJbmidies 
be iRTefted ivrith powera,:&Uy ad»}iiate ilo oSl th«:fQf>>~ 
pofes of legHbtion. To the ^kpartmms tkm aj^pote* 
td tbthde fu^ojluer oftrtl^lotthstiC]^ 
be azmend ; but I ^oiild'oitimni thati^^iaimdvidr 
2idio fiHedthem, ihoukt^aftsra Aottd nme» Ia vdi^csir^ 
a^le at the pkaiiore of tbe peopie. Evca 4be f'ilA- 
Bfegtftrate fhoutd hold his piacft b«C ^ (COl^ftii^eti^ ^^ 
frequent re-elcdtons; and :i^ high fi!tiilie$«Mtiiailftiii> 
meanorS) he (kould be coti^iderdd as &fii€!«ablB m :(iii 
htvm. Upon iegiflotive oas he ibotfld pofl*^.ta^ % 
condition^ itegdxrre % asid ^li^- Us felUM^<^«isnk 
mre aided by his counfels, thoy IbotM ^ fbeuMtl'^iNMA 
his encroachments.. He ftduld ^8l;9«^ys be ^spsiklfrcd 
as the'Chid' Warrior Jf£ the ^ople i 4^t In ^ ^iMmi»- 
tion of treaties^ die fhould caQl in, ^t leaft, ^one 4»vaa^ 
Df tibe Jbgt&tare, and ache fame oeiitmtipenee Itea^ bi 
necefTary ito the appoiumiiint to oiioes^. ^&m (smv^ 
merce or currency of the nation fhould not be Wl^ 
)e<fted to the prefbriptebut ©f itsEjcecutive, TIOT llrotilJ 
bs arrogate, in Boattets of cc^rtfcience, €ve^.€^ ^4d^ 
of jiirifdidion. As a ^sihhfnl and vh^lant •fViead of 
the people, he ihonldbe tmwesiried in ht^ infotsoilio^ 
recommendations, and all fQK^h'conJ^ttK«C)nai ift^sc^lt^c^ 
as he fhould concave wovid ooftii^e ^<^ Jtike f»iatb^<r 
if&sl\ and, during h\& athnlhlftt^^n, 1^ ^hcAild 'b» 
careful to exad a faithjful i0l>ei^ncQ^«O'4ii«4^4v«. -H* 

in 
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five the fcale to preponderau tm the ^de of mctiijy ib 
fronfiiffirtti the ^ji^feiVe with^ leinti7X}f <el6niieAc7» , 
mkile 'I '^bboirefl htm the exorcife fif oraleaiiirts imdttly. 

.¥ct mkh idle tdSgrnfied <a]iil hdoiomj tBftinaiotis'of. 

ffimmtaenti I vc£dd4)e*cAidkltd'htWft liKMaai oif 

!^i|>60ir)e* An!bftAdiHS,i«nd dther ptiMicimmiikfi». 

' ih«mld tmmgie m his 'trMki liBd e^rf ittkmiad raf^nili 

<ttf 'fc^pftft iUMHdd oiniiin^t hito:dl^^^>avf7»^ ^is $fi9t 
4kovM^oa6nre tin bigheft 7feii|)eiSk.; ^d I "VrooMyisld. 
••hetlasiiot to t^ indrMmil ab kbg as h« "^as 'dtaditlod! 
to jlMi/Kr<ff(?^|/£^arHlid n4pei(l» 

The judkifid^paiier Jbcntkl Ite.ibpvjk-sdto from <the ^oif 
ecutiise^^ and I would inveft ir with as large a fhare o£ 
rawAyrwafewg^-ag^cwId confift^wi^ /, 

while the degree o£ guilt inArohrtd in crimes of almoil. 
'iprery -di^<a>q^»€rfi, ftould be de t ermine d by The eiitp^- 
nelled peers of the culprit. ''But all this is only; col- 
Icaing'thc .iwftx«tt«i»fej> ^th?te %he e<«*e ^ inMtutions, 
are ytt tmikflrioned.*' Tme, fent ^'s legiflitive a(5ls . 
fhould be theseTult ef the mc^ uaxiiure deliberation,, 
we will fearpb in the :gi«ftt vi^ome -of natttre, \«re will? 
mrn-dfvicthelaKires )of «i^icri%«lcQ) ^ad <dHM feledting; 
the gim^y feftd from tiftic to tittle iceuttittlathig our: 
fyftemy we wall finally jprefent the lUhiinous cbaipendi^- 
vm to the confiderationy aaid, as we hope, to the ac«^ 
ceptation of unprejudiced reafon. Meanwhile, fkim- 
9fiilig ^ iut^face of tey fubjeifl', I present ^only Ae 
^WdinftentiB 'erf ^ iyfteto, ^liich fancy iath tJeafingly 
4coii€«inpk^te^. 

D^tk' tile readcfr wcdaim*-^** ^sVa^f tkefi hints ufc- 
*nolihrn^ 'more fhah t'he l^ametits offhecotiftitativn of th 
Vnited SttUef P' Wellrhoncft friend, they arfe the 
AimAHtfints <f mniwre^^ {hiMfntnts . of lijkrtyr^thty. 
make a part of that contra<a to whlclifiie confeiltsi;: 
«iid, Withotrt entewng into the co^le* aW(J admirable. 
kaacrteietttre ^iHofe tmitcd and itptirate ^ovemtttettts^ 

which 
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«whidi ccn^Utate our federalifm, we pronoance^^thae 
thefe are die leading features of that fubordinatioxH , 
without whichy genuine Libertt would ao. longer 
•irradiate our hemifphere»« 

May the parties which are origtdated^ ftlmulate the; 
exertions . o£> her • real votaries ; • may no defcription^: 
aaaongus ever aflume the gorgon head of.&i^ion^ 
andy may tbs mutual jeatloufies, diflenticms and ambi'- . 
tion, which pervade, ferre as antidotes to each othen. . 
Parties, in a date of civil. and pi^itical liberty^ have 
been compared to the paffions of on individual ; and, . 
as the pafllons are faid to be. the elements .of life, fo . 
the animated and refufcitatii^ fpirtt.of party is .o2v . 
ferved to be efTentis^l to. the exigence of genuine firee- . 
dom« Be it fo ; and may the public. weu* the pub^ 
ttanquillity» be« by every m^os, promoted... 
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Rjich arc the .fp]en4ar» of >thdjb. goI4<a dd^, . 

Which breaks triuxophant od a night of ftoims^.-; 
The fleecy cloudy purfue .thejr azure way. 

And every heart with gratefiil tranfport warms : 
Sa>oft when wrapt about in fh^des of woe, 

Vttkt^ the losn bofom fwellstthe. ieii^'iung%fa^. 
In ,eopiau« dreams, when tears of anguiih ^ow». , 

And mem*ry can no. beamy ray fupply,. 
Some bleft event biirfts radiaiit on the fight, 
Ajk^ every fenfe proclaims the new-born light, v 

(TITH f<^(itiou» o£ iuefiaUe.^rompIacieucy an^? 

r high; glee ; ,wit:h ftrfings, the felicity of wkkk^ 
itf would be difficult if, not injpoffible to delineate,.,! 
fet me downj^ugpn-thb 27th, day of May, ^i 794, to re- 
-count unto the good-nattir^d reader an event,, which, jf / 
Ifhiwe not been . extremely erroneous in my caicida-. 
ti0n?, will render him, in UP mPX)nfidfir able, degree,^, 
partaker of my joy. . 

I ^ay> gopd-natured reader ; for, without iiicurmg; 
tbe. charge of .credulity, I conceive I may fairly pro-' 

fume^ 
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j&llllftitet, gcrfens c)f tfak-4kferl|Rion'liave/fit^ time 
r-^odtimdy teeti ^coaf^Hisd to take an mUFeft inthefate. 
•<itiMl^^pFetta M«lwi(»th Hamileoa. Ifa^fgo^-mtur* 
'ied'fteaikr^>htC7x£€tJk Gleans haih.JMVU^ yet had the 
^^arro^gan^.-tp ccmcdve his -powers Aiffijciently energet*. 
k to.^iT^ft th< an^atiO&.<)f the phldgmattCs the fatuf— 
oinej or "^ feftidious* Individuals ,po&iIii^ miads 
jeaft in thdie.mciulds, he h«th con/ideted as inacceifible, 
and he hatb ifiaa|;ined them turning &om the'pagesef 
(jie Gleaner, with all the frigidity of a^athy^ with ail. 
tlie g^xtis attendant upon rigorous fe verity » difgud, . 
■COT. contempts, l^or. dpth he ^ntet^ this remark as a. 
.complaint,! he hath^been l)umhl^ enough to <;ontent him-- 
-i^]/ with ^e eftoeni:. of the candid vnidJiHctres in the 
'boibm of fetifibiiitybe fondly conceives he hath ob- 
^tlgkined a.plsticey and:.he<is ambitious of rendering his. 
efforts worthy that degree of <£onfideration with which . 
they JBRy be regai^l^. A<ldre0ing th^ thft b|imane»., 
'the benevokntt aad the irtgensoiis ; iivone word> thofe 
>wboare .willing tD'be fiWaled> he .bi^41f hefitates iii, 
4[)V09ii(tt|g: rhinwsif at li^ft a boariiig : /dnd» he i«free 
to-dwA) thM he qpofiWIbs fuch « connfona^k Gmxe. ef; 
&lf comp}ap:ncy> as to b<coln'e eonfi^iient, tlnat twhea- . 
-evcrhe cojiiecrates his effiorts hy the name bf the, 
ckiughCer.K>f his uff<^^iou« he :eni^«f$ a i^sr-e of ap- 
l^^batioa ; ndr will he confent that this ifdea ihoUld be 
tinputed sdtQgether to an^over-wccAioff •conceit of his 
jes^Ti abilities ; fotfunelyk nauft be .Acknowledged that 
an amiable and meritorio.us woman, ftruggUngp.with. 
imisfbrtuUbSf is ait'objo^ whicJh viiftue lafiuft fever regard 
¥rith commiieration and applaufe. ^or ihe'officioils. 
.length of th% exorditt3a(i> I fupplicate the indulgence^Qf- 
-tbw gentle fpirits, upon whofe favour I have pircAitti- 
'tA*9 a candidate 'for Uie patronage of b^ignity flMMdd 
.haften to .gratify the 'feelings of ■fufceptibility, and af- 
ter inarratiiig a lew previous arran^naelitsy without 
.further delay, Irihall pafs on to a dovdopencient, which 
dbath net/<»ily iiVi^fUd our daughter ^With high aHiiOt^. , 
fs!lc^l)Ut 'i^th, moreover! reftored to hera-bleilix^, 
mbktiYi (he entertained bot the finalleft conception df. 
^Hsrjbeing pcrnjitted to poflefs. . Mjr 
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Mf lad commtmicatioRs relatire to Mrs. Haniltos^, 
cro^vned her wit^ thofe bbnours which bloom moft. 
becomingly upon a female brow ; the propriety of her, 
condud m the matrimonial career could not be quef* 
tioned> and her patient merit was, in ber own opinion^, 
amply rewarded, by a difcovery that neither misfor-> 
tunes or caprice had robbed her of, or-in the fmalieil: 
degree abated the afFedtionate attachment of him, to • 
whom her gentle hfcart was unrcfervecUy dewted. 

That tumultuous delirium of' joy, of which the 
fketch ©r the fcene in my reading parlouTj in the 
month of November laft< can have given but an in- 
competent idea, gradually iubfided into an exqui/itely 
pleaiing calm<r Peace, with»cviery accompaniment^ ^ 
which ever clufters m the train of tranquilHty, was rc- 
hlflated in her bofom ; ref^cenfidence, fruitfol in the 
foil of conjugal . complacency, agai»- lifted its aufpt- 
ciotts head,' and - the rieh- perfames which it breathed 
around, fcattered thofe falutary fweetsthat gave to-, 
every- objedt a faee of pleafare* Margarettft itemed to ^ 
regard poverty as the angel of ferenity : Indeed a true 
knowledge of her circumflances had relieved her fromi 
a mighty preflure, whichj becoming quite infupporta- 
We, had well nearrbroken the (lender thread of her ex- 
iHence ; and an aflured ksiowledge that fhe ftill poffeiT* 
ed thofe undivided^ regards, which fbe had ftrong rea* 
fen to believe.no longer reciprocated, very naturally,, 
for a time, abforbed in her g.entle bofoia every other 
confideration^ 

Some days delightfully ferene, thtis rolkdon. I^ 
knew that the burfnng ilorm, the tremendous and up- 
looting hiUTicane muft fucceed ; but I trembled to. 
-difturbthe innocent and unreflecting felicity of the 
moment* Mr* Seymouis the generous young man 
who had extricated Hamilton from his difficulties, 
while hopelefs love produced him a wandering fugi- 
tive in the foudiem States, had failed for fome thou- 
fands; and although repeated letters, glowing widi. 
ftiendfliip and matchlefs generofity, . penned by the . 
hdfiidof Mr«> Seymour, afTured us, that he would ^miii 

tte. 
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"the blew from us, to Ae cnremeft verge of poffibility; 
yet as he cdnthmed, for the fafety of his perfon, a pri£> 
oner in his own houfe ; as all his books, bonds, and 
papers, of e^ery kind, were fubmittcd to 'the infpec- 
tion of his creators ; and, as he affured himfelf that a 
fair adjuftment, .producing an amicable compromife^ 
^^nld niher in'nis liberating hour, the utmoft creduli- 
ty could not flatfer us with continued exemption. Mr. ' 
Hamilton too, haJd many other creditors, and they be- 
came much more fufpicibus, inquiiitiTe, and trouble* 
rrome, than we had expe^ed. 

The fcenc once opened, my knowledge^ of rtiankind 
Induced' me to fear a r^id fucceffion of diftreffing 
events ; and neceflity, therefore, impelled me to obtrude 
"Upon the 5 halcyon hours of my children confiderations 
"which threw c^en the avenues of uncounted cares, and 
.great inquietude. Serafina Clifford continued un- 
wearied in her remonftrances ; ihe was eager to difpof- 
fcfs herfelf, in favour of her brother, of every fhiUing 
Twhich (he pofTefTed ; and againft the ardour and gen- 
Mcrous impetuofity of her attack, honour, juflice, and 
fraternal affe^ion, although embodied for die purpofe, 
maintained but~a doubtful combat ; until availing my- 
felfof the rights inveHed in me by my paternal author- 
ity, I was reduced to the difagrceable alternative of 
•interposing a positive 'prohibition. 

Mifs Clifford, in a kind of frenzy, clafped the little 
William to her bofom, and calling upon the fhade of 
Jier departed father to witnefs her engagements, fhe 
vowed henceforward to devote herfelf and fortune 
entirely to him ; adding, " I will, my lovely child; be 
** indefatigable in guarding the foil of thy infant mind 
^*irom the admiflion of that fatal germ, which never 
^* fails to produce a growth of falfe principles, of prin- 
**x:iples that proffitute the facred names of honour and 
^'integrity, beftowing them upon an unfocial kind^f 
^^pridcy a barbarous fentiment, which compels its ad- 
" herents, although placed upon a precipice of inter-* ' 
** minable ruin, to difdain the affiftance of that friend* 
"^ihip which is warm, natural, glowing, and fincere ;► 

<«of 
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<< of tbat • fri^ndfti^ .ttfHckj at it! eirimater aAut^^iatniS! 
<<-gnititudo»af«^t4 thevrefolt-c^tiirfaiKULatta 
<*oad lae&oifated by deliberate Qfte^Bfty can/ilnfl^ n^ii 
<<-er'be regarded as parDldematk^ Gwcet-^noopoatl 
^'tnaj. the kiadned: blood tbat fwells tMy iktir tteinsy 
** render thee 'd«ie day lefe:ohd«rate <jian. t^. d6aK;i»i 
'*<*fieatbfe^ peu*em& From this* xom&enft. the imes^fis of* 
"<< Steafina aidd thine &re infeparablji lAfeerworea* 

Fear notf gentle Feader, bf. vhrtoe- ofttfa^ patttarelat 
dignity which I hare affiinted, I yn&y i^ea a\pt9per'9o^ 
cafafiy grant unto the faid Sbn&na^CfilBniy a:fid) ^^' 
fr^e abdUution ftefni^ns her inconsiderate yn/v,.yMch. 
I Aall take care< toiimpulie to the'i3<tdiih'ble impidfer 
of an impafioned* monteQ^. 

Inconedrt with ^. Haitdltxmy w^khont idelay>.-l 
took nieaiurcs la place tde- property, ia kistpofieffion*. 
beyond the reach i of anyji?^ ■credit<>r.$ • regnlaftnig* ttr. 
in fiich a manner^, as 'Would ixitoniteftibVyrbe mo£^foi^ 
the advantage c£t SOud' ylddt t£sto eviplty^clcmtiani\a9r. 
^r^fW/andliandfoBie! dihridend. 'Hiiis prepared) fiir av 
c(mtingency* that wc hM* bnt too 'mli£& Veafom naa* 
iT^catiy^ to etpoflr; 1 reqnefted Maryioace more to catt: 
inrpa^iott. dtat adnibahle addrds whtdb<.flie'hadrfil' 
repeatedly.' ex en if| | rf Ae d> Go,. mfy.Icero^.ikid'.Ii witk alb 
thy winning graces^ aifd affe3:iona«e perfidafioa-; \aiii'^ 
nil thy angel foftnefs,. and recomrtle oar* dnii^ter'ter.. 
thai:i9e¥blutf€Hi'in h^l3rdf]3e6l% which mwft place her 
ngaisi.ai re&dent in this ^iinily» Mskrgarecta.Vnis fiif- 
'ndvanced in bet fecond piregnafney, aaod/.'wd jad|ie4r it 
necetfory toobferrey in regard (to her, die ntmodfd^ 
icney.'; but^we had not y«t' learned properly toappre^ 
ciate the mind .of our amiable chiki^ Tlio^ particil^ 
Ian, whith are generally fo alhiring^to a yotmg. woman^ 
vmrc not contidered by hen of »ifikieat impmtanct 
to give her e^ntial or lafting pain. An eftah^ment^ 
ranking as the head of a. faxmly, prefiding' at her tat* 
ble^ giving, laws to a.travi of fervantsy receiving vilks 
in her own houfe, with a number oi etcetera sy whidi 
hafve firequently die power of fafcinatin^ a young tnind, 
veere regarded as confiderations cmpatntUvefy of iittl^^ 

or 
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tr no moment ; and while conTcIous (he pofl*eired the 
affe<fVions of the man of her heart ; while fhe retained 
his fociety ; w^ile (he could clafp to-her throhbing bo- 
fom her lovely infant ; while indulged with the pref- 
^nce of Mifs Clifford, now m<Sre th^n evtfr endeared to 
her, and bound to her (bul by motives of the moft del- 
icate and indiilblubletendemefs and efleem ; while (he 
enjoyed tlie approbating countenance of her parents* 
•her fuperiorainderftandkig could fcarce forbear a fmilc 
-at the folicitude we difcovered refpediing her removal $ 
^nd, relinquilhing her elegant apartments, I verily be- 
lieve without a lingle murmur, ihehaftened, together 
-with her amiable friend, to thofe pairen^al armi which 
•were ever open to receive her. 

Trials, however, awaited her. It was nepeflary 
•that Mr. Hamilton, who was anxibus to accelerate the 
hour that (hould honourably exonerate him from his 
^mbarraflVAents, andv/ho was extremely delirous of 
-making proyilion for tlie growing family which he had 
in proipe<5l, (hould immediately apply to fome bu(i- 
ncfs, which might afford an expedation of putting 
him in poiTcinon of wifhes fo indifputably lauda- 
ble. A -(hip bound for Europe, in which he was 
offered) -with the probability of great commercial 
advantage, a very lucrative and honorary birthf 
propitioufly prefc«ted. Of an opening fo fortunate, 
intereft loudly called upon him to avaU himfelf ; the 
favourable gale of opportunity was not to be (lighted. 
But his heart bled for his Margaretta^ yet maiuy de- 
cirK>n hefitated not, and every thing was in train for 
his departure. We conceived it advifeable to conceal 
our purpofe from my daughter as long as pofllble ; 
and It was not until two days previous to the period 
dciUned for his embarkation, tliat I took upon myfelf 
the paiafel tafk of difclofmg to her an event, which we • 
judged TOCift inevitably take place. Mary, Mifs Clif- 
ford, Edward and myfelf, feated with Margaretta, ia 
a retired apartment, had for fome time been employed 
in obferving her ; while on her part (he feemed whol- 
ly abforbed in contemplating the features of the little 
WiUbun, ydboi fleepiiig on a pillow before her, dliplay- 

Z €d 
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ed a countcTiance truly cherubic. Soul cf fenfibilityi 
tnoft unwillingly did I recall her from her anatemal 
.Teverie ! but neceffity appareatly impellnig, I thus ad« 
drefled her : 

What IS there that Mrs. Hamilton would not fecn- 
Hcct to advance the happinefs of the little being, 'whom 
;ihe hath introduced into exiilence ? Margaretta ^art* 
ed — «t fecmed as if her apprehenfiTe bofom compre- 
hended, in a fingle inftant, the agonizing intelligence 
i^hich fte was about to receive. She continued, how^ 
•ever, filent, while urged by neceffity, I reludantly pro- 
ceeded— ^Tbere is a duty incumbent upon pso-ents, to^ 
ward« their childr«i, »nd fr^mi the moment of A&tr 
birth they are.bound to every poflible exertion, which 
they can rationailly fuppofe will -contribute to their re* 
.a! feikity* Upon Margaretta Hamilton claims of tlm 
fort will foon be multiplied, and the probs&ility is, 
that a long train of fons and daughters will rife xxf 
aiKi call her blefled. Margaretta will not furely be 
jfound deficient in her maternal cbara^to* $ .&e expe&> 
fes attendant upon the education of young people, 
their advancement in life, eftablifhment, &c. how<quick' 
ly wSl they fucceed. It is happy, that when a Hiigle 
-means of acquiring property lailsi there .are others 
^hkh prefent. 

The ocean cfpens hs hoiphable arms to the Bnjforta- 
nate man, from whom every other reifource is cut olF? 
^hile the dangers, fuppofed peculiarly incident to m 
feafaring life are in reality chlmerasi calculated only 
to appaiperfons unaccuftomed to i-efleft. Thofe wJw 
acknowledge the fnperintendence of Providence, the 
jexiftencc of Deity, if they afcribe to hkn thofe powers 
ond properties which are elRmtial to the being of a 
Ood, mufl acknowledge, ihat his prote<^ng arm is^ 
upon all occafions, ftretched forth ; that he can pre- 
Jferve Upon 'the mighty waters with the fame fadlity witli 
which he upholdeth the dweller upon the viand* Hhe 
truth is, we are immortal until the i[i^rttting warrant 
paffes the grestt ^al of Heaven ; and, tiie breath arreft- 
3rd by a defignation fo mevkabk; i»o ammgement «aa 
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tedeem. I Hatta^ myfclf, m^ beloved Marffaretta, 
lluit y^oxtr mind, equal, ene^getk^ and coauderate» 
would net fu£fer itfelf to be over much depreiTed, (hould* 
the viciffitudeff of life prodtice contingencies, unavoid^ 
ably condemBing you to a few months ab&nce from 
Mr. Hamilton ; two or th^ec voyages might perhaps- 
entirely retrieve his- a&irst^nd you would > ever after 
have the fattsfa^ion to reflet that you had contributed 
every thing in your' power 5 every thing which forti- 
tude and unifbi m exertions could achieve, in order to 
rc-4nftate your Edward in that independence to which 
Ik was bom. I was proceedings — ^but I had not been 
fiifiiciently cautious. My daughter, during myiia- 
ranguc, frequently chaneed colour ; die lily and the 
rofe feemed to chafe each other upon her now mant- 
kngj and now pallid 'cheek ; ihe trembled excedively ; 
and upon my particular application tocher, the agita- 
tion of h«r bofom, becoming infupportable, fhe. funk 
tfe;eatblefi iato the arms of that. pafBonately beloved^ 
Mid truly affiidked huifband, who bailed to prevent her 

£ill.' 

** My Godl'^ exclaimed Hamilton, " it is too much ; 
^reftorc, ccxnpofe, andfoothe this iu£Fcring angel, too 
^''ofbeik •exercifed by pangs of fo fevere a nature ; and 
* doy with a wretch who hath betrayed and undone 
^faer, whatever feemeth to thee good." 

Mary and Serafinaibon recalled 'the fleeting fpirit 
of the lovely moumer; Hanailton once more kneeled 
fefbre her, and the copious tears, with which he be- 
dewed the hand that he alternately prefTcd to his bofom . 
and. to his lips, called f«>rth a mingling ilream from thd 
cyce -of the beauteous fiifFerer. The fcene was inex- 
prtflivcly tender, but the humid drops upon the face- 
«f my daughter annihilated at leait one half of my 
fears upon her account. "And can you. Sir," in a 
tremulous accent ihe exclaimed — " can you condemn. 
** my Edward to bondage, perhaps to irretrievable 
•♦flavery ?" What means my love ? " Ah, Sir ! do you, 
•*not rccolkft Britifh depredations ? Do you not rec- 
^oUeft-the mtUeis and. unrelenting rigour of that 

**fatc 
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*• £ite wliich avaits the captive^ doomed to. wear out a: 
•• wretcbed life under the galling yoke of an Algcriac 
** defpot ? Might I but have been fpared at this time ! 
** SHght. a (lep fo fatal to my peaee^at'^leaft have beea 
" deKired) until the face of affairs wore, to the poor^; 
*'defolate» and exiled voyager, a more oonfiianed af- 
" pcikj. I think I could have acquiefced,** For a mo- 
ment fhc paufed ; fighs,. expreffive of the deeped, 
anguiih, burft from her bofom^ Again fhe refumed— ^ 
** Gracious Heaven ! what an extenfivc and wida 
**fprcflding' error hath my early indifcreuon, proved ! - 
**" and perhaps its* cruel confequence&wtll follow me to. 
** the lateft period.of my exigence I Htid I nuaited.tSe^ 
*^ parental fanfiion^ ere I Utiii an ear to a mxretch^ prac^ 
*^tifed. in the arts of deception. ; had I not blindly and: 
•* precipitately given the reins to reprehenfible inclina-. 
•* tiouj I fhould never have liftencd to the pernicious 
** voice of adulation ; the faithful heart of my Edward* 
•* would not have received a corroding wound ; he- 
•^^ would not have been impelled to a voluntary banifh^ 
** ment ; he would never have had recourfe to an ex-, 
'^pedient, which- hatKtoo furely involved in ruin my 
tcrreilrial hopes ! Forgive me, O my parents ! for-- 
give me, O thou bed of men ! and thou ileeping* 
«*>iunoceiU, forgive, O fiDr"!;ive thy wretched mother V 
*' It is now indeed that Margaretta is completely un- 
« done !" 

I was immeafuraUy afiedled ; yet I knew that my> 
daugl)ter would foon become capable of reafomng. 
She podefFes, in an uncommon degree, the power of 
accurately difcuffing points, in which fhe is the mod: 
deeply interefted ; but altogether unprepared for the- 
prefent calamity, reafon had been violently forced 
from die helm, ^nd we unitedly endeavoured to re- 
ftore her to that refledtion, to which we well fcnew fhe. 
was eminently adequate. The foothings of^ unquef- 
tioned firiendihip ai^ the fweeteft folace \ they yield a 
balm which is endowed with the fovereign power of 
mitigation, and they are a confolation in almofl every 
forrow* It was neceffary to bend the mind .of Mar- 
garetta 
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garetta to our porpo&y and a few hours accomplifhed' 
mur wi&es ; ^aduaUy we opened our plan ; f he h.yM^~ 
the propriety of every arrangement ; the neceffity fdr 
the fteps we had tajken> and the idea^ idien firft held 
xspf of the.poiSbfltty that the time was. not ferdiftant, 
which might legally immare her Hamilton within the 
walls of a prifon, produced the expeded ,effe<ft. War- 
mg her fhowy hand with pperlefs grace, (he pre/fed- h' 
upon her clofcd lips, and homing her afBided head) 
Ans tacidy gave that expreffivo^ although melancholy 
ailent, of^ which> from, the beginning, cosofidering tire.' 
^An^fs of her way of thinking, we had made owrfell^es . 
^e^. Two days,, as I faid^ only remained, aad they 
were marked by a deeper forrow, thkn any which* ha^ 
yet pierced the bofora of my daughter ! It will not? 
tit doubted, thdt we called into a<ftion every motive, 
which could give energy and firmnefs to her feeKtigij j': 
jpet, while peniive refignation dwelt upon her lips, hei* 
altered countenance and debilitated frame evinced tfie 
Arnggles of her ibak It was a trial upon tvhich &x 
kadnever reckoned j itt every event, fhe had calculated' 
upon the iiipporting prelencc of her hu(band> and^ that* 
fee was thus ui^repared for the ftroke, muft apologise 
ibr the agonized emotions wifh^ which fhe fubmittcd 
to the blow ! The evening at length' arrived, whicliv 
we conceived xieftiiied to^fheriik the morning, upon. 
which our adventurer was^ to depart fOr- a neigh- 
bboring toii«ai> in order to* his^ embarkation, and its^- 
progrefs was noted by tha hcailyfelt fighs* oP corrod-- 
mg angmfh. 

But juft at; this juncfturej uirfdrtunately, as^I tfielf. 
knagined, our Federal Government interpofed the late* 
embargo^ and joy once more mantled upon the checfe. 
ef Mt>S4 Hamilton; Thriis it is, we fubmit to neceffity ;j 
we. arc convinced- of. the utilitry of certain arrange*- 
ifientSyv and we are conftrained, by,conviftion, to yield^ 
our affent to events which, neverthelefs> piewne the bo-^ 
fora witii tHe barbed arrows of afflidion : Ybt, if an\ 
interpofing hand- breakfr the order to which we had-^ 
Klu^antly fubmitted.; if we arc confcious tSat we. 

Z. a.. liaY€. 
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have no how aided' iiv.produeing the incident ; if we 
have, in every refpedt, a^d up to our duty» we feoa 
to forget the good we had.expe^ed ;. we rejoice in a- 
change^ which, eroanctpaxes^us from thoie.forrows we 
had impofed upon ourielves ; >we feem to have attain-^ 
ed the goal of felicity ;. aad, for a little znoment» we- 
become unmindful of thofe compulfory confiderationsy' 
which had: urged the application of > a remedyy ac- 
knowiedgad> indifpenfaMy reqiufite. Margaretta, not^ 
withftanding the good.fenfe of which fte is mii^refs— « 
ttOtwithftanding the ren3onilrance& of -reafon-— -not only- 
regarded the'iembargo as a reprieve, but involuntarily 
breathed her wifhes for its continuance ; and I produce 
' it sis an irrefragable fad, that oun country contains- 
not a fingle paxtizan, who& bofom glowed withmore^ 
iU-advifed zeal,, for the extenfion or renewal of diisr 
lame embargo.. The a5th inilant, however? anivedr-^ 
it pa&d — ^the fleet and welcome JFoatftq>s of no iiew- 
commillioned exprefs gladdened the ear of impetuofity. 
— 4Uid the embargo expiredr-^Hamiliton. was. again on; 
Ae eve of his departure. Yefterday, exadly at ea^ 
o'clock, we were aiTembled in the dinsng parlour.^ 
This very morning was- to have witne%d the agon- 
ised moment of feparatioa— ^nd melancholy dejediosc 
brooded in. the countenance of Mai^aretta. 

My fervant,^ a man whom I have loved for thefe^ 
forty years, entered : — *> A:ilrang^» Sir^ is- imp<»tu-r 
nate to fee yotu'' Admit luth> by.all means.^ Maiga^ 
tetta was hafting from the parlour ;^. fh^ was foilicitous* 
to hide her grief from the obfcrvation of the uninter*? 
«(ted 5 but the -ftranger was clofe upon the heels of the 
iervant, and not being able to make her efcape, ih^ 
withdrew to the whidow. 

The gentleman, the i^ranger, I fay» entered ; upon. 
]us features were imppintcd the (brongeft marks of per- 
turbed and tender anxiety .; and, moreover, they were 
features ^ith nuhich I m>as co^ffiflent I had J^ng been, 
familiar i although, for my foul, I could not'reck>Hed 
at what time, or in what place, they 4ad met my view. 
Hc) howevert £siag his imjuiringey^Sr wit&ixnpatient 

, . iblTcitude, 



folicitudcy OR the face of mf »wife» and drawing up z. 
heavy flgh, thus laconicalLy apologized 2 
. ** Excufe me» MadaxOf excufe me» Sir-— but my fed<^ 
** ings difdain ceremony,' *-^ The fcmtiiiy under whicb 
the countenance of Mary pafled^ w&» foon performed ; 
and Mifs Gli£ord.nes;t engaged the attention of aman^ 
whoy but for the benign afcendancy, .vfaioh» amid the 
2]ioft< tumultuous agitation 1 had . ever witnefied^ was 
(till conipicuous in hia countenance^ I fbould have cout 
eluded) entirely deprived of reafon. 

••You are lovely," be exclaimed, addreffing Mifs 
GUffordfi •• but you are not the angel--^-at lead* I think 
''•jrou are not — of whom I am; in purfuit.»^— — Tell me# . 
.*• Mr. Vigillius ; tell me, ye incomparable pair ! ye 
^ who have ftiH continued the matchlefs guardians or 
^my long loft, and unceailngly lamented Margaretta, 
*' what apartment iB.thiS'hapf>y dwelling contains my 
^onij furviving treafuxe V Margar'etta, who had 
Ibughc to hide her forrow-marked vii^age from the gaze 
of aibranger^ now, loll, in .aftoniihment, mechanically 
turning from. the window, prefented to his view her 
tearful face.;* fhe cxtched a glance and,^ faintly 0iriek-i- 
tag, would have funk upon the fIoer> had not the 
fbanger, whom we now regarded with a kind of indig- 
nant horroz^ fnatcbed hereto his embrace I ' Our re« 
lentmcnt, however, ibon gave place to all thofe en-* 
raptured emotion$,«whi<fb the acceflion of high and 
unexpeded. felicity o^gJAateA in the bofom, when, in 
a voice exprefilve oC paternal, tendemefs, of; paternal 
tianfpprt , he footlnngly iaid**-^ . ; 

' ** Compofe yowrfelf^ ray lovely, ray admirable, sriy 
•^iiumitabk child !. It is li, father* s arms that aie* 
:•* at length . permitted-: to eikfpld his lang loft Marga-- 
^rettaJci >!: Arbuthiiot, thou fltalt no more invade 
•• my righu ; it> is-agaia giiten me to ppffefs-my child, 
'^aiid 'a& her beauteous mc^er ftands confeft ! Saint- 
H ed -^itit-^-<hi£ hour fnall^peoder^ thy elyfian ft ill incre 

. ' Ma??garctta.fhnmk not from his embraces { iStrajige 
it may ap||c«>.h«: agitated /jHrit did not entir^^^ 

fufpend 
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fiifpend iti fixn^S&oas; aad ^3t llie% feemed, in til^ 
arms of the ttrzegex^ ao^ ahii«ft li&kis cor&, iier li|>s^. 
y«t moved, and ever^ charraiag feature received, an. . 
esctatic Icind.of cjaculatory ijBpref£on» 

Among tb« trioketa belonging to her niotlMery whkli.; 
had come into her pofieffion oa the <kath of lifes. Ar- - 
buthnoty was a miniature pi&ure of her inther : Pezv 
haps there was not a-^gle day^ on which! ihe did not 
gaze with filial dbvotion. upon^ this^ judtire;.. It was a* 
firiking likenefs ; aAd» hf its general «onl»ni^ hes« 
naind was drongfy isftfire&d. Hence the effe^ pro- 
duced^ by a iin^e glance at the original f and it wafi<> 
i,«» a frequent obiervation of diis pi^ore, ^aC occafi^ied . 
the confufedreooUedioar &)r %(^ich^ti^pn the firft ap^ 
pearaace of the fkaager, I was at a Jiofs %o^ ascovnt. 

It cannot be matter of woadtEr, thai at anuiatemeW' 
fo afloniffaingly interefiingi ^ot an iildividual retained* 
that felf-commandv fo requite tK^^ c&mmoa form$ : At . 
lengthy howe¥er>; recoUedion refunaed, in a degree* its 
office^ - Mary' coadmilad Mrs. Hamtkoa^ to. a ft&».^ 
when, a Bx^d of tears xmlocking for- h^ -the powert'. 
of iitteirance» with a look of . prolbuno^ itad di^u&^^ 
veneration, Qxa quitted her feat, and fuddenly JaaeeUng-. 
before the honoured man^ in this devotianal att^de^. 
with clafped hands, and .. in brokeh accents^ ihe jp^'^ 
turbediy queflioned-r*-^ Art thou afpirit UeAx— diA 
** patched from Heaven's higJi court to foothe thy;. 
<*forrowing child ? — or art toon indeed niy &their t 
<« Hafl thou never tafted death ?: and, if thou had JX3^ . 
<*by what miraclevdidftthouefcsype thofe treznendoui- 
•* waves, wliich we have fuppc^d commifiioiied for thy - 
<*deftru4tIon ?'* Mr* Mclworlh, ferfooth, to fey iC 
was he, his. very felf, raifed hrs: kneeliilg child, and' 
again clafging her to h»s paternal bofbm, ki flnuuBs of* 
exquiilte tendemeffi^ a^e6ti(Hiately replied— * 

" Be comforted, my love ; be compofed^ my heart's^ 
«^beft treafure. ; I am indeed thy father. At a proper* 
** time, thou {halt be made acquainted with every par^ 
*< ticular ; and, in the interim, as I have been inform*'. 
*< ed. of tl)y cmteu:ca&d cii^cumAances^ kn«w, that 

••riches, 
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** rithesy more than thou canft want, arc in mj gSfb 
** Hiou (halt introduce me to thy worthy hufband. I 
**»am apprized of the whole of thy fweetly interefting 
•* ftory 5 and thy happinefs ihs^if poffible, be equal 
**^to ihy merit." Margaretta, wild .with tranfport» 
now raifed her eyes- and hands, to Heaven/ and the 
mod extravagant . and incoherent v expi?dli©ns of joy 
were upon her lips. « Then he fhall not gq," ihe ex- 
claimed — ^••Axaimt, ye^hrooding fiends,^ that hover. 
**^ound the land of murder !-— ye (hall jaot intercept 
**thc virtuous career of Hamilton — ^ye ihall not pre- 
** fame to manacle thofe hands that have, a ^houfand 
<* timer, been ftretched forth to wipe the tear from the 
••^cc of forww^— Avaunt, ye hell-bom fiends ! — AL 
**giers, united for lus^ dellru6^i#n, fhali^'not detain 
** him ; for lo, a blefled father defcends^'from heaven* 
** to fave his well near finking Margaretta I" 

Edward, who, ftiom the entrance of Mr. Melworth, 
had Trained, as k were, entranced, or petriJEted by af- 
tcmtfiiment) rouied by his fears for the reafon of Mar- 
gnen^ now coming forward^ prefbated himfelf ^t * 
the fctt of Mr. Melworth; No one poileflcd fufBcient 
compofure to introduce him^ — ^norwas this necefTary ; 
die ftrong fenfations which pervaded. h& almoft 
butftmg heart, iilfcribing upon every ntanly and ex* 
{ffefiive feature, veneration, joy, gratitude, and appre* 
hen£on, emphatically pointed htm out| and rendered ^ 
a doubt impoffible. 

But why continue a fcene, which may, perhaps^ he 
concehtd^ but which words can never delineate ? Oun 
tnutttal congratuhtions ; our mutual exprfjionj of feliti* 
ty ; tht heji affeiiions of nuhkh humanity Is capable ; the 
mnjl rapturous . fenfations of delight ; thefe 'were all in 
courfe^^and thefe nvere all afloat ; and I will only add^. 
that Edward will not proceed on his voyage— that 
Margaretta is happy^ — ^that-every creditor Ihall be am* 
ply fatisfied ; and I hereby advertife— let them pro-, 
duce their fevcral claims ; they fhall receive to the lafl 
feirthing, yea, and liberal interefl too* Seymour- 
generous , Seymour , !— if ^this Magazine.. fhall. reachr 

th«» . 
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th«e, "before theiir heareft ttom "Ay Men^ ImaWy thsit 
tiie hour of tky emancipsttiofv ts^ at hand, and that a 
fall reward awaiteth thee^ for aU the m^n^eeot deeds 
which thoa had fo Itoani&cenrl/ devtfed. 

And) geirtle reader, ibr tKy €Onfolatkm, I give thee 
lay word aird honour, that ihe very tiext Gleaner, hj 
wcounting ta thee every, partacolar, relative to Mr, 
Melwerth, which IhaU cwne to iny knowledge, &a3». 
if it is within the compafs of my power, am^y gratify 
a.curiciky, which thou Aeedefl not hefitate to own,, 
aind which I fhotdd have been i&i)m&ed.ia the extreme^ ^ 
not to have excised* 
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Ihc dtcd of worth !s rcgifUr 'd .da- hlgh> 
Own'd and approv'd in worlds beyond the fty^-* 
Nor only fo— wc feci an anfwcnn;^ g^ow. 
Which, hut th« virtuous action .e9it.Selh>w ; 
Hor thde aJone-^as eamcft oft is given, 
Imm fd ia tc.good^» the award of righteout Heftvccu 

THE author^ wha .leaves. notUh^ to ti&e inBAgiaa** 
tioa» of hi$ readers^ it frequently accoCed off 
faiaxneabk arrogance $ and it is ofte& aiierteddiat^ pufird.. 
up by an over^weening felf-concelt, he vasnly BippoCeSf . 
tibuKt the eerm of: faney can fiouriik no wlusr^ but in 
the foil of his own wonderful pericrantma. 

Now, ^ the hj&iSf thdt I aro amciouiSy foiieitotB to^ 
avoid every occafion of offence, I fkall (taking into • 
coi^deration the feelings of fenfibiKty, and properly 
influenced by an idea of the ingenuity which is its ac^ 
companamei|t).wave the defcriptifinof thofe delightful 
fehfations^ whieh, in tsapturous fuccdHon, were the nat*. 
utal af^ndages of tlie introduction of the father of 
Margaretta, The extatic fondnefs with which he 
hung upon the accents of his daughter — the mingling; 
pjteafusres and regrets— the big emotions which fur- 
prifed his foul^as he traced each lovely feature--thofe 
wcU-knowa features, which exlxibltedto his view a beau* 

teous. 



cteoQs'traoiicTfpt dFtfao& that he h^d ^uAj kamed to 
admire in the face of jier departed* :inotfaer«->the tK* 
quiiite ieofations wkh nrhich hs traced the kindred 
Hneaments— <oxnf>aiang xhem iiq>arately and Golk^« 
rrely with a -miniature of his lady, which he wore in 
.hk bofozn, and which migiitltave^pa£ed for an exa£l 
^copy of Mrs* Haittikon-^-the /giowing rcxpceffions cf 
:j>atemal tsndemefs^ wkh which he ^Idcd the littk 
William tolhis bofom-^tbe ixxatked ^pprobaitiony imo- 
quiirocally dexmmibrated toward every loekoveiment of 
^tlie hiUband of hk Ma^aretta^-^tke inanly and TOm* 
.placent regardf; that he beiloNned sipon Mifs Clifford-^ 
the fweet incenfe dre]q>anfire and rnnneafurable praiie^ 
that he addreffed to nie> fly&|; me the faviour, the 
bonefadlor, the ;geniune father of his poor cnrf^an girl 
—the elevated i^gards, ihoit only of adoration, which 
-lie devoted to .my dear Mary — dioTe charming effu- 
sions, confining in expreffive looks, broken words, and 
uxiambiguous gcftures ; effuiSons which were the fpon* 
"^aneous growth of -uncommon felicity) the rcc^ocity 
of exquiute {aui^Bxanvi'hvchwt ahtmdantly inhaled-*^ 
-All this, -and whatever .dft thefonl* of lenfibilicy ca« 
vconcciye, gladly<do I re&r to the ^glowing ^mtnd o£ the 
jfi»ling fcntiTftentakft ; and I do Mrrby invell imagin- 
atioa, in the tttmafl iatitode of its powers, with full 
icepe r it is srnpoffiUe it can faint too high ; language tB 
mdttt^ dxd^Sax^xsaX^ and the anoft imii tints of fkncf 
xan alone "paurtray* 

Nayt gentle Tesuder, Intake spon t»e to a:flert, tliat 
liowever elaborately th<!Hi mayeft jSmih thy -pi^fhir^ 
«fter thou has beft&wedupon it thy h& touches, it ma^c^ 
:after all, fadl va^y ihort of die original ; and, right 
Torry am 2, ^ksR. my powers are fo (circumfcribed, as 
to render it impoffible for meto place It in its genuine 
lufh-e before tlfc6e« But, finite dforts, beii\g doomed 
to fubmit to a neceflity, the effeifts of whiA it anuft 
«ver be unavailing to lament ; we will, widiout further 
•preamble, proceed in ourTiarration. And here I wouM 
not have thee conceive, that I am £b unreafbaaable as 
to condemn tkee to the dnu^pry of^accaiiaiting for t^ 

fuddea 
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fudden appearance of Mr. Melwortk, nor can I coa- 
fent, thaty fetting me down as a defcendant of Merlin, 
thou fhouldft place- in my hand the magic wand ; in- 
vert me with the powers of incantation, the. gift bf 
working miracles, or, of fummoning ** fpirits from the 
vafly deep.** No, believe me, I am -no conjurer, and 
the better to banifh every idea of a fupernatural 'mter- 
pofition, I hallen to bring forward the promifed fa^s. 
Imagine then, that the tumultuous and perturbed fen- 
fations of urtgovemable tranfport, which were confe- 
tjuent upon the^late developement, * are fucceeded by 
that kind of fatisfa<5Hon whi^h is -the reftdt of high com- 
placency in the prefent, and the moft a^eeable antici- 
pations of the future ; or by that ftate of tranquillity, 
•which mull always be confidcred as' a 'deiirable fub* 
ftitutc for the huiricane of the paflions, -whatever may 
•be the magnitude of the event which produced it. Tlw 
extreme of joy and forrow, originating commotions as 
"deftruftive-tothe order- ofthe^mentalfyftem, as the up- 
rooting ftorm to the apparent harmony of the natural 
•^vorld ; thC' mild and equal difpofition cannot but re- 
igard as a- relief, the" regular fucceflion of events. Im- 
agine that our happy circle is retired to the Kttle apart- 
•ment faci\ed to fentimental pleafures; to tfeat apart- 
ment, upon* which the ftep of inconfiderate levity, or 
^indifference, obtrudeth not. Margaretta is ieated be- 
tween her enraptured father, and that huiband, wha 
experiences for her exemplary worth, wiUi every rifii^ 
iiour, augmenting admiration and new efteem. Ma- 
ry, Serafina and myfelf, complete the group, and Mr. 
Melworth, prefling the liand of Mrs. Siamilton, thw 
commences his interefting- commumcadox^ 

"I obferved, my dear, the ihveet blufli diat tinged 

thy lovely check, upon ■my^mentioning in- terms of rep. 

rehenfion, the name of Mrs. Arbuthnot; yet you 

'muft allow for the ^feelings of a defolate father— but 

for her unforgiving and obdurate fpirit, the tprobabil* 

'nij is, that your angelic mother would, at this deHg^* 

iful moment, have partook, and doubled all thofe ez- 

^uifitely charming fenfationsi which ftr^l a parent's 
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bpfoniy and which prefent fuch an ample compcnfation 

> for every evil. I^rom the hoTir which blelTcd me with 

~the hand of my Matgaretta, fhe continued feduloufly 

intent on procuring a reconciliation with her fifter ; 

"^for the companion of her youth the figh of her bofom 

ftill arofe, and while the utter improbability of obtain- 

•ing her willies embittered our *moft pleafurable mo* 

xnents, her intenfe and unavailingTolicitudc viiibly 

impaired her health f 

" I flattered myfclf that the period which gave thee, 
my love, to her arms, would fupply that. void in her 
^heart, which, however ardent the attachment of your 
- fex to the man of their choice may be, fuch is the dql- 
icacy of the female mind, a tender and refpe6l:able'yff- 
male friend can alone fill. Yotir mother, vaj dear, was 
•early left an orphan. Her fifter had for a long peri- 
' -od reigned fupreme in her bofom. Fate prefented 
her not a Mrs. Vigillius ; goodnefs fo unexampled is 
"not. the gi'owth of every clime j neither \yas a Sera- 
fina CliflFord contained in the circle of her connexions. 
^Yet, as I had hoped, the birth of her daughter opened 
a fource of new and exhauftlefs pleafure ; and when 
ftie clafped her lovely infant to her bofom, fne forgot, 
ibr a moment, her fifler ^ but memory, too faithful to 
its office, officipully prefentedthe mirror. — " Dear im- 
placable Henrietta 1" ihe exclaimed, " why wilt thou 
Aand aloof? why wilt thou refufe to heighten the 
tranfports of this delicious period ? Thy prefence, thy 
fandtion would indeed add a completion to my feli- 
city, which would mark me the moft blefled of women ! 
"The novelty, however, the foft endearments, the 
•thoufand namelefs perturbations, and tender intereft 
■of the maternal chara<fler, were powerful alleviations, 
and the tranquillity of the mother was in a meafure re- 
ftored. Eighteen halcyon months revolved, when fate, 
. as if envious of our felicity, pr.efented me with a prof^ 
pe^ of obtaining great emolument, by engaging on 
l^ard a fhip bound for the Eaft-Indies. I was flatter- 
\ ^cd by the idea of obtaining for my Margaretta and her 
'infant, an elegant independence, and tliat refolution 

A a which 
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-which became the fuperftnt^re of a bafis fb proper 
and fo deep!)'' laid, could not be eafily flialcen. Mar- 
^aretta, while Ihc aclcnowledged the eligibility of my 
plan, fhrunk from its execution. Her tenderly ap- 
pr^henfive bofom foreboded a thoufand evils. Yet the 
heroifm of her chara^er can never 'be too much ad- 

■ mired. 

*« Go, my ChaTles" — ^witli emotions of .tender and 
unutterable agony, fhe exclaimed — •* flnce it muft "be 
fo, go I — and may the upholding handof Heaven be, 
in every event, thy never-failing fupport!" "Repeated- 
ly ihe fobbed out the convulfed and agonizing adicUf 
•while ingenious in inventions to retai'd my departure, 

' ihe preffed me ;to *her throbbing heart. " Oh ! my 
love," in broken accents fhe whifpered, " if we meet 

' again, we Ihall then be happy. But alas 1 alas !" Ihe 
could not add. Yet ftill her clafped hands and ftream- 
ing eyes continued to fupplicate the protection of that 
God, on whom her firm reliance was invariably placed. 
I was inexpreflibly moved. My foul was little lefs 
tempefted ; yet the fplendour of my prbfpe<51s, my pre- 
vious arranffements, my pledged honour, all urged me 
on ; and, by one violent effort, 1 tore -myfelf from the 
mod beloved of women ! Our:mutual fuffefings may 
be regarded as a predi£tion of the fatal event. . It was 
decreed that we never more fhould .meet I Propitious 
gales attended J^he firfl part of our voyage, and I had 
began to anticipate the rich han'-efl that a few painM 

■ fcafons would enable me to lay at the feet of my heart's 
jbell: treafure. 

" We had already doubled the fouthem extremity 
of the great continent cf Africa, commonly called the 
Cape of Good Hope ; and, fhaping our courfe north- 
ealt to the continent of India, we were proceeding 
with all difpatch — ^i^^hen, lo ! on a fudden, the fcowi- 
ing atmofphere gathered ^arknefs ; dreadfully por- 

■ tentous the winds of heaven arofe. "Waves beat oil 
■waves frightfully tempefluous. The tumultuous cceaa 
feenied to lafh the contending fkies. Louder and 
icuder the defb:u<5tive whirlwinds bellowed round. 

•• * iioai-fe 
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Hjoarfe thunders roared terrific peals fucceeding peals^ 
The heavens poured forth. a deluge of rain, and the 
forked lightnings were all abroad. Surrounded on 
every fide by the tremendous world of waters, aflill- 
ance was impoffible — no afylum prefcntedJ The fea- 
man's art wa* in vain* and death, in its mod Ihocking 
fornix appeared inevitable. But. to d^fc'ribe the hor- 
rors orbur fituation is beyond the reach of language. 
In the latitude in which we then were,, there is a large 
riilge of rocks,, they are pointed out in moll of our fea 
charts; but if our pilot was aware of them, it was not ' 
in his power to avoid them; they accelerated that 
fate which, imagining, the fKip might'live many hours, 
1 had not fo fpeedily expected ; and,, bilging inilantly 
upon one of thofe rocks, afecond (broke fevered her in 
t^ain ! The fhrieks of the mariners were (hocking be- 
yond expreffion. How long they furvived^ or what ef- 
forts they made, I am not able to fay ; for, feizing a: 
part of a (battered raft,' upon which, floating at the • 
mercy of the winds, and waves, while I momently ex- * 
peiSed diflbliition, I commended my fpirit to that God 
whofe protedtion and whofe favour I had never ceafed' 
to invoke. 

" And how many of the children ofmen have been 
conftrained to aik. What circumflances are beyond' 
the reach of* Omnipotence V He nv.bo hcldeth in the hol^ 
lonv of his handy the great deep^ , fuddenly huilied the- 
winds; andi driven uponafmall uninhabited ifland, my 
firft fenfationsy it. will not be doubted, fpontaneoufly 
iflued'in the moft grateful orifons to the God of my 
life, who had thus gracioufly interpofed for my pref- 
ervation. But foon the image of my Margaxetta, 
clothed in the habiliments of immeafurahle wee, har- 
rowed up my foul ; her forlorn and helplefs fituation. 
— ^her unprotected infant ! — My God ! madnefs was 
in the thought. .1 was on the point of again plunging 
into that ocean from which I had fo recently efcaped ; 
but the good hand of upholding Deity ftiU prevented^ 
me, and was ftill my fhleld. Gradually the heavens 
isjfumed a ftrene afpe<^ \ my micd too became aftonilh- - 

ingly- 
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ingly calm ; and, drying the only veftments which novr 
remained to me u|K>n a fun-beat rock, whofe craggy 
JGdes receivt^i the moft intenfe rays of that luminary* 
beneath the foliage of a fheltering tree I. fbretched my 
weary limbs. Sleep fpread over me its downy mantle, 
and I obtained a temporary oblivion of thofe lacerat- 
ing reflexions, with which fucceeding hours, in dread- 
ful order, appalled my finking fpirits, 

*• Necefllty compelled me to fearch out the good, if 
any remained, which was yet withm my gralp. At 
the falutary ftream I flaked my thirft ; the nutri- 
tious berry, zefted by hunger, afforded me a delicious . 
repaft, and by one foothing hope I was dill buoyed 
up : I trjiced unequivocal veftiges of the human ftep — 
(hips, I was pofitive, had recently touched there — I 
niight yet recognize my fellow-man — I might yet be 
borne to my native ifle. Defpair, however, too often, 
gained the afcendancy, and at .fuqb. intervals, inexpref- . 
fible anguifh overwhelmed my foul. But it is impoffible 
to paint the unequalUd calamities of his fituation, who 
is thus circumftance.d. Even the glowing imagination 
of a Thomfon couldr oiily ftetcn them. Yet, not a, 
revolving hour but heard me, to the liftening echo,, 
repeat— 

«* Unhappy he ! who from the firft of joys, 
** Society, cut off, 19 left alone 
** Amid this world of death. Day after day, 
* Sad 0x1 the jutting eminence he (Its, 
** And views the main that ever toils below ; 
*■ Ships, dim difcover*d, dropping from ti^e clouds ; 
** At evening to the fetting fun he turns 
*< A mournful eye, and down his dying heart 
''^inks hopclcfs ; while the notnted roar is up, 
' ^ And hifs continual through the tedious night.** 

But forever bleffed be the all-gracious Difpofer of 
events ! the term of my fufferings was cut ihort. It 
was the employment of my firft rational moment, af- 
ter I had been thrown upon the ifland, to make, with 
apart of my clothing, a fignal of diflrefs. Upon a 
prominent angle afcended a finall acclivity, on the 
iummit: tf which flood the tall trunk of a tree, that 

contending 
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contending ftorms had ftripped . of . its Iwranches. To 
tliis difrobed tinink I contrived to fallen the beacon o£' 
my diftrefs» and I confecrated it, with many fupplica» 
tions to Him who was alone able to fave. 

"The. morning of the fifth day (fifter I had fo 
providentially efcaped the waves) broke divinely fe? 
rene. An amazing, continuity was outflretched before 
Hie. With folded arms, and an aching heart, I con;* 
templated the extcnfive main* The frightful. folitude* 
the awful ftillnefs.to which I was condcjnaed, arofe? 
dreadfully terriEc to my. foul* I threw abroad mf 
anxioufly. inquiring. gaze ; a cloud feemed to gather aju 
a diftancec — It is not a cloud — ^What. can it be ?— — 
Swiftly it approaches — Great God ! is it poflible ?— 
Saviour of linners ! it is, indeed, tlic white fails of aHea^ 
en directed bark ! — It is bendmg toward me ! — ^Ah'i 
it recedes^and my bounding fpirk dies within me I 

** Again, however,. its altered courfe bore rapidly 
down upon my defolate abode. The infignia of ca* 
lamity reared not in vaiii its petitioning head*- The 
neceflary arrangements were made. The boat was. 
manned. My heart leaped 'exulting; it was too big 
for its prifon. My tongue rcfufed. utterance, while,, 
withthat.commiferating cordiality, which feamcn know 
fo well to praiSife, and which, is a charadleriftic trait of 
their order, I wa* received on board the fhip. To 
complete my joy, the captain and crew were EnglifH, 
The captain wajs a humane and venerable man, wbo 
had numbered more than thrccfcore years ; A fhower 
of tears relieved my burAing lieart* I told my tale of 
"woe, and he regarded me with evea paternal gpodnefs. . 
Few know how to refped the unfortunate ; ineftimable - 
are the foothihgs of benevolence to the children of ad-- 
verfity. . 

" A tedious- voyage was now to be p^erfbrmed ; and' 
although a proper fehfe of. the diviiie interpofition in 
my favour, forbid every murmur, yet a recurrence to 
thofe pangs which I well knew would lacerate the gentle 
bofom of her my foul held moft de>ir, could not fail of." 
Epinting tlie kecneft arrows of afflii^ion ! Ten long^; 

A a i. -months^. 
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tnoAths (dating from the time of my departure) per«* 
formed their tedious round, ere the white cliflPs of Al- 
bion again met my longing gaze. With what, extacy 
did I leap upon the ftrand. To the parent foil I low- 
ly bent my head ; with filial lips I kilTed the kindred 
turf, and my bounding fpirit, flruggling with its ming- 
ling fenfations, poured forth the rapt orifons of a fhip- 
wrecked, exiled, refcued, and reftored man ! On the 
brings of fpeed I hafled to my native village ; to thj?it 
Village whfch I fuppofed contained my only treafure. 
But what became of me, when, pofting to the apart- 
inents of Margaretta, I found them occupied hy Gran- 
gers I — ^Yet, hope ftill whifpeped fhe had removed to 
lome other abode ; and I hafted to the dwelling of a. 
friend, from whom I learned the fum of my misfor- 
tunes \ I 

•* You are, my friends, acquainted with th^ feeUngs, 
of the heart. Every feature in your expreffive coun- 
tenances are vouchers of your fenfibility — Why fhould. 
' I aim at delineation ! 

«* When to the height of hopelefs forfow wrought, 
* The fainting fpirit feels a pang of thong&t, 
••^ Which, never painted in the hues of fpeech, 
<* Lives at the foul, and mocks exprefiion^s reach.** 

" I drop the curtain over a train of fucceeding ills ; 
ficknefs, lofs of reafon, comfortlefs calamities ! . 

•• Mrs. Arbuthnot, when (he accompanied her huf- 
band to Ireland, bore my child with her. My aged» 

.widowed mother, gently remonstrated. My fuppofed. 
death, ^d the demife of Margaretta, had centered ier 

■ every, remaining wifli in the little prattler. Mrs. Ar- 
buthnot plead the dying injundions and bequeft of 
her fifter. This was decifive. The regulations fug- 
gefted by the everlaftingly abfen^ fhould.. be deemed 
mviolably facxed, and my mother witjh floods of uxxa- 

; vailing tears fubmitted. A few painful weeks devoted 

' to heartfelt regret, had fucceeded a reparation judged 
tmavioidable, when my unfortunate mother received, a 

' line from Mrs* Arbuthnot, acquainting her that the 
little Margaretta was no mere. This proved a fini/L^ 

ing 
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mg ftrote. So many calamities, in fuch l^ft fticeef-^ 
iion, treading uf>on the heels of each other, brought 

* doWn the grey hairs of my aged parent with forrow 
to the graye. Could Ihe have been fpared to have, 
■witneffed the returning footlleps of the foh of her youth, . 
a gleam, of jpy would have d'lmifed its gpnial and folac- 
ing influence over her parting f^rit* But Heaven de- 
,creed oth'erwife, and fhe clofed a life, the ibrrows of 
which had accumulated with every adde.d aaotneiit ! ~ 
What could induce Mrs. Arbuthhot to pen a mifreptc- 
fentation, calculated to pierce with fo keen a Ihaft tlie . 
bofom of an aged and forrow worn lufferef, I can only 
cbnjeijture- Probably fhe might be influenced by her 
■plan of pafling the child for her own ; or, fljc mi^Rt 
imagine that my mother, being invefted with the rights-, 
of a parent, would agaih demand the child, fhottld the. 
[contingencies, peculiar to a foldier's life, remove Cap- 
tain Arbuthnot (whom it wks '^eH knolvn flie deter- 

* mined to' follow) to a remote or foreign defthfiation ; 
and it may be prefumed that ftiie inade tip the matter. 

' ip. her own niirid, by a confideration tliat if ihe retum- 

**cdjBer niece to our village, the extreme age of niy~ 
*:piotlier, would foon leave her deftltute of every na!tr 
*\iral gui4e. 

^••ror'ihe,. after i lofig knd debilitating fever, 6b^ 
tainjBg a ftate of coovalefcence, — youth, and a confli-'i 
tution uncommonly good, foon completed myreftora- 
tjdn. lie fame intereft which had before placed riie 
on feoard an *Eiaift-I)idia (hip, procured xne afecoiid en:-- 

'jgloymeiit. I made feveral fucqefsful voyages. I ac- 
cumulated ricKes ;r and at length faw myfeif pbfleflcd . 
*©f a^ucncie. But alas! tranquillity Was not 'in the 

' •-gift of afluence. In the variety ' by which I was fur* 

* [redded my heart- took no; intWeft ; and it refufed to 
"acknowledge a fecond attachnient, Yet I deteririined. 
'fc regulate my feelings by ttedSAates of fortitude, and. 
"to'bend niy wayward fpirit Vo a ftate of a<iquieicente. 
In the defignatibn cf that God who raleth in the heav- . 
' ens. \ became a citizen of the world ; and, confider.r 

ing myfejf botn for.the univerfal family, and- for "the. 

emolument. 
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emolument of my fellow men, I induftrioafly laadl^ 
the moil of every acquifition. Under the influence of 
tills fentlmeut I proceeded in the career of life ; and 
if my path produced not thofe high fcented perfume% 
of which the exquilite fuccefiion of domeftic enjoy- 
ments is fufceptit^le^ I was, notwithftanding, fo far- 
favoured, as to obtain a degree of. compofure. Thus 
rolled on fucceeding years, until upon aji uncommon 
fine night, three months fmce, feeling, no difpofitioa 
to retire to my chamber, I felt conflrained to devote. 
an hour to a contemplative walk, and after havin^^; 
ftroUed fome moments upon the road-fide,, I bent xwf 
fteps toward St. George's fields, where, experiencing, 
an unufual kind of perturbation, . with folded arm^^ , 
and rjiifed eyes, I continued my defultory aberration^. 

" Methought the Ihade of my Margaretta accom- 
panied my fteps : The ample heavens* th^ ftarry lumi- 
naries, the. full orb'd moon, the blue expanfe j thefe all. 
combined to image the beauteous form. of. her, qa 
wliom fond.remerubrance flill regretting, dwelt. 

" An aflbciation of ideas ,g;ave birth, to a.wifh, to 
pafs fome moments belide. a ilcetdx of thofe waters, .oa> 
which, bidding an eternal adieu to the injured fuffercr, 
I had heretofore cruefly embarked ; and toward Weft* 
minfter bridge I rapidly took my way, which having, 
reached, with aii expedition for which I could not ar- 
count, I defcended the fteps of the landing place 5 but 
no fooner had I put my foot upon the third ftair than 
an unufual daih of. the waters of the Thames, for- 
which the ftillnefs'* of. the night rendered it impoffiblc 
to afljgn a reafon, ftill further accelerated my move- 
ments*. I hailed forward, and was only in time to 
fei49 l>y his garments, an unfortunate man, who had. 
plunged into the ftream, with the unwarrantable pur- 
pole of putting a. period to his exiftence. I remon* 
ftrated againft the atrocious audacity of the deed that 
he had well near perpetrated, in terms expreflive of the 
horror which it inipired. iFor a time hepreferved aoi 
indignant kind of filence ; and when he deigne J to ut- 
ter himfclf, he breathed ordy expVeflicxis of refcntmeat, 

■ fer. 
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fir whkt he termed my cffieious interpblition. It w^s ^ 
SiaiHfeft ;that his reafon.was diforderedi and pity grew 
in my foul. I addrefled him in die language of com«' 
ifiifetation, aiidhe gradually became 'foftened and com-' 
Hjunicative* 

' •* Generous ftranger," he exclaimed, " I give thee. 
i4<^ mark of confidence in the brief recital, which as an^ 
apology for my fuppofed rafhnefs, your apparent com- 
miferation demands. To him, who is refolved on death, . 
the difclofure of fccrets- which cffcd only himfelf, can' 
be of little importance. Know then, that, bom to af- 
ftience, I was bred a gentleman. Know alfb, that,\ 
pjurfuing my pleafures in a neighbouring kingdom, I 
fkw and loved a beauteous womafi^ I tvooed and 'won*'. 
her. Her parents were no tnbre v but her brethreri, 
her lifters, a numteroiis family, her forttifie, 'he^ couil-' 
ttji her religiQii^ — all there Ae forfbok, 'and fled 'with^^ 
me to our Albion coaft. Indtfcr^ioh aild misfartijnes> 
Rive rcbbe3' me of every peritiy which I poflcfled* ' f ' 
have no meatis of obtaining^ the common neceflkrics r 
df life ;' thefew articles of which I h^Vendt yet'dift • 
pofed, will not difcharge ti* debts already contra^led.' 
Thbfe flatterers, who backed ih the'futiJhine oT my for- - 
tune, have now utterly f<^rfakeh me. My' wife, my^' 
' beloved wife, and her helplfcfs children, are reduced to ; 
the laft extremity. I have left lio meaiis ixriaflayed,' b;f^ 
which I could prefunie upon relief 5 but every eflfbrti 
hath proved ineffe<5lual, andl have now quitted my^ 
Almir^, with an expreffed hope, for which, alas ! 'thertf 
is no foundation, 'She will expedflt me with the return^ 
ing fun ; but fhe will no more behold me. I can no . 
longer exiil a witnefs of thofe ills, of which I have beerf 
the wretched caufe !** Need I iadd, that I was eagfet'' 
to fpeak, to this fon of fofrow, the words of. confljla- 
tion ? Confidering myfelf as the baiVker of the unfor- 
tunate, his draught upon .me was indifputable ; arid thd 
rays of night's fair emprefs, lent a light fuffictentiy^ 
ftrongi'to evince the aut;henticity of its cKara^ers/ 

*♦ I .accompaiiied'my nfew claimant,Tiow incredulous-, , 
ipd'tWfrandc with' Joyi to Hi dvi'ellirigi Ihkd d!^ * 

termiaedi 
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ttrmined to keep gavrd the remainder of the night..^ 
We entered foftly. His little family had retired to rcil^i 
I infifted that he fhould inftantly fpseak peace to his: 
beloved. I infifted that he IKoiddaiot revifit the par- 
lour, until the rifmg fun (hould enable me to commence, 
my propofed'-ansijigemcnts. I will repofe, faid I, in this 
eaiy chair; or here are books,* with, which. I may a*^. 
mufe myfelf. Aw^d by that tone of autboril^y. which . 
I had aflumed> with looks of aftoniihmentK and the. 
moft profound obeifance,,he left me ;, and- fieep. being, 
beyond my reach, , L endeavoured, to obtain fudioient. 
compofure to. amufe myfelf by, reading. I turned, 
over the books — it would not do*. A. new and painful: 
kind of agitation hurried my fpirits ; ^t length a parceL 
of Magazines ieized my attention^ I glanced, confii-^ 
fedly upon the bujodle. The MaiTachufetts Magazine;^ 
caught my tj^-'-^n^jlvierican proda^ton^ — curiofity was* 
enlilted ; I opened one and another ; an irrefilUblc. 
xmpulfe ftill ivrged me on ;, the firft page of the Mag- 
azine for March^ i.79»» arretted^ my. ey^-: — ^* Bkfs me^ 
cried Margarettay' — ^you will recoiled, Sir, that yottt 
thus commenced the enchanting narrative. 

" The appellation. Margarettarsrihr^Xitd, intereftingly- 
tippn my. earv; it was the fweet talifman of a thoufand 
mingling fenfat ions ; no power on earth could have: 
prevented my reading om T accompanied you in. 
your journey to SouthrCarolina, and..! entered with. 
you the city of Charlefton*. The httle Margarctta*^^ 
tap at the door poffefleda fafcinating. power; — ^thc in- 
trc>du<5tion of the lovely cherub penetrated ray very 
foul ; I waited impatiently for. the. iifue ;. l attended 
at the bed of death — but, great and good.God I whaC 
MFcre my fenfations when I heard from the lips o£ 
Mrs. Arbutlinot*.. the well known (lory of my Marga** 
tetta's fufferings — when I learned that the dear pledge 
of our facred loves was yet.alive ! when I recognized 
her in the perfon of the little petitioner — rwhen I be- 
oame aflured that fhe had been received by fuch pro* 
tedors! I fhrieked aloud, wrung niy hands, wept» 
laughed, proftrated myfelf in adoration of a preferving 

God— 
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*God^ — ^traverfedup and down the apartment, until, at 
Jength inipelkd' by perturbed anxiety, I was conftrain- 
cd to trace my daughter's wondrous fortune through 
"the various Magazines, whicli, until the clofe of me 
.month of November laft, prefented themfelves in or- 
der before "me. How did my full foul blefs her god- 
like benefafl:ors ! During the connexion with Court- 
'tand, the m^ft tumultuous agitations tempcftcd my 
"bofom ; hut the cataftrophe, I conceived, gave her 
*1ionoured guardians a title to almoft divine honours. 
Again I became a prey to all fhofe agonizing fears 
-which can lacerate a -father's heart. Even of Mifs 
Cltfibrd, I^muid confefs, thatl was not a little fiifpi- 
:«cious. My.ieelings againft thee, my fon, were replete 
'With indignation ; and I beftowed upon thy fnppofed 
'inconftancy a parent's malcdiftion. Rot November 
"prefented the extatic eclalrcifiement. 1 faw thit 
Tiothing was wanting, but whfit I po/rcfred abundant 
ability to fupply ; and, in broken and almoft frantrc 
ejaculations, I fobbed out my gratitude. The dawn 
*at length broke. Memorable, ever memorable night 'i 
Never, never xan I be forgetful of the events which 
tthou produced ' \ 

** An early hour prefented the.now ndt defpairin^ 
Altamont. He led his Almira by the hand. Iha'd 
cautioned liim not to'ftiock the delicacy of her feel- 
ings, by a recitiil of the extreniity to which he had 
been precipitated ; and he had been difcreet enough 
-to follow my ad vice. 'He had fimply infonned her 
that Heaven had fent him a friend, and this iriforma- 
^tionhad proved fufficient to excite the moft'Kvely emo- 
tions. Altamont began a fpeech expreffive of his 
' gratitude ; but I cut him fhort, ^y decilively pronoun- 
-cing, that fiite had oi-dained me eternally his debtor. 
My difordercd countenance, and the energy of my 
manner, alarmed him-; and he in liis turn became 
doubtful of wy reafon. I gave him, however, a fim- 
j>le relation of fadls. I hel4 up fiie divine pages. Had 
' I not met thee ; had 1 not tonfented to deliver to thee 
«liat dividend of .our common Father's ixvtexeft, witih 

'^'lucli 
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:, which he ha? ^ntrufted me. ftr thy. behoof, I had ngt 
met tliefe hlpfled records ; I had not received intelli- 

.gence, which hath communicated to my foul immeaf- 

.urable felicity. /Thus amply^ hath our God regarded vie 

for defignlng an aft of common jufttce. 

" Grateful tears of rapture, it will not be doubt- 
ed, we- mingled. Every thine was ^ (peed ily adjufted 

,tQ the complete iatisfaftion.or Altanxont .ai^d his Al- 

;mira. With the firft fbip, I embarjced for America, 
llie name of Colonel Worthington, of NewrHaveh, 
was mj clue 5 and I bore with me the heaven inlpired 
Magazines. From Colonel Worthington I learned 
.every necclfary particular. I was told,, my /on, of 
•your, intended voyage, of the 'confequent anguifli of 

.my daughter's foul. I blefs God that I am. in time 

.'to prevent its profecution. Every .individual fh^ re- 
ceive his dues ; thatgoo4 young man, ypMi forbearing 
fr'tendy the benevolent Seymour — every one fhaH be 
happy I" 

Unwilling to leave, the curiofity of the reader un* 

.gratified, during the tardy revolution of another 
month, I have felt myfelf neceffitated to curtail the 
narrative of Mr. Melworth. Many ufeful obferva- 

^ions are omitted.. The frequent interruption, breaks, 
and paufes, oqcafioned by the fufceptibility. of Mrs* 
Hamilton, and the agitation of hex father ; the 
unbounded and venerating gratitude of Edward ; and 
the combining admiration, and rapt felicity of our 

.whole party ; all this was in courfe, and to every thing 
of this fort, I niiuft repeat, that the filently expfelBve 
touches of that vivid pencil, which is found in the 

. glowing hand gf fancy, can alone ^o^ juftice. 
. Already our young people have refumed their ele- 
gant family feat. Mifs Clifford is ftill the companion 

:x£ Margaretta* Amelia Worthington is npW a congrat- 
ulating vifitor at Hamilton-Place.. Mr. Melworth is 
for the prefent a refident in thatfweetly romantic man- 
fion ; and this very morning, the fecon4 day of Julyi 

. one tlioufand feven hundred and ijinety-four, witjief- 

^ fmg the birtli of a daughter to M(argaretta, hath feem- 
^d to complete our family felicijtyw 

No. XXX. 
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Indulgent nature breathes a plaftie glow, 
From -whif h unnttiftber 'd foft endearments flow.; 
About the heart her kindred ties (lie flings, 
And clofclf twines the iympathctic ftriogs ; 
Her (UveT'Cord with touch magnetic draxw, 
' And yielding minds corifefs her gen'ral laws. 

'^TT' HE ' multifark)iis Hgameats which bind i&m- 
X ilies together^ bdng the handy-wdrk of na- 
^ture," and eilentially or cloiely interwoven "Witk our 
- ^ziftence^ that fhock^mufl be indeed violent) that can 
burft them afunder. It is true that a long continued 
"fcries of difobligation may obfcure the vivid glow of 
jhofe images, 'vlrhich nature and habit have impreifed 
'Upon the kitell^^l. Unkindnefs is the opaque body, 
' which intercepts the funny beams of luminous and in- 
born tendemefs ; but the eclipfe is feldom total, and 
the chcewng in^uence of affedion is frequently invig- 
4n»ted| and'<)ften becomes the more tranfcendent, for 
' lihe mjom^m^ry €bfttu6feion, by which it feemed well 
tkest enveloped. 

Surely that heart muft be ilrangely deficient, which 
thepkaiing fenfations that are attendant upon the 
firft ftage «f heing, bath not indelil;>ly hnpreifed ; 
!3k^, that mind is unwarrantably implacable, which^ 
intrenched by inexorable inflexibility, is incapable of 
* being roufed to the tendcmefs of recolledion \ which 
is not Ibftened by the rdmonftrances of nature, fur- 
ni^ed with arguments, dre^ivn from a feries of endear- 
ing and <rubftant)ally« beneficial proofs, of a generous 
^attachment. Yet I know thel^ are a variety of com- 
iHtftibles, whichtaltho¥i«jh'peth%ps-iM>t radically natives 
' of dbe human foil, ha.vi^, however, obta^d a^owth 
dieiaeiny.aEiid oiLce*ta^ing.&r«,it is difficult to fay where 
4he coafti|prat»on ms^ end. I am aVare there arc ia- 
'j«x^ which prkte tttid felf «ftimaiioii> conitder as uiw 
v^rdonahle. It is a. melancholy truth, there, are ob- 
'49B:aie: heaurts ; «mjk it v^jMt tb«|t (t^ftr^g winds 
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of paflion maj obliterate, or uproot from, the bo- 
fom every proper fenfation of the foul. But grant- 
fng that the empoifoned plant may become rampant 
in the rancorous breaft, the Gleaner, while engaged in 
the routine of his profeflion, hath at no moment bound 
himfelf to feledl the noxious vwced ; he eonfefles he is 
fond of culling the flowers of humanity, and that, with 
thefe, as often as may be>'he 4s folicitous to fumilh 
and adorn his page. 

• "1*0 the well regulated mind, the contemplation df 
•family harmony is inexprcffibly plealing. The phi- 
lanthropic {peculator views the -little fbciety unaltera- 
bly attached, bound together by the ftrong cords a£ 
•mutual aflPedion, and rifmg fuperior to the adverfe in-» 
fluence of feparate or feHilh claims, as a miniature of 
•that vaft family of man, which futurity *ihall fet col- 
•leded under the protecting aufpices of a bertign and 
'paternal God. Ord«-, -unbroken confidence, -celeftial 
•tendemefs, energetic love — in (his auguft affembly, 
thefc (hall all triumphantly -officiate. Peaceful an- 
gels fhall hover round ; difcord fhalliind no entrance 
•there; oflPences (hall *heiio more; but truth, fky ro- 
bed innocence, unimpeached integrity, unblemilhed 
Virtue, and undeviating holinefs, fnall be dflabiifhed, 
from everlafling to evei4afling, and of their domifiion there 
JJoall he no end* Yes, it is pleafkig to tvace the ftrik^ 
/ing refemblance which is exemplified in the animated 
fketch. Mild, affedlionate and judicioufiy indulgent 
parents ; duteous and confiding fons and daughters ; 
mutually complacent, and unequivocaHy attached 
•brothers and fifters. The royal bard ^ Jfrael, fhiking- 
ly, feelingly, and poetically delineates the family of 
love : ** Behold honu goody andiyo^ pleasant It is for hretb* 
ren to dmjell together in unity.** Well might the (acred 
•poet (ummon the aid of a iplendid fancy, add arreft 
the nioft Qxprefiive figures to imag^ the ^e dk&a 
and pleaiing utility" bi domeftic complacency ; the 
rich perfumes which confecratcd the anointed prieft of 
the Hebrew tribes, the fertilizing dew defcehding up" 
en H^xmxLjk T€rdsw.t-/wunit^ «9$l rcfiing^ with » 
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lual influence VEpon the adjacent eminence ; thefe but. 
jQiadQW forth the fublimity of that union, upon which- 
6or God hath commanded a blefUng, which originates • 
a dignified and blifsful immortality. 

Yes, it:i« j>leafing to trace the ftriking refemblance 
which is exemplified' in the animated fketcfa.^ The 
contemplation of domeftic harmony foothes and ele- 
vates the mind, and although it is undeniably true,; 
that the philofopher will extend his regards from the 
little group which confUtutes his relative circlcyto friends y ■ 
U c^ufztryt .to the wiiverfe at large ^ until he cwnnences a 
titizen4>f the domain of heaven ; yet he will not rcfufe tO' 
^knowledge thofe ardors, thofe hopes, and thofe fears, 
"which upon his opening mind, in the white winged, 
hours that marked his r.viwn of- being, were, by the« 
ftrong; hand oi nature, irrevcrfibly; engraved. 
■ Affedtion is very properly faid to defcend 5 and it iS' 
generaJly true, that while we venerate with piotts duty 
the authors of our being, while our hearts are warm- 
ed for them* by love and reverence, we are in the fame. 
moment . impelled, to- acknowledge for our offspring^^ 
augmented and more energetic tendernefs.. Nature, 
it is faid, hath: implanted thefe fuperioi; and irrefifti-- 
hie fenfations, for the purppfe of nerving our efforts 
for theprefervation and advancement of the infant 
candidate ; but, be this as it may, in whatever wife 
regulations it hath originated, the fa6t is indubitable. . 
Eaiaily ties of every defcription are varioufly refpedt- 
able, and varioufly eftimable,. in their various depart-- 
ments : I have been lately led to an appreciation of 
their comparative vakie by a difquifition on which I> 
was a filent attendant, ,that aimed, at deciding what 
relative charader defer ved the pf cference. The invefti- 
gation vfsiS rather curious than important ; but it ferv- - 
cd, however, to amufe, during a vacant hour^ which- 
zni^t have been worfe appropriated. 

The attachment of a well informed and tender fa-- 
tjaer, to an amiable and grateful daughter, has been - 
feid to refemble that which is experienced by a guar- 
dian angel, to the being who is committed to his charge 

^ ' —tender,. 
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-— tendeis delicate^ anddivefted of all th^t can debafey^. 
the paternal eye regards with immcsrfurable com- 
placencjy his beauteous, fais dependent child ^ and the^ 
fineil feelings of bis foul become embodied. To pro*, 
tcft her from every ill He is fedulouffy attentive; his? 
jadicioufr cautions hover round her inexperienced fteps j* 
his protefting arm would prefent the invulnerable 
ihield ;• and his aufpices are tbofe of wifdom. Ever- 
vigilant, ever upon his guard, to fave her, even from; 
the Mnputation* of difhonour, he would confider his 
life as a comparatively trivial facrifice. It is truc^ 
that he is impaffioned, but his ardours . are thofc of 
virtue ; his affeftions are pure, innooent, laudable, . 
elevated, and refined ; and, originating itl nature, orig- 
inating in God, they, will be jierft^ed in heaven* All • 
this is irrefragably juft, and ydt I take leave to ob-^ , 
ftrve, that tht fraternal departnaent, when filled by a 
good and virtuous nundu more exa<5ll:y anfwers the • 
ideas which I have indulged, of that attendant cher- 
ub, ordained to tread with holy vigils, the delUned' 
patib of the expelling voyager. In contemplating the- 
charafter of a father, however beneficial its offices, , 
we can hardly forbear recollecting, that, having pro- 
duced the being which is cherifhed, the confequent a^ 
tachment may be the refult of that filJl/h princtplf^ 
T^hich fo univerfally, more or lefs, aijhiates the humaa 
mind; and, it is, undeniably true, that the operation 
o£ 2L feifijh principle eflentiaHy diminiflies the luftre of; 
,the moft beneficial and exemplary adtion. 

A brother, it hath been divinely oblerved. Is bom . 
fop adverfity ; a gentle a^td confiding female can hard- - 
ly boaft a more agreeable or difinterejied relation ;^. 
the general arrangements of nature authorizes a hope,, 
that his prote<Stioh will continue coeval with her mor- 
tal career, and if he fulfils the duties <^the fraternal: 
ml^me, he will ftill continue a natural, patronizing, and- 
confolatory refource. What eye i$ not charmed by a 
view of the marked and delicate attention, .which is! 
paid by an elegant young man to the gentle and ac- 
c6mpliih^d maiden, who is the. daughter ^ bis father;- 
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and of his mother. Grant that opportunities of this 
kind are extremely rare, the fenfations derived there-^ 
from are, neverthelefs, in a fuperior degree, pleafing^ 
The attachment of a brother to a fitter, if it is genu- 
ine and fincere, if it correfponds with the defignation; 
df unadulterated and upright nature, partakes the ex-; 
quifite delicacies and refinements of love, devoid of 
its tumultuous caprices^ or intercfted and ungovernable 
fervors ; with inefiahle fatisfaflion it yields that pre* - 
tedlion, to which nature and educaticm combine to give 
the fex a claim.- It is not ftinted in its regards j it is 
tender, elevated and refined ; it is generous and com-f 
raunicable ; it i-s fympathetic and permanent. A true 
brother unites the duties of the /tf/^r»^/y with the more 
equal, iweet>.and focial pleafuresof the fraternal in- 
tcrcourfe 5 the heart of a. brother hefitates not to ac- 
knowledge the Uand, endearing, and indifibluble ties^ 
of amity. A true brother is at all times a guardian 
friend ; he rejioiceth in his fraternity ; and, I repeat, 
that his attachment! may claim kindred with thofe fen- 
timents,- which are flipp^^ed to annate the tenderly- 
watchful feraph, who, com^miflioned by the high court 
of Heaven, enters with the firft moment of our exift- 
ence upon his truft, and fulfils his celeilial mifiion, by 
attending through:. every ftageof life his progrefllng^ 
charge. 

Richardfon^ exhibits thie chai;?i^er> proper to a broth- 
er^ in the moft vivid and glowing hues ; but if his^ 
Grandifon originated not in fi^ion, the portrait doubt*^ 
lefs owes manyembellifhments to the incomparable 
pen. of that inimitable wiiten It is a melancholy fa^» 
that eminent virtue, of whatever defcriptiouj is a gen> 
tliat the hand of natui^, however indulgent, hath too 
feldom produced. Yet, for the honour of humanity* 
I>cannot deny myfelf the gratification of affirming that 
I, at this moment, contemplate more thanone brother 
who hath uniformly fupported that endearing charadkr« 
Who, as far as circiun Stances have called uiem fort)if 
have amply .proved ^eir title to rank ia the /zxwr^mdi 
nxith Rioharifon^s finely imagined ielmuUiUh, 

S-b.2. Mock. 
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Much do I reg^ret that I am not authorized to name 
thofe fair examples, which, through, a coorfc of years, 
I hare been accuftomed to admire. But the embiaz* 
entng r^ice of fame might pofiibly tinge their cheeks 
with the hue of difapprobation ; ibr it i$ t:ertainl7 true, 
that genuine merit •* Dofr good b;^ Jiealth^ and hlujhing 

findi ttfatne** 'Yet, if, while fketching the outlines 
of chara^ers fo replete with excellence, their celebritj 
iK6uld induce the finger of perception to pokitoutthe 
Irring portraits, the Gleaner prefumes he ougbt not 
to be made refponfible for confequences whicfa^ hj the 
foreign t^ailts wherewith he hath ftudiouJ9]r dIrerSfied 
kis defcriptkms, he hath been folicitous to avoid. It 
is indubita^f an exalted and fublime kind of pUafure 
which we derive from a view of trairfcendent worth ;: 
and that writer (hould at leaft be coafidered as vetual, 
who, fond of contributing to enjoymemt refulting from-. 
an unexceptionable fource, iacarefulto colIe6fc inttance^ . 
which adorn and elevate his fpeoies. ^A^ laudable mo- 
tive isjuftly adiintted as an-advocate for the pTOpriety. 
1^ of an a^ion. If it iflues pure from, the fountain «f. 
redHtude, we are not, I have conceived, to be regarded, 
as refponfible, forthe adventitious mixtures whidi at 
may connedl,'as it winds its courCe through the mmsky. 
grounds of opinion, malevolence, mifconception or de* 
traftion. But, be this as it may, the reflections ta^ 
which this cffay owes its being, hav^ orij^nated in a-, 
view of real life ; and- the probability iJ, Aat- if vinu-< 
eus, informed. and judicious parents were mitltiplfed* 
among us, family attachment' would becontiimed, and- 

' individuals, branching out intheir fevtnd 'diredionsy . 
would ftill, however, reverting t0 their- atici^nt ftoek», 
continue encircled by the bonds of amity. Chancer 
may fome time preferve itsslfcendency over eiucatkn / 

■ lut education will, neverthcl%fs,'reniaiil a powerful; 
agent in the formation both of the heart anddie man- 
ners ; and obfervdtion convinces tis, if the prhecifmls 
edubit a^tpatierHy the family will generally be- en- 
dowed with the virtaiSi the g/'aceif and the ek^amt <f 
iumanitj* • *** «-*• - ' - -- - .♦ 
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Happy in my connextons^^I haxte knomm vuoiy charac*- 
tffri highly vnotthj <^ imitation. I have knovm &thers. 
digiufie4 by the integrity of their hearts, the deamefs 
eftheix aoderftandings^ and thehiimane and indulgent 
lib^^ty of their fent^itents. I have known mothers^ 
ivhoy ftiperior to the frivolity and <want of character^ 
wrhick is rendered by education^ and Jubfequent events ^ pC" 
€tdiarly feminine^ have cpntrilmted much, to the emdU 
igLhient and db^ation of their family^ Faffefling 
minds capacious and extenfively cultivated^ truth 
4feem« to receive from their lips additional Qrnament ; 
they exprefs theniielves with el^ance^ preclfiony and 
Auency— -their • language is the language pf propriety^ 
and they add a grace t^ every fentiment which they 
litter: the ficicerity and candom* of their dcCpoiitions 
are equaBedohly by the franknefs whidi is confpicu- 
«us in the maaneirsy and gendeman-like deportment oT 
ibesr reipedaUe coadjutors in the voyage of life, and. 
all their plspis for the regulation of thofe who are en* 
4ta^lM t<Mi»eiir caFe, aro^ marked by w^dom and una-^ 
«izntty. 

From ibch parents we exped a refult happy for xkt 
'mdividuals immediately under their tuition, and aui^i-^ 
aious to £3ciety at large. They w^l early endeavour 
'to endow the i»i|ids of thofe fans and daughters*, 
whom they rear to maturity, with the fortitude fo* 
HeceCary in die- voyage of life ; they willfalhion in. the- 
cf>e&ing mad, adi^ofkion ip^ich vtrill teach accoznmo* 
-djfttkiii'lx) die unavoidable evils coafequent upon hn-^ 
ittflHiitf \ they will cultivate that fpirit of patient vp-^ 
•llgftsttKNi wJhich is. fo proper for the dependent beingt 
-whoie pflvt it 4s to fubmit ^without a murmur to tw 
-iboka^ of Feovidtmcei and %vhe» called upon to refiga 
aiito tlie bai^ds of ^eir Creator God^ any of thefe 
Ht^ individuals, who are rendered by nature and. 
-kabti incalculably dear, an opportunity being thusfur- 
iwflwidrjto ctnfer^e their prtc9pU by exan^le^ no impious 
ts^^ffions will efcape their lips ; the fighs which thiey 
2lrtB (l»cti, will be the fighs «>f iubmiifion ; witK h^ly 
'jfiqgUkfcaK:^ tbef Jliilb^d t& tbe..d9(xe.es of Hjpaven.;. 

' . • " ia. 
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ife no infbmce violating the coiififtency of their char- 
SL&ers, thcf will fupport with uniform propriety, the 
ChrifUan name, and ? they will poffefs tiat applaufe 
which fhould invariably attend the benevolent and the 
good. In the families of-fuch parents, regularity prci 
lides* The momine is ufhered in by the devout 
breathings of cheerfiu- and folemnized.fpirits, and the 
return of ^*'fiherfuited evenings* witnefcth. their grate-, 
ful and pious orifons. The various duties ef humanity 
are pundhially difcharged, and thei hours^ of leifure 
are uniformly devoted to the cultivation of the minds 
of thofe children j whom they defign as natural frkndi 
to each other i and as ufefiil and ornamental members of 
the community to which they appertain.*. 

It was from fuch« a ftock that the venerable and 
truly refpeftable ■ Hortenfius <lefcended ; ;and, having 
marked with uncommon fatisfaiOtion the ferene plea& 
ures whicli? gild the evening of his days^ we wave the 
privilege of a novelift, whefe charafter < places m his 
gift a choice of heroes, and hazard the mentioning a . 
charader, the original of which, having continued 
tferough revolving years the boaft of fratemal.records, , 
may perhaps iiHmed»atery« occur tO' the reader, whe 
is at all converfant in tht lin; jof thofe wf>rthies, that in . 
our Columbism world Itave giveii ip}eiadar to the pre& 
- ent day* 

HortenfiUs was bted to- bufinefir said Ms- probitf - 
through alllthe complicated fcenes in- whi<^ he hath 
•been engaged hath remained unimpeached* FrugaS- • 
•ty and induilry are confiderable traits in ius <Jiarao- 
^ter ; his efforts are crowned wiUh fucoefsy ;md be is in 
pofTeffion of affluence. A fev«re diikppoiatment in : 
jearly life, relative to the maiden- of his ele^on, Reel- 
ed his heart againft every fubfequeoit approach of the 
tender paffion, and ambictons of the tide« Gititien of tie . 
Woridt he devoted hixnielf to a feries-<rf' beneficent ao* 
tions, confulting in every movement the fdiicuy of tte 
family of man. 

Hbrtenfias was exemplary as a ion, and it was oae 
offais principal exyoytt€ttS|^ll(f«0l/4r ' 
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4gf^/' bis pase]ttscontmuedim.Iife totoctrane old age^,,, 
and aft^r gently floping for them their paflag^ outoC 
tiBie, he Ikid them decently in the eatth, bedewing; 
dieir exit witha manly and a filial tear. In the me^ 
tropoHss vfaere ht was uibered into beingt l»e hat^ 
foftained through fiteceeding yeai^s, and in^idbi tmblemi> 
tftedrefrntatiooy the office of' an a]^r%ht and iznpax^ 
tant ma^iftrate^ , and he is beloved and re^ieded.ai 
litiiverfaliy as he is kno^wn. HortenTmsls learned* re»> 
ligious and cheerful) iand his liberality is only circumi. 
icrihed by his abilities. Bt2t if yqn would give the 
^nifhing touches to \ht ehai:a<5ter : of HorteafiuS) yoa . 
^ufl borrow "the pen of his fiiler. 

This amiable woman, althpugh.apcnllonsed .to his ^ 
benignity^.eaa hardly i^ention himy efpeciaUy if yoik 
)^dveFt to lus benevolence> without tears* T(V the oor 
3»eroiiis family, of which he is the h^ad^ he at once 
ciifcfaarges the duijes o£ a parent* and a brpth^n' $ but* , 
1^ her, he is con^ered as meriting epil^het^ more tea^ 
tter-^ more Fe^f>e€tM9,aqdmor6; eaqvrefi^ than kngisis^* 
hath yet fafhioned ; and her tongue untired, delights 
to ^iq>atiate \ipon, his many virtues. . &ht^ was • in the . 
Idoom of 1& .widowed of her deafe^ h^ofies, and t&e 
feourvfh^h m^^^ed, th^ exit of him, with whom iKt. 
Iiad et<?haQged ker youthiul vdws^ who had l>een the 
deliberate choice both of afFe£li&sv^d of judgment^, 
ted to whom. file was devoted by every motile whic&. 
v&n endear a bofom friend, that.fai^ hour, yielded Ker 
a monument of woe ! while the virtues,, of her loft, 
companion, feemed amply to juftify thofe d^monftra-- ' 
tions of heart-felt anguifh, wluch, notwithftiipding th6 , 
length, of years that have fince elapf?d, flie ftill occa- 
fionally indulges. A number of infant* fons- an^ 
daughters, incapableof eftimating the amount of their 
deprivation, while they aiigmented her grief, armed, 
her with refolution to attempt encountering the ills of 
life. Yet, deftitute of prop^erjty, (for a train of pe- 
cuniary misfortunes had preceded the demife of the 
fether of her children) unaccuflomed to any ardu- 
ous effort, and rendered, imbecile by foijoWf the prob- 



ab|fo|r hf flie aonft have &nk under tke prelTure of 
calaxnitf; . - • « 

But Hortenfius iaw, hb pitied, and. he flew to ref«^ 
cue. . A commodious and elegant habitation was -prcr 
aared i his fifteiL.andbher littk family were put into 
immediate poffeffion thertof ; midf taking apartments 
Cor htmfeU liader^tiie fame r oof^he became her folacei 
her coiBpaaiof]^ and her prote^or ; and he was, at 
once, the guardian^ the fupport, and the preceptor of 
her chiidreob . Their educatioa has been the mod lib- 
craLwhich<sOur country can afford v.her eldell fon ir 
aowa hanifter of^liftingnifhed emtne^e ; herdaughf 
ters are apportioned and mairied into the genteeleft 
fanulieSy andthgy;are confidered as ornaments of their 
ibx ; while the glad emotion& of; their grateful hearts 
unrefervedly hail the good HortenJdus-asrtheir father 
and theiri friend ; aod >th<^y equitably acknowledge 
higher obligations ;to. him, than. they could have . owed 
t» the aumor of their beings, whofe indiipenfabU, 
duty it. would have been«.to have reaxsd and cheriihedi 
them*. 

A view of Hortenfius, placed in the midft of the 
charming group, is gratifying, to the bell feelings of 
the :heart j.ihe eJEperieucesthe rapture, of, a parent^, 
while the.childreu irf.his affeftionate bouaty, attache4» 
by affinity*. gratitude, love, and ^ veoerati^ni behold, 
him as a guardiaA.feraph^ clothed Jn the habiliment^.. 
of humanity, by that watchful Providencei who d^ 
figned him their benefa^or, their guide, and their truly 
mumficent refouree ! Doubdefs, the BxCt of blefllngs> 
will, be found in his train. Nay» he is already in poA 
f^ffign of that ^'fweffi peace of mindy ^iiah.. gopdmjs tfi^ 
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Tiifh'how we may, avoid ft ^MWr^c "Will, ♦ 

• Innate convkHoa muft attend us fittt ; 
' SUUgicm ibUaiars as cur. ^ardian iHade, 
Ardent to blefs, though unpioufly betray 'd. 
'" Our every breath Omnlpotertce proclaims ; 

A God Omnific varied nature names ; ' 

•The breeze is his— thcnprtJoting whirlwind's roar-^ 
The gentle nil— ^the waves of every (hore ; 
'Tis God dtre<^s. the day— and God the nighty 
As cril he fpake, and >fature fpran^ .to light. 

NO — ^Atheifm will never do. TPhe prime proctrrcr 
and roinifier of the French arrangements, at 
leilgth accedes to this axiom ; and Gallia, having guil» 
lotined her fovereign, and blalphemoufly fought tcr 
^throne "and annihilate the Monarch of Heaven, be- 
comes, hi herprefcntrelblutions, folicitotis to re-eftab- 
V& the Deity in her fyftems, to inveft the Supreme 
"mth thofe divine lionours, which the language of na- 
ture hafteth to beftow, which the didates of reafon in- 
variably -award. 

Oppofedjfrom principle, to diofe fknguinary decrees, 
which,, pronouncing the death-warrant of whole heca- 
tombs bf thy {pccies, fail not to'lct loofe-the dogs of 
war, I will confefs, that I have not felt for the name 
of Robcfpierre any of thofe cordialities which confti- 
tute the aggregate of amity. The anarchy and con- 
Tequent enormities^^prevalent in France, together with 
th0fe licentious principles, which have apparently been 
fo generally embraced, I have confid^-ed as replete 
with incalculable cvOs, as the baleful precurfors of ev- 
ery ill which scan ajBlLdl humanity! Such my fehti- 
ments, I expe)fi:ed sot from the report ^ Robcfpierre, 
thofe fbong and glowing fenfations, which, whenever 
I attend to the voice of truth, moft delightfully expand 
my foul — But I have r^ad — and, charmed with the 
prevalent cofUtour o£ tlie compofition, the energy . and 
huxjLtj q£ the didiom^ and the demoaftrative prqpnetf 

\ and 
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•^apd fubfimity of the obftrvations — ^whik I do homage 
'- to the tranflator, I cannot but join my fuflfragc to thofe 
^applatifes, by which America has msulced the nevj-^cfH 
piety of the French politician. 

It is true that, as being a^mcmber of the.profceOsiiit 
community, I am neceffitatcd, by liiy ei«ed, to re- 
noimce all fupplications made to faints, whatever cclstt 
may have attended their canonization. I may not 
feel at liberty to cry out, ** Oh ! San6hi Rttbrfpierri^ 
ora fro m^ii ;" yet if he, in reaUty^ 4hall at length 
•puriue the tniid dilates c^ truth alld reafan^ every fenti* 
ment of my foul will combine to wifh^him God fpeed. 
An admirer of the report' in the ^ofs, I yet eoiiceive 
Aat the foHovmg excraa» can -^rdly be too ofteir 
repeated, cam fcarcelybe too ftrongly inculcated, ot 
too deeply engraven upon ilie tablets of refle6^n. 
^* What was the wifk of thofe, who, in the bofom of 
the confpiracies with "which wc ^were fiirrounded, in 
the midil of the embarraffmctits of fochr a war^ at the 
momcnt^while'the torch of civil diicord was ftitt fmofe* 
tng, fuddenly attacked all kinds of worfiiip by violenccp* 
to eftabhik themfelves as the furious ^^poftks of anni-r 
hilation, and as the fanatic miffionsaies of atheiinA^ 
Attend oi^ to die happinefs of your couoitry and the 
interefb of humanity; cherijh all epinkns and inftitiH 
iians *whtch confoU and elevate the mind ; fejeA thofe 
which tend to degrade and cotmipt thtfm ; revive and 
exah all thofe generous fendniients «iiKi - thofe great 
moral ideas which they liave 'wiihed -to extingnilh ; 
reconcile by the charms of friendfliip^^ and the htrnds tf 
virtue J thofe citizens nohom they have^vijbed ta divide. 
Who has Ptven tkw ihe wtpian of annowKing to thepevi 
fk^ that the Deity does not/ex^t? To you who arc at** 
tached to this barren dodh-ine, and. who asemot anr*' 
mated m^he caufe of your covaxtTf^^^at advantages 
you derive ^cxmi' perfkading man ikat a BiMjUrce prejiim 
in hii deftiny^ and ftr ikes by chance hit vifttu^ -orchis vket ; 
«fiaf that* his fotd is onh a tfas^smt 'kweaih iiMeh ir ektim 
guijhedatthe tomb ? WUl iheidetg^hb mtOtihtim in^ 
Mm ^ith\nmt4fmfii at mem^mmj^/mt^mti 4iM»<lM 
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'T^hirifMmortaMty ? Will it infpire him with more re* 
'fptA for his fellovr men; or for himfclf ; more attadh* 
'ffient tohis country* more firmneis in braving t^ran* 
-ny ; mor^^^ntempt for death or j^eafure*^ 21??/ nuho ff- 
gnt a virtuous friend^ do you not delight' to refied that the 
9mft valuMe part of him has efcaped deceafef You who 
-weep over the corpfe of a fon ^or^a wife, are you corifd' 
ed by him nvho fells you that nothing more of them remains 
'than a^ vile heap of-duft P Unfortunate men, who expire 
-under the (broke of anafTaffin! your laft fighisan appeal 
\to eternal juftice 1 Innocence, on the fcaffold, makes 
the tyrant turn pale in his triumphal car : Would 4t 
liave this afocndency if the tomb put upon a level the 
oppreffor and the oppreffed ? Miferable fophift ! from 
wh^ce do you derive this right of rending from in- 
nocence the fceptre of reafon, and of placing it again 
in the hands of viee ; to throtij a melancholy veil over na* 
turey to drive misfortune to defpmr ; to encourage vice, 
' to afilid virtue, to degrade humanity ? The more a man 
is endowed ^ith fenfibility and genius^ the more is he (tt^ 
' Cached to tho/e ideas ivhich aggrandize his hei/jg, and *which 
'elevate his mind } and the doSrine of men of this charaSer 
^Jhould become that of the univerfe, 

" Ah I how can thofe ideas diflFer -from truths At 
leaft I cannot conceive -^how nature could have fiig- 
geftcd to man -any /<??/>// more nieful than diefe real* 
*Hies ; and if the exiftence of a God, if the immortality 
6f the foul, were only dreams, they would ftill remain 
the moft fplendid of all the conceptions of the human 
mind. 

" The idea of the Supreme Being, and the immortal- 
ity of the foul, is a continual invitation to juftice : It is 
then focial and republican. He who can replace die 
Deity in the fyftem of focial life, is, in my opinion, a 
m-odigy of genius ; and he, who without having re- 
placed hiji>» only endeavours to banifti him from the 
mind of man, appears to me a prodigy of ftupidity or 
perverfity. If the principles I have liitherto develop 
^d are errors, I am deceived in what the world unite 
to revere* Qbferve with what art Ce&r, pleading m 
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the Roman .fenatc in favour of the accomplices of 
Cataline, loft himfelf in digFeffion againft the do^inc 
of the immortality of the foul 5 fo well calculated did 
thefe ideas appear to him, to dtftirtguifh in the hearts 
-of the judges the energy of virtue ; fo clofely did the 
caufe of vice appear to him, cohnefted •with that of 
Athcifin. Cicero, on the contrary Invoked agahxft the 
traitors both the fword of the law and the thunder of 
the gods. Socrates, when dying, converfed with his 
friends on the immortality of the foul. Leouidas, at 
Thermopyles, fupping with his companions iu sahxis, 
at the moment of executing the moft herofc de^^o 
that human virtue ever conceived, invited them for the 
next day to another banquet in a «ew life. 

" A great man, a real hero, efteems hhnfetf too much 
to be pleafed with the idea of his annihilation. A vil- 
lain, contemptible in his own eyes, and horrible in 
thofe of other men, perceives that nature cannot afford 
him a more fplendid boon than that of his annihilatioiL 
Religion collefts mankind together, and by eo&e&ktg 
them together you will render them better ; for when 
men are thus aflembled, they endeavour to plea/e each 
other, which can only be effeded by thofe things that 
render them eftimable. Give to their reunion a great 
moral and political motive, and the love of virtuous 
things will, with pleafure, enter their hearts ; for man* 
kind do not fee each other without pleafare." 

I had but recently perufed the whole of this very 
excellent moral report, when one of the heft informed, 
and moft fentim'ental of my friends, put into my hands 
a piece fele^ed from the London Morning Chronitle 
of November 29, 1793. 

To the matured judgment of this friend I am in th^ 
habit of paying high deference ; and he conceived, that 
whether we regarded the little narration jas a fa^ft, or 
sih ingenious reproof of the condu<ft of the predomi- 
nant party in France, it contained a fufficient quantum 
of good fenfe to merit prefervation. It is a proper 
fupplement for the' celebrated report of Robefpierre, 
afid in my office of caterer for my readers, perhaps I 

could 
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eotild not do better tlian to offer it to their acceptance. 
I fubjoin h, therefore, with an added wilh, that it may 
contribute as largely to their pleafuresr as it did to the 
fatisfaftion of the Gleaner. 

" A few days after the biftiop of Paris and his Cl- 
ears had fet the example of renouncing their clerical 
eharadler, a curi from a village on the banks of the 
Rhone, followed by fome of his pariihioners, with an 
offering of gold, filver, faints' chalices, rich veftments, 
&c. prefented himfelf at the bar of the houTe.- The 
fight of the gold put the Convention in very good hu- 
mour, and the curi, a thin venerable looking man, 
with grey hair, was ordered to fpeak. I came, faid 

he, from the village of j where the only good 

building Handing (for the chatteau has been pulled 
down) is a very fine church ; my parifhloners beg you 
will take it to make a hofpital for the fick and wound- 
ed of both parties, they being equally our countrymen ;. 
the gold' and filver, part of which we have brought 
you, they entreat you will devote to the fervice of the 
State ; and that you will caft the bells into cannon, tty 
drive away its foreign invaders. For myfelf I am coma 
with great pleafure to reiign my letters of ordination, 
o^ indudion, and every deed of title, by which I have 
been conftituted a member of your ecclefiaftical polity.. 
I am ftrll able to fupport myfelf with the labour of my 
hands, and I beg you to believe that I never felt fin- 
cerer joy than I nOw do in making this renunciation—- 
I have longed to fee this day ; I fee it,, and am glad.'*' 

"When the old man had done fpeaking, the ap- 
plkufes were immoderate. You are an hone ft man,, 
faid they . allat once ; a brave fellow, you do not be- 
lieve in God ; and the Prefident advanced to give him 
the fraternal embrace. The curi did not feem greatly 
elated with thefe t-okens of approbation ; he retired- 
back a few fteps, and thus refumed his difcourfe : 

•* Before you applaud my fentiments, it is fit you un- 
derftand them ; perhaps they may not entirely coincide 
with your own. I rejoice in this day, not becaufe I 
'^ttifii.toice religion degraded, but becaufe I wiih to fee 

it 
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it exaltedand purified. By diflblTing Its alliaiife with ^ 
the State, you give it dignity and independence; you 
ha^-^ done it a. piece of. fervice which its well-wifhers . 
would never have had courage to render it, but which ,. 
is the only thing wanted to make it appear iaits gen- 
uine luftre and beauty. Nobody will now fay of me, . 
when I am performing the office^^of .my religion — It is . 
his trade— he is paid fbr telling the people fuch and . 
fuch things-^he is hired to keep up a uieful piece of ' 
imimmery. They cannot now fay this4 and therefore 
I feel myielf.raifed in my, own efteem, and fhall fpeak: 
to them with a confidence and franknefs, which before j 
this I never, durft venture to aiTunae. . 

" We refign, without relufftance, our gold and fJver 
images and embroidered veftments, becaufe that we 
have never found, that looking upon gold or filver 
made the heart more pure, or the aflfeftions more 
heavenly : We can alfo fpare our churches ; for the - 
heart that wifhes to hft itfelf up to God, will never be - 
at a lofs for room< to do it in ; — ^but we cannot. ijpare - 
our religion, becauie, , to. tell you the truth, we never - 
had .fa much occaTion for it. I underftand that you* 
accufe us priefts of having told the people a great . 
many falfehoods. I fuppofe. this, may have been the 
cafe ; but till this day we have never been allowed to . 
inquire, whether the things which we taught them . 
were true or not. . You required wa formerly to rtcei ve r 
them. all without proof, and you now would have us 
reje(5l them all without difcrimination* Neither of 
thefe modes of conduct become philofbphers, fuch as . 
you would be thought to be. I am going to employ - 
myfelf diligently, aJong with my p,arilhionei:s, to lift 
the wheat from the bran, the true froia the falfe : If ' 
we are not.fuccefsful, we fhall be at leaft fincere. 

** I do fear, indeedj that while! wore thofe veftments 
which we have brought you, and fpoke in the' large - 
gloomy building which we have given up to you, I 
told my poor fiock many idle flories. I cannot but - 
hope, however, that tlie errors we have fallen into- 
hay.e not been very material, fmce the village has in ^ 
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general been fober and gqod ; the peafants are honeft,, 
dociky and laborious; the hufbands love: their wives,, 
and the wives their hufbands; they are fortunately 
not too rich to be compaffionate, and they have con- 
ftantly relieved the iick and fugitives of all parties, . 
whenever it has lain in their way. I think, therefore,, 
what I have taught them cannot be fo very much, 
amifs. You want- to extirpate priefts ;. but will you. 
hinder the ignorant from applying for inflruftion, 
the unhappy for comfort^ and hope, the unlearned. 
from, looking up to the learned.? If you do not, you 
will have priefts, by whatever name you •will order 
them to be called ; but it is certainly not neceflary 
they {hould wear a particular drefs, or be appointed 
by ftate letters^ of ordination. My letters of ordina- 
tion ar^, my zeal, my charity, my ardent love for my 
dear children of the village — if I were more learned,, 
I ihould add my knowledge ; but, alas ! we all know 
"very little ; to man every error is pardonable, but: 
want of humility. 

*^ We have a public walk, with a IpEcading elm treer 
at one end of it, and a circle of green round it, withi 
a convenient bench. Here I Ihall draw together the 
children as they are playing round roe. I mall point, 
to the vines laden with fiiiit,, to the orchard, to the? 
herds of cattle lowing round us, to the dillant hills, 
flxetching one behind another, and they will aflc me: 
how thefe things came ? I Ihall tell them all I kno.w.' 
OF have heard from^ wife men who have lived before; 
me 5 they will be penetrated with love and veneration ;, 
they will kneel, I fhall kneel with them ; they will not 
be at my feet, but all of us at the feet of that good. 
Being, whom we (hall worfhip together ; and thus^ 
they will receive within their tender minds, a religion,. 
The old men will come fometimes from having depof^- 
ked under the green fod one of their companions, andi 
place themfelves by my fide ;. they will look. wilhfuUy- 
at the turf, and anxioufly inquire — Is he gone forever ?' 
Shall ive be foon like him ? Will no morning break over the' 
tomb f When the luicked ceafe from troubling^ ivill thA' 
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good ceafc from doing good? We will talk of thefe things ;^ 
1 will comfort them ; I will tell them of the gpodnefs . 
of God ; I will fpeak.to them of a life to come ; I will . 
bid them hope for a ftate of retribution. 

" In a clear night, when tlic ftaiss flid^ over our 
head, they will aik what thofe bright bodiest.are, and.: 
by. what rulesthey rife and fet ? And we will conyerfe 
about different forms of. being, and diftant worlds, in* 
the immenfity of fpp.ce> governed by the fame laws, . 
till we feel our minds railed from what is grovelling* , 
and refined from wJiat is fordid. 

"You talk, of Nature-r-this is Nature; and if you.- 
could at this moment extinguifhjreligion in the minds, 
of all the world, thus would it be kindled again. You i 
have changed our holy days ;. you have an undoubted . 
right, as our civil governors, fo to do; it is. very im- 
material whether they are kept once in feven days, or - 
once in ten ; fome, however, you will leai^ us, and 
when tliey occur, I Aall tdl thofe who choofe to hear,- 
me, of the beauty and utility of virtue, and of the dig- 
nity of upright Gondu6b. We ihall talk of good men. 
who have lived in the world, and .of the dodlrines they-/ 
have taught ;. and li any of them ha,ve been perfecuted 
and put to death -for theix virtue, we fhall reverence 
their memories the more — I hope in^all this there \s. 
no harm. There is. a book, out of which. I have: 
fometimes taught my people :..It fays, we are to love.- 
thofe who do us hurt, and to pour oil. and. wine into- 
the wounds of a ftranger,; it has enabled my children. 
to bear patiently the fpoiling of their goods, and to . 
g'ive up. their own intereft. to the general welfare. I 
think it cannot be a .very bad book.. . I wifh more of . 
it. had been r,ead in your town ; perhaps you .would 
not have had fo many aiTaflinations and maffacres. In 
this book we hear of a perfon called JESUS ; fome 
worftiip him^as a God ; others, as I ana* told, fay it is - 
wrong to do fo ; — fome teach that he exifted before 
the beginning of ages ; others, that he was • born of. 
Jofepli and Mary. I cannot tell whether thefe contro- 
veriies will, ever be decided ; but iji the mean time, I, 
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think we cannot do otherwife than well in imitating; 
bim 5 for I learn that he loved the, poor y and fwent about 
doing good, 

** Fellow citizens, as I travelled hither from my 
own village, I faw peaiants fetting amongft the finoak- 
ing TVLins of their cottages t rich men and women re-^ 
duced to deplorable, poverty ; fathers lamenting their 
children in the bloom and pride of youth ; and I faid 
to myfetf — tfiefi peopU cannot afford, to part *wsth their- 
rdigioTu. But indeed y^u cannot take it away. ; if, con* 
irary to your firii declaration,, you.choofe to try the . 
experiment, of perfeciuing it, you will only make us, 
prize it the more, and love it the better. Religion,, 
trMe or falfe^ is fo neceflary to the mind of man, that, 
you have already begun to make yourfelves a new. one.. 
You are fowing the fe^ds of fuperftition at the moment 
you fancy you are deftroying fuperftition ; and in twoj 
-er three generations your pofterity will be worfhipping 
fome clumfy idol, with the rights perhaps of a bloody 
Moloch, or. a lafcivious Thamufar. It was not worth, 
while to have been pbilofophers, and deftroyed the 
images of our faints for this ; but let every one choofe 
the religion that pleafes him : I and my parifhioners.. 
are content with ours ; it teaches us to bear the evils . 
your childifh or fanguinajy decrees, have helped to.- 
bring upon the country." 

** The Guri turned his footfteps homeward ; and the^ 
Convention looked for fome minutes on one. anotl>er, 
bpfore they re fumed their 'work of blood J^^ 

Tht Gleaner is aware, that the republlfhing of the^ 
foregoing, cannot fail of unveiling him to the gentle- 
man, from whom, he received the manufcript ; but he 
has fuch perfed jconfidence in tJie indulgence and hon- 
our of the difpofition of his refpeded friend, and in 
that of thofe with wlK}m he ftands immediately con-, 
ne^ed, as to reft afTured that they will not betray a. 
fecret, which he, the Gleaner, hath delayed to reveal* 
tQ the deareft of his aiTociates. 
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Eafy til© biirdcn, lightly borne appears, 
Cbntcnt her. poppies, ftrews— a wand ftic bears^ 
Whofe Qiagic pow-'r can latent peace unfold^ 
Changing the iron to an agt of gold, 

THE value of an equal and accommodating diC- 
pofitton, cannot, I oCFnceive, be too Highly appre- 
ciated, too energetically inculcated, or too often ex- 
patiated upon. Such, and fo frequent are the viciA 
fitudes of life, that an unbending mind, refufmg to^ 
ytdd to that neceflity which is impofed- upon its ex» 
illence, is broken by the boifterous winds which are 
abroad* and too frequently proftrated by thofe calam- 
ities, or adverfe tranfitions, to which an acquiefcent 
fpirit finds it wifdom, with humble patience, to fubmit.. 
"The burden becomes light by being wtll borne."' 
I have not forgot that this is an old adage, but I re- 
peat, tliat its antiquity doth not dedu<ft the fmalleft par**-- 
tide from its rationality ; thefe venerable old faws fre-- 
quently contain the very pith and effence of fentiment,. 
dnd I have often thought that the pen appropriated to* 
the pointing out their excellence, might be much luorje.- 
employed. 

Say, thou difcontentedandrepihingmortal, what emol- 
ument haft thou derived from continually tracing the: 
dark fhades in the pi(5ture ? Haft thou received injuries,, 
and doft thou find thy recompenfe in eternally brood- 
ing thereon ? Do fuch contemplations meliorate thy vir- 
tues, or promote the funfhine of the foul ? Are the ge- 
nial and falutary airs of tranquillity originated or waft- 
ed forward by reflexions, which wound the mind, and. 
fire the bofom with indignation ? 

Health of body, ferenity of foul, fweet complacency,. 
Jprtghtly mirth — ^all thefe are among the viftims of 
cherijhtd^ gloemy and corroding refpitment ! The foul of 
t^ie vfndi^t^'^e Is the region of horror, and the moft 
bla^ SiHt-rfe^leful paflions harbour there. What are 
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the pleafures of the angry man ? It is undeniably tme 
. that h« is his own tormentor ; and if he throws the rein»- 
upon that implacability and inveterate revenee which 
fb fearfully predominate in his breaft, his mou uniform* 
or confirmed enemy could hardly devife means more- 
adequate or better calculated for the deftrudion of his- 
felicity. Have not the attentions I have received beea- 
commenfurate with that merit, with which my felf-par- 
tiality hath invefted me ? Have I to complain of cold» 
indifference or negkdl from thofe upon whom nature, . 
circumftances,. or amity, had furnifhed me with indif- 
putable claims ? Have I not only been defrauded of* 
tliofe dues to which tlie inviolable laws of fociety hath- 
entitled n»e.; but hath infult, and even outrage been* 
alfo added ? Well, it is really a pity-moving fituation^, 
and I ivouU cffrtaitily turn as often as ppjfihle from the vienv, 
Canft thou derive either fatisfaftion or profit from an- 
enumeration of thy grieVances? I pity the malignant 
(pint, which can delight to prey upon food on which- 
the fiends affembled in Pandemonium might joy, to riot* . 
Reader, if thou wert ever angry, th«n haft thou expe-. 
rienced the ravages which ^e war of the paffions mak« 
c{h upon thy peace — ^like all. other wars, defolation. 
fpUows in the train, and reafan can never eftimate their- 
profit } yet, if upon a fair calculation, the fum total, 
proves thee a.fingle drachm, or even a<balf drachm,, 
nay, the Hundredth part of a fcniple the gainer ; I will/ 
then confent that thou fhalt in future vex thyfelf to a. 
(keleton more hideous than-; the brain of fertile poefy- 
ere conjured up, though fickening envy^ or yellow jeal- . 
Oufy, or. fell revenge, ftalked mil in view — »" Yes,'*' 
cried Maria, ** the fenfations which are attendant upon;. 
** the contemplation of a virtuous a6tion> are undoubt- . 
^^-edly divine^ Invould.pajs hy a thoufandfuppofed injuries^ 
"but I would dwell forever upon, the contemplation 
*' of genuine worth- %he reflexions nuhicb are the acconi' 
**'pa?2fments of offences do not eyercife^ they- do mt invigorate 
*^- the finer feelings ofthefouU I liftened to the. p)eafing - 
•* matron," continued Maria, " Iliftened^with rapture,, 
*^for her tongue, expatiated. upon the philanthropy o£ 
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- *« Mf fon," faid fte, " was on a voyage ; he was ^ 
« ftranger, and he took rank among the loweft grade 
"which made up the (hip's company— my fon fell- 
*• fick ; he was dangeroufly ill ; gloomy was his iitua-' 
•< tion — ^but Alberto commanded the fiiip ; he fought- 
*< out my fon ; he foothed his woes ; he lodged him in* 
^ his own cabin ; he attended him in perfon, and mj 
" fon was reftored xo health, Immeafurable are my 
** obligations to Alberto ; and his name, next to that ofT 
«« the Supreme, is entitled to my utmoft^ veneration^- 
•* Alberto is my brother j I am many years his fenior ;. 
** I have known him the moft beauteous o€ infants,, 
" and he gladdened the hearts of. his parents; How 
"fweet. arc the praifes of a brother ! Alberto, dear 
*• Alberto, for this, and many fimilar anecdotes of thy 
« fhort life, I will remit unto thee all, and every one 
*♦ of the peccadillos, which, fhading thy charafter, do- 
" but ferve to render thy virtues the more confpicuous*. 
•* Yes, the genuine benignity of thy foul fliall ferve zs- 
.**9L fponge wherewith to obliterate all recolleAion ofT 
•* thofetftiperities^that the rough contour of thy ia- 
•« born integrity fo frequently prefents***' 

The election o£ Maria exemplified her accuftomedf 
penetration 5 for reiterated obfervation of proper and: 
becoming adHons, has upon the heart the moft faluta-. 
ry eflfeft. Was»I called' upon to delineate the -path 
which would moft afTuredly lead to as great a fhare of 
happinefs as is compatible with humanity, I ihould 
dilate to the candidate for fielicity, a freq-aent recur-' 
rence to the. fair fide of perfons, circumftances and: 
events ; almoft" every thing may be viewed in different 
niediuiiv», and even the various emphafizing of any 
given narration, may fumifh the fame faft with fea- 
tures diredly oppoflte. Refolve then to view every 
occurrence in the very b.eft poflible light ; and- if there 
is a pleafmg conftrudtion, feizc with avidity the fuppo- 
fkion which points to complacency. Make, I befeech 
thee,. the, experiment ; determine to be pleafeld for one 
week, and then tell me how fmoothly fled the hours. 
Iiei:e X am aw42:e of an, obje^ion; misfortunes mzf 
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itd^itfihepteSxsre ofwhich inay cloud even fortitude 
itfelf. Tfeis is certainly true, and yet it fiiould be re* 
Slf^^aabered that habitual equanimity can blunt the edge 
evcn^of the real calamities of life, and that every evil is 
^adoobtedly mitigated by patience. 

Rdblution can do much, the embodied faculties of 
the mind, difciplincd by virtue, are equal to almoft any 
£tuation ; and they effedlually arreft the progrefs of 
that fretful enrtui which is commonly the offspring of 
»idolencey and ftrongiy marks the want of thofe efforts 
ihat are fo proper to a rational being. 

Murmuring, repining, captious difcontent. Invidious 
cavilling, thefe are fiends armed at all points againft 
cnr repofe ; difagreeable Tecolle(5hons, wotftiding far- 
caJ&ns, irritating recriminations — ^thefe are hunted after, 
as if tliey were fome hidden treafure, and they ftab our 
choiceft xjomforts 5 they are the dark aflfaffins, who, 
^ming at the vitals of tranquillity, fatally deftroy oi^r 
peace. Of -what confequence is it who was the aggref- 
for ? humanity is fubjeded to error, aAd that immac- 
culape Being* to whom alone belongeth undevlating 
Teftltude, hath given us a dignified example of forgive- , 
.ii#fs. Take the advice of a friend ; make the moft of 
life ; enjoy wi til avidity ; reverence virtue, make it the 
goal of thy wifhes ; purfue and overtake, cultivate phi- 
lanthrophy 5 give ample fcope to every benign fuggef^ 
lion ; take not upon thyfelf the chara<5ler of a pu6fjc 
accufer^ -or cenfor ; but, leaving this invidious office to 
thofe tow^hom it may iegally helong^ accuftom thyfelf to 
^Xpatikte upon the good qualities of thy aflbciates, upon 
the benefits accruing from a^ intercourfe with thy con- 
nexions, and upon the eligiUes of life : Tread lightly 
upon offences ; if thou fhouldeft awake the fleeping 
tnifchief, it will fting thee to the foul ; its envenomed 
fhafts will find their way to the deepeft recefles of thy 
fpirit. Do not magnify or even inveftigate the ill of- 
fices which have been done thee ; few circumftances 
<ran juftify the perturbating Icrutiny ; anger will grow , 
. 5n thy bofom. How ftiocking, how deforming is ^n- 
ger! iSeneca's defcription of auger is not too high 
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coloured ; and it is juft as true at theprefent day, asit 
was near eighteen hundred years fihce, Seneta, iipoa 
Anger, may not be in your library ; I take leave, there*- 
fore, to tranfcrlbe an extradb from his- admired page. 

*' He was much in the right, whoever he was, that 
trft called ang€r a fhort-madnefs '; for they have both 
of them the fame fymptoms ; and there is fo wonder- 
ful a refemblance between the tranfports of choler and 
thofe of frenzy, that it is a hard matter to know the 
one from the other. A bold, fierce and direatening 
countenance, as pale asafties, and in the fame moment 
as red as blood ; a glaring eye, a wrinkled brow, violent 
motions, the hands reftlefs and 'perpetually in adion, 
.wringing and menacing, fnapping of the joints, ftamp- 
ing with the feet, tlieliair ftartixig,' trembling lips, a for- 
ced voice ; the fpeechfalfe and 'broken, deep and frequent 
iighs, and ghaftly looks; the veins fwell, the heart pants, 
the knees knock ; with a hundred difmal accidents that 
are common to both diftempers. Neither is anger, 
only a bare refemblance of -madnefs, but^nany times an 
irrecoverable tranfition into the tiling itfelf. How 
many perfons have We known, read, and hesrrd of, that 
have loft their wits in a paffion, and never came to 
themfelves again ? It is therefore to be avoided not 
only for moderation fake, but alfo for health. Now, 
if the outward appearance of anger be hideous, how 
deformed muft that mind be that is harafled with if? 
for it leaves no place either for counfel' or friendftiip, 
honefty or good manners ; no place either for the ex*- 
crcife of reafon, or for the offices of life. If I were 
to defcribe it, I would draw a tyger battled in blood j 
fliarp fet, and ready to take a leap at its prey; or drefs- 
it up as the poets reprefent the furies, "with whips, fnakcs 
and flames. Itihould like wife be four, livid, full of fears, 
and wallowing in gore, raging up and down, deftroy- 
Ing, grinning, bellowing^ and pftrfuing ; fick of all 
other things, and moil of all of itfeE It turns beauty 
into deformity, and the calmeft counfels into fierceneis : 
It diforders our very garments, and fills the mind 
witli horror. Hoiw abominable then is it in the foul i 

U 
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Is not he a mad-man who hath loft the .goverriiri'ent 
of himfelf, and is tofTed hither and thither by his fury, 
as by a tempeft ; the executioner of his own revenge, 
\yoth with his heart and hand ; and the murderer of 

• his neareft friends ? The fmalleft matter move* it and 
makes us unfociable and ' inacceffible. It does all 
things by violence, as well upon itfelf as others ; and 
it is, in fhort, the mafter of all.paffionsi" 

Say, my fair friend, doth the. portrait difguft thee? 
Py then, lovely fentimentalift, from the very firft ap- 

.. proaches of the fell deftroyer ; rude and milhapen, it 
afllmilates into its own frightfully ftiocking afpeft the 
fineft features ; and, beneath its horrid and imperious 
fway, proftrate' beauty fades, and is eitin^ ; its dep- 
redations on the fw^et tranquillity, proper to thy fex, 
are marked with tlie mcfl aggravating and unnatural 

-rircumftances: — Gentle woman fhould ftudioufly fliun 
that queftfonable path which may remotely terminate 
in the moft diilant approximation to the liell-bom 
fiend ; for every mild, ev6ry liland and facial virtue, 
fhould conftitute the aggregate of the female charac- 
ter. How charming is the funfliine of the foul ! how 
friendly to the growth of mental life is the milk of hu- 
man kindnefe ! how divine is the precept — " Bear one 
another's burdens, ahd fo fulfil the royal law of love." 
But ftop — let me not .prefiimptuoufly invade the 

, province of the^preacher. The f adt is, tliought hath 
followed thought, until, having overftiot my purpofe, 
I have widely deviated fr(5m my original j)lan : In- 
deed, the want of regularity is not the leaft of the in- 
conveniences which are the accdmp^iftients of the 
vagrant tribe-— but my humble pretehiioits muft, at 
all times, be my apology. 

My defign was, to have deVoted this Gleaner to the 
couTideration of the utility of Aipporting with equa- 
nimitv, the unavoidable misfortunes incident to life : 
And I was furnifhed 'with an exemplification of the 

^ advantages I ha^ in view to delineate, during a tour 
I lately made through-^ the out-fkirts of one of the eaft- 
«m States : Thus tne eccentricity of my occupation 
tap i0!fteii deranges my mqft favoui*ite views, and I 

D4 aeceffiuted 
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neceflltated to aJmit the .multifarious produce of an 
excurfive or fugitive imagination ; yet, although 
thrown fiom my courfe, I will not be prevented froni 
prcfenting my example ; I think it cannot fail of ftrik.- 
ing agreeably, and it may poflibly.give birth to thofc 
very identical reflexions it was my "wifli to embody. 

It was on a beautiful mornii^g of April laft that, * 
fpeking the.pleafures of folitude, I wandered from the' 
company at our Httlc inn, and, inounting my horfe, I . 
threw the rems.upon his neck, detennining to leave to 
chance the direftion of any ramble. We were equally 
ftrangers to the road, jpid a few miles in a country 
hardly emer^ng from a ftat^ of nature, ^ondu<5ed us 
to a thick wood, when, fecuring my horfe to the trunk 
■of a tall tree,- 1 prepared to penetrate a cc^pic^ whicb 
prefented the only veftige of the wants or ingenuity 
of man, which tlie eye could trace ; and, proceeding 
•onward to the extreinity 0/ tjic w:Qod, w-hich bordered 
.a few acres of ground, equally remarkable for the 
fterility of its foil, and the ftrong indicationis it bore of 
*he perfevering patience and uncommon indaftry of 
its proprietors, I wa$ roufed fro.m mj reverie by a. 
tiumber of voices that, arrefting my attention, imme- 
<5.ately drew me forward to the place from whence 
they pf oceeded^ I fufpeded the employment of our 
riiftic;s, and, left I ftiould interrupt operations fb prop- 
er to the feafon, I made n^y advances with care. The 
opening fcene prefented a poor built cottage, which, 
in language unequivocal,, proclaimed iiiduftrious . pov- 
erty ; the heathy appearance of the grounds evinced' 
the (llnted produce, with which they repaid the maf^ 
ter*s* culture ; a few ftieep' and a fingte cow, whofe 
thin fomis .denionftra;ed tjie fcanty pittance on which' 
tfiey fed, ftood forth additional vouchers of the penu- 
rious foil. But a fertilizing ftream, which munriureij' 
by, and fcpre in its bofom various drfcriptions of th? 
^nny tribe, diverfifi^d. tjie view,' and gaye J>irth to the 
plcLifures of hope. « 

" A "^^ell looking man was bufily employed in turn- 
fn> up' and 'flj'aping the glebe ; a fentimental carbl 
^rnSiU^ t^oid his tongue, and his features were' ei'' 
^ • "-- *•" * preiEvc 
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jpteffive b£ contctit* A graceful female at a little difr 
tance, lOund* whom tio lefs than eleven children, of 
different ages, were coUedled — was directing the eld- 
eft boy, a rofy-cheeked youth, in fetting feme plants?,- 
Mrhile Hie berfelf committed to the prepared earth, thofc 
feeds from which ihe cheerfully anticipated the diftant 
Jjarveft. The veftments gf the family were the veft- 
'fnents of penury ; and if they could be confidered as 
garments, they were entitled, for fo refpe<5table an ap^ 
|>ellati6ni to the unwearied diligence, which, Aill fol- 
lowing the well worn robe, had ih repeatedly repaired 
each time-made breach, as to render it impoflible to 
decide, of what hue or texture it was originally pofiefP 
•^ J Yet the voice of gludnefs echoed round, and the hi- 
larity of the heart fecmed imprelfed upon -every feature. 

I contemplated, with folded arms- and grateful ad- 
•miration, the uncommon group.- The face of the 
9iatron was not immediately turned tol^ard me, nei»' 
thcr had the fhepherd obferved me ; but the childrea 
had begijn to amufe thcmfelves with my figure, whoa 
their mother, having finifhed her employ,, was drawn 
by their innocent mirth to the fpot on which I wa$ 
fixed. I have already confefTed mingling furprife and 
^leafure at the gay tranquillity,: which was apparently 
the appendages of a fcene fs'' harrea of ^ood, and fo- 
remarkably devoid of the eligibles of life ; but na 
language can.expreft my aftoniihment, when, in the- 
countenance :o£ the penurioufly garbed matron) I re- 
cognUed the once opulent,. truly amiable,, and highly 
4eferving,F,lavilla ! 

Graciotis God !^-*fpDatancoufly I exelaimed-— Is it 
^poflible ? do I in reality behold the long idolized, ani 
ever charmttig Mifs Kneller ? Flavilla, accuftomed t^- 
the viciHi tildes and caprices of £vents, uttered no perw 
turbed exclamation ; but, with that genuine dignity, 
which nature delights to confer upon a confcioufnefs • 
of innate worth, with a grace and manner which I 
have not often feen equalled ifi a drawing-room, pre- 
•fenting her hand, fhe exprefled her fatisladlion in anv 
interview fo unexpe^ed ; and, leading me to her hum- 
ilk abode, WiB were foo© joined by Honorius and the 

litde 
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little famly, I had known ^laviUa from early youth Y-- 
She "^vris horn to affluence, and her education had been- 
in the firil line. Her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Kneller,. 
fead no other child ; and this daughter, prcfmifing ifi 
every view, wasi ofcourfe, regarded as an ineftimable 
treafure. Honorius was the man of her heart, and 
her union with the youth f^. z loved, and who reciprO'-' 
cated her attachment, received the cheerful fanftion of 
the authors of her beinz. 

• Soon after the marriage of Mifs Knelllir, her pa- 
rental friends paid the great debt of nature, leaving 
Honorius and Flavilla in po/Teffion of an ample £ot^ 
tune. But, from this penod, thick: clouds began to 
gather, and they experienced a mofl diftrelling reverfc 
cf circumilfinccs. The cayrer of their misfortunes w:ls 
ttlhercJ in by a dreadful conflagration, in which their 
tnanfion-houfe, containing many valuable articles, was 
Teduced to alhcs ; a feries of calamities Hicceeded, un- 
4\}, at length, of all their va(l poffcilions, fcarce a vef- 
^ic^e remained ; yet a principle of redlitude triumphed- 
fn their fouls ; ' of their inborn integrity, the malice 
pf thtjir fate could hot diveil them ;• anJ-'difchargingv 
with intereiV, the lall farthing' for' which they were in- 
debted, v/ith the poor pittance which was left, they 
retired, like Thom|>fon'*i« Lavinfe — "y??r /fof/i thdjk 
feenes that kne^'^their bett'ef dttys,^* and purchafed in this 
remote fpot^ — ^t*ivaf all th^ey f^/^/i—^the* barren ground^ 
from which they have itver (ince obtained a fcanty and. 
"liard earned fubfiftence*' Their original ftdck confift-- 
ed of thirty fheep, one cow, and a yoke of oxen ; the 
fheep were almoil immediately deftroyedhythe wolves ; 
the cow fell a- vi<ftim, probably, to tSe fteril foil td 
which fhe was confined ; and,' in an attempt to level a 
fall tree, one of their oxen was kilkd upon the fpor. 
Succeeding years has reduced' to the loweft ftate the 
nfecefTaries which made up their pcrfonal and family 
wardrobe, and it has not been in their power to poffei's 
ihemfelyes of the fmalleft fupplies ! Yet; ftrange to 
tell, neither time nor forrow hath been able to infix their 
deadly fangs in the bofom oi Flavilla ; health dances 
i» her veins, and beauty glpws upon her ch^ek ; h^ 
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•£niles ftill diiplfty the dimples of youth ; and in lier 
xiiildly cxpreffive eye, corredled vivacity yet beams* 

^ It was impofiible I could forbear, exprei&ng my aftoa- 
iOiment and my adftiiration ! and when I inquired bf 
what means they had, Flavilla efpecially, fupported' 

•fuch an uncommon meafure of tranquillity, in the- 
laidfi of fuch a calamitous reverfe of circumftancesM 

'Pkvilla replied — 

" It is funply this, we have confidered the Irtvity ef 
Ufe, and the certainty of our removal to another, a: 
better, and a more permanent ftate of being ; we haute 
adopted, reali2ed^an4 reduced to pradice,the fenttment 
of an .admired. poet; we have been taught by experi- 
ence, that " earth4fcrrr cares are vain ; that wan *oiar^s^ 

' hutihttle here bi^knuy* we have fully known j. and we da» 
HOt expe^ to want ** that ItttU long.'* 

To contribute to the relief of Flavillai or Her family,. 
Is impeflible r for fmce the dtfcovery of her retiremeiit>., 

• in regard to Which ihe hath enjoined the ftri^eft fecrefy,, 
however ingenious I have been in my attempts to aug- 
ment their finances, I have ftill found i^yfelf, and wim 
a jfirmnefs almoft unexampled, uniformly repulfed. 
To have put Flavilla in po/Feffion of every thing which 
lier fifuation fcemed to claim, would have been the^ 

f highefl luxury which benevolenoe could have tailed ;. 
but while I regret,^ as an individual,, her fteady rejec- 
tion of all pecuniary afllftance, I cannot but admire 
the genuine elevition of her high-fouled fentiments.- 
She liftened,. it is true, to thofe remonftrances witU 
which, after more indireft methods had failed, I ven- 

. turod-to addsefs lier; hut fhe liftened only to afcert«iii^ 
hex;r^Udiom. 

"No, Sir," with all the calinnefs^ of inborn fupcii*- 

-lOrity, fee replied, " I am but too much obliged in re- 

. eeiving your munificent propofalsy.but no one fhall %y' 
that he hath enriched either Flavilia^ or her fami^^. 
Havilla,- and her family, will depend only upon Ka^ 

. iure^ and Nature's God; habit hath feconcikd us to.otir 

.^iuatioH ; njDC are rtftgned^ we are contented-r-^didesy rt^j 

i friend, jthe profpeSnow gradually brightens upon Uf y 

. Jny rigid economy, "we have replaced our J^ock ; ojir. 

^ , . i ' P d. a ' cbidr^yil 
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chtldrtn are growing i^ ; my boys will afiift th^r 
father ; we hare already laid tke foundation of a little 
tenement, in which we expedb to meet a tranquil cloie 
to waning life. Labour will am^iorate erea the fteril 
earth ; many hands will bear £rom fome more friendly 
fpot the ricb manure ; the increafe of ovar own fklds 
ihall yet fpread us a plenteous board. See yonder flax^ 
already it aifumes a promiiing and healthy aQ>ed. The 
fineft threads are fpun by my girls, and even by myfelf. 

'Lydia is raiftrefs ©f the weaving baiinefs ; WiUiam 
has a fine mechanical genius, his looms- are nearly com* 
plete, and tl>e wdl made web, the produift of our own 
mduflry, will epe long fumiib^ us with decent and be- 
coming reftments.'* 

Happy, defcrvedly happy woman I felicity, move 
than wealth can give, is thy well earned portion. 
Felicity hafteth from the difcordant fpirit of tke cap- 

'tious murmuper, although the child of affluente, and 
enveloped in gold and purple ; it hafteth^ to the bc^m. 

• of contentment ; it feeketh fhelter in the breafl of eqoa* 
nimity, beftowing on its votaries, althoHgh dwel^g ia 
a humble cottage, the choicefl of its bleling»^ 
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Ambiguous movements -wear a/ftiulty hue. 
In paths oblique, fufpicionvill purfuc ; ' * 

While the fwect^ flow of confidenotf bequeadis 
That treafvr'd peace, a rich perfume mkh breitho* 

DISGUISES are frequeittly the conveni«it aiy* 
lums of villany ; and as they are always ^uef- 
tionabte, they are with propriety always fufpeded. * To^ 
trace the labyrinth of folly, into which the €agitioos 
delinquent is precipitated, requires more tkan human 
penetration. Many are the windings and* doublings 
of the proficient in error ; aH hts paths are intricate; 
he is fruitful in fubterfuges, and- he is envclc|>€d*in aa^ 
tery. I do not fay that virtue hath never worn aveili 
or that integrity may not fuppofe it neceffary to h<M 
-vp falfe lignts ^ but I contend that tbe fr^^kt cide^ 
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Vsi;^^/W being an ei^edient that muft be acknawkdged 
.€xirffmtiy hazardous ^ ought never to be refoited to b\Jt 
in the lafi e^tremty ; and I azn free to own^. I have 
' found a lingular pleafure in indulging a kope^ that trn|h 
' and innocence Ivill generally bear thefr own weight. 
The fmooth fnrface of the limpid ftrcam outspreads 

- its azure flow to the moil curious invelligation ; the 
orient lumiimry of day .emits a flood of light ; it iitqes 

' forth a tranfeendent body^ elevated in id&lf, while its 
fplendours are confeiTed by every eye ; and the upright 
ancient M[ifhed lor a glafs in his bveaD:, that ^Sa&pojfihllity 
of concealment might be thus erafed from the cata- 

t logue of his abilities^ Ambiguity cafts a veil over the 
moil hreproachable life ; it oz iginates the invidious ar» 

. diours oi fpeculation ; and it gives to. the features of vir- 
tue tbt contour of foUy» I xonfefs I am charmed by 

* franknefs of foul $ ingenuity and integrity of manners^ 
carry with tkem their titfe to my unreferved efleem, 

' and upon the honeil fmcere man, reafon, unbiafTed by 
£dhion or habits is ever ready to pronounce a eulogy. 
I abhcn* duplicity in every form ; doubtful meanings^ 
double efttendresi playing upon words, with every baga* 
telle of this defcription^ are, in my opinion, at leaft m- 

. elegant and unbecoming ; nor can I allow that they 
make any pdrt of manly fen fey true nvitf ox Pennine het'^ 
moar. ' I» a fair, open^ coniiilent manner of thinking^, 
converfmg and a<5Hng, there is both dignity and pro- 
priety ; and an elevated reputation is tihe well earned 
rf ward c^ pcRfev^ring and unequivoc al worth* We lift- 
en, with unreflraraed pkafure, to the man of unim- 
p^ajcked honour; to him, whofe upright foul hath 

- never been entangled in the wiles of deceit, who hatli 
> never. debaftd kimfelf by an alliance with falfehood*^ 

- nor ported with the credulity of his aiTociates ; who> 
wotiMpping at.the ihrine of truth, hatli ilill held her 
inviolaM, regarding all her iniligations as facred, and 

' 4irdaining to purchafe the finile' of levify at the expenfe 
wf that jeft *which hrronvf its hwnourfrom a breach ofve-^ 
racity ; and it is then that we confer upon him the- 
moft honorary diflin4lion» when, with unlimited confi- 

. «ienc«i ma r^pofe-u^n l^is weird the moil tmbefitating, 
li^. It 
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It is dangeroiis' to amufe ^arfelres with tiit/emNane^ 
nivice; tU habU o£ uttering merry, faifehoods^ will fooa 
blunt the fine edge of our ^elings, j^ we (hall eafily- 
Aide into the moitferious imd capital violations of truths 
Integrity dignifies a chara<5ler ; franlnefs is truly ami* 
able, and if the offence is not highly enonn©us,ibften- 
cd by the mgenuity of a candid acknowledgment, .We 
are ready to prefs the oiFcnder to our bofoms ; we al- 
low him a fecond leafe of our eileem^ and it depen'ds^. 
altogether on himfelf, whether we Ihall ever agada. 
ferve upon him a writ of ejedion.. A moment of con- 
cealment is^a moment of humiliation ; and although-, 
oircumdances may fometimes render it necc/laryy j^p. 
• k is certaiiLy that when the paths of innocence are encom-^- 
papd by andfiguityythe luftre of her crown is dimmed v- 
lier bloomxni^ honout^ y^^xv to nvancf and we^heiitatey 
.while ottering thofe applaufes which fhould be referr- 
ed to ehwreath the brow oitmtquhooai^ Merit* Myfte*- 
ribus asrangements^ excite fufpicion^ ooojedture isa^- 
.iloat ; jealoufy k routed; the serial mlfchief feeds up*- 
on the thinnefl diet, and peace evaporates ia its gra^*- 
Monimia is perturbed and agitated ; -sot an hour in 
the day but a variety of tormentiuig. ideate fueceed each- 
odier ih her< miiid ; and the moft vexatious inquietuidet 
is the defpotof her dreams» Mommia once beaded of 
-ber felicity, and her prefent Ai£BermgS' are the oSffim^: 
of conjedure ; ^lieacy forbids her to queftiour and. 
yet her tranquillity wilL neter be reftor^». undl fte 
learns to whatfair hand her loved Eugenio was indebt- 
ed for the ey^reffroe device fo eleg^tly enwreathed, and: 
lb cunoufly cut, which hath recently come into hispef- 
feffion» and which he carefuUy prderre* in the covet 
ef his watch. ClariiTa is agitated aad unhappy; fke 
accidentally difcovs^red in the efcrutoir of Horatio^ra. 
lock of hair ;: it wa» beatitif|illy gloiy ;, fhe i$ po£tive 
riiat it never made a part of her own auburn tre/Ie$ ; 
it was neatly folded in fc»ne lines, fweetly pathetic, aftd 
tenderly poetical : Periiaps the r; pe of that knmort^l- 
teed lock, which Daj^ Pope has fo fweetly fung» al* 
though it intereKb&d the cekltials. Was not produu^e 
^f^nUire <m7/4M^/4^^2H*<aid I i^eifixadc ny^lf -that .e«e- 



ry {bfceptible feif one Will '■ drsp a • teaEr over 'the for- - 
rows of Cliiriffa. Cordelia, whofe attachment to her 
nuptial lord is ftill us^roken, hath pa^d months of dif- 
fatlsfaOioHy occailoned by her incertitude, relative to 
the difpofal of a pair of fleeve-borttons, which fhc for* 
jnerly "prefented to her Henry as a pledge of love. 

** But theffe are all UBJuftifiahle fburces of ihquiet- 
"ude — they are the imbeoiKties of the mind, and» 
** origmating in the capyke of 'aifedlion, they are of too 
** fmaM monaent to merit attention j and they are, be- ■ 
*• fides, too reprehenfible to be countenanced.'* 

1 grant they are ^ prefent compamtitely fmall ; yet If. 
r an^tmhappy, I am tinhappy, whatever may have pro- 
dticed th6 evil ; and when the peace of afamrly, or even 
of an individual is involved^ a ftiH explanation, with ev- 
"• ery attempt to foothe, is as'neceiFary as^ it i» generoua; 
and it fhouki' always be* remembered, that the unei- 
t«igui(hed flame^ which, raging with- ilicreafmg vio- 
lencef jlnifucs its delblating career, and itfues in the 
moft diftreCng conflagration, was once a . lambent 
fpatk; whofe genial wariMtlr n^ht 'eafily have bem 
fupprelftd;. and'Whofe agency, Mndcr a judicious cHrec- • 

-ticit, m^ltt 'have ?pfod««ed; the moft'bendwial efFe^. . 
' Yes> flhe peace of families is too often facrificedto 
fel& delicacy, and 'to an ilUmdged' fQenee on ikds 

-«iBd^*€if"Cum(lances, which* ^ught to have been fcrupu— 
loufly narrated and crttically examined. ' IhviolaWe 
fetrdy, preferved'For any cohfiderable leogth: of time, ., 
fu|)f><^liftg'the event we are fcdicitous to. coniseal of im- - 
penance to- thofe 'with whorti we are intimately coil- - 
tte<flcd, is harcfly within.'thc chapter- of pofiibilities ; ^ 
word, or even a. loob, accidentally tranipiring, wiil 
give the alarm ; the truth, hcwrevcr latent, is thus Jnfiawt 
divulged ; curioflty commenceth the purfuit, and a 
clue is obtained, which may be juli fuificient.to imro*^ 
duce the interefted: perfon into a labyrinth, from 
which, never being able t® extricate, himfelf^ he may. 

'.he dcfpoiled of all that trcafiired ferenity, which hie. 
had vainly hoped would ferve as a fund,, for the fup* . 
portof a life of rational enjoyment; 

•' A lovely woknan at this moment rufhesjjpozixnir 

recoUedion I 
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'teeoU^dton ; (he is not )»eHbnaH7? lAt<owto to me, Imt 
.although the vaft Atlantic rt)ll8 iis waves between us,, 
•yet, with reiterated pleafure, I have fre<)iiently traced- 
die lineaments of her fair n»A<}, as I have feen it pour- 
•trayed in many a well-written* pagey'the produd of^ 
her inimitable pen. She hath, I am told^ a pleallng 
Exterior, and her uhderftaiiding is elevated much a^ 
bove the level of mediocrify. Natuire, whfea file be«^ 
ilowed upon her Unconiimoxi partsy endowed het &U(>' 
with an exquiiite tendemcfs of foul. Her imagina*- 
tion is lively and fertile » and fhe has a taCle capa* 
ble of diftinguilhing, and highly enjoying the beatities* 
of poetry. Early enliftihg in the fervice of the Mufes, 
(he became one b£ their moft fuccefsful votaries y and^. 
frotn the beautiful parterres which ortiametit the Par- 
nafiian grounds, flie hath fkilfully Ind happily combin- 

• ed many an elegant fended bouquet. Sie was always 
a nymph of atL^fobtr-fuited trains and to airs the moft 
penfively meloctious her lyre was uniftrmly attuned*. 

Sweet £Uzaii& the enchanting walks of poefy, thj 

'feet hare ceafed to ftray ; that confirmed mdantholy^. 

w4iich the funny beams of hope can' no l^gtr imprefsr^ 

will no more permit thee to attune the negle<5led> 

'diotds J the voice of the cfaanttefs is forever mute, and-: 

the lovely minfbel hath forgotten to charm. Unhaf - 

' py fait one \ the rofe of thy tranqmOity is blighted^ jai^ia 

•** thy vktefs^ aias / have all'^wHttrtd^^ , 

It is to the ill-judged filcnce of Elneai and-h'er ma-- 

* aetrtkdX parent, that her misfortunes muft be imputedt 
»The flory of her life is iimple ! I owed unretumablc 
Tobligations to her father ; it was to hiin I Wasindeb;- 
ied/forthe fyftcmatic and • rational, mode of thinkbig,. 
'nAich has conftituted the moft tranquil and refined, 
^n^om^ts of my cxiftence. He was a man in the lite- 
-raty lint;, his writings are copious and, energetic;- 
fflnd for ftrength of argumenty perfpicuity of di€lion, 
'>aad fbU^vioeht dexnonftraticx^ he hath- oever yet 
'teen fnrpaffed V but having attained, in his favounfie 
'fjurfoit^the higheft pofiible excellence; he became 

nearly abforbed in tnofe contemplations from whi<^; 
>p9i^ft9ijped; To large a part o£ his felicity) and r^r^. 
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*henfibly inattentive to every confideration whicli he 
deemed of lefs' moment. It toa often happens that real ^ 
or original genius, although rich in refonrces, and dif^ 
toiguilhed by the moft fhining qualifications, is iiever- 
thelefs found deftitute of thoie very neceflary requi- 
fites, -whidh can alone beftow a capability of a bene- 
ficial intercourfe ^th mankind. 

Mr. Mortinnor, the father of Eliza, made his nup- 
:ttal choice with fo little difcrction, as to exchange the 
:niarriage vow with a woman, who, at the very mo-^ 
fnent fh.e met him at the altar, knew herfelf to be the 
•wife of another ! With this perfidioufly abandoned in- 
-^grate, he lived in total ignprance of her criminal con- 
nexion ; and layifiiing upon her every proof of an at- 
ttachn^ent almoft unexampled, until the perjured mif. 
tcreant, haying ftripped mm of every valuable article 
-which he pofleffed, found means to abfcond with tlie 
jparamour of her choice, at a period wh^en the treacli- 
«roufly betrayed Mortimor was engaged in the dif- 
•charge of fome benevolent o5ice$, which Kis philan- 
tthropic difpofition had impofedxipon lum as duties. 

It was not until after her elopeme;it, that the tuipi- 
tude of her life was difclofed to him'; and yet he could 
not, even then, although convinced of her atrocity, ^ 
^e perfuaded to take meafures calculated to bring her 
to condign punilhnienti Many years el^xpfed before' 
4he wound he had received adraritted a cure ; his tqn- 
-demefs of foul, and his innate fcnfe of re<^itude, ftill 
•combated his peace, andreafon, for a long time, plead' 
•in vain. At length, however, the lenient hand of af- , 
iuaging years, aided by the intelledu^l accompliflh-' 
jljents, and prepofleffing exteripr, of a truly deferving 
female, effectuated the moft falutai:y change. Hope* 
once more dawned in his bofom ; it gleamed like fome 
lieave^y villtant athw^trt the melancholj region of • 
Jirs benighted foul ; b/ degrees it obliterated the gloo- . 
my ideas whi<ih hovered there, and he again averted* 
the* native dignity of his chara<5ter. To the fweet footh- 
e^ of his jforrow§^his.hours.of leifufe were invariably de-' 
voted; a ierttimental intercourfe commenced ; it wa^ 
amelidfate.d by the -ftrifteft amity, and it terminated in- 
«» 2tt?chmettt of tbe tendered kind. H^mea 
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. Hymdi once more light for Mortimor his iacred f 
torch ; and had he attended to fome legal fteps, vrhidh 
fhould previouJQy have been taken, the aufpices under . 
ivhich he entered into this fecond et^agement^ would 
have been mofliiappy-; Yet, thofe arrangements, vrhicli . 
fliQwer fouls would have deemed indilpenfable, mnft 

• have occafioned delays ; the proccfs of the law was 
tedious ; Mortimor had man^ enemies ; ebftaeles 
might be interpofed ; and if upon application he fliould 
not be able to obtain the necefTary form of divcnxe, 
his expecflat-ion of happinefs would be defeated. What 
was to be done ? Concealment was a ready reiburce ;. 

: apd, WTapping himfelf about in the veil of fecre/y, in , 
his own retired apartment, in the.,prefence of the ho- 
ly prieft and -a few fele<fl friends, he .plighted his wil- 
ling faith. Mrs, - Mortimor r{ftill xeccived-mercly as 
•the friend of her hufband) retained her- femijiy name 4 
-and, although many might fui^e<S,- thofe only Vho were 
» bound to fecrefy could de<nfively:^ronounce. 

At length, however, re volvicig months uflicred into 
^he world the infant Eliza ; and impenetrable myftery 
'(landing centinel at her birth, flie was .produced in fb- 

• ciety by the name of Moiuague ; and her parents in- 
vtroduced her as the orphan daughter of deceafcd rela- 
tives. Indeed, having conduced their eij^gagement 
with fo little obfervance of forms, however innocent in 

'intention aiid in fa^l the.parties in reality were, the fe- 
vcre penalty annexed by .the laws of Engkuid, againfl 
that irregularity or*breach,a defcription of which would 
undeniably involve their connexion, rendered it incum-' 

*bent upon them carefully to avoid an explanation. 
^ Eliza was educated with the moft fcrupulous attei^- 
tion ; fhe was nurtured by the hand of elegance, anil • 
trained to the obfervance of every virtue. As early 
as her opening reafon authorized a confidence fo im-. 
portant, under tlie ftrongefl injundions of inviolable 
fdence, flie was made acquainted witli the fecret of her 
tirth ; and that difcretion, armed by lilial piety, witk 
which (be guarded a communication on which was 
iufpended tlic life of her father, abundantly juftific4 

Jthe repofmg a truH of fuch a -nature in fo tender a 
t • , If- -bofoxa. . 
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^h^m. Fifte^ ha^py ftzn were patfed hj Eliza, 
' a^d the fcft endearments of pareatal i?endemefs ; each 

* cheeriiil mom was uiliered in by new proofs of provi- 
deilt carci atld the feathery hours were all marked by 

« gentle 2dmoaitt6ns> tender eautions, or well-judged ad« 
vice ; apd each returning evening faw her encircled b^ 
'thofe arm% andpre&d to the faithful bofoms of per- 
fonsy who fealed upon her bahny lips their wifhes for 
the repofe of the night, always concluding their pious 
bene4ii^oxlshy fo natural an avowal of feelings, which * 
were the genuii^e "cSsprxttg of a fpecies d tendemefs 
'that peiiiaps cannot be furpafied. How fatal for Eliza 
was the hour, that jufi at this period robbed hter of a 
father, who, a<!l:uated by a fpirit of univerfal benero- 
lence, and breathing the milded and moft benign ex« 
vprefllons of philanthropy, glowed with uncommon ten- 
demefs for a daughter, whom,in his moft unimpaffipnqd - 
moments, he cbtdd not but acknowledge as highly de- 
ferving, every way amiable, and comprifing in herfelf 
the fum total of a father's wifhes. 

The demife of Mr. Mortimot prefented a moment, in 
which it would have been wifdom to have opened on * 
ibciety, with a full and unequivocal eclairciffement* 
Deal;h had placed the vi^tm the law would have de« 
manded, beyond the reach of its penalties j and, clothed . 
in the habiliments of confcioUs integrity, t/:ey had then 
mthing to hazard by an explanation. The prieft, who 
joined the hands of the parents of Eliza, could, at that 
jundure, have becfn produced ; and the few friends who 
' were prefent at the marriage, were ftill in ;exiftence.— 
.^bs, alas t th^y are now configned to the fdent tomb ! 
4Pi» ftrange to tell, letting flip the golden feafoil of op« 
portunky, Mrs. Mortimor was ftill known by the name 
of Lal^hton, Vhile 'Eliza was addre/Ted by that of 
Montague 1 

It i^ certain that referves, except impofid hy neceftty^ 
are never 'juftifiable ; and the neceffity ofmyjieryy ceafed^ 
with the death of M|:. Mortimor. From this period 
five fucceeding years performed their annual roimdt 

* ere the difcreet Ehza fele<9:ed from the circle of thofe 

* nbo reipeiSfuIly prefented thetnfelves as candidates for 

Ee ber 
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iier eleAiou, a yottth with v^hefeilicr gentle faeartxould 
imhefitatingly confcnt to inweave the Glkcn bands of 
tender, conjugal and indifTolD^k amity. <Bttt>het 
choice once made, flic deferred notto^bahifli from the 
bofom of hrm'fhe ap{>robated, ^that perturbed fufpenii 
that fo fatally corrodes each promifed joy-; and aU 
though her every ftep was pointed by virgin deHdacy* * 
yet did flie ikilfuUy enwreath therewi^ a ^oUe aiui 
dignified frankncfs, Avhich hufhed that ttinitthuotts 
'whirlwind pf tlie paflions, iia^x hath ihipwrecked the 
peace of many a manly breaft. ^ty (he was not per^ 
ittitted tobe uniformly 'explicit; but th&matema! pro- 
hibition was (Irangely and unaccountably interpofedy 
and her nuptials were folemttized -under ^at difguiO^y 
l^hich, although .juftafiable for a time, was mo& ia^ 
prudently continued, and fliould never -have beaiwor» 
in th§;prefence of a man,^whom, in every other refpeO, 
ijie had honoured by the mod unbounded confidence-; 
but (he remained perfeveringly^ reprehenfibly filenti 
sind this filence hath been fatal to her peace* ^e firft 
vears of her wedded life -i?j^€re uncomanonly fetene!; * 

^he bore to Altamont many fine children ; and ncme 
imt tranquil days feemed written for her. -How pre- 
carious are terreftrial joys ! An untoward accident fud- 

. ^enly reverfed the fcene. A paper, written by^herfelft 
and addrefled to her mother, breathinfi^ the language 
X)f ambiguity, deeply fraught with iriyftery, and yet 
obfcurely hinting at the trudi, unfortunately met the 
eye of Altamont ! To the niceft fenfc of honour Atiap 
mont is exquifitely alive — the foul of ingenuity is his, 
and the delicaey of his fentimehts refufeth to toler^£ 
the moft diftant appearance of deception. He dr^jj^ 
in the contagious hnes ; every ^ord operab^kat^ an 
envenomed draught ; and while lie fbrunk ^flp^he 
fearful contents, they became, in cfFeft, like thmFmbtii 
|?oifons, which are faid to procure immediate death % 
for they infixed their deadly fangs in the very vitals of • 
that tranquillity, which he had .fondly hoped was .be- 
yond the malice of fate. 

Inftantly the fi,end, defpair^ embodied its minifters^ 

^ev were buiy a\>a>3X Vvas \is.%xx.\ c^tnijlace^yr wa* 
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dtaied itom Ittsbofomt the finiles of benevolence are 
AC more ; a deep and 'fettled melancholy lowers upon 
liisbrow; and the fullen-filence which he ob(linateljr 
obfervesy effedually bars ai^ eolaircifTeniexit* His 
hoaie« once the feat of focial Siftppinefs — now, alas ! 
dire fofpicion,* dark' conjeAur^, aiid-balefiil jealouiy^. 
hover there ; and although monthe and years have re* 
^ved, n&beam of elucidation hath yet illumined thofe 
heartfelt gloomsv by which he is" enveloped. The tear 
is upon the-cheek of Eliza; and her dream of happir 
nefs, of terrefbrJai happinefs, is gone forever. 

The deep melancholy which impreifed the mind of 
Altamont, was immediately fucceeded by the moil 
alarming eftrangement ; his temper fetms totally ru- 
ined. He ^regards the partner of hisfufiPerings with a 
l&iib-oilful kkid of indignation ; ihe has loll his confi- 
.dence ; Ihe has every reafon to believe (lie no longer 
poflefles his aife^ion ;, and, the probability, is, tftat was 
the now to conae forward with a full and undifguifed 
explanation, it would produce no falutary effeft ; her- 
.vouchers, as we obferved, are numbered with the dead ; 
Altamont is haughty and implacable, and Eliza, h^k 
ing once indifputably deceived him, it is to be fearcA 
that he will yield her no future credence ! ! ! 
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Ten thoufandv ills from faife condufions rife ; > 
Inveftigation oft new- views fupplies* 
With cautious Ocps let wary judgment tread, > 
And all her lights elucidation fpread. 

VStf for. many weeks back, been largely in ar-- 
rs to corrcijpondents ; and I have frequently 
co^Bplated a Gleaner, which Ihould be wholly occu* 
,|>ied by their various addrefles, obfervations, and com- 
j^aints. But fuch' of my friends,, whofe letters have 
been long iince received, will have the goodnefs to for- 
give my publifliing thofe which have more recently 
come to hand, when they obferve, ^at thie interefting 
frbjeds they take up, require immediate attention. 

Aad^ 
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..An4i tn tbe interim, I pneyxkfm my 'Wor4 of h!^fioitr»:, 
that my firft imappropnafed Efiay fhall .b« 4evpt6(i ^o v 
their ferrice. « Having thus premifedy I prcK^c^ V^.^ 
bring forward three explanatory letters. 

LETTER. h 

T>the GX'EANER. 

liberty Hail, December I5tli, tj^4i 

UPON my word^ Mr. Gleaner, I brieve yoti are a 
ily old fellowi after all. Let me teU you. Sir, it ill 
fuits with your afumed gravity y ta be thus foifting 
yourfelf into the fecrcts of .all the young, handfome, , 
married women o£ your acquaintance. Mighty fine, 
mighty fine, truly. Detscacyj forfooth^ forbid Monhma 
4o quefthn her hujband ; but delicacy ^ it feems, did not 
think proper to interfere, while Ihe contrived to pour 
lier pity-moving tale into the bolbm of tiohody kmm>t 
^who^-^ne nttbo ii here^ and thtre^ and every nsohere^ and ' 
very poffibfy wt efrntich importance any where* A perfe^ ' 
Proteus to the imaginationj,aJluming a thoufand fantaftieat " 
forms 9 and k^eonangflationary in no one refpeBahh cbarac* 
HF; a bird ofpajfage.9 emigrating frofn jtate toftafe^ and 
ficking up a fcanty 'pittance^ after a nvhole month* r hiff 
iniich hut iU repays the labour oftraveilrng through the dutl^ 
pages he is fojiudious to fniiltiply. You may think me 
iever^, Mn Gleaner, but I have the fatisfadion of 
JBiowing I am juft ; and I add, that you might have 
eone on with your itinerant gleaning, to the end of the- 
adapter, for me, if you had not roufed the filings of; 
an injured hufband, by thus palpably iniinuating, that . 
you are a greater favourite with his wife than he i^, 
himfelf 1 Really, Mr. Morality, you make a very^ 
pretty conjiflent^ heterogeneous figure ; and I fhot^^B^e 
vaftly to have your motley image ftuck up in ^Kfp^-* 
Ihop, by way of relief to the Itudies of the cOToby- 
faced fchool'boy, as he trudges along the academicaL* 
way to his daily labours. 

The wife man fays^ that laughter doetb good Ifte a . 
medicine ; and it is undeniably true, that the ludicrous 
is a wonderful fpecific in every intelledhial complaint. 
But let roe whifper youi good Mr. Prig> you area. 

coxcomb I, 
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coxcomb ; and you inay blefs your ftars that I am not 
al^ to coUcdl the trio, which you have huddled to» 
ge^r Ok your laft Gleaner 5 for, if I couU name my 
fcllow-fufferers,.we would unite together in obtaining. 
a moft fignal revenge ; but you are fuch a^ doughty 
hero, and, withal, fo evancfcent a fpright, that, you' 
Ahide the f€>rce of common exertions. 

How you became acquainted with Monimia:'^ tale: 
of -fi^rrow,. is an enigma, of which it will be conceived 
that delUacy forbids me to feek an explanation ! ^Tha 
|>robability is, that you have pradliied upon her iim« 
plicity, .acid, iniinuatingyourfebf intoths good graces 
of the afiii<£led fair one, by fome illicit methods^ you 
.have at length obtained her confidence ; and, as I am 
one of the bell natured men in the world, extending 
jthefceptre.of my clemency, I Ihall view, with proper 
.indulgence, the wibecilities of nature* Doubtlefs,, I 
could have, reilored the tranquillity, of my wife» withv 
out troubling .either you or myfelf with my obfervaf 
;tions.;. but, beiides that I conceive your temerity mer- 
its ch^iltotent> Si^ you have impertinently precipitate 
»^ jj^^mf; .lutd ftu. afikrr. which was wholly mine, to puHlib 
*>VwvVJt j^ induced to believe, that the eclairciiTemen^ 
hath tl^us Squired a kind of right to publicity. 
. Monimia will remember, that I not long^fiace paid^ 
.a vifit to my relations at B ■ » . My kinfman^S---— *«» 
has a daughter, rwi yet tmelve yturs. oldy.yj\io is very 'iSb>^ 
genious, and handles her fciflbrs to admiration. ; Jhr 
cut my watch'p^aperf and Jhe fwHihei proud affurm/hingf 
Monimanuith any littUfan^ pieces niibichjhe.niay nnlfik^ 
On my return home,. I made, a difplay erf my acqui& 
- tion. Monimia, bajiily 2ind tr£muiou/]yy,mad£ fitne round 
about inquiries r relative to the fair artificer-^tefe ImjouU 
mt underjiand — I dijlike every Jymptom of fufpicion in la^ 
dies. ; (ufpjcion looks fo like jealoufy^ andjealoujy looks fo likf 
nuant of; confidencey-I remained ftlenty and affe^ed. a kind of\. 
yshat the ladies callydelicate emharraffment. Perhaps I wat 
wrong; but had I been apprifedthat the impreflion mada 
.by fo light a thing^s a nvatch^paper^ could have been fo 
ierious, I fliould certainly have endeavoured to erafc i^ 
. I have, Mr. Meddler, the honour— ^>&^ honour — ^no^ 
that's wrong-—/ have not the^ honour^^l have the conde.^ 
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ftehfion to be, with honed wifhes for your'refonnatiOJftf 
and little or no efteem, your conftant reader, 

N . EUGIMIO* 

LETTER IL 
T(? /"^^ Gleaner. 

Candor-Place, December iBth, 1794U. 

Mr. Vigillius, 

AS you have given your eramples nnder fididou^ 
naniesy I am not fumkhed with a rational caufe of an* 
ger ; and yet, Sir, you have fo well pointed circumftan^ 
ces, that it is impoffible for the read claimant to avoid'. 
afTuming habiliments, which can fit no one but himfelf,, 

Myftery is indeed the parent of conjedhire, and con- 
cealment moft furely engenders fufpicion. Authors 
are doubtlefs juftifiable, in procuring every warranta*^ 
ble illuflration of their fentiment»> and of thoie infer- 
ences which they wifh to deduce % and even a iejire td- 
inform, or to improve, is entitled to grateful refpe^... 
If my ClarifTa, or her favoured Altamont, can furnilliiH 
either amufement or inftrudion to the Gleaner and his . 
numerous readers, any littlp anecdote, relative to us, ^ 
is extremely at their feryice. My ClariiTa isniore dear 
my foul than the life*blood which warms me toex* 
iftence \ ihe hath not, ftie never had, nor ever can[>. 
have, a rival in my affedlions. She reigns fole miftrefs^ 
itt:. my heart, and to her peerlefs virtues my every 
tliought does homage. Yet^ while I avow a fealty ia^ 
tinreferved, I am bold enough to confefs my property 
in the beautifully glolTy lock of hair, a cfiifcovery of 
which has been fo furreptitioufly obtained ; that I have 
treafured up this lock of hair, T alfo acknowledge ; 
nor will I confent to part with it, until the laft breath 
flmll quiver upon my lips. Furtlier, my own hands 
fevered the'contefted lock from the head of a lovely 
female, who was dear to me as nature, as amity, or as 
my fondeft hopes of happinefs. All this is moft true ;,. 
and it is likewife true, that this female was not Clariira I 

Are you immealurably afloniihed ? Step, to the oth- 
er iide of the piece> and it will afTume another hue. . . 
I am not a native of AmtT\c?i\ Wvsc^^XvN^d.'Qtdy five 
j^yiX^'iXi this para^^ oiB>^tx.-^* \\v^^^^sSm«^^^. 
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<5b5 ! how unfdrtunate was tKat -feftier 1 ainiable as^ . 
Virtue, and indulgent as Heaven 5 flie merited crery 
thing fhbrt of adoration^ from that world which perfc- 
cuted her^ ^moft from tl» firft hour of her evidence. , 
Execrable world ! — ^the virtues of a Clariffa were nec^ 
ef&ry to reconcile me to an abode among thy- deeply. 
tJefigning and treacheroufly murdermis inhabitants ! ' 
I have forborne to narrate te my Clarlna the ftory oft 
my Offer's woes ; her misfortunes were t6o< ftrongly . 
marked: with anguifh, to be imppfed upon thecxqui- 
ikely tender feelings of that {ufceptible bofom> whicH 
melts with fbft regrets at the tale of woe,.andl whicH . 
tias a figh even for the common ills of Kfe* Nay, , 
thofe deplorable circumftances which hovered round 1 
the fteps of my ill-fated fifter, I have feduldufly fought . 
to blot even from my own memory* I would reiaem!- 
bcr only her virtues, her angel goodnefs, hfer beauteous?. > 
image, and her., faint-like fortitude j but, alas ! thofe 
recoliedllons are fo interwoven with the cruel events of/ 
her life, as to rend^ a reparation inipoflible; . 

Orphanaged in her earlieft bud ; the fport of cst-n 
price, malice and duplicity, through the unfuipec^ng; 
TXioi^ qf life ; and, in her marriage choice, placing 
her virtuous confidence in a man> who, by a fpecious 
«iteriOr,viHanoufly deceived her ; .vviho wore the gatb 
ofl integrity, honour, generofity, and a mild ,and con-^ 
ceding drfpofjtioii of /oul, on purpofe to betray her eafy 
iaith 9 who no fbbner exchanged thie nuptial yow, than 
throwijag off the mafk, and commencing, tyrant, he 
became unweariediy ingenious in his devices to tor- 
ment the.vi<5Um of his power; who perfecuted her to « 
the death j nor fufpended, for a fingle moment, his fav- 
.age and detefted operations) until, with a broken hearty, 
flie yielded .up her breatii, falling the martyr of affum- 
ed prerogative, cruelty ^nd defpotifm. 
' Angelic. fuiTerex ! mild and fubmiffive, thbu utter- 
ed no complaint ; not a vindifcive expreflion efcaped. 
thee ; and had thy murderer po/refTcd but common pru- 
*dence, the knowledge • of, thy unprecedented \^Tongs- 
would have been configned to the grave with thee. 
Through all thy hard fortune, I followed ftill an im- 
jotent fpeftalor: of thy injuries 5 but, while a^^eara^j^ 
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«es tfere po-eferved* cuftom forbid a brother's dnt^rfew 
«nce, and an impeachment' of thy hufbandU.charader 
.would have been .an incurablo.- wound to thy deHcacyv 
What (hall I further fay i He wlio made her, regardi* 
ing her with facred pity, the pity of a^God, her emails 
cipation was acoeleratedy and. fhe drew her. laH. breath^ 
inmy arms I. I faw her. lovely boibm ibrceafe the: 
corroding figh ; I faw her heavenly form quietly dsi> 
pofed upton the bed of death; and, my ClarKfay it was* 
in that.agonized moment, that I fevered. from» its kbv 
dred. trcfies, .the fhining ringlet, which, ftraying from* 
its inclofure,.fell unconfcious upon liei fnowy iforehead. 
I grieve that it hath been to you the fource of ii^ 
quietude s^but it& value, at that diilrefimg period ap^- 
peared.tome immenfe; nor has reaibn or time oflezb^ 
tially depreciated its importance. I could never pov- 
fuade myfelf to piartwith it to an artifii^ who^wooU 
have oflenfibly returned it to me, in tbeform of €h£3> 
ubs, urns and infcriptions. v^.for- I have.- ftilL preferred- 
contemplating its naturalbeauties ; and I emgjoyedmf 
.firfl^ferene moments in .prep^iring .thoie' ljmcs$ m which 
to enfhrine it, that have been erroneoufly^ calkd poetf caL 
For the gratification of the curioflty^ of ypttr.r^adieiPSt 
Mr. Gleaneri I take leave to fubjoin a copy ofiheiiu^: , 

AH •! theiefe'the conflift no more ? 
And Iiath Ihe forgotten to weep } 
Will nou|ht the WetlwiiioB reftore i 



Hafeh pity no laurels to reap { 

Hbw. loud 'was t!ut ihriek of defpal^ 1 
The bloflbmsof hope are all fhed ; 

Me altars to friendlhip I rear. 
For friendfhip and honour »re fled.- 

The ties are allbsoke^^lkich remain'dr 
The ftorm hath uprooted my peace ; 

Dark malice its purpofe h&tii gain'd, 
And 1 ove froox uxy bofom ihall ceafe. 

How hrleht was the morn of- her days I 
How charming the hud of her yeavs i 

Her form, it tranfcended all praiie. 
And her fiorraw \va8 virtue iA tears. 

How Toothing the word« of her tongu« ! 

While harmony wafted the A rain, 
The chauntrefs inelodioufly fung, 

And gjaddcn'd the lifteniug fwaim . 

Bright honour enliited the fair, . 
• Maria^her vriefteii, flfc hail'd;, 
Qrdiihied her paths lo prepare, .. 
The virgin i\cr altars unveil-il. . 

But envy, with ferpcntrnt txtiii; . 
And (corn, with its mcTcutt* ^^.Vtv^ 



What'glooms have pervaded the plalBi 
The ihepherds are filent around, 

Negka«d^^each fweet •owing ftrain y 
So deep is the fefterio} wound. 

And muft I her counlds refi^. 
The |utde and the ftarof my vMtiftl 

Mutt fnendlhip no longer be m)&e» ^ 
Integrity, kindncfsi and truth i • '' 

Aias ! no lo^d f olace fnilainB x ■ 
How- deep is the void in my breaft \ 

This ringlet is atl thatremsi^ns 
Of what I fo lar^el|t pofi£is*d I . 

Dear veilige of pleaTures esjoy'd, 
Byxiroelty fnatch'd'ftommy gfai^ 

By rancour tnfatiate deftToy*d, 
Tho* mil thc-fweet Oladows I cUT]^. 

Memento offriendftip poiTefltM, 
On nature which biofibm'd and greir$' 

And deep on my bofom imprcfiPdi 
As innocence tendo* and true. 

Although you unconfcious entwine,. 

Yet beauty- yeur texture de(ign*d | 
Sweet relic of charms that were inioe, 

Of elegauce bland and refin*d. 

\W v^nfive regrets you-fhaJl aid, 
«>.•>» .^v#.», r.»..w »v„ ...v.^«-vo .>....,5, \ Covav^-xxvow vil tvcty woe. 
The wiles of deilrudiou OuUVTtiJtA. \ \CA^w\<Jv^^^^^^.^KS^x^^s^.x^x'^v K^xxw. 

liajN deadly tUe anQv<% \ta ttisxi^X \ ^^V^^^-xsv^ \.%v& -^ N8»:)ta&^*^%^ 



w.*.« 
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h *nie'r^4«r5?rillrindiilgc bis t>wn rtfleidaoiis ; andX 

kpirc cfaofeb; J;hi$ nkfithod o£ making mj conlmunicfl-^ 

. tmis tp Qartlla i .as the amotions which fwell mj bc^ 

. £m«'iiih«n I wottld attempt to isetrace the^ mtsfoitunes . 

^ mf injufceii lifter^ sere too big for, utterance. 

. , Ia|p« Sir, with dae reif>jBd» and unfeigned wiihes^ 

.fcr TQur private felicity, and. public. cdebrlty, your. 

ttoft .obedient humble fervant, ^ AltAmont* . 

I*. E T T B. R. m. 

{Sententious Allev, No. j»:. 
^ December aw, 1794* 

^ Cdtl&TEOtr^ GtEANSR»r, 

If. Cordelia will take- the ti»c«:^te to order her fer* 
4|«ftit to make theproper inqtiiries at Mr. Lo<regoUlt , 
^t jewi41er's» in Middle-ftreet, fte will find that her 
flatTe-buttcns are laid up there, for the purpo& of ob- 
taining the nec^^ary repairs*^ As Cordelia and you . 
jEeem to underAsai^d one anoth^, I thought belt to giice 
' ber this inibftnatioa through«th& channel of y<$ur papi^. 

I am, moft profound and fagf Sir^the inconfide«L»^., 
a^ tiffielyadfnonijhed HsNUt^.. , 

." Ms&e dodi merit, as it« ihad^, purfae.** ' 

' 1 could Very modeftly prppofe myfelf as a new prbbF 

* of the tnttji.of this oft-cited lentiment, 'w4iicb, if I mtiV - 
t^ke.not,. time and. obfervatipn hath elevated into aft 

.^proved axiom.. I. could, I.fayj leafing; thdfe who 
arc oi3R:hded to chew the end of refentment, eafily con- 

■fole myfelf, by fo. Cdnvenient ^'d .appropriation : biit I 
freely confefs, that I fet a high vanie' upon .the. opiti- 
ion of the world ; I mean the ^worthy part of the *worJH^ 
to, he fare; and that thus ftunulat.ed, 1 f©el myfelf im* 
pelled to make my defence,. by producing a Ihort 
iketch.of my plan of operations. . 

When I was firft fei^ed with the mania of fcribblin^, 
I Very wifely endeavoured to combat it by much de- 
liberate confideration^ and many a fabitary antidote. . 

'Wifdomi attired in the alluring habiliments of tran- . 

*^wlljj^y> and armed with the rhetoric of rcafon,fagely,^ 

' "^ advaacsi 
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advanced her plea, and with grwtt ptrfpicttity, said 
energy of argument, ihe advocated -thsit kind of ifere4> 
ity, which is tht^ accompaniment of -^ the unaBtbitioQs 
man ; who, gliding dovm the ftream of timer-inhakth 
not the fevcrifb gale 5 but wafted inward bythe equal 
breath of contentment, partakes^ itrxntldly influence^ 
and lives but tablefs the gently undidating zephft, 
that is>thu» fUently impelling him athwart that oceaa, 
upon which the adventurous voyager li fited to contend 
with hopes and fears, and with all tHo& 'tumtdtuous* 
winds of paflion, which frequently involving him in 
a fearful hurricane, fail not to wreck his peace, wbehn- 
ing beneath- their tiremendous waves the brightcft. 
moments of his exiftencei.Wiftiom pointed^ ocit the 
wretched (late of inquietude, anxiety, jiightly watch- 
ings, and daily fatigues, to which that tmhappy and 
miiguided wight is condemned, who, betrayed by an 
ignis fatuus^ is allured from the humble vale of ibft aiid 
flent repofe.; from the^ealm i poffeflion of. cach>ftcial 
and domeftic enjoyments, to encounter the various iBs 
attendant upon a parfuit . of artificial gdo^* WifHoai 
enumerated a. hod of weary toils,, of woe-begone re- 
grets, of unrecompenfed deeds 6£ worth* of tnanklfft 
achievementSi and o£- barbed difappointments ; and 
ike painted^m glowing colours the ingratitude of that 
wx>rld to which. I would madly devote thofe hours» • 
that might otherwif<i revolve, marked by the mod re- 
fined, rational and exquifite fatisfa^ioiu 

Wifdom jdelineated /the thorny circles which b^i^ 
thehill jof fame > .fhe bid me hade from the magic of 
her voice» from the .mad contagion o£ her votaries | . 
and, flieltfirin^ in the fweet and flowery walks of hu- 
mility, flie conjjired me to embofbm my afpiring views ^ 
in the deepeft rcccfles of my native fliades ; and, that 
(lie might forever dalh my proud. pre tenfions, and in^ 
vigorate that defiJair, which,, with icy grafp»iind tor- 
pid influence, hovered round my fteps, me repfefented 
in forms tremendoufly.terrific, thofe deadly fiends, that 
with ghaftly features, and unrelenting rigour, ...etemal- 
,ly guard the glittering domes of fame. Envy, witk 
/oaJ^ locks» etniElp^Sp^^ breath 
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^«NMalice» wiih tongue envenomed, armed with ten 
-tboufand fhafts of inftasjt death, and fmiling at^ftruo 
'-tion---Pale difappointment,'marked'^ by- Sorrow's train, 
with fad anid /olenm ftep, heaving corroding 'ilghs, 
quaffing -iier copimis tears, and in defpondence garbed 
«--*and, laft of dl, deep Ihame, with face averted, eyes 
^thdrawn, and red confuming angiitlh, confeffed diy 
power,^ heart appalling, ipirit ivounding, foul abaihing 
icom* AfBifting ridictde— ^fatires dread ftir^ — ^the crit* 
-Ic*s whip,wiii«h&ifflcd along the air— with every plague 
^which a 5>oor author ever knew—- thefe Wifdom fum- 
.JSoned, and m fearful onder the direful phalanx ftood. 
Yet my aipiringmind, fteeled for the conflict, all in ar- 
inour -clad, and* IKiclded by temerity— ^(Siming refo^ 
lution, and armed by^ertrnacity, prefumed wim dar- 
uxg fti^s, and «nterprizlng rafhnefs, to penetrate the 
*Cxnbo4ied o^oVixknXf and Kedfin plead in v aw* Head^ 
long ambition, all precepts notwithftanding, continu- 
-^d infkxibly perfevering, and triumphed in the con- 
'^kikt^ ^Ambition fekded .its ornaments, and it wore on 
»its left breaft, clofeto the heart, a bouquet, whole per- 
iianed buds were, with intrepid daring, fnatdied'from 
:the dock of ever •i]llooming hope. In this it priderii 
::ix)uch^ «nd fondly faneied that fome future^ day, be- 
.^eckcd with funny beams, would gisre Qie deathlef^ 
Ajfiowrets to cnwreadi its time diftinguiihed, time adorn- 
ed brow. Thus breathing mid fuch odoriferous airs; 
incenfe fo ^cet inhaling, intoxicated reafon, treading 
.^enchanted ground, by magic fpells enfolded, and 
'^wrapped in gay delufion, its firmnefs loft — AmHitioa 
iHzed the reins^ — ^the die was caft — ^and helter-ikfclter 
>70und die world we drove. . 

But» ferioufly, aWiongh thus rafhly embarked, jrw^* 
ment occafionally officiates ; and While temerity fets at 
-the helm,^j^ often, matron like, interpofes her cau- 
ftionary diredions, and to be duly influenced by her 
|.counfels, is a prime objed, even in the arrangements 
^of ambition. 

There is hardly any tiling I have fo much feared, 

,;as the fands of oblivion ; and that I might produce 

A Aream of fufficient depth to fleet my little fki^ my 

faculties. 
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faculties! dtligentlf exercifed. Hare been almoft.ccn* 
Aantly employed. 'Mankind have generally fumifh- 
pd my reftrvoir ; and I have fet in the circles ^hich I 
frequent> induftrioufly improving a hint, marking the 
fentiment of worth, catching every unwrought gtm^ 
and eagerly availing- myfelf of thofe circnmftances, 
vrhich I conceived I toight hofiifily appropriate. Names 
I have been careful to concesd; and (ludio^y embel- 
ifhing events, and qualifying them to convey amufe- 
ment, information, or even inftruftion, I have produ- 
ced them as candidates for die attention of a vacant 
moment. Thus occupied, it "will ceafc to be ■ matttr 
of furprife, that I have treafured ev<*n the nxjhifpers ,d(. 
CQnverfati<)n ; my ear is conftantly 6n duty, and it 
hath proved to me a truly faithful fcout. Colleded 
in myfelf, I am often regarded as atnute m fooiety^; 
but I toi careful to hoard every remark, and bearing 
the multifarious burden to my working hive, it undcr- 
goeth a chyraical procefs ; and, after' receiving in my 
pericranliim the deftined ibrm, it is with all due hu- 
mility flibmitted to pUblic obferyation. 

Thus Eugenio, if he will give his candour fullplay, 
may perceive, that without being the frcvourite Confi- 
dante, * ^^ of all the youngs handfome married nu&men of my 
acquaMtance^*' I ■ may, the •^loquacity of thefex conjidered^ 
legally become, poffefled of y^^rris^x, which are nuhifpered 
tofclch friends^ which are gathered from myjteriout 
*«vords, and which fometimes ^eiult from thofe expref 
Jive looks, in which ^t female tvorld^^ fuch proficients, 
,and \^hich they fo well kndw tvhen to affume. On the 
whole, while I have generally aimed at utility, I have 
ftudioufly endeavoured to avoid all.occafion of oflfence-; 
but if my honeft intentions have not be^n crowned 
with fuccefs, as it is impoffible to recal the pafl, I cah 
only aflure Eugenio, and every reader of his defcrip- 
tion, that I will be indefatigably indufbious to rendw 
my future numbers lefs exceptionable. 
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